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PREFACE. 


The  study  of  antiquity,  like  that  of  any  other  subject,  has 
its  infancy  and  youth  befoi'e  attaining  il^s  maturity;  and  in 
this  case  the  maturity  is  compaiatively  recent.  There  are 
those  Still  living,  who  have  smiled  at  the  conceits  and  mistakes 
of  antiquaries,  when  conjecture  was  common,  facts  few,  and 
principles  but  little  understood.  In  the  present  day,  however, 
no  vindication  of  such  pursuits  is  needed ;  especially  as  of  late 
years  Aichieolpgy  has  become  what  Geography  and  Chronology 
was  each  said  to  be,  one  of  the  eyes  of  History.  The  geologist, 
who  had  previously  called  in  almost  every  branch  of  science 
to  aid  in  his  investigations,  has  lately  found  his  examination 
rendered  more  accurate  by  the  lights  which  Archaeology  has 
furnished ;  and,  throughout  the  researches  of  the  ethnologist, 
an  acquaintance  with  antiquity  is  indispensable. 

When  the  publication  of  this  work  was  fii-st  annoimced,  no 
formal  treatise  was  contemplated.  It  was  thought  that  a  well- 
arranged  catalogue  of  the  objects,  with  illustrated  plates — exhi- 
biting the  principal  types  for  the  use  of  the  initiated — ^was 
perhaps  more  than  the  unlearned  would  care  for.  On  mature 
consideration,  however,  this  plan  was  abandoned.  It  was  felt 
by  sevei-id  friends,  in  whose  judgment  I  have  much  confidence, 
that  such  information  would  not  be  sufficiently  elementary  for 
those  who  would  constitute  probably  the  great  majority  of  the 
readers ;  and  that,  in  order  to  invest  the  subject  with  sufficient 
attractions  for  the  members  of  a  large  mercantile  community, 
the  i-elations  of  the  objects  found  to  those  of  the  same  class  gene- 
rally, and  their  uses  and  bearings,  should  be  shown.  Besides,  a 
fevouiiible  oppoitunity  was  presented,  for  giving  full  informa- 
tion to  the  members  of  a  learned  society  who  prosecute  inquiries 
respecting  the  two  north-western  counties  of  Ijancashire  and 
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Cheshire ;  and  also  for  comparing  the  objects  found  here,  with 
remains  procured  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Accordingly, 
the  whole  plan  was  carefully  revised,  the  materials  were  greatly 
extended,  and  the  analysis  was  made  more  minute,  so  as  to 
harmonize  with  these  arrangements. 

In  addition  to  the  facts  recorded  under  their  respective 
heads,  I  have  added  various  illustrative  quotations  chiefly  from 
the  poets.  These  are  the  results  of  my  own  jottings  while 
perusing  our  old  English  literature.  From  what  I  have  known 
in  other  cases,  I  feel  assured  that  they  will  give  some  degree  of 
vitality  to  dry  details ;  and  perhaps  invest  these  fragments  of 
old  metal  and  other  materials  with  greater  interest,  from  their 
connection  with  human  life  and  daily  necessities. 

I  have  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to  several  anti- 
quarian friends  who  have  kindly  examined  the  whole  collection, 
and  given  me  their  views  respecting  its  various  parts.  These 
include  Mr.  Hawkins  of  the  British  Museum,  Mr.  Franks, 
Director  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  Mr.  Albert  Way,  Mr. 
Akerman,  Mr.  Roach  Smith,  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  &c. 

It  would  have  been  impossible,  in  my  own  peculiar  circum- 
stances, to  have  described  and  pictured  the  objects  fairly,  if  I 
had  not  been  intrusted  with  them  for  a  considerable  time;  and 
my  best  acknowledgments  are  due  to  Mr.  Mayer,  Mr.  Ecroyd 
Smith,  and  Mrs.  Longueville,  each  of  whose  collections  I  was 
permitted  to  retain  for  two  or  three  years.  All  of  them  are  now 
carefully  returned,  with  grateful  acknowledgments.  In  group- 
ing the  objects  for  the  plates,  I  secured  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Smith ;  and  he  has  also  explained  two  or  three  classes  of 
objects,  to  which  he  had  paid  considerable  attention.  His 
remarks  are  distinguished  from  my  own  at  the  places  where 
they  occur. 

In  the  work  originally  contemplated,  woodcuts  were  not 
tliouglit  of;  yet  the  reader  is  here  presented  with  about  three 
liundred  and  fifty  illustrations  of  this  class.  The  majority  of 
these  I  am  enabled  to    present  through  the  kindness  of 
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friends,  who  were  desirous  to  contribute  to  the  interest  of  the 
voluma  Among  these  are  the  Council  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries and  that  of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy ;  Mr.  Mayer  of 
Liverpool,  Mr.  Jewitt  of  Derby,  and  Mr.  Eobert  M'Adam  of 
Belfast. 

Many  friends  have  anxiously  looked  for  the  appearance  of 
this  book;  and  to  some  of  them  it  may  seem  that  a  period  need- 
lessly long  has  been  permitted  to  elapse  between  its  announce- 
ment and  its  issue.  I  can  assure  them,  however,  that  no  time 
has  been  wasted,  though  attention  has  rarely  been  given  to 
these  subjects.  With  heavy  professional  duties,  and  many 
others  of  no  trifling  character,  voluntarily  undertaken  for 
public  purposes,  with  every  day  bringing  more  than  a  full 
day's  work,  apart  from  any  attention  to  literary  pursuits, 
my  own  surprise  is,  not  that  it  has  been  delayed,  but  that 
it  has  been  finished  at  alL  Indeed,  it  would  have  been 
abandoned  as  a  task  for  which  no  leisure  whatever  existed, 
had  it  not  been  that  I  regarded  my  veracity  as  at  stake 
from  the  moment  that  the  circulars  respecting  it  had  been 
issued.  My  promise  is  now  more  than  fulfilled,  though  less 
promptly  than  I  could  have  wished-  I  trust,  however,  that 
the  extended  plan  and  increased  illustrations  will  be  regarded 
as  some  equivalent  for  unavoidable  delay ;  especially  to  those 
who  originally  expressed  a  wish  to  possess  the  volume. 

While  the  sheets  were  passing  through  the  press,  I  have  not 
had  leisure  to  verify  every  one  of  the  njimerous  references  ; 
but,  as  that  had  been  done  on  two  occasions  before,  I  venture 
to  hope  that  few  of  them  will  be  found  inaccurate. 

EVEBTOK,  LiTBRPOOL, 

20th  September^  1863. 
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PART  I. -THE   DISTRICT. 


I.— INTRODUCTION. 

The  County  Palatine  of  Chester,  which  adjoins  that  of 
Lancaster  throughout  the  whole  of  its  northern  boundary, 
is  almost  exclusively  inland.  The  exception  is  to  be  found 
in  one  of  its  hundreds,  and  this  a  comparatively  small  one, 
known  as  the  Hundred  of  WirralL  It  is  a  peninsula  nearly 
rectangular  in  shape,  its  longer  parallel  sides  being  bounded 
on  the  north-east  and  south-west  respectively  by  the  estuaries 
of  the  Mersey  and  the  Dee.  These  are  both  well-known 
rivers.  The  former  is  that  which  contributes  to  the  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  Liverpool ;  the  latter  is  associated  with  the 
ancient  Chester,  which  it  nearly  surrounds,  and  with  North 
Wales,  in  which  it  has  its  origin.  The  narrow  end  of  this 
peninsula  is  washed  by  the  tides  of  the  Irish  Channel ;  and 
this  line  of  seven  and  a  half  miles>  between  the  mouths  of  the 
two  rivers,  is  the  only  part  of  Cheshire  which  adjoins  the  sea. 
Short  as  it  is,  however,  it  is  full  of  interest ;  and  furnishes 
materials  for  investigation  in  several  departments  of  intel- 
lectual inquiry.  At  one  particular  point  in  this  line,  a  large 
number  of  antiquarian  objects  have  been  brought  to  light — 
probably  between  four  thousand  and  five  thousand  in  all — 
the  purposes  of  which  were  very  varied,  and  the  ages  of  which 
range  over  many  centuries.    Strange  to  say,  they  have  been 
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all,  or  nearly  all,  found  below  the  level  of  high  water,  in  the 
soil  which  at  present  belongs  to  the  sea  rather  than  to  the 
land.  It  is  not  surprising  that  they  have  attracted  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  and  that  various  opinions  have  been  hazarded 
respecting  the  time  and  the  manner  of  their  deposition  there. 

To  explain  these  objects  in  detail,  or  at  least  so  many  of 
them  as  are  still  accessible,  is  the  object  of  this  volume. 
Large  numbers  had  been  dispersed,  and  others  lost  or  de- 
stroyed before  their  nature  or  importance  was  known ;  yet 
the  aggregate  collection  described  here  may  be  regarded  as 
presenting  a  fair  specimen  of  the  whole.  The  circumstances 
in  which  they  have  been  foimd  are  so  rare  and  peculiar,  that 
some  of  our  most  eminent  Archaeologists  have  declined  to 
venture  an  opinion  on  the  subject ;  yet  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
iu  the  exercise  of  a  fair  induction,  we  may  arrive  at  a  cgnclu- 
»ion  with  a  large  amount  of  probability  in  its  favour. 

In  placing  before  the  reader  the  general  circumstances 
under  which  these  objects  have  been  found,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  examine  the  district  both  in  place  and  in  time:  that  is 
to  say/  in  its  Topographical  and  also  in  its  Historical  features. 
There  are  other  considerations  which  necessarily  suggest  them- 
selves, such  as  the  changes  of  elevation,  if  any,  of  sea  and 
land,  and  the  relation  existing  between  the  two.  A  brief 
examination  of  these  subjects  forms  an  indispensable  intro- 
duction to  the  treatise  respecting  the  articles. 


I L— TOPOGRAPHY. 

1. — General  Eemarks. 

The  north- westera  end  of  the  peninsula,  extending  as  far  as 
Birkenhead  on  the  one  side  and  Thurstaston  on  the  other,  is 
all  that  we  require  to  examine  at  present ;  and  the  places 
admit  of  easy  identification  by  means  of  the  accompanying 
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map.  A  range  of  hills,  extending  for  some  niUes  nearly 
parallel  to  the  Mersey,  terminates  abruptly  at  Bidston  :  and 
the  district  to  the  north  of  these  hills  is  one  continuous  and 
uninteresting  flat.  There  are  a  few  undulations  westward 
towards  the  Dee,  terminating  in  the  Grange  Hill,  on  wliich 
West  Kirkby  is  built ;  and  the  principal  parts  of  the  parish 
of  Wallasey  are  also  elevated  considerably  above  the  sur- 
rounding land. 

Through  the  long  dreary  flat  between  these  elevations  and 
the  shore,  the  rivulet  called  Birket  is  said  to  "  flow ;"  but  in 
reality  it  resembles  a  stagnant  ditch,  having  only  a  fall  of  a 
few  inches  fix)m  its  rise  to  its  close.  It  originates  within  a 
few  perches  of  the  mouth  of  the  Dee  ;  and  meandering  through 
the  flat  country,  is  discharged  into  the  Mersey  through 
Wallasey  Pool.  The  deep  ditches  of  sluggish  water  which  inter- 
sect this  plain  in  various  directions,  remind  one  of  the  divisions 
of  fields  which  are  common  in  the  Fen  country ;  and  a  large 
portion  of  it  seems  very  limited  in  improveable  qualities.  A 
continuous  tract  of  1400  Cheshire  acres,  or  nearly  3000 
statute  acres,  is  permanently  below  high  water  level ;  and  but 
for  a  lai^e  embankment  on  the  side  next  the  sea,  and  strong 
flood-gates  on  the  side  next  Wallasey  Pool  (now  called  Bir- 
kenhead Great  Float),  Neptune  would  claim  again  the  dominion 
which  appears  to  have  been  wrested  from  him.  It  is,  no  doubt, 
to  this  physical  feature,  as  well  as  perhaps  to  the  direction  of 
the  rivers,  that  Drayton  alludes  in  his  Polyolbion,  published 
in  1612.  Not  only  the  poem,  but  the  maps  which  are  ap- 
pended to  it  fn  illustration,  are  figurative,  and  personify  botli 
rivers  and  lands.  Hilbre*  is  a  little  island  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Dee,  of  the  extent  of  a  very  few  acres ;  called  by  Drayton, 
"  Comer  of  WerralL"    He  says  : — 


♦  St.  Hildeburgh*8  ea  or  island. 
There  was  a  cell  of  monks  here ;  and 
from  this  fact,  as  well  as  from  the  po- 
sition of  the  little  island,  it  attracted 


unnsnal  attention,  and  was  generally 
depicted  on  a  much  larger  scale  than 
the  neighbouring  land. 
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Mersey  for  more  state 
AasumiDg  broader  banks,  him  selfe  so  proudly  beares. 
That  at  his  steme  approach,  extended  Wyrrall  feares. 
That  (what  betwixt  his  floods  of  Mersey  and  the  Bee) 
Id  very  little  time  deuoured  he  might  be  ; 
Out  of  the  foaming  surge,  till  Hilbre  lifts  his  head, 
To  let  the  foreland  see  how  richly  he  had  sped. 
Which  Mersey  cheeres  so  much,  that  with  a  smyling  brow, 
He  fawnes  on  both  these  Floods,  their  amorous  arms  that  throw. 

Another  feature  of  the  coast  which  it  possesses  in  common 
with  that  of  Lancashire,  consists  of  the  huge  hills  of  fine  sand, 
which  are  blown  up  just  beyond  the  reach  of  high  water,  but 
are  shifted  from  time  to  time  by  the  wind,  like  the  drifty 
portion  of  a  snow  wreath.  They  occur  about  Waterloo  and 
Southport,  to  the  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mersey,  and 
th.ere  too  the  name  meols  *  occurs,  both  in  Kaven's  Meols  and 
North  Meols.  In  Cheshire  these  hills  were  formerly  called 
"  hoes,"  but  the  name  is  not  now  common.  Sandhills  of  a 
similar  kind  are  called  dunes  in  France,  and  are  well  kno^vn 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dunkirk.  In  a  poem  entitled  Iter 
Lancastrense,  1636,  they  are  thus  alluded  to  : — 

Ormeschurch  and  j*  Meales 
Are  our  next  jomey,  we  direct  no  weales 
Of  state  to  hinder  our  delight    Y"  guize 
Of  those  chafie  sands,  f  which  do  in  mountains  ris^, 
On  shore  is  pleasure  to  behould,  which  hoes  J 
Are  called  in  Worold  :  windie  tempest  blowes 
Them  up  in  heaps. 

Such  a  communication  with  the  sea,  as  has  just  been 
noticed,  would  separate  the  parish  of  Wallasey,  and  it  is 


*  Mr.  Corser,  the  editor  of  James*s 
Iter  Lanccutrense,  for  the  Chetham 
Society,  appears  to  think,  that  Meols  is 
derived  from  moely  a  large  heap  or  pile. 
It  is  commonly  said  to  be  derived  from 
a  term  denoting  appearance — bare, 
naked,  bald— rather  than  size. 


t  Light  sands,  blown  about  like 
chaff,  or  like  snow-drift. 

t  How,  a  hill,  as  Fox-Aoir,  Green- 
hoWf  Torpen-Aoir,  Clider-how  (Cli- 
theroe). 
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upposed  that  the  parish  of  West  Kirkby,  on  the  Dee,  was 
also  separated  Ormerod  says  (Hist.  Chesh.  iL  269),  "the 
parish  appears  to  have  been  insulated  at  some  distant  period 
by  a  deep  rocky  channel,  which  joins  the  estuary  of  the 
Dee  between  Caldey  and  Thurstanston,  and  gradually  mixes 
with  the  flat  district  on  the  shore  of  the  Irish  sea.  The 
greater  part  of  the  space  thus  separated  is  rocky  and  uneven, 
and  totally  different  in  character  from  the  rest  of  the 
Hundred." 

2. — Points  of  Special  Interest. 

If  we  pursue  the  line  of  coast  from  North-east  to  South- 
west, the  following  facts  present  themselves  : — 

Towards  the  former  extremity  is  the  plain  knoNvn  as  the 
Leasowej  which  was  used,  at  least  occasionally,  as  a  race-course 
previous  to  1601,  and  which,  with  that  at  Childwall  in  Lan- 
cashire, referred  to  about  a  century  later,*  constituted  the  two 
places  for  equestrian  sports  in  this  neighbourhood.  Its  ancient 
dimensions  are  now  greatly  curtailed;  yet,  when  the  act 
respecting  its  enclosure  came  into  operation,  about  1818,  it 
was  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  extent.-f  It  was  then 
protected  by  the  sandhills,  on  which  star-grass  was  cultivated 
for  the  purpose  of  binding  them ;  but,  in  1829,  an  important 
sea-wall  was  erected,  extending  a  mile  and  three  quarters  to 
the  south-west,  from  opposite  Leasowe  Castle,  at  a  cost  of 
about  £20,000.  It  is  maintained  in  good  condition  by  the 
Corporation  of  Liverpool ;  but  the  sea  occasionally  breaks 
over  it,  as  during  the  high  winds  of  20th  January,  1863.J 


♦  "Yesterday  (6th  September,  1705) 
I  saw  and  spoke  to  Mr.  Scarisbrick 
of  Scarisbrick,  at  the  horse-race  at 
ChildwaU,  where  my  Lord  MoUineox 
and  his  son*s  horses  ran  against  Mr. 
Harrington's  and  his  son's,  and  the 
two  latter  did  win."  —  The  Norris 
Papers^  Chetham  SocUtifj  p.  141 . 

t  Orraerod's  Cheshire,  ii.  281. 


JOn  the  14th  of  February,  1861, 
a  fourteen  feet  tide  rose  to  nineteen 
feet^  or  was  influenced  to  the  extent 
of  five  feet  by  the  winds.  If  this 
had  happened  with  a  twenty-one  feet 
spring  tide,  much  of  the  low  land  in 
the  valleys  of  the  Mersey  and  the 
Dee  would  have  been  laid  under 
waler. 
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Passing  towards  the  Dee  by  the  lighthouse/  we  come  to 
tlie  Dove  Point,  opposite  the  projecting  sandbank  known  as 
the  Dove  Spit.*  By  the  formation  of  the  surface,  the  idea  is 
suggested  that  there  was  formerly  a  connection  with  the  bank 
beyond ;  that  is  to  say,  with  the  Hoyle  bank  at  its  northern 
extremity,  or  the  Burbo  at  its  southern.  We  will  return  to 
the  consideration  of  this  spot;  but  it  may  be  permitted  at 
present  to  make  a  remark  on  the  etymology  of  the  name. 
The  whole  surface  of  the  ground  between  the  sandhills  cmd 
the  water  is  a  mass  of  turf-bog  apparently,  and  the  modem 
name  by  which  it  is  known  is  literally  true, "  the  black  earth." 
But  the  ancient  one  W£is  equally  correct,  for  it  was  almost  the 
same  term,  as  Dove  is  only  slightly  altered  from  the  Celtic 
Dhuv,  black."f-  We  notice  the  name  on  Grenville  Collins*s 
map,  1687,  but  in  aU  probability  it  is  many  centuries 
older.  This  part  is  in  the  township  of  Great  Meols,  pro- 
bably named  from  the  large  t  bare  heaps  of  sand  which  it 
exhibited;  for  in  area  it  is  not  one-twentieth  larger  than 
Little  Meols. 

Between  the  two  lies  the  township  of  Hoose,  which  is  only 
about  one-third  the  size  of  the  Meols  on  either  side  of  it,  and 
in  it  the  village  of  Hoylake  is  situated.  The  name  is  evidently 
a  corruption  of  the  "  hoes  "  or  hillocks  aUuded  to ;  and  it  is  not 
unlikely  tliat  they  occupied  the  whole  of  the  230  acres  which 


*  Aboat  1829,  daring  the  majoralty 
of  Sir  George  Drinkwater,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  change  the  name  to 
Drinkwater  Spit,  and  this  is  marked 
on  Evans's  map.  The  old  name, 
however,  remained. 

t  The  Dove  river  in  Derbyshire, 
whence  Dovedale,  is  named  in  a 
similar  way.  Before  cultivation  had 
cleared  away  the  peat  from  the  hiUs, 
the  water  was  black  coloured,  like 
the  Black  waters  and  Avon-dhus  of 
Ireland,  and  like  numerous  streams 


of  Lancashire  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  a  simUar  piece  of  black 
earth  opposite  Caldey,  near  the 
month  of  the  Dee;  and  it  is  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  **  Caw- 
dey  Blacks." 

I  In  like  manner,  Little  Meols 
would  derive  its  name  from  the  small 
naked  hillocks  of  sand ;  an  adjective 
from  a  more  modem  language  being 
frequently  joined  to  a  noun  from  a 
more  ancient  one. 
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constitute  its  land  area.  *  Indeed,  they  practically  do  so  still, 
terminating  and  recommencing  with  an  interval  of  about  two 
miles  along  the  end  of  the  peninsula;  and  hence,  though  roads 
have  been  made  and  houses  built,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
an  acre  of  cultivated  ground  within  the  limits. 

The  earliest  mention  that  is  made  of  Hoylake  appears  to  be 
about  the  reign  of  King  John,  when  WiUiam  Lancelyn  quit- 
claimed for  ever,  to  the  monks  of  St.  Werburgh,  the  fishing  of 
"  lacus  de  Hildburgeye,  qui  vocatur  Heye-poV*  The  name  was 
therefore  first  applied  to  the  water,  and  afterwards  transferred 
to  the  land ;  but  its  pronunciation  and  its  orthography  have 
been  subject  to  great  varietiea  It  has  been  the  High-Lake, 
Hyle-lake,  Hoyle-lake,  and  Hoylake.  The  ''  Hyle  sand ''  of 
1687,  now  cut  in  two  by  the  action  of  the  river  Dee,  constitutes 
the  east  and  west  Hoyle  banks;  but  the  lake  or  passage 
between  the  bank  and  the  land,  having  been  almost  filled  up 
by  the  silting  of  sand,  the  village  which  has  sprung  up  in 
Hoose  since  about  1830,  has  taken  the  name  Hoylake,"f-  and 
is  now  well  known  as  a  favourite  watering-place.    The  anti- 


♦  On  CoUins's  map  is  marked  "The 
Hose-end,"  where  the  sandhills  ter- 
minate near  Dove  Point ;  so  that  there 
can  he  little  doubt  about  the  derivation 
mentioned  in  the  text.  In  like  man> 
ner,  the  Horse  Channel  is  the  Hose 
or  Hoose  Channel.  The  "hoes" 
appear  to  extend  further  now  than 
formerly,  in  the  direction  of  the  Lea- 
sowe  lighthouse. 

t  The  name  "  Heye-pol "  is  about 
as  old  as  the  name  "Lyrpool,"  and  it 
is  unquestionable  that  both  originally 
applied  to  water,  not  to  land.  Several 
distinct  pieces  of  water  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood are  caUed  *' pools,"  as 
Dalpool  or  Dorpool,  now  Dawpool, 
near  Thurstaston.  Here,  also,  the 
name  has  been  transferred  from  the 
water  to  the  land.  Now,  the  cor- 
relative terms  of  high  and  low,  upper 


and  under,  are  given  not  merely  from 
reasons  connected  with  elevation,  but 
from  their  position  in  reference  to  a 
head  or  centre.  The  nearer  is  tlie 
upper,  and  the  more  remote  the  lower. 
May  we  not  conclude,  therefore,  that 
the  early  ships  plying  to  and  from 
the  port  of  Chester  found  the  Heye 
(high;  pol  near  the  mouth  of  the  Dee, 
and  the  Lyr  (lower)  pool  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Mersey?  The  abbre- 
viated expression  (like  Bixteth  street 
for  Bickersteth  street,  or  the  change 
Litherpool,  as  Litherland)  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  customs  of  the 
period;  and  the  relative  distances 
from  Chester  are  thus  stereotyped 
in  the  names  of  a  village  and  a 
seaport,  the  rapid  growth  and  pre- 
sent importance  of  which  are  very 
unequal. 
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quities  found  at  Meols  are  sometimes  spoken  of  as  the  Hoylake 
antiquities,  that  being  the  largest  known  place  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

Let  us  now  return  to  "the  black  earth/'  at  the  place 
characteristically  called  "Dove."  William  Webb,  whose 
description  of  the  whole  county,  written  about  1615,  is 
printed  in  King's  Vale  Royal,  speakijig  of  the  mosses  which 
yield  "  turves,"  adds  the  following : — 

"  In  these  mosses,  especially  in  the  black,  are  fir-trees  found  under 
the  ground,  (a  thing  maryellous ! )  in  some  places  six  feet  deep  or  more, 
and  in  others  not  one  foot ;  which  trees  are  of  a  surprising  length,  and 
straight,  having  certain  small  branches  like  boughs,  and  roots  at  the 
one  end  as  if  they  had  been  blown  down  by  winds ;  and  yet  no  man  can 
tell  that  ever  any  such  trees  did  grow  there,  nor  yet  how  they  should 
come  thither.  Some  are  of  opinion  that  they  have  lain  there  ever 
since  Noah*s  flood.  These  trees  being  found  (which  the  owners  do 
search  out  with  a  long  spit  of  iron  or  such  like),  they  are  then  digged 
up,  and  first  being  sawed  into  short  pieces  (every  piece  of  the  length  of 
a  yard),  then  they  cleave  the  said  pieces  very  small,  yea,  even  as  the 
back  of  a  knife,  the  which  they  use  inst;ead  of  a  candle  to  bum,  and 
they  give  very  good  light." 

But  it  is  clear  that  the  general  characteristic  applied  to  this 
particular  locality ;  for,  about  twenty  years  later,  we  find  a  simi- 
lar description  in  verse,*  with  the  intimation  in  the  margin — 
"  You  may  see  this  at  a  place  called  y^  Stocks  in  Worold" 

But  greater  wonder  calls  me  hence :  y®  deepe 
Low  spongie  mosses  yet  remembrance  keepe 
Of  Noah's  flood :  on  numbers  infinite 
Of  fir-trees  swaines  doe  in  their  cesses  t  light ; 
And  in  summe  places,  when  y®  sea  doth  bate 
Down  from  y*  shoare,  'tis  wonder  to  relate 
How  many  ihowsands  of  theis  trees  now  stand 
Black  broken  on  their  rootes,  which  once  drie  land 
»  Did  cover,  whence  turfs  Neptune  yeelds  to  showe 

He  did  not  always  to  theis  borders  flow. 

*  Iter  Lancastrense,  1.  305—314.     |      f  Recesses,  pits  or  excavations. 
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As  there  is  no  place  in  Wirrall  where  such  phenomena 
exist  except  at  and  near  Dove  Point,  it  is  clear  that  he  is 
alluding  to  the  "  Submarine  Forest,"  or  to  the  stumps  known 
as  "  Meols  Stocks."  Without  attaching  imdue  importance  to 
the  terms  which  he  employs,  "  numbers  infinite  "  and  "  many 
thowsands,"  it  is  clear  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
I  century  the  remains  of  trees  existed  in  great  numbers.  So 
also  did  they  on  the  Lancashire  shore  near  Formby,*  shewing 
that  the  coimtry  round  was  formerly  well  wooded,  though  now 
it  exhibits  scarcely  a  shrub  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  sea. 

More  than  two  centuries  have  elapsed,  yet  the  remains  of  a 
forest  have  not  been  obliterated.  The  following  notes  are  extract- 
ed fi*om  my  own  diary,  on  visiting  the  spot  at  several  times : — 

March,  1850. — The  various  strata  are  visible  to  seaward,  each 
upper  one  gradually  disappearing.  Thus :  1st,  the  sand  and 
upper  surface  extend  thirty  yards  towards  the  tide :  2nd, 
"  the  black  earth "  fifty-nine  yards  further,  containing  538 
stumps  of  trees :  3rd,  blue  clay  sixty-three  yards  further  : 
«nd  4th,  the  lowest  margin  noticeable,  is  forty-four  yards 
further,  or  nearly  200  yards  in  a  direct  line  to  seaward. 

One  stxmip,  known  in  Ireland  as  "  bog-fir,"  forty-three  yards 

,     below  high-water  mark,  has  the  bark  on.    The  wood  above 

is  much  torn  away,  but  one  flake  contains  an  obvious  nail 

or  staple  hola    The  iron  is  gone,  but  the  rust  remains  in 

and  aroimd  the  hole. 

Many  stumps  have  been  removed  by  the  villagers,  who  dry 
them  to  heat  their  ovens.  The  earth  is  like  turf  bog,  witli 
trees  in  it,  and  the  whole  is  easily  penetrated,  cutting  like 
a  piece  of  cheese. 

The  stimips  are  largest  towards  the  Dee,  but  become  smaller 
and  more  nimierous  towards  Leasowe.  Some  of  the  smaller 
ones  seem  to  be  in  rows,f  five  yards  wide,  and  the  indi- 
vidual ones  five  yards  apart 


*  In  1796,  large  numbers  of  trunks 
of  trees  existed  between  Crosby  and 
Formby,  on  the  shore ;  and  not  only 
a  description  of  them,  but  a  woodcut 
shewing  their  appearance,  is  given  in 
the  G€nileman*s  Magazine  of  that 
year. 


fThe  same  fact  was  noticed  by 
Dr.  Leigh,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
years  ago,  and  also  by  Dr.  Aikin, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Alt*  between 
Crosby  and  Formby.  Part  of  the 
trunks,  **  being  in  a  line  at  equal 
distances,  were  undoubtedly  planted.'* 
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1 1th  July,  1857. — Large  trees  to  Hoylake  end ;  small  plan- 
tation towards  Lefisowe.  The  large  trees  seem  to  be  in  a 
rude  order,  but  yet  not  quite  regular.  The  great  majority 
are  oak.  The  roots  are  standing  in  situ,  and  some  trunks. 
The  latter  vary  from  eighteen  inches  to  two  and  a  half  feet 
in  diameter.  Some  trees  of  fir,  and  roots  of  one  of  fir, 
come  close  up  to  and  met  those  of  a  tree  of  oak.  The 
trunks  lie  in  a  south-east  direction,  as  if  they  had  been 
prostrated  by  a  north-west  wind.  Mr.  Sherwood  says  that 
a  large  tree  was  lately  found  thirty-five  feet  long.  It  is 
sound  at  the  heart,  but  a  few  inches  of  the  outer  bark  is 
decayed 

Vith  July,  1857. — Butts  of  land  or  marks  of  ridges  are  visible 
to  the  Leasowe  side  of  Dove  Mark,  and  Hoylake  side  of 
Dove  Spit  Four  different  trees,  interlaced  in  their  roots. 
One  long  fir-tree  (one  of  these  four),  twenty-one  feet  long ; 
another  also  imbedded  in  black  earth  and  sand ;  thirty  feet 
of  it  visible.  There  are  numerous  masses  of  marl  and  bog 
rounded  and  water-worn,  many  of  them  assuming  the  shape 
of  stone  celts.  The  clay  underneath  has  dried  into  crystals, 
like  the  stones  of  the  Giant's  Causeway,  and  fir  and  oak 
roots  penetrate  the  chinks. 

There  is  an  artificial  canal  cut  through  the  black  earth,  like  a 
place  for  launching  boats,  or  like  a  cart-road  up  from  the 
tide ;  on  the  north  side  of  wliich  is  a  gigantic  bog-fir  root,  of 
about  three  feet  six  inches  in  diameter.  It  has  been  cut, 
and  has  wedges  sticking  in  it.  Great  part  of  it  is  carried* 
away. 

At  the  most  seaward  point  of  the  Dove  Spit,  there  are  large  close 
and  old  fir-trees  in  irregular  order,  as  if  part  of  a  natural 
forest.  A  few  perches  landward  they  are  young,  small, 
and  in  rows,  as  if  planted  in  the  shelter  of  the  larger  ones. 
One  fir,  the  largest  and  best  seen  yet,  has  marks  of  the  axe 
upon  it  by  which  it  has  been  cut  down ;  the  edge  of  the 
axe  three  and  a  half  inches  broad.  There  is  the  shell  of  an 
oak-tree  still  remaining,  like  a  garden  box  in  which  plants 
are  grown. 


♦  The  library  at  Leasowe  Castle  is 
fitted  np  from  the  timber  of  Meols 
Stocks,  and  nnmeroos  trinkets  are 
constructed  of  it.  The  handles  and 
latches  of  the  doors  in  the  parsonage 
at  Hoylake,  and  in  the  cottage  erected 
by  the  late  Mr.  Swainson,  are  also 


of  this  oak*  Great  quantities  of  it 
have  also  been  removed  from  the 
Lancashire  shore  within  the  present 
century.  One  roan  carted  away 
nearly  fifty  loads  from  a  single  field 
in  Crosby. 
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Several  tree-roots  have  been  washed  from  their  natural  moor- 
ings, and  now  occupy  new  sites.  These  are  all  fir.  There 
is  a  line  of  oaks,  seven  or  eight  in  number,  nearer  the  land, 
all  tub-like. 

A  piece  of  a  huge  trunk  of  oak  is  lying  off  Dove  Point,  to 
seaward  of  Dove  Mark.  Just  there,  the  ground  is  formed 
almost  exclusively  of  vegetable  matter ;  projecting  ends  of 
trunks  and  branches.  Where  no  trees  have  existed,  there  is 
evidence  of  several  distinct  tufts  of  brushwood  to  the  Hoy- 
lake  side  of  Dove  Mark.  The  peat  extends,  with  occasional 
interruptions,  about  three  miles  along  the  shore :  viz.,  from 
near  Leasowe  Castle  to  opposite  Hoylake  village.  An  old 
line  of  coast  is  shown  below  high- water  mark,  on  Captain 
Denham's  chart,  extending  almost  from  the  Mersey  to  the 
Dea 

3. — Information  derivable  from  Maps. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  ancient  maps  would  tend  to 
throw  some  light  upon  the  former  condition  of  the  district ; 
but  geography,  like  other  departments  of  knowledge,  had  its 
embryo  and  unsatisfactory  stage ;  so  that  it  is  only  in  com- 
paratively recent  times  that  we  find  the  delineations  of  maps 
thoroughly  reliable.  The  vagueness  which  characterises  our 
more  ancient  English  treatises,  is  naturally  surprising  to  one 
who  is  accustomed  to  the  mathematical  a-ccuracy  of  modem 
times.  The  observer  knew,  of  course,  when  he  turned  to  the 
right  or  left,  and  he  was  acquainted  in  general  with  the  four 
cardinal  point3;  but  aU  statements,  both  on  the  subject  of 
direction  and  extent,  were  extremely  vague.  It  does  not 
follow  that  the  maps  formed  from  such  impressions  and 
descriptions  were,  or  are,  wholly  useless ;  but  they  served  few 
practical  purposes,  and  they  bore  a  strong  resemblance  to 
those  which  schoolboys  draw  from  memory  upon  their  slates. 
Three  or  four  of  these  may  be  alluded  to,  partly  as  curiosities, 
but  mainly  in  illustration  of  the  negative  kind  of  information 
which  the  more  ancient  topographical  maps  afford  us. 

(1.)  The  first  is  an  Anglo-Saxon  map  of  the  10th  century, 
published  in  KnigM$  Pictorial  History  of  England,  of  which 
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the  part  referring  to  these  islands  is  here  extracted  The  world, 
as  then  known,  is  given  with  the  usual  errors  as  to  relative 
position,  direction,  and  magnitude.  At  the  top  is  the  east; 
in  the  north-western  corner  are  the  British  Islands;  Great 
Britain  hangs  almost  like  two  door-posts  and  a  lintel  over 
Ireland  and  the  Isle  of  Man ;  Wales  appears  to  project  from 
the  most  northerly  point ;  and  the  sea  beyond  is  studded  with 
islands  more  than  equal  in  area  to  Ireland  or  Britannia  proper. 
{PlaU  /.,  Map  1.) 

(2.)  A  more  accurate  view  of  our  own  part  of  the  world  is 
given  on  a  map  of  the  British  islands,  of  about  the  middle  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  It  is  taken  from  Mimster's  Cosmo- 
graphia  Universalis*  and  exhibits  the  usual  exaggerations  find 
inaccuracies.  There  appears  to  be  a  forest  in  North  Wales, 
but  nothing  can  be  conjectured  respecting  the  modem  districts 
of  Lancasliire  and  Cheshire.    {Plate  /.,  Map  3.) 

(3.)  In  Matthew  Paris's  map  of  England,f  supposed  to  have 
been  drawn  by  his  own  hand  about  the  thirteenth  century,  we 
see  a  rough  outline  of  our  own  particular  district.  In  four 
adjoining  counties,  four  adjacent  places  of  importance  are 
marked,  viz. : — Carlisle  in  Cumberland,  Eichmond  in  York- 
shire, Furness  in  Lancashire,  and  Chester  in  Cheshire. 
Besides  the  amusing  irregularities  which  it  exhibits,  the 
primitive  character  of  the  map  is  illustrated  by  a  quaint 
remark  written  on  the  face  of  it.  The  south-eastern  portion 
of  England  is  wanting,  and  the  explanation  occurs — ^"Si 
pagina  pateretur,  hinc,  total  insula  largior  esse  debet."  {Plate 
/.,  Map  2.) 

(4)  In  a  work  printed  in  1575,  we  have  an  engraved  map 
(constructed  in  1569)  of  a  portion  smaller  than  a  county,  viz., 
of  the  Hundred  of  Wirrall — ^which  we  are  now  considering.   It 


♦  Printed  at  Basle,  1550. 
t  Britannia,    nnnc    Anglia,   quo 
complectittir  Scociam,  Gallweiam,  et 


Walliam;  MS.  Lib.  Reg..  B.  M. 
It  is  published  in  Grough*8  Topo- 
graphy, Vol.  I. 
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is  in  the  Cambrice*  Typus  of  LhuyA  [Lhuyd  was  a  native 
of  Denbigh,  and  its  representative  in  Parliament ;  and  there- 
fore ought  to  have  known  the  neighbourhood  well.  But  on  the 
map  of  Saxton,  1573,  Hilbre  is  an  island  as  at  present ;  and  as 
he  was  employed  for  nine  years,  under  a  Eoyal  Commission,  in 
surveying  the  English  counties,  his  authority  is  the  more 
valuable,  for  both  time  and  place.]  The  Hundred  of  Wirrall, 
called  CUgwri  by  the  Britons,  stretches  out  into  the  sea,  and, 
instead  of  an  island  at  its  extremity,  there  is  a  large  peninsula. 
{Plate  /.,  Map  4.)  In  connection  with  this  it  may  be  noticed, 
that  the  earliest  map  which  pretends  to  give  individual  places 
in  these  shires,  and  the  earliest  with  which  we  are  acquainted, 
is  Ptolemy's.  He  presents  a  puzzle  to  antiquarian  and  geogra- 
phical inquirers,  by  appearing  to  fuse  the  two  rivers,  Mersey 
and  Eibble ;  but  an  attempt  is  made  to  explain  his  statements, 
and  to  harmonize  them  with  modern  facts,  in  Horsley's 
Britannica  Romana,  1732. 

Among  the  most  reliable  maps  of  more  modem  times  were 
those  which  appear  to  have  been  first  constructed  in  subor- 
dination to  heraldry.  In  the  visitations  of  the  shires,  which 
took  place  during  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries, 
places  were  noted  in  connection  with  the  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  resident  in  or  near  them  who  were  entitled  to 
bear  arms.  I  have  not,  however,  discovered  any  manuscript 
map  of  this  kind  referring  to  Cheshire ;  but  the  county  maps 
by  Franciscus  Scatterus,  1577,  which  are  engraved,  shew  that 
those,  both  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  have  been  used  for 
heraldic  purposes.  The  latter  exhibits  the  internal  hills  as  at 
Wallasey  and  West  Kirkby ;  the  townships  of  Grange,  Melse- 
magna,  Melse-parva,  and  Morton,  are  given;  Bidston  repre- 
sents an  enclosure  like  a  park ;  and  Poxdton  appears  as  "Poton.** 
Hilbre  is  a  distinct  island,  but  the  part  of  the  coast  opposite 
to  it  projects  much  further  to  seaward  than  at  present ;  and  in 

♦  Cambriao  Typus,  Anctore  Ham-  |  Britanno. 
Credo  Lhajdo,  JDenbigense,  Cambro- 
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the  outliue  of  Wirrall,  appended  to  the  map  of  Lancashire,  the 
same  appearance  is  presented.  Under  Seacombe  is  written 
the  word  ''  Melsh"  by  the  hand  of  a  herald,  shewing  that  a 
gentleman  named  Meols,  whose  name  was  derived  from  the 
neighbouring  township  (popularly  "  Melsh  "),  resided  thera 

In  the  Eawlinson  manuscripts  in  the  Bodleian  Library, 
Oxford,  there  is  a  map  of  Cheshire  of  the  date  1588,  by 
William  Smith,  who  in  one  place  is  described  as  "  citizen  of 
Noremburg,"  and  in  another  as  "  Eouge  Dragon."  It  is  very 
carefully  dravm  for  the  period,  and  so  many  as  sixty-eight 
places  are  given  in  the  Hundred  of  WirralL  Among  these, 
Meols  Great  and  Little  are  both  represented  as  villages,  but 
the  shore  still  appears  to  project  seaward. 

It  would  perhaps  be  too  much  to  infer  that  Meols  ever 
was  a  large  place  in  the  modem  sense  of  the  term ;  but  there 
is  a  concurrence  of  evidence  to  shew  that  it  certainly  was  so 
by  comparison.  For,  in  Visscher's  Map  of  1650,  Meols  is  the 
only  town  given  in  the  whole  hundred ;  and  there  are  but 
two  roads*  marked,  one  of  which  passes  through  it,  going 
round  the  coast,  and  the  other  is  direct  from  Frodsham  to 
Meols.  Also  on  Schenk*s  map,  published  temp.  William  III., 
while  Formby,  Sefton,  Bidston,  Garston,  &a,  are  represented 


*  The  reader  must  not  suppose  that 
these  were  like  oar  modem  turnpike 
roads,  or  that  they  were  necessarily 
*'made  roads*'  at  all.  They  were 
probably  "  bridle-paths,*'  used  at  best 
for  saddle  and  pack  horses.  Nearly 
a  century  later,  riz.,  in  1770,  the  im- 
portant road  from  Preston  to  Wigan 
is  thus  described  by  Mr.  Arthur  Toung : 
**  Travellers  will  here  meet  with  ruts, 
which  I  actually  measured,  four  feet 
deep,  and  floating  with  mud  only  from 
a  wet  summer ;  what,  therefore,  must 
it  be  after  a  winter  ?  The  only  mend- 
ing  it  in  places  receives,  is  the 
tumbling  in  some  loose  stones,  which 
serve  no  other  purpose  but  jolting  a 


carriage  in  a  most  intolerable  manner. 
These  are  not  merely  opinions,  but 
facts ;  for  I  actually  passed  three  carts 
broken  down  in  these  eighteen  miles 
of  execrable  memory."  In  the  Iter 
Lancastrense^  the  roads  in  this  part  of 
the  country  are  contrasted  with  the 
old  Roman  roads,  thus : — 

Out  wayM  an  golpha  of  dart  and  mire,  which  none 
Soaree  orer  pawe  In  mmniar  wUhoat  moanei 
'  Whilst  UMinUurooghaU  ye  world  wen  no  leMeflree 
Of  panadge  then  ye  raee  of  Walllsee, 
On  brokoi  moona,  deep  moaaee,  lake  and  fcnne. 
Mow  works  of  giants  deemed,  mi  arte  of  men. 

In  1687,  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
road  from  Chester  to  Neston,  but  it 
was  so  bad  that  a  carriage  broke  down 
or  stuck  in  the  quicksands* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TOPOUILVPIIY. 


15 


ti&pag'i,  Meok  is  represeuted  as  an  oppidvm,  Agam  in  1690, 
in  the  Index  Villaris,  compiled  by  John  Adams  of  the 
Inner  Temple,  Wallasey  is  represented  as  the  seat  of  one 
gentleman;  neither  Leasowe  nor  Seacombe  is  given;  West 
Kirkby  is  merely  a  parish ;  but  Meols  is  a  seaport  town,  and 
the  seat  of  one  gentleman ! 

In  Burdett's  map  of  1794, "  the  Bathing-place  "  is  represented 
at  Great  Meols,  as  if  it  had  been  even  then  recognised  as  a 
watering-place ;  and  the  shore  road  lies  along  the  heath  and 
sands  to  the  seaward  of  the  present  Leasowe  Castle.*  At  the 
present  time  much  of  this  road  can  be  traced,  especially  at  its 
extremities,  but  the  intermediate  part  has  been  eaten  away 
by  the  action  of  the  tide. 

4. — Inboads  of  the  Sea. 

That  such  erosion  of  the  land  has  really  taken  place, 
though  not  so  prominently  as  to  attract  universal  attention,  is 
evident  from  the  following  facts : — (1.)  The  first  is,  that  Leasowe 
Castle,  erected  about  1593,  originally  an  octagon,  with  turrets 
at  the  alternate  faces,  was  intended  as  a  stand-house,  and  of 
course  was  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  Leasowe  race-course.t 
It  is  now  almost  on  the  margin  of  the  sea;  and,  though 
protected  by  a  strong  sea-wall,  it  is  far  from  secure  against  the 
incursions  of  the  tide.  (2.)  An  imdated  map,  said  to  have 
been  constructed  by  direction  of  the  late  engineer,  Telford, 


•  A  fuller  account  of  the  maps  re- 
ferring to  this  part  of  Cheshire,  is 
given  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire,  xi.  219,  &c 

H*  This  was  formerly  known  as 
•*  WaUissey  Race ; "  and  is  mentioned 
under  that  name  by  James,  Adam 
B^artindale,  GrenyiUe  Collins,  and 
Mackay,  (1732.)  Martindale  says, 
"that  summer  (16S2)  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  came  into   Cheshire  to 


Wallasie  Bace,  and  thence  to  Rock- 
savage,  Dunham,  Moire,  Gawsworth, 
&C.'*  In  King's  Vale  Boyal  it  is  de- 
scribed as  '*  those  flat  sands  or  plains 
upon  the  shore  of  the  sea,  which,  for 
the  fitness  of  such  a  purpose,  all  are 
the  gentlemen  and  others  oft  to  ap- 
point great  matches,  and  "venture  no 
small  sums  in  trying  the  swiftness  of 
their  horses/'  Encroachments  had 
been  made  upon  it  by  the  tide  so 
early  as  1697. 
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which  I  have  seen  in  the  Dock  Office,  Liverpool,  shews  several 
portions  of  the  land  removed  by  the  sea  at  different  dates. 
This  map  has  been  published  in  the  report  of  Robert  Rawlin- 
son,  Esq.,  to  the  General  Board  of  Health  respecting  the 
township  of  Poulton-cum-Seacomba*  It  would  appear  from 
it  that  a  portion  of  the  shore,  about  ninety  yards  in  breadth, 
was  washed  away  between  1771  and  1792;  that  a  second 
portion,  somewhat  larger,  was  washed  away  before  September 
1813,  and  about  twenty  yards  more  between  that  date  and 
1828.  Thus  we  account  for  a  strip  of  land,  at  least  200 
yards  wide,  which  has  been  gradually  removed  by  the  sea.f 
But  this  is  not  alL  On  the  20th  of  January  of  the  present 
year,  the  outer  DoVe  Mark  was  washed  away,  with  the 
whole  of  the  high  bank  on  which  it  stood;  its  site  being 
about  ten  yards  from  the  top  of  the  hill,  to  the  base  of 
which  the  tide  flows.  On  the  same  occasion  about  twenty 
yards  of  the  shore,  near  the  life-boat  house,  was  washed 
away ;  so  that  the  house,  wliich  was  previously  in  a  recess, 
now  stands  exposed.  (3.)  The  site  of  an  old  lighthouse  is 
given  on  Mr.  EawUnson's  map,  at  the  alleged  distance  of 
600  yards  from  the  present  one.  This  is  improbable,  as 
it  would  fix  the  site  of  it  about  200  yards  to  seaward  of  the 
coast  line  of  1771,  and  it  existed  only  from  1763  to  1771, 
within  which  period  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  so  large 
a  destruction  of  the  land  took  place.  J  (4.)  In  the  surveys 
wliich  were  made  by  three  distinguished  engineers,^  for  a  ship 
canal  to  connect  the  Mersey  and  the  Dee,  Mr.  Nimmo  dis- 
covered a  number  of  human  skeletons,  nearly  opposite  the 


♦  The  inquiry  took  place,  and  the 
Report  was  published,  in  1851. 

t  See  the  section  on  the  map  of 
the  district. 

t  Under  the  head  of  **  Hydro- 
graphy "  more  correct  information  is 
given. 

§  See  the  Report  by  Thomas  Tel- 


ford, Robert  Stevenson,  and  Alexan- 
der Nimmo,  dated  16th  May,  1828, 
and  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
"  Report  of  Inquiry  respecting  the  Cor- 
poration of  Liverpool,  1833."  The  dis- 
tance of  the  burial-place  below  high 
water  is  stated  in  Mr.  Rawlinson's 
Report,  quoted  above,  Appendix  C. 
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Leasowe  Lighthouse,  and  at  the  distance  of  between  100  and 
200  yards  below  the  flow  of  the  tida  Their  number,  and  the 
regularity  with  which  they  were  deposited,  leave  no  doubt  on 
the  mind  that  this  was  an  ancient  place  of  sepulture ;  *  and, 
owing  to  the  antiseptic  qualities  of  the  peaty  earth,  they  may 
have  lain  there  for  many  centuries.  This  spot  would  be  within 
the  shore  line  of  1771,  the  upper  surface  of  which  was  not 
actually  carried  away,  but  lowered  and  displaced,  by  the 
removal  of  the  subjacent  beds,  or  otherwise.  (5.)  The  little 
island  of  Hilbre,  which  was  evidently  once  much  larger  than 
it  is  now,  is  being  gradually  washed  away.  The  side  which 
is  most  exposed  has  been  faced  with  mason-work,  by  the 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board,  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
its  decay. 

The  following  inferences,  therefore,  appear  to  flow  naturally 
from  the  evidence,  viz. : — 1st,  that  Meols  or  Great  Meols  was 
relatively  of  much  greater  importance  two  or  three  centuries 
ago  than  it  is  now — 2nd,  that  it  lay  on  the  high-road  round  the 
peninsula,  and  that  it  was  the  direct  terminus  of  a  road  lead- 
ing seaward  along  the  peninsula — 3rd,  that  the  land  then 
extended  further  to  seaward  than  it  does  at  present. 

Similar  inquiries  in  other  departments  tend  to  confirm  some 
of  these  inferences. 


III.— GEOLOGY. 

An  interesting  paper,  on  the  larger  subject  of  the  Geology 
of  the  Country  all  round  Liverpool,  read  at  one  of  their 


*  A  deserted  barial-place  is  soon 
forgotten.  Owing  to  the  necessity  for 
uniting  parishes,  there  are  manj  in 
Ireland;  and  the  traditions  respect- 
ing each  usuaUj  die  out  io  the  gene- 
tation  which  succeeds  the  last  inter- 
ment.    The  old  grare-jard  of  the 


village  of  Formby  has  been  superseded 
for  more  than  a  century  ;  and,  as  tlie 
village  has  been  removed  to  a  dis- 
tance, it  is  rarely  used  except  for  the 
Roman  Catholic  neighbours.  In  a 
few  years  the  "  chaff-sands  **  wiU  pro- 
bably have  buried  it  also. 

C 
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meetings  by  G.  H.  Morton,  F.G.S.,  has  just  been  published 
by  our  local  Naturalists'  Field  Club'.  It  is  copiously  illustra- 
ted ;  and  the  hundred  of  Wirrall  is  part  of  the  country  which 
is  investigated.  On  previous  occasions  similar  investigations* 
have  been  undertaken,  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  ac- 
count for  the  existence  of  several  obvious  historical  changes, 
as  well  as  to  explain  existing  facts.  Most  of  the  following 
statements  are  coincident  with  the  views  of  these  waiters; 
and  to  Mr.  Morton  I  am  indebted  for  the  sketches  from 
which  the  illustrations  have  been  made. 

Ascending  from  bottom  to  top,  the  strata  are  arranged  in 
three  t  great  classes,  which,  if  directly  superimposed,  would  be 
6600  feet  tjiick,  or  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  perpendicular 
depth.  From  the  facts  of  the  case,  it  is  clear  that  the  coal- 
measures  form  a  basin — probably  complete,  but  perhaps  only 
a  partial  one — in  which  the  superior  strata  (the  sandstones, 
&c.)  are  placed.  The  sides  of  this  basin  are  visible  at  Huy- 
ton  in  Lancashire,  at  Neston  in  Cheshire,  and  across  the  Dee 
in  Flintshire.  Or,  to  express  the  same  thing  differently, 
there  has  been  a  fault  in  the  coal-measures,  which  would 
otherwise  have  lain  near  the  surface,  and  a  consequent 
"  downthrow "  of  the  superincumbent  strata ;  so  that  we 
walk  over  the  dislocated  and  abraded  top  of  these,  con- 
stituting as  they  do  the  varied  surface  of  the  ground  in  the 
locality. 

To  the  popular  observer  the  relation  of  hill  and  valley  is 
permanent,  and  we  speak  conventionally  of  the  "  everlasting 


♦  By  Mr.  Cunningham,  F.G.S., 
especially,  and  by  the  late  Rey. 
Thomas  Dwyer  of  Liverpool;  also 
partially  by  Messrs.  Binney  and  Hull 
of  Manchester. 

+ 1.  Paleozoic,  including  the  coal- 
measures,  or  the  upper  portion  of  the 
carboniferous  system.  Thickness, 
4800  feet. 

II.  Mesozoic,   consisting   mainly 


of  red  sandstone,  formerly  known  as 
New.  The  upper  beds  of  the  New  Red 
are  now  called  Eeuper  and  Bunter, 
and  the  lower  Permian ;  but  of  this 
last  none  is  found  here.  Thickness, 
1700  feet. 

Ill,  Pleistocene,  or  most  modern 
strata,  occupying  the  surface  wher- 
ever the  older  rocks  do  not  crop  out. 
Thickness,  100  feet. 
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hills ; "  while  the  water  is  fluid  and  impressible,  and  consti- 
tutes the  *'  restless  ocean."  To  the  eye  of  science,  however, 
the  case  is  wholly  different.  The  ocean  level  constitutes  a 
fixed  standard  of  measurement ;  for  the  surface  of  the  land, 
at  intervals  more  or  less  distant,  is  subject  to  elevations  and 
depressions,  and  to  changes  which  are  sometimes  so  gradual 
as  to  escape  the  notice  of  any  particular  generation.  Within 
the  area  to  which  our  attention  is  now  directed,  the  principal 
clianges  to  be  noted  are  the  following ; — 

(1.)  Filling  up  of  River  Beds,  &c, — ^Beforp  the  accumulation 
of  Post-glacial  deposits,  the  elevated  ridges  of  sandstone  were 
separated  by  valleys,  the  lowest  parts  of  which  were  probably 
chasms,  clefts,  and  ravines.  These  were  gradually  filled  up 
by  the  debris  from  the  denuded  or  higher  strata,  tiU,  instead 
of  sharp  abrupt  angles,  a  graceful  undulating  surface  was 
produced  such  as  we  see.  The  channels  of  our  rivers  origi- 
nally consisted  of  such  valleys,  and  so  did  those  of  the  smaller 
streams;  some  of  which  (like  the  Mersey)  have  been  kept  open 
to  the  present  time,  and  perhaps  enlarged  by  the  increased 
action  of  water.  But  it  frequently  happens  in  the  case  of 
lagoons  or  shallow  lakes,  and  rivers  whose  waters  are  greatly 
diflfused,  that  by  the  accumulation  of  vegetable  and  earthy 
matter  from  the  siUTOunding  elevations,  as  well  as  of  diluvium 
brought  in  by  the  currents,  the  water  is  diminished.  The 
bottoms,  then,  go  through  a  series  of  progressive  changes — 
becoming  "  blind  lakes,"  quagmires,  marshes,  meadow-lands 
occasionally  flooded,  and  lastly  arable  ground.  Sometimes 
the  river,  flowing  from  a  lake  or  basin,  deepens  its  own 
channel  till  it  drains  away  the  source  of  its  supply.  In  this 
part  of  Cheshire  we  can  trace  the  course  of  several  dried 
channels,  as  in  the  low  land  nearly  coincident  with  the 
EUesmere  canal  at  the  south  of  the  peninsula  of  Wirrall ;  the 
line  of  the  Mersey  continued  up  the  Weaver ;  and  the  Birket, 
through  Wallasey  Pool  connecting  it  with  the  sea.  These  are 
not  now  covered  by  tidal  waters,  though  the  names  of  places. 
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the  existence  of  mariiie  shells,  and  the  presence  of  long  low 
valleys  just  above  tidal  influence,  concur  in  shewing  that 
they  were  so  *  within  the  Historic  period.  So  slight  is 
their  elevation  above  high- water  mark,  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  imagine  an  upheaval  of  the  district.  It  is  more 
likely  that  the  detritus  from  the  land  produced  the  effect : 
in  short,  that  the  change  was  from  above,  not  from  below. 

(2.)  Subsidence  of  Portioris  of  th^  Distn^L — ^The  cuttings 
which  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  public  improvements  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  Mersey,  seem  to  shew  a  subsidence  of 
the  strata  of  about  fifty  feet.  Jn  the  year  1829,  in  the  excava- 
tions on  the  site  of  the  Old  Dock,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
the  present  Custom-house,  two  peat  or  forest  beds  were 
discovered.  The  first,  which  was  a  foot  in  depth,  had  over  it 
nineteen  feet  of  water,  and  nine  of  dock  silt,  white  sand,  and 
blue  silt ;  and  the  second,  which  was  lower  down,  and  of  the 
same  thickness,  was  separated  from  it  by  a  bed  of  blue  silt 
ten  feet  thick.  In  both  the  peat  beds,  there  were  trunks  and 
portions  of  the  trunks  of  trees ;  and  in  the  intermediate 
stratum  of  blue  silt  there  were  the  horns  of  the  stag.f 
Another  cutting  was  made  during  the  construction  of  the 
North  Docks  near  Bootle,  when  a  bed  of  peat,  with  forest 
plants  and  trees,  was  found  thirty-five  feet  below  high-water 
level.  The  superincumbent  beds  were  water,  sand,  and  blue 
silt ;  and  immediately  below  the  forest  bed  was  sandstone.  X 

On  the  Cheshire  side  of  the  river,  the  evidences  of  sub- 
sidence are  equally  clear.  The  creek,  formerly  known  as 
Wallasey  Pool,  and  now  called  the  Great  Float,  covers 
]iearly  250  acres  at  spring  tides,  below  the  embankment 
where  the  Birket  discharges  its  waters  through  a  tuimeL  On 
Mickenzie's  chart,  surveyed  in  1760,  the  depth  is  marked  as 


*  "  For  even  cities,  oh  boatman  I 
die  as  men  do,  and,  what  is  more 
remarkable,  whole  rivers  also."— 
Luciatiy  Dialogue  qf  Mercury  and 
Charon. 


t  Newspaper  Account,  quoted  hj 
Mr.  Morton,  p.  46. 

X  Mr.  Glue,  C.E.,  quoted  hy  Mr. 
Morton,  p.  45. 
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twenty  fathoms  opposite  its  month ;  yet  in  1828  there  were 
only  seventeen  feet  of  water  up  to  the  embankment.  It  is 
clear,  therefore,  that  in  the  interval,  the  depth  had  been 
regularly  diminishing.  In  1858,  in  the  course  of  excavations 
for  the  Birkenhead  New  Docks,  the  character  of  the  bottom 
was  disclosed.  The  sloping  sides  of  the  Pool  presented  traces 
of  having  been  a  natural  surface  at  one  time,  covered  with 
large  trees.  The  trunk  of  one  of  these,  apparently  occupying 
the  position  where  it  had  grown,  was  seven  feet  four  inches 
in  circumference,  though  much  of  the  wood  had  been  torn 
away.*  Above  this  ancient  forest  bed  was  a  deposit  of  mud, 
at  least  ten  feet  deep  in  the  middle.  Farther,  about  ten  feet 
below  the  original  bed  of  the  Pool,  was  found  a  human  skull, 
and  the  leg-bone  of  (probably)  a  red-deer.  The  former  was 
that  of  an  adult,  but  of  small  size,  particularly  in  the  frontal 
region.  Several  horns  and  portions  of  skulls  of  the  Bos 
primigmius  were  also  discovered ;  some  of  the  horns  lying  at 
the  root  of  a  tree  near  the  upper  end  of  the  Pool.  There  were 
also  found  a  skull  of  the  Bos  longifrons  (Plate  XXXII.,  2a, 
2b),  horns  and  bones  of  the  Cervibs  elaphits,  and  the  rib-bone 
of  a  Cetacean.f  The  forest  bed  of  the  Wallasey  Pool  rests  on 
lK)ulder-clay,  and  those  of  the  Bootle  Docks  and  Custom- 
house on  sandstone;  so  that  there  seems  to  have  been  a 
subsidence,  not  of  one  stratum,  but  of  the  whole  mass, 
probably  before  the  period  with  which  history  makes  us 
acquainted. 


*  Extensive  land-slips  have  taken 
place  on  the  banks  of  the  Mersey,  as 
elsewhere ;  and  Mr.  Cunningham  re- 
fers to  one  in  which  part  of  the  garden 
connected  with  the  Egremont  hotel 
was  carried  down  to  the  shore.  A 
frolt-tree  maintained  its  erect  position 
for  at  least  nine  months,  standing 
upright  on  the  rock  when  all  the  soil 
had  been  washed  away  from  it  This 
shows  what  is  possible ;  but  it  will 
probably  be  regarded  as  an  exceptional 


occurrence.  One  trunk  in  Wallasey 
Pool  might  have  been  accounted  for  in 
the  same  way ;  but  we  have  to  account 
for  hundreds,  some  of  which  grew 
and  fell  on  a  flat  surface.  Ormerod 
(Bist.  Chesh.  ii.,  262)  mentions  the 
tradition,  that  "  a  man  might  have 
gone  from  tree-top  to  tree- top  from 
the  Meols  Stocks  to  Birkenhead.'' 

t  Transactions  of  the  Historic  So- 
ciety of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  x. 
265. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22  PART  I.^ — THE  district; 

(3.)  There  have  been  several  land  surfaces. — ^This  fact  has 
been  noticed  incidentally,  in  the  mention  which  occurs  of  the 
excavation  for  the  Custom-house ;  but  it  requires  to  be 
specially  referred  to,  for  reasons  which  wiU  be  apparent. 
The  line  from  Leasowe  lighthouse  along  the  shore  to  the 
Dove  landmark,  is  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  both 
extremities  of  it  are  interesting.  At  the  latter  place  the 
antiquities  are  procured ;  at  the  former  the  land  is  low,  and 
the  irruptions  of  the  sea  are  prevented  by  a  large  artificial 
embankment.  At  the  Dove  Point,  a  section  to  seaward 
presents  the  following  appearances :  * — 

N 


StnU  «i  Dore  Poink 

1.  Tlie  sandhills. 

2.  Peat  bed  about  a  foot  thick  (over  which  are  traces  of 
cultivation  in  sandy  earth,  with  recent  shells,  bones, 
and  teeth). 

3.  Blue  silt,  a  foot  thick. 

4.  Large  forest  bed,  three  feet  thick,  containing  trunks  of 
gigantic  trees.  On  this  portion  the  principal  Roman 
fihilce  have  been  found, 

5.  Blue  silt,  between  two  and  three  feet  thick,  penetrated 
by  vegetable  fibra 

6.  Lower  forest  bed,  with  remains  of  trees — a  foot  thick. 

7.  Boulder  clay. 

The  tide  rises  to  the  base  of  the  sandhills. 


♦  On  the  23rd  September,  1862,  I 
visited  the  spot  in  company  with  the 
members  of  the  Lirerpool  Geological 


Society,  and  yerified  all  these  state* 
ments. 
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On  comparing  this  with  the  section  at  the  lighthouse,  we 
see  what  beiJs  disappear  in  the  short  distance : — 


1, 


£in|c^tA[77U>trC. 


^^^^^^;?^'^>^ 


Li  *JKW  ITT   i.i 
8tz«ta  at  tho  LigUthoaae. 

The  sandhills  are  absent 

The  land  surface  answers  to  No.  2  in  the  former  section. 

Numbers  4  and  5  are  absent;  but  in  their  places  we 
have  a  bed  of  drift  sand  two  feet  deep,  marked  3  in 
this  section.  The  lower  submarine  forest  bed  6  is  here, 
and  the  boulder-clay  7  beneath  it. 

Materials  to  form  the  embankment  have  been  taken  from 
the  cutting  between  the  lighthouse  and  it. 
It  was  at  one  time  supposed  that  these  various  forest  beds, 
or  land  surfaces,  rested  upon  sand,  and  that,  as  the  action  of  , 
the  sea  washed  it  from  under  the  first  or  lowest,  it  sunk. as 
far  inland  as  the  sea  thus  operated.  This  view  is  expressed 
in  the  following  quotation — "  We  have  all  heard  of  submarine 
forests ;  that  is,  remnants  of  once  sylvan  ground,  now  covered 
by  the  sea  at  high  water,  and  presenting  stumps  of  large  trees 
mingled  with  moss,  sand,  and  silt.  It  was  at  first  generally 
concluded  that  these  submerged  forests  were  proofs  of  local 
subsidence  of  the  land  in  recent  times.  But  Mr.  John  Cim- 
ningham  of  Liverpool,  investigating  the  subject  a  few  years 
ago,  by  the  examination  of  the  well-known  Leasowe  submerged 
forest  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mersey,  foimd,  on  boring  through 
the  boulder  clay,  a  quicksand,  and  has  very  reasonably  sug- 
gested that  the  subsidence  in  these  cases  is  caused  by  the 
attack  of  the  sea  upon  the  sand-beds  of  the  boulder-clay, 
sweeping  it  out,  and  so  causing  the  ground  simply  to  collapse — 
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a  minor,  yet  still  interesting  phenomenon."  *  But,  while  the 
three  distinct  surfaces  can  thus  be  accoimted  for,  why  are 
the  facts  at  one  spot  so  different  from  those  of  adjacent  ones  ? 
Mr.  Morton  is  satisfied  that  the  three  beds  of  black  earth 
(numbered  here  2,  4,  and  6)  converge  towards  the  south  or 
land  side,  the  two  lower  becoming  blended  in  one,  as'  on  the 


Convergence  of  Strata  towards  the  Sbore,  at  Dove  Point 

section  near  the  lighthouse.  It  is  only  at  a  particular  point, 
therefore,  that  we  trace  three  distinct  suifaces,  all  of  them 
more  or  less  below  the  tida  In  the  lowest  we  have  no 
traces  of  man ;  in  the  second,  or  middle  one,  the  proofs  of  his 
existence  at  the  earliest  period  of  our  history  are  numerous ; 
in  the  third,  or  upper  one,  they  are  still  more  abundant.  It 
is  not  necessary  here  to  examine  the  theories  respecting  the 
formation  of  these  beds ;  it  is  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of 
the  present  work  to  shew  the  facts  respecting  their  position 
and  relations.  We  have  no  sufficient  evidence  to  show  who 
occupied  the  lowest  of  these  forest  beds ;  but  the  Eomans  and 
the  contemporary  tribes  of  the  Cornavii  (and  probably  the  ear- 
liest Saxons),  walked  among  the  forests  of  the  second.  The 
early  English  people  who  inhabited  the  sea-margin,  or  made 
it  a  place  for  entrance  and  exit,  lived  upon  the  upper  stratum, 
but  further  to  seaward  than  the  present  coast  line.  This  bed, 
though  covered  by  the  tide,  and  by  deposits  from  it,  is  still 
continuous  with  the  present  surface. 


•  "  Ice  and  Water ;   a  Review  of  I  bert  Chambers,  F.R.S.E.,  &c. 
the  Superficial  Formation."   By  Bo-  | 
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IV.— HISTORY. 

Fob  centuries  before  Liverpool  and  the  Mersey  liad  attracted 
the  attention  of  mankind,  the  ancient  city  of  Chester,  and  the 
river  Dee  on  which  it  is  situated,  were  well  known.  It 
was  the  Deva  of  the  twentieth  Eoman  legion;  from  the 
residence  of  whom  it  derived  the  two  names  by  which  it  was 
afterwards  known  to  the  Britons  and  the  Saxons  respectively. 
To  the  former  it  was  Caer-Legion,*  the  city  of  the  legion ; 
and  to  the  latter  Chester,f  or  the  place  of  the  camp ;  both  of 
which  names,  it  may  be  remarked,  are  common  nouns  rather 
than  proper,  and  apply  to  several  other  places  in  England. 
Indeed,  until  the  sixteenth  century,  and  occasionally  later,  it 
was  known,  by  way  of  distinction,  as  West  Chester.  X 

But  although  the  barks  of  the  Eomans,  which  were  dignified 
by  the  common  name  of  ships,  could  sail  up  to  the  walls  of 
Chester,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they,  or  any  of  the 
navigators  who  succeeded  them,  were  unacquainted  with  the 
district  which  we  are  now  examining.  It  lay  on  the  high- 
road to  the  sea  ;  it  was  a  "  Chersonese,"  or  peninsula,  which 
they  would  be  desirous  to  explore ;  and,  though  wild  in  parts, 
and  most  probably  peopled  with  still  wilder  tribes,  it  evidently 
possessed  a  good  deal  of  woodland  scenery  even  to  the  margin 
of  the  sea.  It  would  be  morally  certain,  therefore,  that  the 
Eomans  were  acquainted  with  the  present  neighbourhood  of 
Great  Meols,  even  without  the  numerous  evidences  of  them 


*  Episcopus  Lichefeldensis  migrayit 
in  Cestriam,  qnx  olim  civitaa  Legi- 
onum  dicebatur.  Flor,  Wigom,  in 
Monum,  Hist,  Brit,  I,,  644.  Eadgerns, 
.  «  .  .  cum  ingenti  classe,  Sep* 
tentrionali  Britannia  circuronavigata, 
ad  Legionnm  ciyitatem  appnlit.  lb. 
p.  578. 

t  They  arrived  at  a  western  city  in 
WirheaU  which  ig  called  Lega^ceastie, 
Aug,  Sax.  Chron.  A,D.  B94,in  Monum, 
Hist,  Brit,  /.,  .367. 


X  The  town,  still  known  as  Caer 
Leon  in  Monmouthshire,  was  also 
known  to  the  Britons  as  Kair- Legion 
CHen,  Huntendunens.  Hist,  Anglor,  lib, 
I,)\  and,  as  it  was  for  many  years  an 
Archbishopric,  the  distinctive  term 
was  applied  to  Chester  on  the  Dee. 
Bede  in  Monum,  Hist,  Britan,  /.,  1 51,  n. 
"Called  from  its  westerly  situation 
Pres^Chcster."  Molts  Compkat  Geo- 
grapher, 1 709,  p.  32.  **  It  is  commonly 
called  West  Chester."  Bankes's  Geog, 
fol.  dr.  1789. 
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which  we  have  found  in  the  shape  of  coins  and  fibulae ;  but, 
with  such  evidence,  it  is  undeniable.  Indeed,  it  is  probable 
that  this  position  was  occupied  as  an  out-post,  not  only  for 
the  purpose  of  embarking  and  disembarking  with  greater 
facility  in  their  sea  journeys,  but  as  a  permanent  outwork  and 
place  of  observation.*  It  is  just  such  as  a  skilful  commander 
would  select  at  any  time,  in  a  country  owned  by  people  for 
the  most  part  barbarous,  and  held  by  military  occupation. 

Eespecting  several  centuries  there  is  little  definite  to  be 
gleaned  from  history ;  but  such  knowledge  as  we  possess  of 
the  peoples,  the  times,  and  the  places,  and  the  analogy  of 
circumstances,  enable  us  to  fill  up  the  void  by  conjecture  that 
cannot  be  very  wide  of  the  reality.  Shortly  after  the  period  of 
the  Norman  conquest,  however,  we  find  a  glowing  description 
of  Chester,  which  indirectly  brings  before  us  the  condition  of 
the  neighbouring  districts.  Lucian  the  monk  treats  thus  of 
Chester : — 

"  Being  in  the  west  parts  of  Britain,  it  stood  very  convenient  to 
receive  the  Roman  legions  that  were  transpoi*ted  hither ;  and,  besides, 
it  was  proper  for  watching  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  and  was  a 
perfect  key  to  Ireland.  For,  being  opposite  to  the  north  parts  of 
Ireland,  it  opened  a  passage  thither  for  ships  and  mariners  continually 
in  motion  to  and  again.^f 

Elsewhere  he  says — "  Chester  itself  is  frequented  by  the 
Irish,  is  neighbour  to  the  Welsh,  and  is  plentifully  served 
with  provisions  by  the  English;"!  ^^  ^^^  ^^  connection 
with  Ireland — then  a  place  of  much  greater  relative  impor- 
tance than  it  is  now — ^is  not  only  referred  to  more  than  once, 
but  stated  in  detail  Tet,  even  at  that  early  period  it  main- 
tained intimate  relations  with  other  parts  of  the  world ;  and, 
though  the  traders  were  few  in  number,  they  must  have  been 


*  It  has  been  suggested  by  Mr. 
Hills,  R.N.,  that  Hilbre  Island  was  a 
station  for  observation  since  very 
carlj  times.  Every  ship  from  Chester 
was  visible,  whether  an  east  wind 
carried  it  by  Chester  bar  and  along 


the  Welsh  coast,  or  a  west  wind  car- 
ried it  through  the  Hoyle  lake  and 
the  Horse  channel  to  the  sea. 

t  Gibson's  Camden,  col.  559. 

t  lb.  555. 
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much  better  known  in  a  thin  population,  whose  infonnation, 
in  a  great  degree,  depended  upon  their  own  observation. 

"  Qod  has  blessed  Chester  on  the  south  side  with  a  harhour  to  ships 
coming  from  Qascoign,  Spain,  Ireland,  and  Qermany ;  who  by  Christ^s 
assistance,  and  by  the  laboar  and  conduct  of  the  mariners,  repair  hither, 
and  supply  them  with  all  sorts  of  commodities ;  so  that,  being  comforted 
by  the  grace  of  God  in  all  things,  we  drink  wine  Tery  plentifully,  for 
those  countries  haye  abundance  of  vineyards.**  * 

That  many  of  these  ships  halted  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee, 
or  near  the  modem  Hoylake,  is  certain ;  perhaps  waiting  for 
fevourable  winds,  or  in  dread  of  the  sand-banks,  which  then 
were  more  troublesome  to  the  navigation  than  now,  because 
they  were  less  accurately  known.  During  the  incumbency  of 
Richard,  second  Norman  earl  of  Chester,  or  some  little  time 
previous  to  1120,  he  was  in  danger  at  Basingwerk  Abbey,  near 
Holywell,  in  Flint;  and  the  Constable  of  Chester  passed  down 
the  right  bank  of  the  Dee,  assuming,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
there  would  be  plenty  of  ships  to  convey  himself  and  his  men 
across.  As  it  happened,  however,  there  was  not  one ;  and,  had 
it  not  been  for  a  miracle  performed  by  St.  Werburgh,  in  reply 
to  intercession  which  a  monk  of  the  cell  of  Hilbre  suggested, 
no  relief  could  have  been  afiTorded.  A  new  pathway  across  the 
Dee  was  raised  up,  known  in  after  years  as  the  Constable's 
sands.  The  important  point,  however,  is  that  Bradshaw,  the 
monk  of  Chester,  writing  at  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
represents  the  waters  near  the  mouth  of  the  Dee  as  a  "  royal 
road,"  night  and  day,  for  vessels  during  the  twelfth  century ; 
thus  corroborating  what  we  leam  from  other  sources. 

The  constable  congregate  in  all  goodly  hast 

A  myghtye  stroDge  host,  in  theyr  best  arraye, 

Toward  Hilburgee  on  iomey  ridyng  fast 

Trusting  upon  shippes  all  them  to  convaye. 

Which  was  a  riall  rode  that  tyme  nyght  and  daye, 

And  when  they  thedyr  came,  shyppyng  none  there  was, 

To  carie  all  them  over  in  convenient  space. 

Life  of  St,  Werhurge, — Chetham  Society,  p.  188. 

*  Gibson's  Camden,  col.  559. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28  PART   L— THE  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  accumulation  of  sand  in  the  river,  and  the ' 
diminution  of  deep  water,  the  port  of  Chester  came  to  be 
practically  abandoned,*  and  Shotwick,  lower  down,  took  its 
placet  But  this,  too,  was  abandoned  a  little  later ;  and  "  Y* 
Noo  Key,"  above  Neston,  was  commenced  about  1569.  For 
more  than  two  hundred  years,  or  till  1791,  this,  or  Parkgate 
adjacent,  was  the  principal  point  of  trafl&c  with  Ireland,  and 
latterly  there  was  a  regular  packet  communication  at  least  four 
times  a- week.  But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  nominal  port, 
the  water  near  the  Dove  Point  must  long  have  constituted  a 
halting-place ;  and  there,  we  are  told,  that  in  the  seventeenth 
century  the  larger  vessels  discharged  part  of  their  cargoes, 
to  enable  them  to  sail  over  the  flats  into  the  new  and  rising 
port  of  liverpooL  This  would  account  for  Meols  being 
mentioned  as  a  port ;  and  it  would  account  for  such  occur- 
rences as  that  of  1585,  in  which  sixteen  pirates  stole  a  ship 
out  of  Wirrall,  but  owing  to  contrary  winds  could  not  get 
clear  oflT,  and  were  taken.  X 

Chester  had  not  only  been  the  scene  of  the  periodical 
performance  of  the  "  Mystery  plays,"  but  at  the  close  of  the 
sixteenth  century  it  was  the  resort  of  minstrels  and  jongleurs, 
and  in  other  respects  a  place  of  great  refinement.  But  im- 
pressions of  this  kind  frequently  suffered  a  forcible  contrast 
in  the  minds  of  its  limited  population.  During  the  first  two 
centuries  after  the  conquest,  it  was  the  rendezvous  of  the 
English  army  employed  agaiast  the  Welsh;  and,  during 
several  subsequent  centuries,  it  was  on  the  highw^ay  to  Ireland. 
The  incessant  passing  of  the  military  connected  with  the  Irish  ser- 
vice of  settlers  (undertakers,  as  they  were  called)  on  confiscated  estates, 
and  of  soldiers  oscillating  between  the  low  countries  and  Ireland  ;  in 


*  The  sea  is  not  so  kind  as  it  has 
been  formerly,  having  withdrawn  it- 
self, and  deprived  the  city  of  the 
advantage  of  a  harbour.    Moll,  p.  32. 

t  Great  ships  in  times  past,  at  full 
sea  did  come  to  Watergate  in  Chester; 
but  the  channel  is  now  so  choaked  up 


with  sand,  that  it  will  scarce  give  pas- 
sage for  smaU  boats,  insomuch  that 
ships  now  come  to  a  place  caUed  New 
Key,  about  six  miles  distant.  Blome*s 
Britannia  (1673),  p.  54. 
X  King's  Vale  Royal. 
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shorty  the  coDstant  presence  of  fierce  reckless  adventurers,  sufficiently 
kept  alive  a  warlike  spirit.  * 

A  few  examples  may  suffice  to  show  how  great  a  thorough- 
fare Chester  had  become. 

1594. — ^There  came  unto  Chester  at  several  times  two  thousand  two 
hundred  footmen  and  a  thousand  horsemen,  to  go  to  Ireland,  for  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  of  Hugh  Fardorough,  Earl  of  Tyrone : 
the  mayor  had  much  ado  to  keep  the  soldiers  quiet,  and  caused  a 
gibbet  to  be  set  up  at  the  high  cross,  whereon  three  soldiera  had  like 
to  have  been  hanged. 

1^95. — ^There  came  to  Chester  at  several  times  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred footmen,  and  three  hundred  horsemen,  to  go  for  Ireland.  The 
clergy  set  forth  the  horsemen,  whereof  a  hundred  and  fifty-two  horse 
were  sent  for  Ireland,  the  rest  were  sent  back  again,  because  they 
were  not  sufficient. 

1696. — Nine  hundred  soldiers  came  to  Chester,  whereof  five  hundred 
were  sent  for  Ireland,  and  the  rest,  staying  for  a  wind,  were  dis- 
charged and  sent  away.  Also  in  the  beginning  of  May  the  soldiers 
went  last  over,  and  six  hundred  more  were  sent  back  again. 

1597. — ^A  thousand  footmen,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty  horsemen, 
came  at  several  times,  and  were  sent  into  Ireland. 

1598. — The  Earl  of  Essex,  lieutenant-general  for  the  wars  in  Ireland, 
came  unto  Chester,  and  with  him  three  other  earls,  besides  many  other 
lords,  knights,  and  gentlemen^  who  were  honourably  received  by  the 
mayor  and  his  brethren.  A  great  army  of  soldiers  went  over  to  serve 
in  Ireland,  both  horsemen  and  footmen,  all  under  Uie  command  of 
the  said  earl. 

1699.— The  14th  of  February  the  Lord  Mountjoy,  deputy  of  Ireland, 
and  with  him  a  great  train,  dined  with  the  mayor  the  17th  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  departed  towards  Wales  the  19th  of  February,  to  take 
shipping  for  Ireland. 

1601. — Many  soldiers  were  this  year  sent  into  Ireland,  f 

It  will  be  obvious,  however,  from  some  of  the  following 
extracts,  that  sailing  from  Chester,  or  near  it,  really  meant  from 
any  part  of  the  waters  of  the  Dee  or  Wirrall,  though  it  is  only 


*  Paper  by  Thomas  Hey  wood,  Esq. 
Transactions  of  Historic  Society  of 


Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  v.  8S. 
t  King's  Yale  Royal. 
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in   a  few  cases  that  the  precise  point  of  embarkation  is 
noticed 

1(K)0. — The  army,  oonsisting  in  list  of  4000  foote  and  200  horse,  whereof 
3000  of  the  foote  and  all  the  horse  were  lened  in  England,  the  other 
1000  foote  were  taken  of  the  old  companys  about  Dnblin,  and  all 
assigned  to  meete  att  Knockfergus  (Carrickfergus)  the  first  of  May ; 
that  part  leryed  in  England  was  shipt  at  Helbree,  neere  vnto  West- 
chester, on  the  24th  of  Aprill,  1600.  And  of  these  a  regiament  of 
1000  foote  and  50  horse  were  to  be  taken  out  iniediatelie  ypon  our 
landing,  and  assigned  to  Sr  Mathew  Morgan  to  make  a  plantation 
with  att  Ballishannon. 

The  proTisions  wee  carried  with  ts  at  first  were  a  quantetie  of  deale 
boards  and  sparrs  of  firr  timber,  a  hundred  flock  bedds,  with  other 
necessaries,  to  furnish  an  hospitall  wthall,  one  peece  of  demy  cannon 
of  brass,  two  culverins  of  iron,  a  master-gunner,  two  master>ma8ons, 
and  two  master-carpenters,  allowed  in  pay,  wth  a  greate  number  of 
tooles  and  other  ytensiles,and  wth  all  victuell  and  munition  requisite. 

8oe  wth  these  men  from  England,  and  these  proyisions  aforesaide,  on 
the  xxvth  day  of  Aprill  wee  sett  saile,  and  on  the  28th  in  the 
evening  put  in  att  Elnockfergus,  where  we  staide  the  space  of  8  dayee 
before  the  companyes  from  Dublin  came  all  vnto  vs.* 

In  the  following  extract  of  a  letter,  from  the  Hon.  James 
Dillon  to  Ealph  Vemey,  Esq.,  the  locality  is  alluded  to  in 
general  terms  as  Chester  Water.f  It  is  dated  CloncuUan, 
24th  October,  1631. 

Within  two  or  three  dayes  after  my  comming  to  the  water-side  from 
London,  I  (with  many  more)  was  entized  a  shipboarde  by  a  flattering 
winde.  Where  we  were  noe  sooner  in  a  readinesse,  and  euen  vppon  the 
weighing  of  anchor,  then  there  arose  a  terrible  tempest.  The  winds 
blew  beyonde  measure  high,  and  the  rayne  fell  downe  soe  uiolentlyand 
soe  fast,  as  one  might  haue  thought  that  the  flood-gates  of  heauen  had 
beone  sett  wide  open.  We  landed  presently,  and  truely  'twas  well  for 
us  that  we  could  doe  soe,  for  had  we  stayed  aboarde  our  lines  had  been 
all  endangered,  though  within  harbor.    How  soe,  doe  you  demaude  ? 


•  "A  Narration  of  the  Senrices  done 
by  the  Army  ymployed  to  Loaghfoyle, 
under  the  leading  of  mce  Sir  Henry 
Docwra,  Kt."  Quo.  Ordnance  Survey 
of  the  County  of  Londonderry,  p.  36. 


t  The  term  is  common  to  the 
present  hour.  When  used  in  refer- 
ence to  anchorage,  it  means  the  sta- 
tion known  as  Wild  Road,  near  the 
Point  of  Air. 
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I  will  tell  you,  fdr.  Our  barke  waa  beaten  vpp  to  a  foUe  Bea-marke^ 
wliere  abe  bad  ber  bottome  strucken  oat,  and  was  ynseamed.  Nor 
waa  it  abe  alone  tbat  suffered  in  tbis  storme.  Tbere  was  not  a  yessell 
on  Cbester  water  wbicb  escaped  scott-free.* 

In  the  spring  of  1689,  when  it  was  known  that  King  James 
had  landed  in  Ireland,  eighteen  regiments  of  foot,  and  four 
or  five  of  horse,  were  raised  in  England  for  service  there. 
This  was  the  first  army  sent  forward  under  Duke  Schomberg, 
and  which  suflfercd  so  severely  in  camp  during  the  ensuing 
winter  for  want  of  suitable  conveniences,  and  even  necessaries. 
1669. — In  July  most  of  tbem  were  commanded  to  Cbester,  in  order  to 

be  shipped  for  Ireland. 
Most  of  tbem  encampt  about  a  week  at  Neston,  and  tben  on  Tbursday, 
tbe  8th  August,  about  six  o'clock  in  tbe  morning,  His  Grace,  Duke 
Scomberg,  General  of  all  tbeir  Majesties'  Forces,  Count  Solmes, 
General  of  tbe  Foot,  and  several  great  officers  more,  with  not  ten 
thousand  foot  and  horse^  embarked  at  Higblake,t  for  Ireland. 
Tbe  winds  being  cross  they  lay  tbere  till  Monday,  tbe  12tb^  wben,  at 
four  o'clock  in  tbe  mommg,  the  wind  bemg  S.S.E.and  S.E.,  tbe  Bona- 
venture  frigate  (Captain  Hobson,  commander)  fired  a  gun,  and  put 
his  light  to  the  main  topmast  shrouds^  that  being  the  signal  for 
sailing.    There  was  also  the  Antelope,  the  James  galley,  the  Cleave- 
land,  and  the  Monmoulh  yats,  with  between  eighty  and  ninety 
vessels  more,  who  all  were  imder  sail  at  six  o'clock,  and  at  eight  tbe 
Bonaventure  put  out  an  ensign  in  tbe  mizen  shrouds  for  all  the 
Captains  and  Masters  to  come  on  board,  which  done,  they  received 
orders  to  sidl  directly  for  Carrickfergus  Bay  in  Ireland,  t 
In  the  following  summer  large  reinforcements  of  military 
passed  over  at  several  times.    The  account  of  one  of  these  is 
given  by  Dean  Davies.  § 


♦  Vemey  Fapen,  Camden  Society, 
pp.  148,  149. 

t  John  Van  Zoelcn,  apparently  one 
of  the  officers  in  the  I)iike*s  army, 
died  here  on  8rd  of  September,  and 
is  buried  in  West  Kirkby  church.  He 
was  formerly  of  Bristol ;  and  he  ap- 
pears to  hare  become  ill  about  the 
time  of  the  embarkation.  See  refer* 
encet  to  him  in  Leigh's  Lancashire, 
p.  29;    Ormerod's  Hist.  Chesh.,  ii. 


267;  and  Transact,  of  Hist.  Soc, 
Til  15. 

}  Impartial  History  of  the  Affiiirs 
in  Ireland ;  written  by  an  eyewitness 
to  tbe  most  remarkable  passages, 
1691,  p.  6.  (From  the  edition  of 
1693,  it  appears  that  he  was  the  Bey. 
George  Storey,  chaplain  to  the  regi- 
ment, formerly  Sir  Thomas  Gower's, 
afterwards  the  Earl  of  Drogheda's.) 

§  Diary,  Camden  Societj,  p.  108,  &c. 
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1690.— April  26  (Sat.)— We  diuecl  at  our  lodgings  (in  Chester),  and 
after  dinner  they  all  grew  very  busy  in  sending  their  things  away  to 
Hoy  lake,  where  lay  our  recruits  of  horse,  being  four  hundred,  and  the 
Nassau  and  Brandenburg  regiments. 

27th  (Sund.)— In  the  morning  all  our  sparks  were  in  a  great  hurry, 
tlie  wind  presenting  fair. 

May  3rd  (Sat)— In  the  afternoon  I  put  my  trunks,  bed,  saddle,  and 
hat-case  on  board  Mr.  Thompson's  boat,  and  sent  them  to  Hoylake, 
where  they  were  shipped  off  with  the  Major's  things. 

May  6th  (Tues.) — In  the  morning  we  took  horse  for  Hoylake,  and, 
passing  by  Neston,  we  eame  there  about  one  o*clock.  At  our  coming 
we  found  the  commissary  at  the  parson's  at  dinner  with  Count  Scraven- 
more,  where  we  waited  on  him,  and  got  an  order  for  a  ship  to  carry 
eighteen  horses  and  twenty- three  men.  Then  we  dined  at  one  Barker's, 
where  it  cost  us  each  two  shillings,  and  in  the  evening  we  went  to  a 
farmer's  house,  where  Frank  Burton  and  I  lay  together.  The  surgeon 
being  of  our  quarters,  we  supped  at  the  Major's  quarters,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  us,  and  parted  in  the  evening,  with  a  resolution 
to  be  on  board  at  nine  in  the  morning,  but  the  Major's  tumbril  having 
a  wheel  broken  within  two  miles  of  Chester,  it  gave  us  some  trouble. 

May  7th  (Wed.) — In  the  morning  we  breakfasted  at  our  quarters, 
and  paid  for  ourselves  and  horses  three  shillings  each.  Then  about 
nine  o'clock  came  on  board,  and  at  eleven  shipped  our  horses,  all  but 
the  Major's  carriage,  which  was  not  yet  come  up.  The  Major  and  I 
walked  a  mile  on  the  strand,  and  went  into  two  islands  *  in  the  bay,  and 
then  came  on  board,  all  the  rest  of  our  company  being  on  board 
Another  ship  drinking ;  they  all  came  to  us  in  the  evening,  and  we 
lay  on  board  all  night 

May  8th  (Thurs.)— Sir  William  Russell,  Frank  Burton,  and  I,  went 
on  shore  to  a  French  suttler's,  and  at  our  return  the  Major's  tumbril 
came  up.  In  the  afternoon  we  shipped  it,  and  came  down  to  the  roads' 
mouth,  where  we  lay  at  anchor  all  night 

May  9th  (Frid.) — In  the  morning  we  set  sail ;  the  wind  being 
E.N.E.,  and  steered  N.W.  by  N. ;  we  had  but  little  wind,  and  got  not 
out  of  sight  of  Wales  all  day. 

We  are  here  made  acquainted  with  several  facts  incidentally, 
at  some  of  which  we  might  have  arrived  reasoning  from 


*  Probably  Hilbre  and  the  Middle 
eye,  the  former  of  which  is  described 
in  Blome's  Britannia  (1673),  as  "a 


barren  Isle  called  Hilbre,  which,  at 
low  water,  may  be  passed  over  on  the 
sand,"  p.  5*2, 
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probabilities.  Thus  (1.)  it  is  clear  that  it  was  not  ilnilsual  for 
boats  to  take  luggage,  and  probably  merchandise,  down  the 
river  and  over  the  flats  to  the  deep  water.  (2.)  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  the  accident  to  the  major's  tumbril  was  caused 
by  the  bad  state  of  the  roads.  (3.)  We  find  that  the  farmers 
of  the  parish  of  West  Kirkby,  about  Grange,  Neston,  and 
Meols,  made  charges  like  hotels  for  the  accommodation 
afforded  to  officers  billeted  on  them ;  *  and  (4)  Hoylake  (the 
water)  is  referred  to,  but  there  is  no  notice  of  a  village. 

In  the  following  month,  William  III.^  who,  though  king  of 
England,  was  as  yet  only  Prince  of  Orange  in  Ireland,  passed 
over  to  lead  his  united  forces  in  person.  The  army  was  encamp- 
ed on  the  Wallasey  Leasowes;  but  this  was  the  general  name 
for  the  long  plain  of  meadow  land,  of  which  Great  Meols,  near 
the  Dove  Point,  forms  a  part  He  was  at  Chester  on  Sunday 
the  10th  of  June,  and  attended  divine  service  in  the  Cathedral ; 
and,  passing  down  the  river's  side  that  afternoon,  he  slept  at  the 
house  of  William  Glegg,  Esq.,  of  Gayton,  whom  he  afterwards 
knighted,  f  It  appears  that  on  that  very  day  Samuel  Atkin- 
son of  the  Transport  Office  at  Hoylake,  engaged,  by  the  king's 
order,  Edward  Tarlton,  master  of  the  ship  James  of  Liverpool, 
to  serve  as  his  pilot  to  Carrickfergiis ;  J  and  they  sailed  on  the 


*  Sometimes  there  was  great  di^- 
eulty  in  obtaining  accommodation  at 
Chester,  especiallj  when  the  numbers 
which  passed  throagh  were  large. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  its 
popalation  probablj  was  short  of 
5000  rather  than  in  excess  of  it ;  for 
in  1801  there  were  onlj  14,650  within 
the  old  boundaries  of  the  cit j.  Dean 
Daries  gives  the  foUowing  under  date 
(Wednesday)  23rd  April : — 

"  At  our  coming  we  were  severel j 
put  to  to  get  entertainment,  and,  had 
not  the  Earl  (of  Orrery)  got  a  billet 
from  his  colonel  at  the  Golden  Lion, 
we  must  have  stayed  in  the  streets. 


dere  we  got  into  a  stable  very  iU 
accommodated^  and  a  dog-hole  of  a 
lodging  ten  times  worse.  My  brother 
and  I  lay  it  a  bed  not  five  feet  long 
nor  four  broad,  under  a  pair  of  stairs, 
being  so  small  that  we  could  not  both 
go  in  together,  but  one  was  forced 
to  stay  in  the  earl's  room  while  the 
other  went  to  bed." 

t  Paper  by  Joseph  Mayer,  F.S.A., 
in  the  Transactions  of  the  Historic 
Society,  v.  5. 

X  It  does  not  appear  that  he  was 
ever  remunerated,  though,  August 
20,  1695,  an  order  was  made  to  pay 
his  widow  JUS  Ss.  Od. 
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1 2th  *  (actually  Thursday  but  called  Wednesday)  from  a  place 
near  the  present  Hoylake  village,  still  known  as  the  King's 
Gap. 

On  Wednesdajyt  Jane  12,  in  the  morniag,  His  Majesty,  aceompMiied 
with  His  Royal  Highuess  the  Prmce  of  Denmark,  and  several  other 
persons  of  quality,  embarked  at  Highlake,  and  the  same  afterw^irda 
went  out  to  sea,  but  the  wind  wavering  made  not  much  way  that  day ; 
but  on  Friday ,t  the  14th,  the  wind  proving  fair,  made  amends  for  the 
slowness  of  the  two  foimer  days  sailing ;  and  on  Saturday,  about  three 
in  the  afternoon.  His  Majesty  came  into  the  Lough  of  Carrix^kfergns, 
with  the  whole  fleet  that  attended  him.  t 

It  will  thus  be  evident  that  the  locality  of  Great  Meols, 
near  the  Dove  Point,  on  the  plain  of  the  Wallasey  Leasowe, 
was  not  always  the  retired  and  almost  unknown  spot  that  it 
is  at  present.  Within  the  limits  of  a  single  century  we  show 
that  many  thousands  of  soldiers  and  civilians,  infantry  and 
cavalry,  passed  near  or  over  the  spot ;  and  therefore  vast  and 
varied  must  liave  been  the  multitude,  notwithstanding  the 
scantiness  of  population,  which,  during  at  least  two  thousand 
years,  trod  its  sands,  or  rested  beneath  the  foliage  of  its  forest 
tiees,  or  sailed  upon  its  waters. 


v.— ETHNOLOGY. 

Bepohi:  the  town  of  Liverpool  had  attained  any  commercial 
greatness,  indeed,  before  it  had  secured  a  place  upon  the  map, 
different  tribes  and  peoples  passed  over  the  lands  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood,  or  made  them  their  temporary  residence. 
We  know  little  of  many  of  these,  but  we  can  tell  at  least 
something  of  several  of  ttiem ;  for  it  is  the  province  of  Ethno- 


*  There  is  a  tradition  to  the  effect 
that  William  IH.  visited  Liyer})ool 
before  sailing,  and  the  date  is  "fixed 
as  the  1 1th.  It  is  obvioas  from  these 
dates  that  be  had  snfficient  time  to  do 
80,  but  direct  evidence  is  desirable. 


t  Dr.  Hif  allenanx  has  mistaken  either 
the  days  of  the  week  or  of  the  month. 

t  A  Journal  of  the  Three  Months' 
Royal  Campaign  of  His  Majesty  in 
Ireland,  hj  Samnel  Mallenaox,  M.D. 
London:  1690. 
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logy,  as  of  other  departments  of  science,  to  discover  laws  from 
minute  &cts,  and  to  read  perhaps  the  name,  the  history,  and 
the  manners  of  a  race,  irom  the  few  and  faint  impressions 
which  their  footsteps  have  lefL 

The  Mersey,  like  the  Humber,  was  the  southern  limit  of 
the  great  kingdom  of  Northumbria,  and  it  is  said  that  Alfred's 
division  of  the  shires  into  himdreds  did  not  interfere  with  Lan- 
cashire. The  Dee,  again,  which  for  several  miles  of  its  course 
is  nearly  parallel  with  the  Mersey,  at  the  distance  of  only  a  few 
miles,  separated  the  ancient  Britons  from  the  invaders;  (h*  the 
tribes  of  Cambria  from  those  who  inhabited  England  Pi'oper.*' 
But  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  th?e  whole  area,  or  even  a 
large  part  of  it,  was  covered  with  population;  on  the  contrary, 
except  in  towns  and  villages,  or  along  leading  pathways, 
river  margins,  or  the  sea-coast,  population  scarcely  existed 
in  tiie  earlier  periods  of  English  history.  The  greater  p^rt 
of  the  hundred  of  Wirrall,  which  with  the  whole  county 
formed  part  of  the  ancient  Mercia,  was  a  forest ;  and  similar 
forests,  but  less  extensively  wooded,  existed  at  Toxteth  and 
Croxteth,  on  the  Lancashire  side  of  the  rivor.  To  the  north 
of  Liverpool,  a  large  tract  of  low  land  was  only  nominally 


*  Bradshaw,  about  the  year  1500, 
giving  the  Umits  of  Mercia,  states  that 
the  name  is  derived  from  the  river 
Mersey.  This  seems  to  be  inverting 
the  order  of  caose  and  effect,  as  th^ 
river  may  be  derived  from  the  name 
of  the  country.  Mercia  is  usually 
said  to  mean,  the  border  land  (''the 
Marches,"  WorsatE),  because  border- 
ing on  the  other  kingdoms ;  like  the 
Mene  in  Berwickshire,  the  Marches  of 
Scotland  and  Wales,  and  numerous 
other  cognate  words. 

nda  retime  to  driciTbe,  h^gjn  we  diall 
Atthe  Cytee  of  Cbetter,  and  ttie  water  of  Dee, 
Bytweene  Englande  and  Wales  of  the  west  partye. 
The  water  of  Hnmbre  was  on  the  north  syde, 
W  Hh  the  water  of  M  ersee  ttaeonr  landes  to  dlujde. 

Of  the  Ibnsajd  ryner  and  water  of  If  etwe, 
The  Kynge  of  Mereyens  taketh  his  naj)«. 


Am  moost  snre  dynjrdent  to  be  bad  in  memorje, 
HesnxTnge  and  metyn^  the  bondes  with  great 

Of  Mexsee  and  Northnmberlande,  kyngea  of  the 

Betweene  Chesshyr  and  Lanoashyr  their  king- 
domes  emrtayne, 
▲s  annoyent  Cronydes  descxyben  it  fiall  playne. 

The  pryicipal  cities  and  towns  with- 
in the  limits  of  Mercia  are  enumerated 
by  Bradshaw  fVom  the  old  Chronicles, 
as  follows:— =Chester,Stafford,Lytche- 
felde,  Coventre,  Lyncolne,  Huntyng- 
don,  Northampton,  Leycester,  Derbt/, 
Cambrydge,  Oxonford,  Worchester, 
Brystowe,  and  Herforde.  Three  of 
these,  in  italics,  were  among  the  Five 
Burghs  that  belonged  to  the  Danes.— 
Worsaoe,]^.  31. 
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possessed  by  man ;  it  was  in  reality  a  marsh,  unproductive 
as  pastm'e,  and  still  more  so  for  purposes  of  cultivation.  A 
similar  marsh  existed,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  still  exists,  on 
the  Cheshire  side.  Some  suppose  that  the  Mersey  was  ori- 
ginally an  inland  lake,  communicating  with  the  sea  through 
Wallasey  Pool,  along  Bidston  Marsh,  and  out  by  Leasowe 
lighthouse;  and,  without  either  admitting  or  rejecting  this 
hypothesis,  there  are  facts  which  give  it  an  air  of  considerable 
probability.  In  either  case,  the  propositions  to  which  I  wish 
to  give  prominence  will  readily  be  admitted ;  yiz.,  first,  that, 
from  physical  causes,  the  population  who  nominally  inhabited 
the  country  were  actually  restricted  within  comparatively 
narrow  limits ;  and,  second,  that  we  must  search  within  those 
limits  for  indications  of  a  really  ancient  character. 

If  we  turn  to  histories  and  chronicles,  we  find  that  amongst 
the  earliest  inhabitants  were  the  Brigantes  in  Lancashire, 
whose  character  is  in  part  indicated  by  the  word  "brigand," 
derived  from  them;  and  the  Cornavii  in  Cheshire.  The 
Eoman  people  were  long  and  intimately  connected  with  Ches- 
ter, which  constituted  the  home  of  the  Twentieth  Legion ;  and 
the  memorials  of  their  residence  may  still  be  seen  in  various 
parts  of  the  city.  At  a  subsequent  period  the  Saxon  element 
was  strong  on  both  sides  of  the  Mersey,  and  Chester  became  a 
Saxon  frontier  town,  from  which  a  dynasty  of  earls  or  princes 
derived  their  title.  In  their  Saxon  character  both  Cheshire 
and  Lancashire  were  alike ;  though  they  belonged  to  different 
kingdoms  of  the  heptarchy. 

In  894,  the  Danish  sea-king  Hastings  axrived  at  Chester, 
and  took  and  fortified  it ;  but  he  was  eventually  driven  out 
by  Alfred,  and  forced  to  retreat  through  North  Wales. ''^ 


•  A.D.  894.— "When  they  had  come 
into  Essex,  to  their  fortress  and 
their  ships,  then  the  survivors  again 
gathered  a  great  arinj  from  among 
the  East  Angles  and  the  Northum* 
brians,  before  winter,  and  committed 


their  wives,  and  their  ships,  and  their 
wealth  to  the  East  Angles,  and  went 
at  one  stretch,  day  and  night,  until 
they  arrived  at  a  western  city  in 
Wirral,  which  is  called  Lega-ceaster. 
Then  were  the  forces  unable  to  come 
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This,  however,  was  not  the  only  visit  of  the  Danes ;  for,  though 
the  indications  of  their  presence  are  stronger  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance from  liverpodl,  in  Lancashire,  they  ^,re  here  suflSciently 
plain  to  show  that  settlements  had  been  effected,  and  perma* 
nent  interests  cultivated.*  The  relation  of  the  Normans  to  the 
district  is  better  known,  but  they  never  formed  a  large  portion 
of  the  population ;  and,  except  as  mere  piasters  or  lords  of  the  . 
soil,  they  exercised  but  a  small  influence  on  the  peopla 

U  we  turn  to  examine  au  ordinary  map,  we  find  these  facts 
singularly  illustrated  For  example,  in  the  same  manner  as 
in  the  north  of  Ireland  or  the  south  of  Scotland,  we  occasion- 
ally meet  with  a  Celtic  name  which  has  survived  amid  a 
thoroughly  Saxon  population ;  as  Llandegan  and  Inch,  Meols 
and  Dove,  aU  obviously  of  Welsh  origin.  In  Lancashire  we 
have  similar  example^,  which  it  is  imnecessary  to  notice  here, 

If  we  follow  the  line  of  water,  along  the  river's  margin  or 
the  sea-coast,  or  both,  we  find  the  traces  of  the  Danes  in  the 
names  of  places.  Thus,  between  Parkgate  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Dee,  we  have  PensJy,  IrJy,  FrankJy,  GreasJy,  and  Kirkfty  t 


up  with  them  before  thej  were  within 
the  fortress;  nevertheless  they  beset 
the  fortress  about  for  son^e  two  dajs, 
and  slew  all  the  cattle  that  was  there 
without,  and  slew  the  men  whom 
thej  were  able  to  overtake  without 
the  fortress,  and  burned  aU  the  com, 
and  with  their  horses  ate  it.  And 
this  was  about  a  twelvemonth  after 
they  first  came  hither  over  sea." — 
Saxon  Chronicle, 

♦  There  is  a  St.  Olave's  Church  in 
Chester,  named  from  Olaf,  King  and 
Saint,  in  whose  reign  (lOOlt-26)  Chris i 
tlanity  was  introduced  into  Sweden. 
From  a  church  dedicated  to  the  same 
saint  in  London,  the  name  Tooley 
Street  (St.  Olave's  Street)  is  derived. 
The  Chester  Church  is  noticed  by 
WorsasB,  as  well  as  St.  Olave's  Lane. 
— Danes  and  Norwegians^  p.  39.  The 
Danish  names  Kirkby,  Ktrkdale,  Cros- 


by, serve  to  show  that  when  they  were 
given,  Christianity  had  been  intro- 
duced ;  in  other  words,  that  they  were 
not  given  by  mere  predatory  mariners, 
but  by  persons  resident,  and  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  civilisation. 

f  The  termination  **  by  (OW  North- 
ern byr,  first  a  single  farm,  afterwards 
a  town  in  general),  as  in  Kirby  or 
Kirkby,  Bisby,  &c. ;  ey  or  oe,  an  isle; 
dale,  haugh,  or  how  (^Scandinavian^ 
hauge,  a  hill);"  ....  together  with 
many  others. — Worsaat,  Danes  and 
Norwegians,  p.  $7.  See  idso  Pro- 
fessor Munch's  Geographical  Eluci- 
dations of  Scottish  and  Irish  Local 
Names  occurring  in  the  Sagas; 
M^moires  des  Antiquaires  du  Nord, 
(1845-49)  p.  208,  (1850-60)  p.  61 ;  and 
Orthographie  des  Quelques  Anciens 
Noms  Proprcs  Nordiqucs,  p.  162. 
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(West),  besides  ThinffWdH  At  the  mouth  of  the  Mersey  we 
have  Kirkbt/  in  Walley,  or  Wallasey ;  and  north  of  Liverpool, 
KirMBle,  Crosby,  Airmd<ile,  Birkdcde,  and  FormJy.  Further 
inland,  the  Saxon  names  predominate,  and  in  all  probability 
belong  to  a  later  period;  as  Bebing-ton,  Old-field,  Wood- 
church,  Up-ton  ;  like  Everton,  Litherland,  Thornton,  Huyton, 
&c.,  on  the  Lancashire  side. 

WorsasB  notices  one  of  these  places  as  follows  : — 
'  **  The  Dame  of  the  village  of  Thingwall,  in  Cheshire,  affords  a  remark- 
able memorial  of  the  Assizes,  or  Thing,  which  the  Northmen  generally 
held  in  conjunction  with  their  sacrifices  to  the  gods ;  it  lies,  surrounded 
by  several  other  villages  with  Scandinavian  names,  on  the  small  tongue 
of  land  that  projects  between  the  months  of  the  rivers  Dee  and  Mersey. 
At  that  time  they  generally  chose  for  the  holding  of  the  thinff,  or 
assises,  a  place  in  some  degree  safe  fi-om  surprise.  The  chief  ancient 
thing  plaee  was  called  like  this  Thingwall,  namely,  Thing- valla ; 
originally,  the  thing-Jifilds'^  ♦ 

In  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  dialect  the  aspirate  is 
assumed  or  rejected  at  will,  and  it  is  somewhat  capriciously 
assumed  or  rejected  in  the  proper  names  of  every  language. 
Thus  we  haye  Oreb  and  Horeb,  Annibal  and  Hannibal,  Jeru- 
salem and  Hierusalem;  and,  in  our  own  case,  Ilbre  and 
Hilbre.  I  have  uot  found  an  example  of  the  aspirate  being 
prefixed  to  the  termination  eye  or  is-land,  which  occurs  else- 
where on  the  Dee,  as  in  the  Eoodee  (or  Island  of  the  Cross) 
at  Chester.  Such  a  prefix  would  give  us  a  simpler  translation 
of  Heye-pol,  as  it  would  then  be  the  pool  of  the  island,  and 
almost  the  exact  equivalent  of  "  lacus  de  Hildburg  eye."  The 
imparting  of  the  name  hoes  to  the  sandhills,  indicates  the 
current  use  of  Scandinavian  common  noims,  as  no  doubt  in 
other  cases  also.t    Nor  are  |ihe  kindred  Saxon  terms  wanting. 


*  The  Danes  and  Norwegians, 
p.  70. 

t  The  following  are  a  few  out  of 
many  words  of  Danish  origin,  which 
are  still  current  in  this  part  of  Che- 
phi  re: — bede^  to  pray;  hid,  to  invite; 
hide^  to  stay ;  frem  folks,  strangers ; 
knling,  a  young  cat ;  read,  to  arrange 


with  a  comb;  rid,  to  remove;  rist, 
underwood  ;  scorn,  ordure  of  beasts ; 
skrihe,  to  cry  out;  iUck,  to  quench; 
thack,  to  thatch ;  uphold,  to  maintain ; 
wark,  ache  or  pain.  Compare  Wil- 
braham's  Glossary  of  Cheshire  Words, 
1836,  and  Wprsats's  Danes  and  Nor* 
wegians  in  England,  pp.  85,  86. 
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From  the  Report  of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  in  reference 
to  Cheshire,  it  appears  that  the  termination  hey  occurs  with 
unusual  firequency  in  the  names  of  fields  in  the  parish  of 
West  Kirkby.  It  is  the  same  word  which  we  find  in 
Lancelots-hey,  Hackins-hey,  Tempest-hey,  and  Court-hey,  of 
our  own  times;  or  the  Bame-,  Milne-,  Ealne-,  Parlour-, 
Sconce-,  and  Walnote-heys  of  the  map  of  Liverpool,  1650. 
It  is  sometimes  spelled  Hay,  and  Haw  (Saxon,  haeg),  and 
denotes  a  close  or  small  piece  of  land  near  a  house.  Camden 
expounds  it,  "  a  little  meadow  lying  in  a  valley."  * 

In  connection  with  loccd  names  one  remark  may  be  made 
respecting  personal  namea  It  is  generally  stated  that  sur- 
names became  common  in  the  twelfth  century,  or  at  a  period 
when  all  these  sets  of  people  had  made  themselves  known  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  had  employed  their  respective  lan- 
guages in  the  formation  of  names  of  places.  Now,  there  is  not 
a  coimty  in  England  in  which  a  greater  coincidence  exists, 
than  in  Lancashire,  between  the  names  of  persons  and  of 
places.  Almost  every  township  has  given  origin  to  a  family 
surname;  and  ttie  same  may  be  said,  to  a  somewhat  less 
extent,  of  Cheshire,  yet,  as  it  has  been,  remarked,  in  this 
Hundred  there  is  an  unusual  preponderance  of  Welsh  names. 
Though  some  of  these  surnames,  like  Liverpool,  are  extinct, 
or,  like  Birkenhead,  are  nearly  so,  in  general  they  survive  in 
numerous  representatives,  not  a  few  of  whom  are  still,  as  at 
the  first,  the  lords  of  the  soil  Accordingly,  we  have  indica- 
tions of  invasion,  immigration,  and  change,  not  only  on  the 
surface  of  a  well-constructed  map ; — ^there  are  secondary  and 
corroborative  evidences  even  in  the  pages  of  a  Directory  1 

When  we  consider  that,  in  addition  to  these,  the  district 
was  frequently  visited  by  the  Irish,  both  ip  friendship  and 
hostility,  and  that  the  soldiers  to  and  from  Ireland  usually 
passed  near  or  over  this  spot,  we  are  prepared  for  the  miscel- 
laneous character  which  these  relics  present  to  us.    In  Wales 

♦  Bailee's  Diet. 
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they  might  be  ancient  British  remains ;  in  Chester,  Koman ; 
or  in  some  spot  of  Lancashire,  Saxon  or  Danish.  But  a  spot 
which  was  exclusive  to  none,  and  on  the  road  travelled  by  all,* 
is  likely  to  afiford  traces  of  more  ths^n  one  section  of  the  people 
by  whom  it  has  been  occupied.  We  are  thus  prepared,  a 
priori,  to  examine  a  miscellaneous  collection,  the  details  of 
which  are  here  to  be  presented  to  the  reader. 


VI.— HYDROGRAPHY. 

1. — Charts. 

TgE  first  auther^tic  chart  of  the  neighbouring  shores,  and 
the  first  English  one  which  we  possess,  is  that  of  Captain  Gren- 
ville  Collins,  the  survey  for  which  was  conducted  about  1687.t 
Considering  the  avowed  purpose  for  which  this  was  under- 
taken— viz.,  for  coasting  service,  and  the  avoidance  of  known 
dangers — it  is  clear  that  the  survey  was  made  in  a  more  super- 
ficial manner  than  would  be  considered  satisfactory  at  present. 
But  it  was  no  doubt  important  at  the  time ;  and  it  is  stiU 
useful  as  ^  point  of  departure  for  further  information.  It  may 
be  remarked  that  Mercator*s  projection  was  designed  and  pub- 
lished in  1550,  and  that  it  was  only  in  1599  that  it  had  been 


*  About  the  year  70^,  King  Bdgar 
was  rowed  down  the  Dpe  at  Chester 
by  eight  tributary  kings,  four  keeping 
stroke  at  each  side.  The  countries  to 
which  they  respectively  belonged* 
sufficiently  show  the  extensive  inter- 
course which  Chester  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood maintained  with  other  por> 
tions  of  the  British  Islands.  They 
were  Kenneth  III.  of  Scotland,  Mal- 
colm of  Cumberland,  Macon  of  the 
Isle  of  Man,  James  of  Qalloway, 
Howell  of  North  Wales,  Owen  of 
South  Wales,  and  two  joint  or  sup- 
plementary rulers,  Sfreth  of  South 
Wales,  and  Inkil  of  Cumberland. 


t  Great  Britain's  Coasting  Pilot; 
by  Captain  Grenville  Collins,  Hydro- 
grapher  in  Ordinary  to  the  King's 
Most  Excellent  Majesty.  London: 
folio,  1693.  He  had  been  appointed 
in  1682,  by  Charles  II.,  to  make  out 
sea-charts  or  maps,  and  a  yacht  had 
been  given  to  him  for  the  purpose,  in 
which  he  spent  seven  years.  This 
part  was  surveyed  in  1687,  and  the 
report  was  given  in  in  1689.  All 
previous  charts  for  England  had  been 
made  by  the  Dutch,  and  were  some- 
times very  erroneous. 
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adapted  to  sea-charts ;  so  that  the  science  of  hydrography  was 
almost  in  its  infancy  at  the  time  of  Cqllins. 

With  him  the  Dee  was  the  primary  river,  and  the  Mersey 
only  secondary;  and  he  mentions  "Nesson"  wd  Dorpool,  lower 
down  than  Chester,  "  where  you  may  anchor  in  three-fathom 
water."  What  is  now  the  East  and  West  Hoyle  Bank,  was 
then  one  continuous  piece  of  sand  called  Hail  or  Hyle  sand, 
which  was  never  invisible  except  at  high-water  of  spring-tides, 
and  even  then  was  shown  hy  the  ripple.  The  alterations  in 
the  course  of  the  Dee  have  cut  it  in  two,  removing  by  the 
tidal  scour  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  cubic 
yards  of  sand,  and  depositing  it  at  points  where  the  water  is 
in  a  condition  of  less  activity.  Captain  CoUins  gives  direc- 
tions for  sailing  along  the  outer  margin  of  the  Hoyle  Bank, 
**  and  so  into  Hyle  or  Hyle-lake,  and  anchor.  Here  the  great 
ships  that  belong  to  Liverpool  put  out  part  of  their  lading,  till 
the  ships  are  light  enough  to  sail  over  the  Flats  to  Liverpool. 
There  is  a  channel  near  Foymby  to  go  into  Liverpool,  where  it 
is  three  fathoms  at  low  water,  but  this  place  is  not  buoyed  or 
beaconed,  and  so  not  known." 

In  1730  a  chart  was  published  by  C.  Price,  and  dedicated 
to  Joseph  Taylor,  Esq.,  but  it  was  nothing  more  or  less  than  a 
slavish  copy  of  Collins's ;  even  the  sailing  directions  of  1687 
being  copied  half  a  century  later.  It  added  nothing,  therefore, 
to  our  knowledge  of  the  relations  of  land  and  water,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  was  calculated  to  mislead.  It  was  not  tiU  1736-7, 
that  the  valuable  chart  of  Fearon  and  Eyes  was  executed,  pub- 
lished in  Liverpool  the  year  after.*  It  possessed  a  very  marked 
superiority  over  all  previous  charts;  for,  while  the  authors 
assert  that  no  instruments  had  been  employed  before  their 
time  but  the  magnetic  needle,  they  had  themselves  the  aid  of 
Hadle/s  sextant,  which  had  become  known  in  1731,  though 


♦  A  Description  of  the  Sea-coast  of 
England  and  Wales,  from  Black 
Comb  in  Cumberland,  to  the  Point  of 


Anglesea  in  Wales,  &c.  According 
to  actual  survey  made  thereof  during 
the  years  1736-7. 
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its  full  value  and  capabilitiefl  were  not  recognized  until  some 
years  after.  In  1755  an  amended  edition  of  this  chart  was 
published  from  surveys  executed  in  that  year  by  Messrs.  Sum- 
ner and  Eyes ;  but  few  alterations  are  noted  in  reference  to 
Hoylaka  It  appears  also,  that  between  1760  and  1762  another 
survey  was  made  by  Murdoch  M'Kenzie,  published  in  1776 ; 
and  this  was  followed  by  a  further  amended  chart  of  Eyes  in 
1767,  from  which  it  is  shown  that  the  new  channel  was  sUting 
up  with  sand,  and  that  the  depth  of  water  in  Hoylake  had 
been  considerably  reduced.*  The  reduction  of  water  continued, 
owing  to  the  same  causes,  until  Captain  Denham  presents  us 
with  the  following  remarkable  contiust,  in  the  year  1844 ; — 

*'  We  look  back  only  150  years,  and  perceive  HyMake  half  a  mile 
wide,  with  15  feet  water  at  its  western,  and  30  feet  at  its  eastern  en- 
trance ;  sheltered  from  N.  £.  to  N.  W.  by  one  extensive  sand-bank, 
only  covered  at  high  water  springs,  and  known  as  Hyle-^and,  At  the 
present  time  we  behold  it  as  a  mere  dyke,  of  70  fathoms  wide,  having 
but  IS  feet  water  retained  at  low  water,  in  a  small  pool  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  long  at  its  centre,  with  but  2  feet  at  its  western  entrance  instead 
of  15,  and  actually  dry  across  its  eastern,  where  there  vmre  30  feet  at 
low  water!  !"t 

2. — ^Lighthouses. 
The  subject  of  Lighthouses  is  one  of  much  interest  In 
1670  a  Mr.  Beading  obtained  a  patent  in  connection  with  their 
construction ;  but  so  little  was  imderstood  respecting  their  use, 
that  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool  (Thomas  Johnson,  Esq.),  and  other 
eminent  burgesses,  petitioned  against  them.  The  members  of 
parliament  for  the  town  were  then  Sir  Gilbert  Ireland  of  Hale 
and  Sir  William  Bucknall  of  London,  to  the  former  of  whom 
the  letter  %  frona  the  town  was  addressed.    It  appears,  however, 


*  For  much  valuable  information 
respecting  Charts  and  Lighthouses, 
and  indeed  on  the  general  subject,  I 
am  indebted  to  the  yaluable  Essay 
on  the  Hydrography  of  the  Mersey 
Estuary,  by  Graham  H.  Hills,  Esq., 
Master  R.N.,  Assistant  Marine  Sur- 
veyor, Liverpool,  1858. 


t  Denham's  Mersey  and  Dee,  p.  96. 
X  Sir  G.  Ireland's  endorsement — 
*'A  Ire  from  Mr.  Johnson,  May' 
of  liverpoole." 
On  the  back  of  the  letter — 

"TothcHono^Sr 

Gilbert  Ireland,  a 

Member  in  Parliam*.** 
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that  their  remonstrances  were  unsuccessful,  for  in  the  course  of 
that  very  year  the  act  was  passed,  making  the  Corporation  of 
Liverpool  "  Trustees  of  the  Liverpool  Docks  and  Harbour ; " 
and,  according  to  the  usual  practice,  other  matters  related  were 
introduced.  Thus,  authority  was  granted  to  construct  light- 
houses at  the  entrance  of  the  port,  and  to  collect  light  dues ; 
but  the  latter  were  not  to  be  levied  till  at  least  four  light- 
houses were  erected  and  in  use  on  the  Cheshire  shore,  within 
a  mile  of  high-water  mark.  Though  the  Rock  Perch  was 
weU  known  long  before  that  date,  probably  sts  a  look-out  sta- 
tion, the  Act  declares  that  there  were  then  "  no  lighthouses  or 
other  lights  erected  and  set  out." 

Now  we  know  that  of  the  four  existing  lights  (one  at  Bid- 
ston,  one  at  Leasowe,  and  two  at  Hoylake),  three  stiU  occupy 
their  original  positions,  but  that  the  fourth,  viz.,  that  at 
Bidston,  replaces  some  other;  for  it  is  not  in  compliance 
with  the  original  requirements,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  on  the 
shore,  nor  within  a  mQe  of  the  tide  *  Is  it  so,  that  there  was 
such  an  old  and  superseded  one,  and  if  so,  where  did  it  stand  ? 

It  appears  from  a  table  of  light  dues  in  Enfield's  Liverpool, ^ 
that  the  levying  of  them  commenced  27th  February,  1764 ;  so 
that  the  lights  must  have  been  "  erected  and  set  out "  by  that 


Sib, 

Yesterday  we  received  a  copie 
of  the  Ord^  inclosed,  wherein  jon  will 
troderetand  what  day  the  Comitee  for 
Grierances  will  meet  to  consider  of 
Reading's  Pattent  on  Lighthouses. 
Therefore,  wee  make  it  our  humble 
request  to  yon,  that  on  behalfe  of  this 
Borrough  you  will  be  pleased  to  ap- 
pears in  Parliam*,  at  or  before  that 
tyme.  In  regard  those  lighthouses  will 
be  no  beneJU  to  our  Mariners^  but  a 
hurty  and  expose  them  to  those  dangers 

very  great  and  unnecessary  burden  and 
charge  to  them. 

We  are,  Sir, 


Your  most  humble  Serrants, 
Thomas  Johnson. 
Thomas  An  dob. 
Hbnbt  CJokket. 
John  Stdbzaker. 
Thomas  Bickbstetu. 
Liverpoole,  5th  Jan., 
[16]70. 
The  Mayor  was  father  of  Thomas 
Johnson,  afterwards  knighted,  from 
whom  "Sir  Thomas's  Buildings"  are 
named.    The  date  of  the  letter  wai 
really  1671;  but  the  number  of  the 
old  year  was  given  by  mistake. 

*  By  additional  powers  afterwards 
obtained,  it  was  qualified  to  serve. ' 
t  P.  87*. 
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time.  It  further  appears,  from  Hutchinson's  Treatise  on  Practi" 
cat  Seamanship,  &c*  that "  there  were  no  lighthouses  imtil  the 
year  1763,  at  which  tiiue  four  were  erected — two  large  ones, 
called  the  Sea  Lights,  leading  throiigh  the  channel  to  and  in 
from  the  sea,  tiU  the  two  lesser,  Hoylake  lights,  are  brought  on 
a  line." 

In  the  year  1771,  Mackenzie  deaerihes  the  Sea  Lights  as 
follows : — "  There  are  two  lighthouses  on  the  shore,  to  direct 
ships  through  the  Hqrse  Channel ;  oi\e  of  whiqh  is  moveable 
and  stands  neaj  Mockbeggar,'  the  other  on  the  top  of  Bidston 
HilL"  This  passage,  rightly  understood,  furnishes  the  explana- 
tion  required. 

1.  There  were  two  li^thouses  "  on  the  shore,"  which  is  not 
the  case  with  that  at  Bidston ;  yet  it  was  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  line  of  light.  Now,  unvayying  tradition  asserts  that 
the  present  one  at  Leasowe  was  originally  the  inner  or  land- 
ward one,  but  tha»t  owing  to  a  fire  its  interior  woodwork  was 
all  consumed.  Nothing  would  be  more  natural,  therefore,  than 
to  erect  a  light  instead  of  it  in  the  same  line,  viz.,  on  Bidston 
Hill ;  and  thus  the  outer  or  seaward  light,  and  that  at  Bidston, 
formed  the  two,  till  the  repairs  to  the  injured  one  were  com- 
pleted. 

2.  The  outer  one  was  moveable,  analogous,  no  doubt,  to  the 
outer  one  at  Hoylake,  which  was  a  wooden  structure  twenty- 
five  feet  high,  with  a  suspended  lantern.  A  picture  of  it  is 
seen  on  the  margin  of  BurdettV  chart,  I771.t  It  is  said  to 
have  been  in  existence  till  1794.  When  the  present  Leasowe 
lighthouse  was  repaired,  a  stone  one  was  erected  at  Bidston, 
and  eventually  both  wooden  ones  disappeared.  It  is  possible 
that  this  outer  or  seaward  lighthouse  at  Leasowe  may  have 
been  washed  away,  or  some  of  the  buildings  connected  with  it, 
when  their  uses  had  ceased.  There  is  a  tradition  to  that  effect 
in  the  families  of  the  lighthouse  keepers.  The  line  upon  which 
it  stood  is  a  continuation  of  that  drawn  through  Bidston  and 

♦  P.  187,  quoted  by  Mr.  Hills.  |      f  Enfield's  Liverpool. 
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Leasowe  lights ;  and  the  distance  between  the  two  would  corre- 
spond with  that  between  the  two  Hoylake  lighthouses.  We 
therefore  not  merely  ascertain  the  fact  of  its  existence,  but  can 
fix  its  position  with  tolerable  accuracy.  It  stood  upon  land 
now  washed  away,  beyond  the  embankment,  and  on  the  black 
earth  which  covers  the  boulder-clay. 

3. — Relation  of  Land  and  Water 
During  the  greater  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  Liverpool 
had  no  dock ;  but  a  sloping  bank  of  sand  or  mud,  covering  the 
substratum  of  rock,  intervened  between  it  and  the  river.  This 
is  shown  upon  a  map  of  1565,*  and  also  in  a  plan  of  the  castle 
and  fortifications  of  Liverpool,  1644.t  The  fact  serves  to  ex- 
plain in  some  degree  the  remark  of  Collin8-=-*'  the  ships  lie 
aground  before  the  town  of  Liverpool,  by  reason  of  the  strong 
tides  that  run  here." 

In  1709,  an  Act  was  passed  for  the  construction  of  the  first 
Liverpool  dock ;  and  power  was  conferred  at  the  same  time  to 
erect  landmarks  and  place  buoys.  Additional  powers  were 
afterwards  required  and  obtained ;  and  the  buoying  and  mark- 
ing of  the  channels  was  completed  by  Christmas-day,  1718. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  trace  further  the  history  of  our  liver- 
pool  docks;  but  one  thing  in  common  with  this  and  other 
improvements  requires  to  be  noticed.  It  io  the  tendency  to 
increase  the  land,  and  to  abridge  the  domain  of  the  sea.  The 
Liverpool  docks  have  been  said  to  be  merely  ''  an  amendment 
of  the  river ;  '*  but  if  they  give  greater  depth  of  water,  they 
compress  the  channel  within  narrower  limits.  The  same  effect 
has  been  produced  by  the  enclosure  of  the  lands  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Alt,  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  1742 ;  by  the 
drainage  of  Wallasey  marsh,  and  by  the  recovery  of  marsh 
lands  up  the  Mersey,  near  Frodsham  and  Ince.  This  has 
abstracted  an  area  of  about  13,000  acres.  In  like  manner,  the 
Dee  has  been  restricted  to  the  limits  of  a  canal  below  Chester, 

•  Bib.  Beg.  B.M.,  18  D.  IIL  |       f  Addl.  MSS.  B.M.,  5027,  A.  62, 
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and  liaa  been  made  to  occupy  a  new  site ;  so  that  miles  of  the 
county  of  Flint  now  lie  on  the  Cheshire  side  of  it ;  and,  where 
ships  sailed  and  fisheries  were  conducted,  we  find  hay  mown 
and  cattle  grazing. 

On  the  margin  of  a  map  by  John  Mackay,  mathematician, 
published  in  1732,  is  the  following  respecting  the  New  Cut, 
near  Chester : — 

1.  That  7*  almost  straight  and  anlnterrapted  course  of  y'  river  is  to 
be  turned  through  an  inexperienced  Cutt,  and  from  thence  through 
uncertain  crooked  channels  over  loose  shifting  sands. 

2.  That  y'  laud  and  soyle  in  y*  Cutt  is  no  lees  than  six  millions  of 
solid  yards,  y®  greatest  part  thereof  is  proposed  to  be  scoured  as  fast  as 
possible  towards  Hoyle  Lake  and  y"  Ban*. 

S.  Between  Chester,  Flint,  and  Parkgate,  7000  or  8000  acres  are  pro- 
posed to  be  gained  from  y*  sea,  by  which  means  no  less  than  200  rail- 
aons  of  tons  of  tyde  will  be  prevented  from  flowing  twice  (twice  in  24 
hours),  which  on  y«  refl^ix  requireth  the  greater  velocity  to  scour  and 
keep  open  y*  Lake  and  y'  Barr. 

whether  these  ill  eonsequenees,  which  must  certainly  attend  the 
present  undertaking,  are  not  more  likely  to  destroy  the  present  naviga- 
tion in  Hoyle  Lake  and  the  River  Dee,  rather  than  to  recover  and  pre- 
serve a  better,  is  humbly  submitted  to  y*  £ight  Hon.  y«  House  of  Lords. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  whole  area  occupied  by  water 

was  ever  very  different  from- what  it  is  now,  with  the  exception 

of  these  low  marsh  lands ;  and  the  distribution  of  sand-banks, 

and  opening  and  closing  of  channels,  evidently  follows  a  law, 

the  exact  nature  of  which  we  cannot  yet  explain.    But  enough 

has  been  said  for  our  purpose ;  which  was  (1)  to  show  that  the 

present  shore  *  at  Meols,  and  along  the  whole  "  sea-bord "  of 

Cheshire,  is  not  that  which  existed  several  centuries  ago ;  (2) 

that  the  spacious  "Heye-poV  or  "lacus  de  Hildeburgeye," 

has  become  narrowed ;  (3)  that  the  level  of  the  bottom  has 

risen  from  seven  to  seventeen  feet  above  low-water  level,  and 

(4)  that  the  existence  of  causes  has  been  shown,  more  than 

adequate  to  produce  the  effects  to  which  our  remarks  refer. 


♦  For  further  remarks  respecting 
the  Tidal  Limits  and  Area,  I  may 
refer  to  the  Beport  and  Memoir  of 


the  Survey  of  the  River  Mersey,  made 
in  1860-61,  by  order  of  the  Mersey 
Docks  and  Harbour  Board,  1862. 
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SECTION  I— INTRODUCTORY. 


I.— FINDING  OF  THE  OBJECTS. 

In  the  spring  of  1846  I  happened  to  be  in  the  parsonage  of 
Hoylake,  the  village  which  is  situated  in  the  township  of  Hoose, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Dee,  between  Great  and  litfle  Meols. 
Observing  on  the  chinmeypiece  a  Roman  fibula^  (engraved 
PL  rV.  fig.  1,).  a  little  hammer-shaped  object  like  the  tongue 
of  a  hand-bell,  (Plate  XXIX.  fig.  13,)  and  other  articles,  I 
borrowed  them  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  them  at  the 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Liverpool  This  was, 
at  that  time,  the  only  society  in  tiie  town  which  included 
Archaeological  pursuits  as  part  of  its  general  objects. 

It  appeared  that  these  and  numerous  other  metallic  articles 
had  been  found  by  an  old  man  in  the  village.  He  had 
resided  there  since  1810;  and,  since  about  1828,  he  had 
amused  himseK  at  intervals  with  picking  up  curious  pieces  of 
n^tal  when  the  tide  had  retired.  He  did  not  attach  much 
importance  to  them,  and  the  best  of  them  were  given  to  chil- 
dren as  toys ;  as  the  fibula  and  other  objects  had  been  which 
first  arrested  my  attention. 

I  soon  made  the  acquaintance  of  tins  man  and  procured  his 
whole  stock,  which  consisted  in  a  great  degree  of  fragments  of 
buckles,  rings,  pins,  &c.,  with  a  good  many  pieces  of  metal 
which  appeared  never  to  have  taken  shape  fipom  the  hand  of 
any  artist  It  served  the  purpose,  however,  of  being  sug- 
gestive ;  and  with  no  better  materials  than  these,  and  the  few 
select  articles  which  Mrs.  LongueviUe  of  the  parsonage  had 
preserved,  the  first  formal  exhibition  of  them  was  made. 
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About  May,  1846,  I  took  them  witli  me  to  Edinburgh,  and 
drawmgs  of  several  of  the  most  interesting  of  them  were  made 
by  Mr.  J.  Noel  Paton,  whom  I  met  in  his  native  town  of 
Dunfermlina  Iliese  dittwing^,  again,  attracted  thd  attention 
of  Mr.  Albert  Way,  who  wrote  to  me  fully  and  encouragingly 
on  the  subject ;  and  a  brief  account  of  them  was  read  in  July 
of  that  year  at  the  Congress  of  the  Archaeological  Institute  in 
York,  where  they  were  all  exhibited.  A  similar  account  was 
read  before  the  Literai*y  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Liverpool, 
and  published  in  1847  as  a  separate  pamphlet  of  twenty-eight 
pages,  with  sixty  objects  engraved. 

Attention  having  been  thus  drawn  to  the  subject,  in- 
telligence was  brought  in  from  time  to  time  respecting  other 
groups  of  articles  of  the  same  kind.  It  was  ascertained  that 
three  separate  pei^sons  had  carried  away  small  collections, 
regarding  them  merely  as  curiosities;  but  not  one  of  them 
appeared  to  have  the  slightest  idea  that  the  objects  were 
antiquities,  or  of  any  value  whatever  as  illustrations  of  human 
practice  or  human  progress.  Though  immediate  inquiry  was 
instituted,  not  one  of  these  objects  was  ever  recovered. 

It  is  extremely  probable  that  other  collections,  more  or 
less  numerous,  have  pa^ed  aWay  in  a  similar  manner,  no 
importance  being  attached  to  them  on  the  grounds  which 
constitute  their  real  merit,  "while  one  or  two  articles  which 
were  inherently  curious  or  useful,  or  of  valuable  materials, 
were  preserved  from  destruction.  For  example,  I  was  in- 
formed by  the  late  Dr.  Traill  of  Edinburgh,  in  1846,  that  a 
few  years  before — apparently  before  1837 — a  large  nimiber  of 
curious  articles  in  metal  had  been  picked  up  on  the  Hoyle 
Bank.  They  presented  several  characteristics  similar  to  those 
of  the  objects  which  I  shewed  him,  viz- : — (1)  they  were  of  a 
miscellaneous  character  in  regard  to  the  uses  which  they  had 
been  intended  to  serve ;  (2)  they  were  of  various  dates ;  and 
(3)  they  were  apparently  very  numerous.  Though  he  referred 
me  to  several  individuals  in  Liverpool  as  likely  to  possess 
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some  of  them,  yet,  as  in  the  case  of  the  previous  "  finds,"  I 
was  not  able  to  trace  a  single  article. 

About  Christmas,  1858, 1  was  accidentally  made  acquainted 
with  the  tsLct,  that  some  objects  of  this  class,  found  on  the 
shore  of  Great  Meols,  were  in  the  possession  of  P.  B.  Ainslie, 
Esq.,  of  Guildford,  in  Surrey.  He  had  been  a  merchant  in 
Liverpool,  and  had  known  the  town  since  1804  In  1817  a 
fisherman  named  Buchanan  brought  to  him  a  large  collection 
of  ancient  metallic  objects,  which  he  said  he  had  found  at  an 
unusually  low  tide,  near  the  submarine  forest  on  that  part  of 
the  Cheshire  coast.  Mr.  Ainslie  visited  the  site  on  many 
occasions  after  this,  and  his  examination  of  it  is  the  first  which 
is  on  record,  while  his  £5)ecimens  are  the  earliest  found  of  all 
those  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

In  the  close  of  March,  1859, 1  visited  him,  and  made  rude 
sketches  fix>m  nearly  a  himdred  of  the  Cheshire  antiquities 
which  he  still  retained.  Many  objects  had  been  given  away 
to  friends,  but  those  which  remained  embraced  fibulse, 
brooches,  finger-rings,  hair-pins,  buckles,  leaden  crosses,  keys, 
a  curious  stone  implement,  a  tobacco-pipe,  coins,  several 
needles,  &c.  One  or  two  of  the  finger-rings  exhibited  traces 
of  blue  enamel 

I  had  drawings  carefully  made  of  twenty-one  of  the  most 
interesting  of  these  objects,  and  sixteen  of  them  are  repro- 
duced somewhere  on  the  accompanying  plates. 

Before  the  facts  respecting  Mr.  AinsUe's  collection  had 
become  known,  but  after  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the 
locality  and  the  objects,  the  researches  of  numerous  observers 
met  with  an  ample  reward.  One  who  knew  where  to  look  and 
what  to  observe,  hardly  ever  returned  from  the  shore  empty- 
handed;  and  the  farmers  and  other  residents  on  the  coast 
soon  learned  that  they  could  fmd  a  ready  market  for  all  they 
could  collect.  The  names  of  one  or  two  of  the  more  recent 
explorers  are  well  known;  a  young  man  who  is  deaf  and 
dumb  having  been  among  the  most  successful. 
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My  fidend  Mr.  Mayer,  whose  name  is  well  knowiL  ib 
connection  with  the  promotion  of  archaeological  research, 
made  occasional  visits  to  the  place,  and,  having  succeeded  in 
interestiiig  some  of  the  resident  people  in  the  subject,  he  was 
soon  in  the  possession  of  a  valuable  collection.  This  embraces 
about  a  thousand  articles  of  all  kinds,  the  principal  of  which 
are  classified  and  arranged  on  cards.  I  am  bound  to  speak 
in  the  highest  terms  both  of  it  and  of  its  owner.  During  a 
delay  of  more  than  three  years,  he  h«ts  permitted  me  to  retain 
possession  of  all  the  objects  attached  to  the  cards ;  and  in  the 
Accompanying  plates,  about  forty-four  per  cent  of  the  figures 
represent  selections  from  amoug  them. 

About  July,  in  the  year  1855,  Mr.  H.  Ecroyd  Smith  came 
to  reside  in  Liverpool,  He  l^ad  some  practical  experience  as 
an  archaeologist,  and,  so  early  as  1852,  he  had  published  a 
very  interestiijg  quarto  volume  called  " Reliquice  Insuriance*' 
Knowing  what  a  storehouse  of  antiquarian  objects  had  been 
discovered  at  Meols,  near  Hoylake,  he  visited  the  place 
frequently ;  and  the  result  is  a  more  minute  acquaintance  on 
his  part  with  tl^e  locality,  ai^d  a  larger  collection  of  objects 
than  is  possessed  by  ^ny  other  person.  His  objects,  as  a 
whole,  are  less  select  thm  those  of  Mr.  Mayer,  but  they 
are  very  varied,  and  possess  great  interest,  from  the  fact  that 
a  large  proportion  of  them  were  procured  by  himself  in  $Uu, 
Of  the  articles  engraved,  between  a  fourth  and  a  fifth  are  from 
Mr.  Smith's  coUectioi^. 

To  these  may  be  added  one  other  discoverer,  Mr.  C.  B. 
Eobinson,  who  visited  the  adjacent  watering-place  of  Hoylake 
during  several  summers,  examined  the  surface,  and  occasionally 
dug  into  the  black  earth,  in  connection  with  which  most  of  the 
objects  were  found.  He  was  rewarded  by  the  finding  of 
several  articles  of  great  interest,  though  they  were  not  very 
extensive  in  point  of  numbers. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  six  different  collections  of  greater 
or  less  extent  have  been  examined  in  the  preparation  of  ma- 
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terials  for  the  present  voluma  The  period  during  which  they 
have  been  procured  extends  over  nearly  half  a  century ;  and, 
even  during  the  present  year,  hardly  a  week  passes  without 
some  new  object  being  brought  to  light  In  general  it  pre- 
sents no  new  feature,  but  is  only  an  example  or  a  variety  of 
the  types  already  known. 


II.— THEIB  CLASSIFICATION. 

A  large  number  of  objects  may  be  looked  at  from  various 
points  of  view,  and  may  be  analysed  and  grouped  according 
to  several  distinct  principles  of  classification.  For  example, 
we  may  analyse  these  according  to  their  Otonership,  their 
Material,  their  Use,  or  their  actual  Antiquity,  It  may  be 
interesting  to  examine  them  under  each  of  these  heads,  and 
thus  to  reply  by  anticipation  to  numerous  inquiries.  This 
will  form  an  appropriate  introduction  to  the  detailed  account 
of  the  articles,  class  by  class  ;  and  it  will  enable  the  reader  to 
put  each  into  its  own  position  mentally,  better  than  he  could 
otherwise  do. 

1. — Ownership. 

The  following  is  not  only  an  approximate  enumeration  of 
the  whole  number  of  objects  examined — ^it  shows  further  to 
whom  they  belong,  and  the  periods  at  which  they  have  been 
respectively  acquired : — 


COLLEOnOllt. 

iTOMB'iR  or 

OMBCn  XHBUCSX). 

ooixBcrio  nr  ob 
suios. 

Mr.  Ainslie^s 

100 

1817 

Mrs.  LongueviUe's 

12 

1840 

Dr.  Haine*8 

600 

1840 

Mr.  Mayer^s 

1000 

1847 

Mr.  H.  E.  Smith's 

1100 

1856 

Mr.  Robinson's 

60 

1849 

3062 
Now,  as  three  thousand  objects  of  antiquity  have  been 
brought  to  light  within  the  last  twenty  years,  it  is  not  unlikely 
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that  at  least  as  many  more  have  been  discovered  and  lost,  for 
want  of  a  proper  estimate  of  their  value,  during  the  earlier 
periods  of  our  history.  Among  the  coxmtry  people  there  are 
traditions  of  gold  objects  (especially  coins)  having  been  found  ; 
but  articles  of  this  kind  would  be  most  likely  to  change  hands 
readily,  and  to  have  aU  traces  of  them  speedily  lost 

2. — Material. 
It  might  be  sufl&cient  to  give  a  tabular  statement  of  the 
number  of  articles  consisting  of  each  separate  material ;  but  it 
will  be  more  satisfactory  and  more  instructive  to  show  not 
only  the  degree  of  prevalence  (rf  the  various  metals,  &c.,  but 
the  peculiar  sort  of  articles  which  was  manufactured  of  each. 
The  following  is  the  result  of  a  very  careful  classification. 
The  plural  form  is  adopted  generally,  though  in  a  few  cases 
there  is  only  one  article  of  the  material  mentioned: — 

Odld, — Coins,  Finger-rings. 

^i^ver.— Brooches,  Coins,  Finger-rings,  Spur  (part  of.) 

Bronze^  Brass^  or  some  other  AUoy  of  Copper, — Bells,  Bosses,  Bowl, 
Brooches  of  various  kinds,  Buckles  of  all  kinds,  Chapes  of  Scab- 
bards, Chatellaine  ornaments,  Coins,  Coffer-handles  and  Mount- 
ing, Collar  (?),  Crucifixes,  Fibulae,  Finger-rings,  Fish-hooks, 
Gypciere  (part  of),  Hasps  of  various  kinds.  Hooks,  Keys,  Key- 
hole  scutcheons,  Nails,  Needles,  Needle-cases,  Pendants  (various). 
Pins  (large  and  small).  Tags  of  Straps,  Thunbles,  Tpbacco-stopper, 
Tweezers. 

/ron.— Anchor,  Axe,  Arrows,  Bolts,  Bell,  Buckles,  Buckle-brooches, 
Chains,  Coffer-feet,  Darts,  Fish-hooks,  Horse-harness,  Keys 
(large  and  small).  Knives,  Musket-rest,  Nails,  Pendants  (various). 
Skewers,  Spoons,  Scissors,  Spurs  (with  single  goad),  Tags,  and 
other  objects,  the  uses  of  which  are  doubtful 

XtfCKf.-— Bolts,  Beads,  Bells,  Bosses,  Brooches,  Buckles,  Counters, 
Crucifixes,  Ear-rings,  Finger-rings,  Hasps,  Pendants,  Pilgrim- 
signs,  Spindle-whorls,  Tags  of  Straps. 

Pettier.*— Spoons,  Scent-box,  Pilgrhns'-signs,  Coin,  Seals,  and  various 
stamped  fragments  of  unknown  uses. 

•  From  corrosion,  and  other  influ-  I  distinguish  objects   in  Pewter  from 
ences,   it   is   sometimes   difficult    to  I  those  in  Lead. 
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Wood. — Comb,  Knife-handle,  Axe-handle,  Scoop. 

Glass, — Beads,  and  fragment  of  a  Bing. 

Mint. — Arrow-head,  Knife,  Gun-flints  (irregular  chippings). 

Stone, — Crucifix,  Spindle- whorl,  Celt,  Gunstone,  Whetstones,  Sinkers, 

Cannon-ball. 
Pottery  and  Terra-Cotta, — Beads,   Fragments  of  Vessels,   Spindle- 
whorls,  Tobacoo-pipes. 
Amber. — Beads. 
Jet, — ^A  small  ornament. 

Bone  and  its  kindred  «t«54^an(»«.— Bones,  Horns,  Teeth,  &c.,  in  the 

natural  state,  Knife-handle  (bone),  Mallet  (deer's  horn),   Pin 

(bone),  Pin  (bird's  beak),  Dagger  (tine  of  horn),  Bing  (bone). 

Spindle-whorl  (bone). 

Leather, — Portions  of  Shoes,  remains  of  Straps  in  the  metal,  part  of 

Bridle-rein  (?). 
Enamelled  objects. — Boman  Fibulse,  Finger-rings,  Strap-hasp, -Leather 

ornament,  Small  Fibulas. 
The  following  figures  show  the  proportions  of  the  various 
materials,  in  a  set  of  nearly  two  thousand  five  hundred  objects, 
which  belong  to  the  three  principal  collections  : — 

Silver  32 

Brass,  &c 1714 

Lead  and  Pewter   295 

Iron 269 

TerrarCotta,  &c. 14 

Stone    13 

Glass    18 

Wood    5 

Flint 44 

Bone,  &c 24 

2428 

It  thus  appears  that  articles,  of  which  copper  is  the  base, 
amount  to  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  whole ;  that  those  of  lead 
and  pewter  amount  to  twelve  per  cent. ;  those  of  iron,  to 
eleven ;  of  silver,  to  one  and  a  third;  and  that  articles  of  all 
other  kinds  of  material  reach  only  five  per  cent,  or  a  twentieth 
of  the  whole. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  three  hundred  and  forty- 
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four  coins,  showing  not  only  their  material  but  their  historic 
position — 


MATEBIAL. 

Gold  Coins 


Do.,   melted  and  broken  up    31 
Silver,  some  halved  or  quar- 1 

tered  f   ^^ 

Brass  or  Copper 106 

Pewter   » ,,,,.,      1 

244 


CHARACTER. 

British    3 

Boman    57 

Saxon 12 

English  and  Irish 249 

Miscellaneous    23 


344 


3.— Use. 

It  is  plain  that  the  various  kinds  of  metallic  objects  are  not, 
and  never  were,  equally  in  use ;  so  that  some  kinds  occur  with 
comparative  frequency,  and  others  very  rarely.  The  following 
table  serves  to  show,  in  some  degree,  what  classes  of  personal 
necessaries  were  more  prevalent  than  others ;  but  it  illustrates 
an  additional  fact  at  the  same  tima  For  example,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  only  one  fibula  was  employed  in  the  dress  of 
the  Eoman  gentleman,  while  five  or  six  buckles  were  neces- 
sary in  the  eqtiipment  of  a  mediaeval  soldier,  not  to  speak  of 
the  harness  of  his  horse.  Add  to  this  the  more  modem  use 
of  buckles  down  to  our  own  times,  and  one  would  be  pre- 
pared to  find  a  hundred  of  them  for  one  Eoman  fibula.  Yet 
no  such  proportion  exists,  as  the  fibulae  are  many-fold  more 
numerous  than  this ;  and  it  is  further  surprising  that  the  more 
elegant  and  artistic  article  exceeds  in  proportion  the  plainer 
and  more  homely  one.  It  is  an  argument,  along  with  others, 
that  Eoman  influence  was  stronger  on  the  spot  than  we  sup- 
posed ;  that  whether  these  articles  dropped  from  the  living,  or 
were  interred  with  the  dead,  the  persons  whom  they  decorated 
must  have  been  numerous  and  important 

In  grouping  the  objects  for  the  plates,  they  were  classified 
according  to  their  real  or  apparent  uses ;  and,  in  order  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  comparative  numbers,  it  .may  be  sufficient  to 
follow  the  order  of  the  plates.     Omitting  the  last  five  or  six. 
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whicli  refer  more  to  individual  things  than  to  classes,  the 
articles  of  kindred  character  with  those  engraved  will  be 
apparent  from  the  following : — 

like  objects 
•ograTedon 

Plate    III.  Roman  Fibulae,  oommou  type       -        -        -    34 

„       lY.  Ditto        ditto^   later,  and  of  rarer  forms-    -      8 —      42 

„         V.  Circular  Brooches         -----    28 

Pin         ditto 9_37 

„        VI.  Buckle   ditto 56 

Fermaib -i7—      83 

„      YIL  Buckles  with  Attachments  ->       -       -        -  101 

Attachments  Q0I7,  <Mr  fngmonts      -        -    -    37  —     138 

„    VnL  Baddes,  complete        .        ^       -        .        -151 

Ditto,    fragments 97—    248 

„        IX.  Double  Buckles  ----..    16 

Hasps  with  Lids    -        -        -        -        -    -      0 

Hasps  generally  -----    66 

Hooks    -        -        -        -        -        .        --7—98 

„  X.  Hasps  with  two  loops  (see  fig.  1,)         -»        -    14 

Ditto  with  hole  for  swivel  (figs.  7, 11,)  -  -  28 
Ditto  with  point  for  insertion  (figs.  12,  14,)  -  54 
Ditto  with  two  inner  points  (figs.  18,  19,}    •    19  ^     115 

^        XL  Tags  or  S^p-ends     -.--.—  12I 

„  Xn.  Strap  Ornaments,  genei*al  -  -  -  -  35 
Ditto  ditto,  small  (figs.  2, 3,  4,)  -  -  155 
Ditto  ditto,  sheU-like  (figs.  14, 15,)  -  -  17 
Ditto  ditto,  broadinmiddle(fig8.9,12,13,)  19 
Ditto  ditto,       with  animals  (figs.  21, 22,)    -      4—230 

,    Xin.  Bosses  and  Studs 124 

Small  Ornaments  (shield-shaped)     -       -    -      8  —    132 

„    XIV.  Spindle-whorls —  44 

„      XV.  Beads,  proper 41 

Other  Pendants 5—46 

„    XVL  Goad  Spurs 9 

Fragments  of  other  Spurs   -        -       -       -      4  —      13 

„  XVIL  Iron  Knives —  31 

„XVin.  Large  iron  Keys —  12 

„    XIX.  Small  brass  Keys 18 

Keyhole  Ornaments    -        -        -        -        -8—26 
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Like  object* 
engrared  on 

Plate  XX.  Coflfer  Handles 47 

Ditto  Feet-        - 3 

Ditto  pieoea  of  Mounting        -        -        -    -      9  —      59 

„    XXI.  Ariowa»and  allied  Implements     -        -        -    20 

Ditto  ditto,  stone  or  flint    -      5  —      25 

„  XXII.  Needles 21 

Needle-cases    -------5 

Thimbles 2 

Hair-pins  (meUl) 11—39 

„XXIII.  Piixs 29 

Tweezers        -        -        -        -        -        --6 

Nails,  sinall         .-----      8 

Ditto,  large 26—68 

,,  XXIV.  Rings  in  general  -----    43 

Finger  rings  -        -        -        -        -        --16 

Small  rings  (about  ^-in.  m  external  diameter)    45  —  104 

„  XXV.  £ar-riogs,  various -    —         57 

„XXVI.  Shears 1 

Fish-hooks 62 

Bells,  or  portions         -        -        -        -        -      7 

Spoons  --------8 

Crosses        ------.H 

Ear-picks  --  -..--3 
Metal  of  Gypciere 2  —    97 

1906* 
This  analysis  embraces,  as  will  be  seen,  nearly  2000  of  the 
principal  objects  in  the  three  leading  collections  ;  and  it  may 
serve  to  show  the  comparative  prevalence  of  the  various  kinds 
of  articles.  For  example,  the  simple  Buckles  are  most  nume- 
rous, and  the  Strap  ornaments  next.  If  we  add  to  the  former 
the  double  Buckles,  and  the  Buckles  with  Attachments  in 
whole  or  in  part,  the  Buckles  and  Strap  ornaments  amount  to 
more  than  a  third  of  tiie  whole.  K  we  had  enumerated  the 
various  articles^  of  which  specimens  are  engraved,  on  all  the 

*  The  analysis  which  is  given  here-  I  each  separate  article,  has  reference  to 
after,  under  the  detailed  account  of  I  these  three  large  collections  only. 
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plates,  instead  of  confining  ourselves  to  twenty-four,  the  pro- 
portion would  have  been  a  little,  but  very  little,  smaller. 

Next  in  the  order  of  number  are  Bosses  and  Studs,  Tags 
or  Strap-ends,  Hasps  of  various  kinds,  and  Rings.  If  we  add 
together  from  the  various  plates  the  several  sets  of  these,  we 
find  that  they  amount  to  just  another  third  of  the  whola  So 
that,  of  the  objects  which  are  represented  on  twenty-four  of  the 
principal  plates  (III. — ^XXVI.),  two-thirds  of  the  whole  are 
denoted  by  the  figures  on  nine*  plates,  aud  the  remaining 
one-third  by  the  figures  on  fifteen  f  others. 

The  Fibulae,  Brooches,  Fermails,  and  other  more  elegant 
fastenings  for  the  dress,  given  on  plates  III.,  IV.,  V.,  VI., 
mount  up  to  one  hundred  and  forty-two,  so  many  as  nine  or 
ten  of  them  being  of  silver.  So  that,  while  objects  of  this 
kind  generally  denoted  persons  of  quality,  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  them  were  indicative  of  riches  and  good  taste. 

4 — Antiquity. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject,  there  is  unusual  difficulty  in 
expressing  an  opinion.  A  common  mode  of  learning  the  dates 
of  antiquarian  objects  is  by  finding  them  in  connection  with 
others,  the  exact  age  of  which  is  well  known ;  and  in  this  way 
objects,  long  supposed  to  be  Saxon  or  Norman  for  example, 
have  been  identified  as  possibly  or  actually  Eoman.  In  like 
manner,  objects  popularly  supposed  to  be  modem,  and  in  some 
instances  really  so,  have  been  shown  to  possess  identity  of 
form  with  others  unquestionably  British  or  Saxon. 

In  the  present  inquiry,  no  such  clue  exists  to  guide  us  to 
the  ages  of  any  of  the  objects.  It  is  not  a  "  find ""  of  British, 
or  Saxon,  or  Eoman,  or  Danish,  or  any  other  class  of  antiquities, 
but  of  numerous  kinds  intermingled;  so  that,  besides  the  gene- 
ral resemblance  of  form  which  prevailed  throughout  various 
periods  of  history,  we  are  bewildered  by  the  acknowledged 


»  VII.,  VIII.,  IX.,  X.,  XI.,  XII., 
XIU.,  XXIV.,  XXV. 


t  in.,  IV.,  v.,  VI.,  XIV.,  XV., 
XVI.,  xvn.,  xvm.,  xix.,  xx., 

XXI..  XXII.,  XXUI.,  XXVI. 
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promiscuous  character  of  the  collection.  Still  it  is  possible  to 
make  a  rough  grouping,  which  shall  serve  the  purpose  of  an 
approximate  classification  on  the  ground  of  dates;  but  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  some  small  objects  among  the 
conveniences  of  civilization  have  prevailed  through  many 
centuries,  and  were  common  to  several  national  communitiea 
In  the  following  arrangement,  the  historic  periods,  as  de- 
termined by  races,  are  taken  as  the  basis ;  and,  of  the  objects 
enumerated,  each  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  one  or  more 
periods  representing  the  time  during  which  it  is  supposed  to 
have  prevailed.  Certain  animals,  which  were  supposed  to 
belong  to  some  of  the  pre-historic  periods,  have  been  brought 
down  to  the  Eoman  era,  by  the  discoYery  that  they  were 
actually  slaughtered  at  that  time  for  food ;  and,  again,  such 
objects  as  keys,  buckles,  brooches,  &c.,  prevail  through  suc- 
cessive periods.  The  goad-spur  is  found  in  two  divisions ;  for 
it  was  in  use  among  the  Saxons  before  the  battle  of  Hastings, 
and  it  was  commonly  used  afterwards  by  the  victorious  Nor- 
mans. Fibulse,  of  the  kind  noticed  here,  begin  and  end  with 
the  Eoman  period ;  and  the  specimens  of  rude  pottery  which 
occur,  have  probably  their  major  and  minor  limits  in  the 
Norman  period,  and  that  which  immediately  followed.  Some 
classes  of  objects  are  not  noticed  in  this  statement,  from  the 
fact  that  little  is  known  even  of  their  approximate  dates ;  and 
others  are  omitted  because  they  are  common  to  all  or  nearly 
all  the  periods. 

In  the  Pre-historic  and  British  period,  which  preceded  Chris- 
tianity and  the  advent  of  the  Romans,  the  Bos  primigenius 
trod  the  land  where  its  bones  are  still  found,  and  the 
Megacerus  Hibemicus,  whose  remains  are  also  brought  to 
light,  may  have  been  either  a  contemporary,  or  perhaps  a 
predecessor  or  successor.  The  bones  of  commoner  animals— 
e.  g.,  of  the  red  deer  and  roebuck,  of  the  wild  boar  and  wolf, 
of  the  horse,  the  dog,  and  of  man — ^probably  belonged  to 
some  of  the  later  periods ;  but  no  attempt  is  made  to  assign 
any  particular  date  to  them.  We  may  assume  that  during 
this  period  the  flint  arrows  and  knives  were  in  use,  and  the 
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flakes  and  sling  stones  of  the  same  material,  of  which  some 
examples  have  been  found. 

The  British  and  Roman  period  was  of  four  centuries'  duration ; 
namely,  from  the  middle  of  the  first  to  the  middle  of  the 
fifth  century.  The  earliest  of  our  coins  belong  to  this  period, 
and  the  fibulae,  both  plain  and  enamelleA  The  circular 
ones  (Plate  IV.  figs.  5-8)  are  of  the  later  Roman  era. 
Within  this  period  buckles,  ear-picks,  ear-rings,  finger- 
rings,  keys  (small,  brass  or  bronze),  and  horse-harness, 
were  in  use;  but  whether  any  of  our  objects  in  these 
classes  respectively  were  contemporaneous  with  .the  fibulae 
and  coins,  is  far  from  certain.  The  Bos  longifrons,  in  the 
manner  just  noticed,  has  been  brought  within  this  period. 
From  the  position  in  which  a  skull  was  found  near  Bir- 
kenhead, in  1858,  it  was  rendered  highly  probable  that  it 
had  been  the  contemporary  of  the  Romans;  and  the 
circumstances  attending  the  discovery  of  one  at  Wroxeter 
place  the  matter  beyond  question.  It  was  indented  as  if 
by  a  violent  blow,  and  a  large  iron  malleus  found  near  the 
place,  fitted  to  the  fracture. 

The  period  of  joint  British  and  Saxon  occupation  was  from 
the  middle  of  the  fifth  tiU  the  early  part  of  the  ninth 
century,  or  nearly  four  hundred  years.  During  this  period 
the  objects  enumerated  in  the  preceding  paragraph  had 
become  of  much  more  frequent  use ;  and  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  several  articles  there  enumei-ated  belong  properly 
to  this  period.  To  these  we  may  add  brooches  and  nails ; 
but  it  is  a  little  curious  that  this  long  period  does  not 
furnish  us  with  a  single  coin,  imless  perhaps  the  British 
ones,  which  are  undated.  It  is  more  probable,  however, 
that  they  belonged  to  the  Britons  of  the  Roman  period. 

During  the  Danish  and  Saxon  period,  the  former  possessed 
the  eastern  side  of  the  island,  and  occupied  numerous  spots 
round  the  coast,  while  the  latter  still  constituted  the  mass 
of  the  population.  The  period  included  imder  the  name, 
was  from  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  century  till  the  middle 
of  the  eleventh.  Throughout  it  all  the  common  objects 
which  have  been  enumerated  were  in  use ;  and  it  is  highly 
probable  that  some  of  ours  are  examples  belonging  to  this 
period.  Towards  its  close  we  see  the  goad  or  prick-spur 
in  use ;  also  hasps,  leather  ornaments,  and  strap-tags  were 
not  uncommon. 

The  Saxon  and  Norman  period  practically  embraced  a  century 
and  a  half,  or  from  1060  to  1200.  In  it  the  goad-spur  was 
common,  so  that  we  know  its  major  and  minor  limits  in 
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point  of  time.  Pottery,  of  the  kind  found  here,  was  in 
existence,  with  large  iron  keys,  pins,  needles,  needle-cases, 
personal  seals,  and  bosses  and  studs.  Of  course  the  articles 
already  enumerated  continued  to  exist,  most  of  them  in 
greater  number  eind  variety;  so  that,  while  some  of  ours 
may  possibly  illustrate  the  earlier  periods  of  their  use,  the 
probability  is  stronger  that  many  of  them  belonged  to  this 
period,  or  the  last  century  of  the  preceding  one. 

The  Earlier  English  period  represents  the  time  when  the 
various  ethnological  elements  had  become  fused  into  one 
nearly  homogeneous  mass.  It  extended  say  from  1200  to 
1400,  and  in  thus  employing  the  term  with  its  definition,  I 
do  not  interfere  with  the  nomenclature  of  others.  The 
goad-spurs  have  passed  away,  and  leather  ornaments  have 
undergone  modification;  but  buckles,  coins,  rings,  fish- 
hooks, harness,  keys,  nails,  &c.,  still  remain.  It  is  not  un- 
likely, however,  that  some  of  the  last  of  our  brooches  and 
fermails,  bosses  and  studs,  ear-picks,  ear-rings,  needles, 
needle-cases,  and  pottery,  belong  to  this  period  Either 
here,  or  a  little  lower  down,  we  should  place  thimbles,  which 
are  obviously  more  modem  than  the  needles  and  needle- 
cases  to  which  they  are  allied. 

The  More-recent  English  period,  from  1400  to  1700,  biings  into 
view  several  new  objects,  such  as  the  axe,  the  musket-rest, 
stone  cannon-ball,  gun-flints,  portions  of  brass  guns,  a 
wooden  pail,  and  some  of  the  more  modem  nails  and  fish- 
hooks. It  is  possible  that  there  are  a  few  things  more 
recent  still,  or  coming  down  into  the  eighteenth  century ; 
but  those  who  are  familiar  with  such  collections  wiQ  see 
that  such  are  few  indeed. 

In  size  the  objects  range  literally  "from  a  needle  to  an 
anchor ; "  but,  in  general,  they  are  smalL  This  is  evident  from 
the  fact,  that  of  nearly  four  hundred  and  fifty  objects  engraved 
hardly  one  in  twenty  required  to  be  represented  on  a  reduced 
scale. 

As  indications  of  art,  we  find  almost  every  stage  of  de- 
velopment, from  the  most  primitive  attempt  to  diminish 
human  labour  or  increase  convenience,  to  a  very  high  triumph 
of  human  skilL  For  example,  we  have  implements  of  bone 
or  of  stag's  horn ;  a  gigantic  comb  from  a  thin  board  of  native 
oak ;  a  needle-case  formed  by  squeezing  the  metal  into  a 
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cylinder,  like  a  piece  of  pasteboard,  to  be  stopped  by  a  plug  of 
wood ;  a  key  formed  to  all  appearance  by  compressing  the 
sheet  metal  in  the  fingers,  and  then  punching  a  hole  at  the 
top  and  riveting  for  the  web  or  wards  at  the  bottom ;  with 
many  objects  in  lead,  which  was  more  easily  procurable  than 
other  metals,  from  Flintshire,  across  the  Dee.  We  have,  on 
the  other  hand,  fibulae  of  elegant  workmanship,  buckles  which 
were  better  suited  to  the  circumstances  than  any  which  we 
now  possess;  tags  and  pendants  beautifully  ornamented; 
modes  of  fastening  which  are  now  either  almost  or  altogether 
unknown  to  us ;  and,  in  many  instances,  a  beauty  of  con- 
struction and  delicacy  of  parts  at  the  very  existence  of 
which  we  wonder,  and  especially  at  its  existence  in  the 
circumstances. 

In  fine,  here  is  a  collection  of  which  more  than  three 
thousand  objects  exist,  such  as  contributed  to  almost  every 
convenience  and  purpose  of  human  life,  and  yet  it  embraces 
articles  whose  ages  differ  at  least  seventeen  hundred  years. 
It  is  surely  deserving  of  a  careful  examination  and  descrip- 
tion ;  and,  even  if  one  should  fail  to  give  perfectly  correct 
impressions  of  it,  the  attempt  is  justifiable,  and  some  degree 
of  failure  may  be  excused. 


SECTION     II.  — DETAILED. 


I.— FIBULA.— Plates  III.  and  IV. 

1. — Introduction.  Tlie  following  definition  of  the  term 
Fibula  is  given  by  Mr.  James  Yates,  in  one  of  his  excellent 
antiquarian  articles  in  Smith's  Dictionary  of  Oreek  and 
Roman  Antiquities : — 

"A  brooch,  consisting  of  a  pin  (acus\  and  of  a  curved  portion  fur- 
nbhed  with  a  hook.  The  curved  portion  was  sometimes  a  circular 
ring  or  disc,  the  pin  passing  across  its  centre,  and  sometimes  an  arc, 
the  |»in  being  as  the  chord  of  the  arc." 
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The  term,  therefore,  denoted  a  genus,*  of  which  there  were 
many  species;  including  afterwards  buckles  also,  whether 
ring-shaped  or  of  any  other  form.  Though  our  English  lan- 
guage provides  us  with  many  terms  instead  of  this  one,  these 
are  sometimes  employed  loosely  and  carelessly ;  and  indeed 
it  is  practically  impossible,  as  we  shall  see,  to  say  where  one 
class  ends  and  another  b^ina 

In  the  present  article,  the  nam,e  Fibuja  is  applied  to  those 
fastenings  only  which  were  in  the  form  of  an  arc  standing  out 
perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  body,  and  which  were  em- 
ployed for  use  rather  than  for  ornament  Fastenings  which 
possess  these  general  characters  are  very  frequently  found 
among  Eoman  remains,  though  other  forms  occur  occasionally; 
and  objects  similar  in  structure  were  not  imknown  among 
other  peoples,  though  they  were  rara  But  since,  among  the 
Roman  people,  the  arched  brooch  occurred  most  frequently, 
and  since  its  use  was  in  a  great  degree  exceptional  elsewhere, 
we  have  given  the  term  here  a  naore  limited  signification  than 
it  usually  possesses. 

2.  Various  Forms^ — The  arched  fibula  is  related  to  the 
curious  curved  object,  with  cusped  or  mamillary  ends,  of 
which  numerous  specimens  in  gold  are  familiar  to  Irish 
archaeologists.  The  two  ends  passed  inwards,  like  a  double 
button  which  unites  the  sides  of  a  gentleman's  coat,  and  the 
curve  which  held  these  ends  together  stood  out  across  the 
body.  Intermediate  between  this  and  the  fibula  proper  is  one 
whose  two  ends  are  of  uniform  size  and  appearance,  but  with 
a  pin  behind.  One  of  the  most  interesting  examples  is  the 
elegant  bronze  instrument  from  Ardnakillan  crannogue,  in 
the  coimty  of  Koscommon,  figured  by  Dr.  Wildaf  The  late 
Mr.  J.  M.  Kemble  thought  it  very  ancient,  and  the  finest 


*  Virgil  represents  -  the  Fibula  a% 
used  (▲)  to  connect  the  robe ;  (d)  as 
a  fastening  for  the  Balteus  or  shoulder- 
belt  ;  and  (c)  as  a  hair-pin. 

(A)  Avrea  porpnrMOn  nibiMcUt  flboU  TMioni.— 
JBn.  It.  Uft 


(b)  lAto  goun  elmim  ampleotttiir  «iiro 
BalteoB,  et  toretl  siibMotit  fllmU  gemm^— n».  t.818. 
"FOnte,  elATiovliu  •xtxema  baltel  oonneetcni.''— 
Mot*  on  zU.  974. 

(c)  Fibala  erinem  waxo  interneetat— Ibw  tU.  8I& 

t  Catalogue  of  the  objects  possessed 
by  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  p.  569. 
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bronze  article  in  the  collection.  Three  similar  fibulae,  probably 
of  Romano-Frankish  construction,  were  procured  at  Macon,  in 
France,  and  are  figured  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Historic 
Society  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  VoL  X.,  PL  vi  The  upper 
and  lower  ends  are  identical  in  form ;  but  to  the  one  the  pin  is 
attached,  and  to  the  other  the  hook  for  holding  it.  In  Plate 
XX.,  which  serves  as  a  frontispiece  to  Boutells  little  work,*  fig.  3 
represents  a  Roman  enamelled  fibula  with  a  sort  of  equilateral 
triangle  at  each  end,  ornamented  with  sixteen  small  equilateral 
triangles,  of  which  seven  are  white,  six  black,  and  three  yellow. 
The  harp-shaped  or  bow-shaped  fibulae,  to  which  our 
remarks  in  the  first  place  refer,  may  be  seen  on  Plate  III., 
figs.  1,  7,  and  9;  also  Plate  IV.,  figs.  1—4  Though  so 
simple  in  form,  it  admits  of  a  good  deal  of  variety  in  structure 
and  ornamentation.  A  glance  at  Mr.  Akerman's  Archoeo- 
lofficcd  Index  shews  us  four  of  the  Roman-British  period, 
from  Devizes  in  North  Wilts.  Three  of  them  have  a  cross 
bar  on  the  top  like  our  fig.  2  on  Plate  III.,  and  the  fourth 
lias  a  loop  at  the  top  with  a  coiled  spring,  unlike  any  in  this 
collection.  It  is  known  as  "  the  rat-trap  spring,"  and  appears 
in  three  of  the  woodcuts  given  hereafter.  Two  singular  bronze 
fibxilae  were  found  at  Kirkby  There  in  Westmoreland,  one  of 
which  has  four  circular  ridges  on  its  bow  or  stem,  somewhat 
like  those  of  fig.  3,  Plate  IV.,  but  it  has  a  square  loop  at  the  top 
and  the  coiled  spring,  f  A  similar  one  exists  in  the  collection 
of  Lady  Londesborough.  J  In  the  Journal  of  the  A  rchceological 
Association,  VoL  II.,  p.  75,  there  is  one  figured  which  is  copied 
in  the  Archceological  Index.  The  bow  of  it  bears  a  rude  resem- 
blance to  a  man  standing  with  arms  akimbo ;  and  the  pin, 
attached  as  if  to  the  back  of  the  head,  falls  into  a  loop  behind 
the  1^.  A  beautiful  bronze  fibula  from  Lanarkshire  is  harp- 
shaped,  the  pin  forming  the  string.§  A  very  interesting  one  in 
my  own  possession  from  Whittlesea  Mere,  of  bronze  silvered,  is 

%  Catalogue,  p.  39. 
§  Journal    of  the    Archieological 
Association,  VIII.,  p.  74. 


*  Manual  of  British  Archsologj, 
1858. 
t  Archwologia,  XXXI.,  p.  279. 
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two  and  a  quarter  inches  high,  and  has  a  tubular  cross-bar  at 
the  top,  to  which  the  pin  is  attached,  two  inches  long.     It  is 
somewhat  similar  in  shape  to  one  given  by  Mr.  Smith,  Col- 
lectanea Antigua,  I.  52.     Another,  rudely  shaped,  of  brass, 
also  in  my  possession,  has  a  head  and  loop,  something  like 
that  of  fig.  3,  Plate  III.     On  the  centre  of  the  back  is  a  square 
containing  a  circle  of  red  enamel,  and  it  has 
I  a  penannular  termination  at  the  bottom. 
The  spring  of  it  is  coiled.     It  was  found 
at  a  supposed  Eoman  station  at  Walton-le 
Dale,  near  Preston.      In  an   ossuary*   at 
Crundale,  in  Kent,  a  very  beautiful  one  of 
brass    was    found,    with    numerous    other 
J  ^  articles,  most  of  them  evidently  Roman.    It 

is  described  in  the  Inventorium  Sqmlchrale,f  and  a  figure  of 
it  is  given  here. 

Sometimes  the  stem  or  back  part  consisted  of  a  mere  double 


•  Iny.  Sep.,  186. 

f  This  was  of  coarse  black  earth, 
and  capable  of  containing  about  six 
quarts.  It  is  nine  inches  high,  and 
ten  in  diameter.    It  contained,  along 


with  the  fibula,  burnt  bones,  coals, 
and  ashes.  The  other  vessel,  which 
is  of  coarse  reddish  earth,  was  found 
along  with  it.  Both  are  shown  here — 


Ossowy. 


Companion  Bottle. 
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outline  of  wire,  like  the  skeleton  shawl-pins  which  one  sees 
occasionally.  One  of  this  kind  was  found  at  La  Tene,  on 
the  Lake  of  Neuchatel,  and  is  figured  by  M.  Troyon  in  his 
Habitations  Lacustres,  *  Two  others  are  figured  by  Douglas, 
as  found  at  Barham  Down3,  near  Canterbury.!  Another, 
still  more  simple  in  its  structure,  was  found  in  one  of  the 
barrows  of  East  Yorkshire.  It  is  apparently  a  single  piece 
of  stout  wire,  the  bow  and  pin  being  continuous,  with  a  coiled 
spring ;  and  a  small  loop  at  the  bottotaa  of  the  stem  serves 
to  receive  its  point.  J 

Sometimes  the  object  assumed  the  shape  of  an  animal,  as 
in  one  from  the  Fairford  gtaves ;  the  stem  or  curved  portion 
of  which  is  in  the  shape  of  a  bird.  This  is  Angle-Saxon.  § 
But  a  Koman  one,  much  more  el^ant,  was  discovered  at 
York,  and  is  figured  in  WellbelovecCa  Eburacum,  Plate  XVIL, 
fig.  3.  Other  animals  also  were  imitated,  as  the  dolphin,  which 
is  represented  in  a  spring  brooch,  the  pin  locking  into  the 
taiL  The  spring  is  a  separate  piece,  and  has  been  riveted  to 
the  head.  It  is  here  figured  from  the  Royal  Irish  Academy's 
collection,  A  somewhat  similar 
one  from  the  Eoman  station  of 
Little  Chester,  near  Derby,  ap- 
pears to  have  the  body  of  a  leech. 
Another,  in  the  Eoyal  Irish  Aca- 
demy's   collection,  assumes  tEe  DoipMnPattem. 

f6rm  of  a  snake  with 
inflated  body ;  it  is  of 
one  continuous  piece, 
and  the  pin  having  a 
coiled  spring,  answers 
to  the  tail  of  a  serpent, 
and  locks  into  a  pro- 
jection in  the  neck. 


u.4BMrrrr4tf  »  m 
Bomaa,  from  Little  Chester. 


♦  Plate  XV.,  fig.  9. 
t  Nenia  Britannica,  Plate  x.,  figs. 
2  and  3. 


t  Wright's  Essays,  I.,  24. 
§  ArchoBologia,  XXXIV.,  79. 
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Serpent  Pattsrn. 

In  some  of  them  a  peculiar  style  of  ornamentation  prevailed. 
Four  ancient  fibulae,  all  of  this  type,  are  figured  by  M.  Troyoii 
as  of  the  earlier  iron  age ;  Plate  xvii  figs.  13 — 16.  One  of 
them  has  a  little  bird  standing  on  the  outer  part  of  the  stem 
or  bow,  and  looking  towards  the  point  of  the  pin.  They  were 
all  discovered  in  the  tombs  of  the  Canton  de  Vaud.  He 
mentions  another  which  has  been  presented  to  him  from 
Cremona,  on  which  there  are  three  birds.  And  a  Grallo- 
l^oman  bronze  fibula,  in  the  Londesborough  collection,  has 
fouff  little  cocks  or  ducks  standing  prominently  on  the  bow,  and 
all  looking  towards  the  point  of  the  pin.  But  more  curious 
ones  still  exist.  Among  the  antiquities  found  in  Italy,  Styria, 
and  Mecklenburg,  were  bronze  fibulae,  consisting  of  a  flat 
strip  of  bronze  about  half  an  inch  wide,  with  a  coiled  spring 
at  one  end,  and  a  hook  for  the  acus  at  the  other.  The  whole 
Daargin  of  the"bow  was  decorated  with  little  birds  riveted  on. 
One  of  these  fibulae  has  at  its  middle  a  figure,  with  the  body 
of  a  bird  and  the  head  of  an  ox.* 

Some .  of  the  Angle-Saxon  forms  so  closely  resemble  the 
Boman  ones,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  pronounce  upon 
theni,  apart  from  the  connection  in  which  they  are  discovered. 
Thus,  four  were  found  at  Harnham  hiU,  near  Salisbury,  one 
with  a  projecting  cross-bar,  like  ours,  Plate  III.  fig.  2 ;  one 
with  the  top  and  bottom  parts  nearly  alike ;  and  one  with  a 
broad  rectangular  piece  near  its  hinge.f  Again,  at  Filkins, 
in  Oxfordshire,  along  with  numerous  circular  and  dish-shaped 
ones  (noticed  here  under  the  title  Brooches),  were  found  two, 

•  Arch«Rologia,  XXXVI.,  361.  |      f  Ibid.,  XXXV.,  278. 
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both  very  like  ours.  The  bow  of  one  is  like  fig.  3,  Plate  IV., 
in  ours,  but  it  has  a  coiled  spring. 

Examples  of  the  circular  fibulae  that  are  unquestionably 
Eoman  are  such  as  the  following.  One  was  found  near 
Devizes,  coarsely  enamelled;  and  is  figured  in  the  Archceo- 
logiccd  Index,  Plate  xii,  fig.  17.  Two  interesting  examples  are 
given  in  Wdlhelaved^s  Fburacum,  Plate  xvii.,  figs.  4,  7.  They 
are  of  copper,  and  one  is  beautifully  ornamented.  Mr.  Loe 
has  engraved  several  examples  of  circular  Roman  fibulae 
similar  to  those  we  have  caUed  here  "  Buckle  Brooches,"  but 
it  has  been  doubted  respecting  one  whether  it  was  Romaa* 
A  large  convex  Angle-Saxon  fibula,  now  in  the  Museum  of 
the  Chester  Mechanics'  Institution,  was  found  in  a  field  near 
the  city  in  1840.  It  is  of  bronze,  coutiter-sunk  in  sections, 
which  are  inlaid  with  red,  white,  and  green  paste ;  the  pin  is 
gone,  but  the  joint  and  part  of  the  fastening  remain,  t 

Two  of  a  very  pecxdiar  form  are  given  on  Plate  III.,  figs.  8 
and  10 ;  they  resemble  the  letter  S,  and  one  of  them  contains 
the  pki  appended  to  it.  One  of  similar  construction  was 
exhibited  at  York  in  1856,  and  is  figured  in  the  separate 
volume  of  the  Archaeological  Institute  for  that  year,  p.  35.  A 
similar  one  is  given  by  Mr.  Smith  in  the  Collectanea  Antiqua, 
VoL  I.,  Plate  xxvii.  In  1844,  another  one  of  bronze  was 
found  at  Malton  in  Yorkshire,  on  a  Roman  road.  It  is 
described  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
VoL  L,  p.  295.  These  are  all  siiJ)posed  to  be  of  the  later 
Roman  period. 

The  penannular  fibulae  given  on  Plate  IV.,  figs.  5 — 8,  are 
very  rude  examples  of  a  kind  well  known.  They  ai-e  supposed 
to  be  of-  the  later  Roman  period  ;  but  objects  of  this  kind  are 
found  not  merely  with  Roman  remains;  but  also  among  Saxon 
ones.    Some  of  the  more  elegant  formfe  are  alluded  to  under 


*  iBca  Silnram ;  or,  an  niustratcd 
Catalogae  of  the  Maseum  of  Anti- 
quities at  CarleoQ,  1862. 


t  Historic  Society's  Transactions, 
I.,  28. 
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the  head  "  Brooches ;"  and  in  Ireland  especially  they  are 
numerous  and  varied,  both  of  sUver  and  gold.  An  interesting 
example  was  obtained  among  some  Soman  remains  in  York- 
shire ;•  others  were  found  at  Fairtbrd  among  Saxon  remains  ;t 
and  numerous  others  are  alluded  to  in  the  ordinary  works  on 
Archaeology.^ 

Though  we  use  the  common  term  Anglo-Saxon,  it  really 
includes  several  distinct  sets  of  people.  The  implements  and 
ornaments  which  these  used,  though  resembling  were  not 
identical ;  and  their  distinctive  characteristics  can  be  traced 
through  the  various  parts  of  England.  Mr.  Eoach  Smith  has 
drawn  particular  attention  to  this  circumstance.  §  In  the 
ancient  kingdom  of  East  Anglia,  in  Leicestershire,  and  further 

north,  the  form  of  a  fibula  pro- 
per is  still  preserved ;  but  among 
the   early  settlers  of  Kent,  and 

]  towards  Wessex,  the  circular  form 
which  we  call 
"Brooch"  is  much 
more  general.  In 
some  parts,  as  will 
be  noticed,  the 
brooch  is  of  fre- 
quent occurrence, 
and  splendidly 
decorated;  in 
other  parts  it  oc- 

L«rg«  exunple,  from  Suffolk.  CUTS    mOTC   Tarcly, 

and  instead  of  being  convex  is  slightly  con- 
cave.   The  following  three  forms  are  from  Suffolk  and  Cam- 


SmaU  exan^jplo, 
frv>m  Suffolk, 


*  Wrighfs  Archaeological  Essavs, 
1.  p.  25. 

f  Wylie's  Fairford  GraTes,  Plate 
y.  fig.  5,  and  Plate  vi.  fig.  3. 

X  Wilde's  Catalogue  of  the  Royal 
Iiish  Academy;  the  Ulster  Journal 


of  Archzology ;  the  Gloucester 
Volume  of  the  British  Archaeological 
Afsociation ;  Catalogue  of  the  Special 
Exhibition  of  Works  of  Art  at  South 
Kensington,  &c.,  &c, 
§  Inventorinm  Sepulchrale,  p.  xiii. 
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bridge;  but  the  examples  from  Norfolk  are  of  a  somewhat 
similar  kind.  The  first  from  Suffolk  is  large  and  cruciform, 
with  a  sort  of  rude  human  heads  at  its  opposite  extremities. 
It  is  six  inches  long,  and  nearly  four  and  a  half  broad.  The 
second  is  smaller,  being  about  four  inches  long ;  the  upper 
part  being  decorated  by  rows  of  heart-shaped  objects,  and  the 
lower  by  an  involved  line.  The  wings  or  cruciform  part  are 
only  half  the  extent  of  the  perpendicular  length  ;  and  it  thus 
bears  some  resemblance  to  the  body  and  small  wings  of  a 


From  CainbridgeBhlze. 

moth.  The  third  is  from  Cambridgeshire;  and,  instead  of 
cross-bars,  it  presents  us  with  a  rectangular  plate  at  the  top, 
and  greater  width  and  decoration  along  the  stem  or  bow. 
This  is  five  and  a  quarter  inches  long,  and  the  plate  at  top 
and  projections  below  are  about  half  that  extent  laterally. 
Among  the  fibulae  discovered  by  Douglas  in  Kent,  those 

with  semicircular 
heads  cannot  fail  to 
have  arrested  the  at- 
tention of  readers  of 
the  Nenia,  Of  tliis 
kind  a  variety  occurs 
very  commonly  on  the 
continent,  and  occa- 
sionally in  our  own 
country.      From  the 

Fn«0.««ril,lnTlmnet.  From SeUen, In 0«nuuiy.       cirCUmferenCO  of  the 

semicircle  five  knobs  like  fingers  project,  with  an  interval  of 
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half  a  right  angle  between  each  pair.  It  is  the  prevailing  fonn 
of  fibula  in  the  Frankish  graves,  and  is  known  as  the  "  hasp 
with  offsets."  It  has  been  found  by  the  brothers  linden- 
Schmidt  near  Mayence,  at  Osengell  and  other  parts  of  Kent, 
at  Selzen  in  Germany,  at  Lyons  in  France,  by  the  Abb<S 
Cochet  in  Normandy,  and  in  several  other  places. 

3.  Materials  and  Decoration, — The  materials  of  which 
articles  of  this  kind  have  been  constructed  are  gold,  silver, 
brass  or  bronze,  iron,  and  sometimes  mixed  metal  Flat 
circular  brooches,  as  we  shall  see,  were  often  constructed  of 
lead  or  pewter,  but  none  of  this  form  that  I  am  aware  o£  A 
splendid  gold  fibula  was  found  at  Odiham  in  Hants,  cruciform, 
and  with  massive  balls  at  top  and  sides.  It  is  now  in  the 
British  Museum.*  A  magnificent  one,  also  of  gold,  from 
Scotland,  was  exhibited  at  the  Society  of  Antiqua^es  on  the 
30th  of  May,  1850  ;  but  the  gentleman  who  laid  it  before  the 
Society  declined,  for  special  reasons,  to  state  all  the  particulars 
concerning  it.  It  has  three  gold  balls  like  that  just  mentioned, 
one  of  which  unscrews  for  the  purpose  of  fastening  the  a>cm 
or  pin.  It  is  splendidly  decorated,  and  other  examples  of  the 
same  shape  were  mentioned  on  tbe  occasioii.f  The  Eev. 
Thomas  Hugo  exhibited  one  of  bronze,  of  the  later  Roman 
period,  found  in  EatoliflF  Highway,  similar  in  form  to  that  of 
Odiham,  but  stUl  more  resembling  the  beautiful  one  from 
Scotland,  t  Fibul»  of  this  form  are  rarely  found  in  silver. 
One  of  the  later  Roman  period  was  discovered  near  Bath  in 
1856,  §  but  the  form  of  it  is  not  explained.  In  the  Londes- 
borough  collection  there  is  one  of  silver  gilt  and  nielloed,  and 
with  an  iron  pin.  It  is  of  the  kind  denominated  "  hasp  with 
oflf-sets."  In  the  same  collection  there  were  several  of  mixed 
metal.  Of  bronze  or  brass  they  were  very  common,  and  in 
numerous  instances,  whether  of  this  material  or  of  the  precious 
metals,  the  pin  was  iron.    Fibulae  wholly  iron  occur,  as  we 


*  ArduBological  Jonmal,  vol.  II. 
p.  46. 
t  Proceedings  o!  the  Society  of 


Antiquaries,  II.  pp.  84,  S6. 
%  Ibid.  ni.  15. 
§  Ibid.  UI.  262. 
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have  seen,  among  those  in  the  lacustrine  habitations  of 
Switzerland. 

In  decoration  they  were  very  varied,  and  sometimes  re- 
markably splendid.  They  were  plated,  gilt,  nielloed,  enamelled, 
chased,  ornamented  with  filigree  and  with  precious  stones, 
and  in  some  instances  small  ornamental  objects  were  riveted 
on  or  suspended. 

4  Cheshire  Fibidcp.  Hie  fibulsB  which  have  been  found  on 
the  Cheshire  coast  -amount  to  forty-eight  in  all.  Of  the 
commoner  form  there  are  forty,  and  of  the  rarer  forms,  like  figs. 
8  and  10,  Plate  IIL,  or  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  Plate  IV.,  there  are 
eight  With  the  exception  of  one  of  the  latter  class  they 
are  all  of  bronze ;  the  exceptional  one  is  silver.  Of  the 
whole  number  Mr.  Smith  possesses  thirty-two ;  Mr.  Mayer, 
Mr.  Ainslie,  and  myself,  five  each ;  and  Mrs.  Longueville  one* 

Those  engraved  upon  Plate  III.  are  of  course  all  of  brass, 
and  present  considerable  variety  of  form.  Five  of  these  are 
from  Mr.  Ainslie's  collection,  viz.,  figs.  1,  2,  3,  7,  and  9; 
four  from  Mr.  Smith's,  4,  5,  6,  and  10 ;  and  fig.  8'  from  Mr. 
Mayer's.  Figs.  2  and  7  are  the  only  ones  that  show  the 
cross-bar  or  hammer-head,  and  the  former  exhibits  traces  of 
minute  and  beautiful  workmanship.  Six  of  them  have  loc^s, 
apparently  for  a  cord  to  be  passed  through  to  attach  them 
to  the  person,  so  that  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  wearer 
to  lose  one  of  them.  On  showing  to  a 'dealer  a  beautiful 
bow-shaped  one  in  my  own  possession,  with  a  suggestion 
that  such  a  precaution  would  not  be  useless  in  modem 
times,  he  turned  up  the  back  of  a  brooch,  and  showed  me 
a  ring  inserted  for  the  same  purpose.  In  two  instances,  viz. 
figs.  3  and  9, the  loop  for  sustaining  seems  to  answer  the  farther 
purpose  of  serving  as  the  hinge  for  the  acm.  This  arrange- 
ment is  very  visible  in  the  harp-shaped  fibula,  fig.  9.  Traces 
of  blue  enamel  are  very  apparent  in  three  of  those  of  Mr, 
Ainslie,  figs.  1,  2,  and  7,  and  in  one  of  those  of  Mr.  Smith, 
fig.  4;  while  the  remains  of  a  yellow  setting  are  visible  in  fig.  3. 
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Fig.  5  exhibits  a  chequered  pattern  in  scarlet  and  green,  and 
fig.  6  a  mixture  of  red  and  white. 

Plate  IV.  may  be  regarded  as  a  continuation  of  Plate  III., 
and  the  objects  have  been  considered  together.  They  are  all 
bronze ;  and  with  the  exception  of  fig.  1,  which  belongs  to 
Mrs.  Longueville,  and  fig.  5,  which  is  Mr.  Mayer's,  all 
are  from  Mr.  Smith's  collection.  Fig.  1  is  interesting, 
as  having  been  the  first  object  noticed  in  1846,  and  which 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  antiquarian  objects  were  pro- 
cured in  the  neighbourhood.  Figs.  2  and  4  exhibit  the  cross- 
bar or  hammer-head ;  and  tbe  jbalkr  is  peculiarly  decorated 
along  the  back  of  the  bow  o^  stem.  Fig.  8  is  different  from 
the  others,  and  should  not  perhaps  have  been  placed  here.  It 
is  a  sort  of  double  buckle  brooch,  the  pin  of  which  has  become 
iigglutinated  to  the  cross-bar,  and  is  broken. 


Fibula  item  the  Boman  Villa  i^  Wa'esbjr, 
Dear  Maiket  Baaen,  Lincoln. 


II.— BROOCHES— Plate  V. 

1. — ^PiN  Brooches. 

•    1. — Introduction.    The  original  meaning  of  the  term  brooch, 

both  in  French  and  English,  is  a  spit ;  *   and  therefore  it  ap- 


♦  Broche  or  spete  (without  mete), 
veru;  Broche  or  spete  (whan  mete  is 
Tpon  it),  veruttmu — Promptorium  Par^ 
vulorum.  A  hroch,  a  spitte,  a  long 
strike  in  writiDg  like  a  spitte,  made 


for  a  note,— Fleming's  Diet.,  1583. 
Broche,  a  hroach  or  spitte,  also  a 
great  stitch. — Coigrave,  1611.  A 
spitte  to  roast  meat  on  ;  a  start  on  a 
young  stag's  head,  growing  like  the 
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plied  in  the  first  instance  to  the  pin.  Subsequently  it  was 
applied  more  to  the  circle  to  which  the  pin  was  attjwhed 
To  the  Norman  broodi  the  name  was  peculiarly  applicable, 
as  it  consisted  mainly  of  a  decorated  ring  and  a  long  pin.  A 
beautiful  one,  fastening  the  inner  garment  of  Queen  Berengaria, 
is  engraved  in  Fairholt's  Costumes  in  England,  *  There  are 
also  two  gold  breast-pins  in  the  collection  of  the  Eoyal  Irish 
Academy — one  with  a  double  torque-pattern  ring,  and  the 
other  with  a  plain  unclosed  rim— both  of  which  illustrate 
this  remark,  f 

Hence  the  expression,  *'  to  broach  or  to  tap  "  as  if  a  cask ; 
that  is,  to  pierce  it,  or  "  spit  *  it  literally.  Thus,  two  writers 
of  the  sixteenth  century  use  the  following  language — 

"  Villain,  thou  kuow'st  the  law  of  arms  is  such, 
That  whoso  draws  a  sword  'tis  present  death  ; 
Or  else  this  blow  should  broach  thy  dearest  blood."  t 

"  Then  to  Dalkeith  they  made  them  boun, 
Beid-wod  of  this  reproche  ; 
There  was  baith  wyne  and  venisoun, 
And  barrells  ran  on  broche."  j 

A  lady  threatening  to  let  loose  her  tongue,  uses  the  term 
figuratively,  thus : — 


end  of  a  spii.^Bailei/'s  Diet,  This 
meaning  is  iUoslrated  in  .the  foUow- 
ing  qnotation  from  an  ancient  tract 
entitled,  «*Will  Bucke,  His  Testa- 
ment," by  Copland — "For  to  make 
Nombleis  stued. — ^Take  th/e  nnmbjeis, 
dene  wasshed  and  dight,  and  cat 
them  to  the  length  of  the  brede  of 
halfe  a  thombe,  and  then  put  them 
on  a  broche,  and  roste  them  til  they 
be  inonghe."  Among  the  "Kychen 
Stuffe  "  of  Katharine  of  Arragon,  the 
following  is  enumerated,  "  A  rcKande 
broche,  withe  a  paire  of  rackis,  a  fyre 
panne,  a  fyre  forke,  a  paire  of  smalle 
aund  eyerons,  a  brasse  poMe,  a  brasse 


panne,  a  gredeyeron,  a  paire  of  ton- 
gis.'* — Camden  MisCp,  iii.  41.  King 
Edward  JL  was  killed  by  '*  a  broche 
of  brennjmge  fyre  putte  throoghe  an 
home,'*  or  "  a  spit  of  copper  bren- 
uynge.**^-G^fo«5ary  to  ffeame's  Bob,  of 
Gloucester,  Jn  the  Expenses  of  the 
Wardrobe  of  King  Edward  IIL,  there 
Ib  mentioned  as  part  of  the  kitchen 
fomitore,  "iiij  broches  ferri." — At' 
chcBplogioy  XXXVm.  81. 

♦Page^. 

t  Wilde's  CataL  of  Gold  Antiqs.  p.  41. 

X  Shakspeare,  1  Hen.  YL,  iii.  4. 

§  Alexander  Scott —^  Justing  of 
Adaqison  and  Syme. 
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'^  Then  maiest  thou  cheaen  wheder  thou  wolt  sippe, 
Of  thilke  tonne  that  I  shal  abroche."  • 

Except  that  a  different  term  13  employed,  such  as  pin  or 
skewer,  the  brooch  in  its  original  sense  ia  an  object  of  all  tima 
It  is  said  that  the  primitive  mode  of  fastening  garments  was 
by  the  spur  of  a  thorn ;  f  and^  among  the  class  of  people  called 
"  tramps,"  some  very  inartificial  modes  of  fastening  might  be 
observed.  A  Celtic  peasant  having  lost  a  button  which  can 
ill  be  spared,  &stens  the  two  portions  of  his  clothing  by  means 
of  a  large  nail ;  and,  though  this  prin[iitive  brooch  may  be 
occasionally  strained  or  bent,  it  endures  at  least  as  long  as  the 
fabric  which  it  unites.  Dr.  Wilde,  in  his  catalogue  of  the 
objects  in  the  collection  of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy,  calls 
skewers  of  this  kind  "  Breast-pins ; "  and,  as  they  generally 
united  the  mantle  on  the  bosom,  the  name  is  much  more 
accurate  than  that  of  hair-pins,  frequently  given  to  them.  I 
have  called  them  "  Pin-broogUes,"  where  there  is  the  pin  and 
little  or  nothing  else. 

2. — Kinds.  It  is  extremely  difficult,  indeed  impossible,  to 
distinguish  between  brooches  or  breast-pins  on  the  one  hand, 
and  hair-pins  on  the  other.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases 
they  were  of  the  same  size  and  form ;  and  it  is  not  imlikely 
that  the  same  instrument  which  fastened  the  robe  of  either 
sex  at  one  time,  served  to  decorate  a  lady's  hair  at  another. 
Among  the  humbler  classes  of  society,  or  in  any  class  where 
there  is  a  limitation  of  conveniences,  we  constantly  find  the 
same  implement  applied  to  various  uses ;  and  thus,  instead  of 
having  defined  duties  to  perform,  it  is  a  servant  of  all  woik. 
In  Dr.  Wilde's  catalogue,  objects  like  figs.  1,  4, 14, 18,  on  our 
Plate  are  called  "  Ring-pins,"  and  a  number  of  very  interesting 


•  Chaucer,  Wif  of  Bathe's  Tale. 

t  In  Keckam*8  treatise  De  Utensir 
iibusy  he  says  of  a  dealer,  **Monile 
habeat,  Spinter,  (^qttasi  spina  tetuix,') 
qno  tunice  fbscotincti  Tel  camisie 
colaria  conjongat.'* — Mfx^n  Fboa6., 


101.  Omnibns  sagnm  fibnlA,  ant,  si 
desit,  spina  consertnm. — Tootes.  In 
the  Irish  language,  the  same  word 
{dtalg)  is  nsed  to  denote  a  thorn,  and 
a  skewer,  pin,  or  bodkin.— Dr.  TTtUls'f 
Catal.y  332,  a. 
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examples  are  given.    In  one  instcmce,  a  pin  three  indies  long 
has  three  ringles  at  different  elevations,  and  of  different  sizes, 
passing  through  its  top ;  and  in  two  others  the  ring  is  simply 
a  piece  of  wire  passed  through  the  hole  and  bent  by  the  Jfingers.* 
It  is  supposed,  from  the  peculiar  shape  of  the  heads,  that  both 
of  these  latter  may  have  been  used  as  styli.     The  following 
examples  from  that  collection  f  may  serve  in  some  degree  to 
illustmte  our  own.    They.show  apparently  four 
stages  of  progress  in  the  rings  or  loops ;  but  the 
pins  are  also  of  various  lengths,  sizes,  and  styles 
of  ornamentation.     For  exanjple,  in 
the  first  there  is  a  plain  ring,  thick  at  j 
the  middle  and  diminishing  towards 
the  part  where  it  passes  through  the 
opening.      In  the  second,  the  outer 
"pSu'SISI       pai-t  of  the  ring  is  a  distinct  tiling, 
scarcely  clearing  the  head  of  the  pin,  and  it  re- 
volves on   an  axis  or  swivel  like  a  strong  wire. 
There  are  nume-  ^^mto^  rous  specimens  of 

this  class.   In  the  Br         ^^^i       third,  the  ring  is 

double,  but  the  m$gmmmJ&mmmm^^^fm  two  separate  por- 
tions are  united  ^f^^g^^W  w^here  it  is  un- 
omamented,  and  ..Rtag.pm;' Third  stage.  passes  through 
the  pin.  The  fourth  is  wnamented  with  cruciform  or  trifoliate 
knobs,  the  lowest  of  which  terminates  in 
a  loop,  as  if  for  some  suspended  orna- 
ment 

3. — Objects  in  this  Collection.     There 

are  nine  pins  of  this  kind  in  the  collec- 

tion, six  of  which  are    engraved    on 

Plate  V.    They  are  all    of   brass    or 

bronte;  and  except  ^Ring.p,„,-po«thsl.ge.  %•  13,  which  is 
in  Mr.  Smith's  collection,  and  18  in  my  own,  they  are  all 
the  property  of  Mr.  Mayer.    Two  of  them  (figs.  11  and  13) 

*  Catalogue,  p.  561.  |      t  ^^y  P*  ^^l* 
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are  not  strictly  "  Eing-pins,"  but  they  have  obviously  served  a 
similar  purposa  The  ornamentation  on  fig.  13  has  been  very 
beautiful,  but  most  of  it  hcts  flaked  off.  Fig.  11  has  a  thin 
solid  head,  and  may  possibly  have  served  the  purpose  of  a 
stylus,  like  those  noticed  by  Dr.  Wilde ;  the  eccentric  position 
of  the  hole  in  the  head  gives  it  a  peculiar  lunette  appearanca 
Figs.  1,  4, 14,  and  18,  are  all  of  the  same  class,  so  far  as  the 
ring  is  concerned;  and  answer  to  the  Irish  type  shown  in  Ring 
Pin,  first  staga  In  all  of  them  the  ring  is  plain,  but  the  heewl 
of  the  pin  through  which  it  passes  is  variously  ornamented. 
In  fig.  1,  there  are  plain  lines  intersecting  diagonally,  like  the 
simplest  kind  of  wire-work.  In  fig.  4,  the  square  is  divided 
by  its  diagonals,  and  the  two  opposite  triangles  are  shaded 
by  lines  passing  in  opposite  directions.  In  14,  there  is  a 
central  dot,  with  six  others  surrounding  it;  and  in  18,  the 
ornament  consists  of  a  simple  cross. 

It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  these  objects  were  also  hair- 
pins, as  they  may  have  served  that  purpose,  at  least  occa- 
sionally. In  like  manner  the  Haii^pin  proper,  which  is  treated 
of  between  Needles  and  Pins,  may  have  fastened  the  dress  on 
amergencies.  The  articles  denoted  by  figs.  1, 4, 11, 14,  and  18, 
have  been  pronoimced  Irish  rather  than  English,*  and  they 
are  said  to  be  medisevaL  f 

2. — Circular  Brooches. 

1. — Transition  state.  It  is  evident  that  the  "  pin-brooch," 
or  "  ring-pin,"  became  transformed  into  the  circular  brooch, 
by  the  gradual  shortening  of  the  pin  and  enlargement  of  the 
ring.  The  ring,  which  was  conspicuous,  therefore  became  the 
important  part;  and  the  pin,  which  was  concealed  in  the 
drapery,  became  subordinata  It  is  obvious  that  brooches  of 
this  kind  were  used  in  connection  with  clothing  only ;  and 
that  the  use  of  such  specimens  as  ours  in  connection  with  the 
hair  was  impossible.   The  circular  brooches  of  Ireland  exhibit . 

♦  A.  W.  F.,  C.  R.  S.  ,       I    t  More  recent  than  Norman  or  Saxon. 
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From  Faixford,  01oiie«stenlilre. 


an  intermediate  state  such  as  is  not  shown  here  :  the  ring  is 
large  and  greatly  decorated,  while  the  pin  retains  its  siza  The 
former  therefore  swimg  about  on  its  axis,  unless  when  it  was 
secured  to  the  dress,  as  it  sometimes  was.  Sometimes  in  objects 
of  this  kind  the  inner  circle  diminished,  as  in  that  which  is 
conventionally  known  as  the  Bob  Eoy  brooch  ;  and  the  ring 
was  broad  and  thin.   The  adjoining  cut  afiTords  an  illustration, 

from  an  example  from^  Fairford  in 
Gloucestershire  *    It  is  of  the  spe- 
cies  called    quoit-shaped,   and    is 
plated   with    white    metal,    orna- 
mented with  circles  indented  by  a 
punch.     It  will  be  observed  that 
there  is  a  slit  in  the  rim  to  allow 
for  the  play  of  the  aeus.    In  this, 
and  the  adjoining  counties  of  Berks 
and  Oxford,  Saxon  fibulae  or  brooches  showed  a  complete 
disc,  and  some,  instead  of  being  coiivex,  were  concave  or  saucer- 
shaped.    The  adjoining  specimens  are  also  from  Gloucester- 
shire. In  Kent, 
again,  the  cir- 
cular    brooch  I 
was  large,  and  I 
frequently) 
magnificent; 
and  was  often 

inlaid  with  precious  stones.  <^ne»^eB«K«he..te«01oi«,erteriaiire. 

Mr.  Eoach  Smith  thinks  that  the  prevailing  customs  enable 
us  to  define  the  locality  from  the  form,  or  vice  versa,  almost  as 
in  the  case  of  local  dialects.^  An  interesting  example  of  the 
brooches  of  Kent  is  that  discovered  by  Faussett,  at  Kingston 
Down,  in  1771,  in  a  coflin  and  grave  imusually  large.  He  says, 
"  Near  the  neck,  or  rather  more  towaa*ds  the  right  shoulder. 


♦  Archaeologia,  XXXVIL  146. 
t  See  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Smith, 
and  of  Mr.  Syer  Cuming,  quoted  by 


Mr.  Crofton  Croker. — CataL  of  Lady 
Londesh.  Coll,  1S53,  pp.  21-32. 
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was  a  most  surprisingly  beautiful  and  large  fibula,*  (mlrnectens,) 


The  Oxeai  Brooch,  from  KlagBion  Down. 

It  is  entirely  of  gold,  and  is  most  elegantly  and  richly  set  with 
garnets  t  and  some  pale  blue  stones,  the  names  of  wliieh  I  am 
at  present  a  stranger  to.     It  is  three  and  a  half  inches  in  dia- 


The  Gr^at  Brooch— Side  View 

meter,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  weighs  6 
0Z3.  5  dwts.  18  grs.  The  cross  on  the  under  side  is  quite 
entire,  and  is  also  beautifully  ornamented  with  garnets,  t  I 
flatter  myself  that  it  is  altogether  one  of  the  most  curious, 

♦  The  term  fibula  is  here  used  in  I     f    These    prove    to    be    coloured 
its  general  sense.  I  glass. 
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and,  for  its  size,  costly  pieces  of  antiquity  ever  discovered 
in  England."  * 

There  is  a  beautiful  cruciform  brooch  in  my  own  collec- 
tion, which  I  procured  from  a.  farmer's  wife  near  Hoylake. 
It  is  of  silver  engraved,  and  is  apparently  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  I  also  possess  a  fragment  of  one,  on  the  circle  of 
which  there  appear  to  have  been  ten  rude  projections  like 
mammae,  for  the  insertion  of  stones  or  paste.  It  is  of  bronze, 
and  an  engraving  of  it  may  be  seen  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
Historic  Society, ^  VoL  I,  PL  i,  ficj.  4 

2. — Alltisions  to  it    Chaucer,  who  lived  in  the  fourteenth 

century,  describes  a  carpenter's  wife  as  wearing  a  very  large 

one  : — 

'*  A  broche  she  bare  upon  hire  low  colere 

As  brode  as  is  the  bosse  of  a  bokelere."  t 

The  modem  Celtic  brooch,  like  that  known  as  the  "  Rob  Eoy 
brooch,"  is  also  large ;  and  from  the  Roman  times  down  to  our 
own  day,  it  has  been  usual  to  wear  it  not  only  at  the  throat, 
but  also  in  fastening  the  dress  on  the  shoulder.§  Clerics 
usually  fastened  their  copes  across  the  throat,  as  in  a  monu- 
mental efiigy  of  1416,  at  Chartham  in  Kent  Sometimes  the 
brooch  was  adorned  with  a  religious  device,  and  in  other 
cases  it  bore  the  arms  of  the  wearer.  || 

Of  the  larger  and  more  important  specimens  it  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  mention  a  few.  There  are  several  unique  specimens 
known  by  particular  names,  and  treasured  for  their  elegance. 


•  InYcntoriam  Sepulchrale,  pp.  77, 
78.  It  is  engraved  there,  Plate  I., 
and  it  is  also  engrayed  in  Donglas-s 
Nenia  Btitannica,  PI.  x.,  fig.  6. 

t  A  similar  one  with  twelve  points, 
is  engraved  in  the  Journal  of  the 
ArchcBclogkal  Association,  vol.  YIII., 
p.  369. 

I  Canterbnrj  Tales,  L  3264.  "  A 
silver  brooch,  worth  100  marks,  was  as 
broad  as  any  ordinary  pewter  plate,  the 
whole  curiously  engraven  with  various 


animals,  &c.  There  was  a  lesser 
hnckle,  which  was  wore  in  the  middle 
of  the  larger,  and  above  two  OQDces 
weight'* — Martinis  Western  Islands, 

§  Chancer  represents  Deiphobe  as 
accidentally  finding  a  brooch  on  the 
collar  of  Diomede's  coat  :— 

At  he  that  on  the  oolar  found  within, 
▲  brooch  that  he  CresReidyaye  at  moroir. 

Tro,  and  Cres,,  B.  v. 
n  Oxford  Brasses,  pp.  xxxiii,  i:6, 
2S. 
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their  rarity,  or  their  intrinsic  value.  Thus,  there  is  tlie 
"  Eunic  "  or  "  Hunterston  Brooch,"  engraved  as  the  frontis- . 
piece  to  Wils^i's  Archceology  and  Free-historic  Anncds  of 
Scotland ;  the  "feooch  of  Lorn  "*  the  "Glenlyon  Brooch,"  the 
"  Oval  Brooch,"  &c.t  There  is  the  "  Kilkenny  Brooch  "  of 
silver,  and  the  "  Dalriadic  Brooch,"  recently  discovered,  of 
gold.  X  "  The  Tara  Brooch,"  which  is  in  the  possession  of 
Messrs.  Waterhouse,  of  Dublin,  is  thus  described : — ^"  White 
bronze,  annul^u?,  the  expanded  portion  occupying  nearly  half 
the  diameter ;  the  depressed  parts-  overlaid  with  placques  of 
gold,  to  which  is  soldered  gold  interlaced  filigree  of  great 
delicacy  and  elegance.  Bosses  and  lines  of  brown  amber, 
and  small  portions  of  glass  and  lapis  lazuli,  are  set  in  the  pro- 
jecting parts.  The'  wedge^haped  head  of  the  pin  is  similarly 
ornamented  with  filigree,  &c.  Irish  work  of  the  twelfth  century. 
Diameter,  4  in. ;  length  of  pin,  9  in."  Elegant  brooches  of 
Aberdeen  granite  were  shown  at  the  International  Exhibition 
of  1862,  by  the  Messrs.  Rettie. 

The  Livery  Company  of  London  were  called  "  Hurriers " 
and  "  MUiners ;"  the  lattef  name  being  used  because  their 
wares  came  from  Milati ;  and  these  included  brooches.  Among 
those  foimd  in  the  graves  at  Barrow  Furlong,  in  Nortlmmp- 
tonshire,  about  twenty-one  in  number,  not  one  had  the  pin  in 
it  or  with  it.  Three  had  the  catches  apparently  filed  oflf ;  and 
one  the  hinge  also.  The  hinge  consisted  of  a  thin  slip  of 
metal,  and  the  junction  of  the  pin  was  forked;  so  that,  when 
the  hinge  was  inserted  in  the  fork,  a  wire  passed  through  the 
three  holes.§  The  material  varied  between  pure  copper  and 
pale  brass. 


*  WhenM  tbe  brooch  of  bumiBg  gold 
Ttaftt  olMps  ih«  ehieftatn't  mantlt  fold, 
Wrought  and  chaiod  with  ntre  deTiee, 
Staddod  fUr  with  g«ms  of  pxloe ; 
On  th«  Tttied  tartont  bMuning, 
As  through  nlght't  pale  rainbow  gUamlng— 
Fainter  now,  now  leen  a&r, 
Fltfnl  thinet  the  northern  ttar. 

This  is  the  first  of  six  stanzAS  descrip- 


tive of  the  Brooch  of  Lorn,  in  Scotfs 
"Lord  of  the  Isles,"  c.  ii.  t.  U. 

t  See  Wilson. 

X  Ulster  Journal  of  Archasology, 
iv.  1. 

§  Archffiologia,  XXXIII.  331. 
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Among  the  various  articles  carried  by  the  pedlar  of  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteeiith  centuries,  brooches  were  reckoned  : — 

Podccary. — What  the  devyll  hast  thou  there  at  thy  backe  ? 
Pedler. — "What,  dost  thou  not  knowe  that  every  pedler, 

In  all  kinde  of  trifles  must  be  a  medler  ? 

Gloves,  pynnes,  combes,  glasses  unspottjd, 

Pomanders,  hookes,  and  lases  knottjd  ; 

Broches,  rjnges,  and  al  maner  of  bedes, 

Lace  rounde  or  flat,  for  women's  hedes  : 

Nedles,  threde,  thymbell,  shers,  and'  all  such  knackes, 

Where  lovers  be,  no  such  thinges  lackes ; 

Sypers,*  swathbondes,!  lybandes,  sieve  laces, 

Gy rdyls,  knyves,  purses,  and  pynnaces.  J 

Brooches  of  the  more  important  kind  are  also  alluded  to 
under  the  name  of  stomachers : — 

I  will  have  my  pomander  of  most  sweet  smell, 
AUo  my  chaines  of  gold  to  hauge  about  my  necke, 
^nd  my  broadered  haire  while  I  at  home  dwell ; 
Stomachers  of  golJe  becometh  me  welL  § 

3. — Objects  in  this  Collection.  The  number  of  objects  of  tliis 
class  is  thirty-five  in  all ;  of  which  six  are  of  silver,  fourteen  of 
brass  or  bronze,  and  fifteen  of  lead.  Mr.  Smith's  collection 
contains  the  largest  number,  including  sixteen  in  aU;  and 
there  are  twelve  in  my  own.  Fig.  9  presents  material  of  four 
different  kinds.  On  a  basis  of  copper  or  bronze  is  a  thin 
plate  of  gold,  covered  with  silver  filigree,  of  fine  work,  and 
ornamented  with  enameL 

Figa  2  and  3  are  silver,  each  having  only  one  semicircle 
ornamented,  the  tonguie  or  pin  being  the  diameter.  In  one, 
the  ornamentation  is  funicular  ;■  in  the  other,  it  consists  of 
triangular  decoration.  Fig.  6  is  of  silver,  with  six  diamond- 
shaped  pieces  laid  on  the  circumference  of  the  circle.    This 

•  Thin  doth  of  Cyprus  for  veUs,  of  a  Palmer,  a  Pardoner,  a  Potycary, 

t  RoUers  for  children.  and  a  Pedler.) 

X  Heywood's  Four  PP.  ctr.  1533.  §  Booke  of  Robin  Conscience,  cir, 

(A  Newe  and  a  very  mery  Enterlude,  1 600. 
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was  a  very  common  mode  of  ornamentation ;  four  of  these 
pieces  are  simply  checked,  but  the  two  at  the  quadrants  have 
each  an  impressed  ^itr  de  lis. 

Fig.  5  is  a  pretty  one  of  lead,  with  a  weak  pin.  An  orna- 
mented band  runs  along  its  middle ;  and  it  has  five  equi- 
distant shields,  each  of  which  bears  a  trefoiL  Fig.  7  is  a 
coarse  leaden  one,  with  the  usual  diamond  ornament ;  but 
most  of  its  decoration  is  obliterated.  Fig.  8,  which  is  of 
lead,  wants  the  pin;  it  has  six  equidistant  knobs,  rudely 
indented. 

Fig  10  is  a  very  elegant  one  of  bronze,  bevelled  both  on  the 
inner  and  outer  side,  and  of  the  quatrefoil  form.  It  has  the 
place  for  the  <icu8  or  pin  thinner  than  the  rest,  as  in  nume- 
rous other  examples. 

Fig.  12  is  of  lead,  with  four  discs,  imited  by  an  oma- 
luented  lozenge  in  the  centre.  It  thus  approximates  to  the 
complete  disc,  having  quite  dropped  the  character  of  a  mere 
ring. 

Figs.  15,  16,  and  17,  are  more  like  the  types  at  the  top  of 
the  plate,  viz.,  2  and  3  ;  being  plain  circular  brooches,  with 
very  little  ornament.  Fig.  15  is  silver,  16  brass,  and  17 
bronze.  Fig.  19  is  an  elegant  tongue  or  €u^us  of  another 
brooch  ;  it  is  of  silver,  guarded  with  shoulders,  and  ornamented 
with  wavy  lines. 

On  Plate  V.,  figs.  2,  9,  12,  and  17,  are  from  Mr.  Smith's 
collection;  6,  7,  8,  and  16,  from  Mr.  Ainslie's;  10,  15,  19, 
from  Mr.  Mayer's;  6  from  Mrs.  Longueville's ;  and  3  from  a 
small  private  collection. 

4 — Associations  of  Brooch  and  Ring.  The  instances  in 
which  brooches  and  rings  are  mentioned  together  are 
very  numerous,  showing  at  once  the  high  value  of  both 
articles  at  the  time  when  the  expressions  were  employed, 
and  also  their  similarity  of  use.  The  following  are  a  few 
examples  :— 
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Who  gaf  broche  and  beighe  ? 
Who  but  Douk  Morgan  1  * 
A  lond  thai  sett  that  sleigh, 
With  all  his  winiug  yare, 
With  broche  and  riche  beighe.* 
Bat  netheles  this  markis  hath  do  make 
Of  gemmes  set  in  gold  and  in  asure, 
Broches  aud  ringes  for  Qriseldes  suke.f 
In  the  Chester  Mystery  Plays,  the  shepherds  do  not  know 
what  to  present  to  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem ;  and  Secundus 
Pastor  says : — 

Goe  we  nere  anon  with  such  as  we  have  broughte, 

Binge,  broche,  ner  precious  stonne, 
Let  us  se  yf  we  have  oughte  to  proffer. 
And  the  "  first  boye  "  adds  :— 

Nowe,  Lorde,  for  to  geye  thee  have  I  no  thinge, 
Nether  goulde,  silver,  bruche,  ner  ringe.J 
In  the  old  ballad  entitled  RedisdcUe  and  Wise  William,  he 
attempts  to  entice  the  lady  with  rich  presents  : — 
He — Come  down,  come  down,  my  lady  fair, 
A  ^ight  of  you  I'll  see  ; 
And  bonny  jewels,  broaches,  rings, 
I  will  give  unto  thee. 
She — If  you  have  bonny  brouohes,  ringSi 
Oh  mine  are  bonny  tee ;  § 
Go  from  my  yett^s  now,  Reedisdale, 
For  me  you  shall  not  see.  J 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  his  ballad  of  Albert  Gramu,  IT  says : — 
Her  sire  gave  brooch  and  jewel  fine. 

Where  the  sun  shines  fair  on  Carlisle  wall, 
Her  brother  gave  but  a  flask  of  wine^ 
For  ire  that  Love  was  lord  of  alK 
This,  of  course,  was  only  an  imitation  of  ancient  passages  in 


♦  Scott's  edition  of  Sir  Tristrem, 
pp.  23,  28.  The  term  "Beigh,"  or 
**  Bee,"  still  exists  in  provincial  Eng- 
lish to  denote  a  ring ;  but  I  have  only 
heard  it  applied  to  the  large  iron  ring 
at  the  lower  end  of  a  rake  or  hay-fork, 
to  prevent  the  handle  from  splitting. 


t  Chaucer,  the  Gierke's  Tale. 
X  Shaksp.  Soc.  edition,  pp.  140,142. 
§  The  Aberdeen  pronunciation  of 
the  word  **too.* 
I  Motherwell's  Minstrelsy,  p.  SOI. 
Y  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,  canto  vi. 
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ballad  poetry.  Thus,  in  the  ballad  of  Young  Bearwell, 
it  is  said  of  a  lady's  lovers  that  "  they  wooed  her  with  broach 
and  ring  f  *  and  in  that  of  the  Cruel  Sister,  the  two  articles 
are  separated  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  i — 

He  courted  the  eldest  with  glove  and  ring, 
But  he  lo*ed  the  youngest  aboou  a'  thing  ; 
He  courted  the  eldest  wi  broach  and  knife, 
But  he  lo'ed  the  youngest  aboon  his  life.f 
In  the  Ancren  Riwle,  or  ReguUe  Inelusamm,  the  nuns  are 
forbidden  to  have  brooch,  or  ring,  or  studded  girdle  : — 
King  ne  broche  nabbe  ye ;  ne  gurdel  i-membred.  J 


III.— BUCKLE  BROOCHES.— Plate  V. 

1.  General  Remarks, — ^This  designation  has  been  adopted 
for  want  of  a  more  suitable  one.  Many  of  the  brooches  are 
circular  in  form,  and  made  of  iron ;  they  have  large  pins  or 
tongues,  as  if  intended  for  leather ;  and  they  are  almost 
undistinguishable  from  buckles  proper.  Yet  they  were 
obviously  intended  to  be  used  in  connection  with  cloth,  as 
both  the  form,  and  sometimes  the  material,  were  imsuited  for 
kather.  The  distinction,  however,  between  brooches  and 
buckles  is  not  marked  by  any  definite  line ;  the  two  classes 
of  objects  gradually  intermingla  So  also  do  two  other 
objects — the  brooch  and  the  fermaiL  This  latter  word,  which 
is  adopted  from  the  French,  indicates  a  smaller  and  more 
elegant  brooch,  with  a  finer  pin.  The  term  "fermail"  was 
also  applied  to  denote  the  clasps  of  a  book,  or  hooks  in 
general ;  so  that,  like  brooch,  it  indicated  a  genus  rather  than 
a  species,  and  at  its  extremes  was  related  to  objects  of  various 
kinds.  The  Eomans  included  both  brooches  and  buckles 
under  the  term  "  fibulae,"  and  of  course  this  intermediate  class 
was  also  comprehended.  Those  which  resembled  the  modern 
buckle,  or  which  presented  a  ring  with  a  pin  across  it,  were 

♦  Motherwell,  p.  347.   See  also  the  I      t  Border  Minstrelsy,  III.  181. 
O.  B.  of  Lady  Maisry,  p.  71.  It  Camd.  Soc.  edition,  p.  420. 
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generally  decorated  in  a  much  more  costly  way  than  the 
fibulae  proper.* 

In  some  heraldic  illustrations,  as  in  tlie  anns  of  Case  of 
Lancashire,  one  sees  buckles  which  are  like  brooches,  or 
brooches  which  are  like  buckles — in  short,  a  compromise 
betw^een    the  two. 
A    similar    object 
is    found    on    the 
arms  of  the  Gold- 
smiths*   Company 
•^m|g== — -r     of  Londcm,  granted 
|B|l  1571.     There  are 

I  ^Hjj^  also  buckle  brooch- 

I      ^Bb        ^  given  by  Wor- 
^•^-^^^.Jil'^        saae;  one  of  trefoil 

AniisofCMe.Lttieitthlre.         foHU,   aud   aUOthcr  Tlia  ttme,  enlarged. 

circular,  composed  of  circular  bands,  with  one  of  larger  size 
at  intervals,  like  a  little  rosary  of  soft  materials  compressed 
into  a  circle,  t  llie  following  fonns  are  from  the  Saxon  graves, 
and  are  figured  in  the  Inventorium  Sepulchrale.  The  largest 
is  like  one  of  those  just  given,  and  is  of  brass;  while  a  smaller 

one  of  silver,  round  on  the 

upper  side,  where  it  is  orna- 
mented, is  flat  on  the  lower 
side.  Both  were 
found  at  Gil  ton- 
town,  in  Kent. 
In  a  woman's 
grave  at  Sibeits- 
wold,  the  frag- 
ments of  another  were  found 
near  the  neck.  It  has  been 
DGaton-town.  brokcu  (like  Fig.  10  on  Plate 

VI.)  along  the  line  of  the  acus. 


Silver,  from  Oilton- 
town. 


♦  Smith's  Diet,  of  Greek  and  Rom. 
Antiqs 


t  See  Plate  xiv.  fig.  15,  which  in 
some  respects  resembles  it. 
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^^ 


From  Sibertcwold. 

2i  iTse  of  the  Artidc-^Broochea  of  all  the  kinds  specified, 
especially  the  more  elegant  and  costly  ones,  were  heirlooms, 
and  descended  from  generation  to  generation  in  the  families 
of  those  who  owned  them.  It  was  in  this  way  that  some  of 
the  rarer  specimens,  mejitioned  in  the  previous  article,  came 
to  be  preserved.  The  brooch  was  worn  in  the  cap  for  various 
reasons,  one  of  which  was  as  a  decoration.  Two  examples  of 
this  are  fowd  in  the ''  Inventory  of  the  Goods  of  the  Duke  of 
Eichmoftd,"*  J527. 

Item,  a  bounet  of  black  velwet,  vttV  a  brooche  and  &  naked  woman, 
vfiih  xviij  pair  of  agglettes  and  xviij  buttons,  and  a  small  cheyue  about 
the  edge  of  tbe  same. 

Item,  a  bonett  furnished  witli  buttons,  and  a  litill  brooche. 

They  were  sometimes  also  worn  in  the  cap  as  tokens  of 
pilgrimage ;  and,  in  such  cases,  they  bore  the  figure  of  the 
saint  at  whose  shrine  they  wepe  distributed.  Mr.  Roach 
Smith  has  thrown  considerable  light  upon  this  subject, 
previously  very  obscure ;  aud  Mr.  Fairholt  has  also  referred 
to  it  in  his  note  on  tlie  quotation  given  from  Barclay : — 
Hygh  on  his  bonet  stacke  a  fayre  broche  of  tynne. 
His  pursys  lynynge  vas  symple,  poore,  and  thynne.  t 

Sir  Walter  Scott  has  introduced  two  females  as  wearily 
the  brooch.  One  is  the  wife  of  Watt  Tinlinn,  the  shoemaker, 
from  the  tower  on  the  liddelL 

His  wife,  stout,  ruddy,  and  daik  brow'd, 
Of  silver  broach  and  bracelet  proud, 
Laugh*d  to  her  friends  among  the  crowd.  J 
He  adds*  in  a  note :  "  As  the  Borderers  were  indifferent  about 
the  furniture  of  their  habitations,  so  much  exposed  to  be 

♦  Camden  Soc.  Miscellanj,  IlL  3,12.  I  dyshman. 

t  Barcla^r's   Cytcxen    and    Uplon- I      J  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,  iv.  5. 
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burnt  and  plundered,  they  were  proportionally  anxious  to 
display    splendour   in    decorating    and    ornamenting    their 
females.*'    The  other  example  is  Ellen  Douglas : — 
A  ehieftain*B  daughter  teemed  the  maid. 
Her  satin  snood,  her  silken  plaid, 
Her  golden  brooch,  such  birth  betrayed.* 
Among  the  "great  rarities  and  riches"  in  the  closet  of 
Queen  Mary,  are  mentioned^ "  crosses  and  Ihesus,t  brouches, 
tablets  and  pendanta" 

To  the  female  inhabitants  of  religious  houses,  such  orna- 
ments, provocative  of  vanity,  were  strictly  forbidden. 
Here  heemel  beo  heie  istihd ;  al  withute  broohe.^ 
[Let  their  collar  be  high-pointed ;  let  none  wear  a  brooch.] 
It  would  appear,  also,  that  a  brooch  and  a  girdle,  like  a 
brooch  and  a  ring,  were  true-love  tokens. 

O  Diomede !  thou  hat  both  broche  and  belte. 
Quiche  Troilus  gave  me  in  tokining 
Of  his  true  luve.  § 

In  former  times,  two  brooches  were  sometimes  worn  on  the 
breast,  as  two  of  the  large  oval  or  shell-shaped  species  were 
found  in  that  position  on  a  skeleton  in  a  sepulchral  mound  in 
Orkney.  || 

3. — Description  of  the  Collection.  The  number  of  buckle- 
brooches  is  fifty-six,  and  of  fermails  twenty-eight ;  or  eighty- 
four  in  alL  Of  these,  five  are  silver,  forty-nine  brass  or  bronze, 
and  thirty  lead.  Mr.  Mayer's  collection  is  by  far  the  richest  in 
objects  of  this  kind ;  for  it  includes  all  the  silver  ones,  and  fifty 
of  the  others.  Of  the  objects  engraved  on  Plate  VI.,  fig.  6  is  from 
Mr.  Ainslie's  collection,  11  fix)m  Mr.  Smith's,  10  from  my 
own,  12  and  14  from  Mr.  Eobinson's,  and  all  the  rest  from 
Mr.  Mayer's. 

Figs.  1^  9>  and  14  are  of  silver ;  and  they  display  very 
dijfferent  degrees  of  decoration.  '  Fig.  1  is  in  shape  a  rude 


*  Lady  of  the  Lake,  i.  19» 
t  Heanie*s  Glossary. 
X  Ancren  Biwlc,  424. 


§  Henryson,  Testament  of  Cresseide. 
II   Wilson's    Frschistoric    Annals, 
p.  553. 
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octagon,  and  it  is  embossed  with  little  hemispheres,  which 
seem  irregularly  distributed,  but  which  are  actually  sym- 
metrical in  their  arrangement;  the  ocas  is  perfect,  and 
exhibits  chequered  marks  at  the  top.  Fig.  9  is  a  beautiful 
little  fermail,  in  which  a  plain  ring  is  cased  with  an  outer 
coating  of  delicate  work.  It  is  difficult  tx)  say  whether  it  has 
at  any  time  covered  the  whole  circle;  and  the  ambiguity 
arising  from  the  appearance  is  increased  by  the  fact,  that  some- 
times such  objects  were  decorated  to  half  the  extent  of  the 
circle  only  (see  Plate  V.,  figs.  2  and  3).  Fig.  14  is  a  very 
elegant  brooch,  approaching  to  the  disc  form.  A  broad  band 
of  metal  has  an  outer  and  inner  border  plain,  between  which 
is  a  row  of  circles  with  intermingled  dots.  The  inner  cir- 
cumference of  the  band  of  metal  is  filled  up  by  the  head  and 
neck  of  a  lady ;  the  hair  being  enclosed  in  net- work  as  at 
present,  and  the  collar  of  her  garment  being  decorated  by  an 
embroidery  of  stars. 

Figs.  3,  4,  6,  7^  10,  11,  are  of  brass  or  bronze.  Fig.  4  is 
plain  throughout  one  semicircle,  and  decorated  in  the  other ; 
and  the  acm  or  tongue  was  fastened  at  one  junction  of  these 
two  portions,  and  fell  at  the  other.  Fig.  3  is  peculiar,  inas- 
much as  it  has  spaces  for  six  imitations  of  gems,  or  for  fiUing 
with  enamel  Fig.  6  presents  no  special  featui'e;  it  is  a 
decorated  circle,  with  a  plain  pin.  Fig.  7  appears  to  have 
opened  and  shut  like  the  penannular  brooches,  now  well  known, 
the  end  of  the  ring  being  inserted  into  the  knob  which  is 
attached  to  the  other  end.  Fig.  10  is  broken  right  across  in 
the  line  of  the  pin ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  its  original 
purpose.  Fig.  1 1  is  very  peculiar  in  form.  It  may  be  said  to 
be  elliptical,  with  a  nozzle  at  one  end  and  a  precious  stone 
at  the  other.  The  pin,  which  is  very  fine,  stands  across  it.  The 
rim  is  decorated  throughout  with  small  faint  circles.  Figs.  2, 
5,  and  8,  are  of  pewter.  Fig.  2  is  literally  "  a  wheel  within  a 
wheel;"  having  a  central  disc  with  an  outer  margin,  and 
ornamental  open  work  between.     The  pin  was  placed  at  the 
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back,  and  may  possibly  have  been  only  the  length  of  the 
diameter  of  the  inner  circle,  after  the  manner  of  fig.  8.  Occa- 
sionally, too,  the  pin  was  of  a  different  material,  as  iron  wire- 
It  was  at  one  time  supposed  that  this  had  formed  the  ornamental 
top  of  a  box.  It  seems  to  have  been  copied  from  gold  patterns.* 
Fig.  5  is  a  circle,  with  a  broad  inscribed  square,  the  four 
segments  being  filled  up  with  little  balls.  There  are  also  balls 
at  the  comers  of  the  square.  Each  pair  of  opposite  sides  is 
ornamented  with  a  separate  pattern,  which  in  one  of  the 
four  is  nearly  obliterated;  and  the  pin  or  aais  is  broad, 
apparently  ill  adapted  to  pierce  even  cloth.  It  may  be 
Roman,  but  is  probably  later.f  Fig.  8  has  been  an  interesting 
object  when  complete.  Its  outer  margin  is  divided  into  six 
parts,  each  containing  a  boss  a^id  a  human  head ;  but  one  of 
the  former  and  four  of  the  latter  have  been  lost.  It  is  nearly 
two  inches  across ;  the  diameter  of  the  inner  open  circle  being 
about  half  an  inch.  The  pin  is  attached  to  the  margin  of  this, 
and  a  fold  of  the  cloth  appears  to  have  been  passed  up  through 
the  hole,  and  through  this  the  pin  was  passed.  It  is  not 
imlikely  that  it  was  worn  by  some  one  engaged  in  pUgiimage. 

Figa  12  and  13  are  of  lead.  The  former  appears  to  have 
been  constructed  in  imitation  of  silver  brooches ;  ha\4ng  eight 
projecting  knobs  round  the  outer  margin,  and  incised  chequered 
lines  between  that  and  the  inner  margin.  From  the  axis 
which  remains,  the  pin  appears  to  have  been  a  delicate  one, 
but  it  is  wanting.  Fig.  13  has  five  knobs  still  occupied  by 
the  original  glass  settings. 

It  is  evident  that  the  pictorial  representation,  and  the 
description  of  26  circular  brooches  (Plates  V.  and  VI.)  out  of 
119,  can  give  only  an  idea  of  their  general  character.  These 
have  been  selected,  however,  as  types,  in  the  hope  of  showing 
something  of  every  kind  of  size,  material,  and  style. 

*  C.  R.  S.  It  A.  W.  P. 
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1. — ^Tntroduction. 

The  use  of  buckles  is  very  ancient,  as  tLey  were  known 
under  the  general  name  of  fibulae  in  ancient  Borne.  Examples 
have  been  found  in  Pompeii ;  and  they  are  mentioned  in  the 
Apocryphal  books  of  Scripture*  as  tokens  of  honour.  Even  in 
our  own  country,  they  can  be  traced  from  an  early  period  of  our 
history,  as  a  simple  and  natural  fastening,  which  must  have 
suggested  itself  to  very  primitive  people.  In  Anglo-Saxon  and 
more  recent  times,  they  answered,  to  a  large  extent,  the  purpose 
which  is  now  served  by  buttons ;  but,  in  our  own  day,  there 
is  a  strong  tendency  to  get  rid  of  them  altogether  as  an  essen- 
tial of  dress.  The  silver  buckles  which  adorned  the  shoes 
of  our  grandsires  have  disappeared ;  the  more  common  use  of 
trousers  has  also  removed  them  from  the  knees.  The  em- 
ployment of  elastic  bands  has  superseded  them  as  adaptations 
in  the  width  of  the  waistcoat ;  they  are  rarely  used  on  the 
cravat  or  stock ;  and  perhaps  the  only  buckle  that  could  be 
found  in  the  dress  of  a  modem  gentleman,  is  that  which  he 
wears  unconsciously  in  his  hat-band,  or  possibly  there  may 
be  one  on  each  of  his  braces. 

Buckles  are  formed  of  almost  all,  if  not  quite  of  all,  the 
metals  known  to  our  ancestors.  They  are  of  copper,  latten, 
brass,  bix)nze,  iron,  silver,  and  even  of  lead  and  pewter.  More 
rarely  they  are  of  gold.  Copper  shoe-buckles  are  mentioned 
by  Kemp  in  his  Nine  Dates  Wonder;  and  about  1500,  buckles 
of  latten  were  common,  fifty-nine  of  which  cost  fourpence 


*  King  Alexander  bononred  Jona^ 
than  jet  more,  and  sent  him  a  bnckle 
of  gold,  as  the  nse  is,  to  be  given  to 
such  as  are  of  the  king*s  blood. — 1 
Maccab.  x.  89.  He  gave  him  leave 
to  drink  in  gold,  and  to  be  clothed  in 
purple,  and  to  wear  a  golden  buckle. 


— ^xi  58.  In  Lajard's  Monuments 
of  Nineveh,  buckles  are  represented; 
as  on  the  Eunuch's  belt,  PI.  xvii. ;  on 
the  belts  round  the  winged  griffins, 
PI.  xliii.;  and  on  PI.  xi.^  Second 
series. 
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each.  Buckles  of  brass  have  been  found  with  Anglo-Saxon 
remains  in  Northamptonshire,  in  the  graves  of  Kent,  and  in 
many  other  places ;  and,  at  Barrow  Furlong  they  accompanied 
the  remains  of  a  Saxon  horse.  ♦  Buckles  of  gold  and  silver 
were  of  course  rare,  and  were  used  only  by  the  rich.  There 
are  none  of  the  former  material  in  this  collection.  Silver 
buckles  are  mentioned  in  the  expenses  of  the  wardrobe  of 
Edward  III. ;  f  also  buckles  of  silver  gilt, 
eociiij.  x\j  boacles  arg*. 
Ixij  boacles  arg'  deaur*. 

Those  of  iron  were  usually  large 
and  strong,  and  evidently  adapted 
for  a  coarse  kind  of  work.  They 
are  comparatively  rare  among 
objects  of  great  antic[uity;  and, 
when  found,  are  usually  corroded 
more  or  less.  The  accompanying 
examples  firom  Kent  show  the 
appearance  which  they  frequently 

exhibit.  ^^^   ftomaWuiiot'fOnTe. 

Buckles  of  brass  or  bronze  are  much  more 
[numerous;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  they  were  so  at  the  time  when  they 
were  worn,  and  without  reference  to  corro- 
sion. TJxe  following  Examples  from  the 
8<nia»>in«  Buckle.  Sa^on  gravcs  of  Gilton-town,  in  Kent,  show 
how  well  they  still  preserve  their 
regularity  of  outline.  The  acm 
in  the  larger  is  fiddle-shaped,  and 
in  the  smaller  it  is  ornamented  | 
by  a  knob.  In  a  few  instai^ces  we  find  them 
of  mixed  metcds,  as  of  iron  and  brass  jointly. 
For  example,  an  elegant  little  square  specimen    ^^^ outontomi. 


BnvH^GIlkin'tvwii. 


♦  Arcbieol,  XXXin.  330. 


t  ArehaeoL,  XXXI.  34,  35. 
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from  Kingston 
frame  of  iron 
of  brass :  and 

B  Ironjoeitf  and  ■lunk 

**~*'  buckle,  with  a 

tachment,  has  the  frame  of  iron 
and  attachment  of  brass. 


BoeUel 


Dcfwn  has  the 
.  and  the  acus 
a  very  small 
shank  or  at- 
and   the   acus 


2. — Buckles  with  Shanks  or  Attachments. 

The  characteristic  of  a  modem  buckle  is,  that  the  strap, 
passing  round  the  hinder  bar,  is  stitched  upon  itself.  Thus, 
leather  works  upon  metal ;  and,  as  the  greatest  strain  occurs 
at  the  doubling  of  the  leather,  it  generally  gives  way  at  that 
place.  Formerly,  however,  the  buckle  was  often  compound  in 
its  structure.  A  plate  of  metal,  supposed  to  be  much  stronger 
than  leather,  passed  round  the  hinder  bar  of  the  buckle,  and 
between  its  two  folds  the  end  of  the  strap  was  inserted.  The 
whole  was  made  fast  by  rivets  passing  through  the  two  folds 
of  metal  and  one  of  leather.  These  were  usually  from  two 
to  five  in  number,  but  not  uufrequently  a  single  one  sufficed. 
Tliis  metallic  strap,  in  connection  with  the  leather,  is  some- 
times called  a  "shank,"  and  by  Douglas,  in  the  Nenia 
Britannica,  a  "tail,"  but  is  here  denoted  by  the  word 
"attachment."  In  the  Anglo-Saxon  buckles  discovered  in 
ancient  graves,  buckles  with  attachments  are  very  numerous ; 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  woodcuts  and  plates  of  the  Inventorium 
Sepulchrale.*  Numerous  beautiful  examples  may  also  be 
found  among  monumental  brasses.  The  Trumpington  brass, 
1289,  exhibits  a  beautiful  example  of  the  attachment  in  the 
guige  which  supports  the  shield ;  and  the  sword-belt  of  Fitz- 
ralph,  in  Pebmarsh  Church,  Essex,  has  a  large  metallic 
attachment  at  the  buckle,  distinct  from  but  moving  on  it 

The  following  are  some  examples  of  this  class,  presenting 
great  variety  in  size,  form,  material,  and  ornamentation : — 

*  See  also  Transactions  of  the  Soc,  I  viii. 
Ant.  Zurich,  for  1846-47,  VI  vii.  and  I 
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(1.)  Among  the  smaller  one*  is 
an  iron  buckle  with  a  brass  shank 
from  Beakesbouane,  in  the  attacb- 
meut  of  which  only  a  single  rivet 
has  been  employei    Another,  all 

^  Kingston  Down,  ^jj^gg^    fpQ^     KingSttMl    DoWn,  has    lHm,B««ke«lKwnw. 

been  attached  by  two  rivets ;  and  a  third, 
a  little  longer,  from  the  same  place,  has 
been  attached  by  three,  of  whieh  two  still 
remain.  One  nar- 
rower than  any  of 
these,  and  suitable 


Bin  I* 


3 


Brass,  Kingston  Down. 


Nanow  Boekle  and  Shank. 


only  for  a  very  small  strap,  has  been  fastened  by  three  rivets. 


Iron,  Beakegbonme. 
Iron,  Kingston  Down. 

(2.)  Two  iron  ones,  from  Kingston  Down  and  Beakesboume 

respectively,  exhibit  the  taper- 
ing and  the  waved  shank.   The 

former  is  fastened  by  two  rivets, 

and  the  latter  by  threa  A  third 

one,  from  Barfriston  Down,  is 

very  peculiar,  for  it  appears  to 

have  something  like  the  acus  of 

a  much  larger  buckle  adheiing 

to  it  through  its  whole  length. 

A    fourth    iron  buckle    from         iron,Bar«8ton. 

Beakesboume,  presents  no  feature  of  interest  ex- 
\  cept  the  disproportionate  length  of  its  attachment. 
j      (3.)  In  some  instances,  the  attachment  or  shank 

not  only  tapered,  but  had  two  projections  oppo- 
ixon.BMkMboiima.site  to  the  rivcts.  With  one  at  each  side,  near  the 
top,  like  eyes,  and  one  at  the  bottom  like  a  nose,  such  a 
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buckle  bore  a  certain  amount  of  resemblance  to  a  horse's- 
head.  It  has,  therefore,  been  denominated  the  horse-head 
pattern.  In  examples  of  this  kind  the  rivets  have  their 
heads  enlarged  and  ornamented,  but  not  invariably  so; 
and  some  of  the  more  interesting  specimens  are  extremely 
curious  and  beautifuL  There  are  others,  not  differing  from 
the  ordinary  sizes,  which  may  be  regarded  as  approximations 
to  the  horse-head  type.*  The  accompanying  specimens,  both 
of  brass,  and  both  from?  Kent,  may  serve  as  illustrations :—  , 


Vftpering  Shank.  PtoJecUons  at  riveWiolcfc 

(4)    Sometimes  the  ornamentation  is 

peculiar,  as    by  piercing,     stamping, 

engraving,    super-  position,  &c.    A  beauti- 

ful example  from  Sibertswold    is    pierced 

with  two  crosses  Bone  head  Bnckie.  aud  four  shields,  one  pair 
of  the  latter  being  between  the  crosses  and  addorsed,  and  the 
other  pair  beixig  at  the  bottom  and  inverted.    It  is  also  covered 


Solid  pieoe,  plereed. 


Piexeed  thank. 


•  Buckles  of  this  kind  are  rare  in 
Englandf  but  are  common  in  Frank- 
ish  graTes.    They  are  generally  cop- 


per, or  iron  elaborately  damascened. 
Mr.  Roach  Smith,  in  Inv,  Sep,  63  n. 
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irregularly  witli  the  well-known  circumference  and  centre,  or 
circle  and  dot,  irregularly  placed  within  a  border.  It  was 
evidently  intended  to  be  laid  down  upon  a  strap,  because  both 
buckle  and  attachment  are  in  one  continuous  piece.  A  less 
imposing  brass  buckle,  with  two  rivet-holes,  is  pierced  by  two 
rectangular  openings  along  the  length  of  the  shank,  above  the 
rivets.  It  has  also  on  the  buckle  the  frequently  occurring 
ornament  of  three  cross  lines. 

Another,  in  which  bcickle  and  attachment 
appear  to  be  of  one  piece,  is  from  Barfriston 
Down.  The  attachment  is  divided  into  five 
compartments  by  sets  of  two  parallel  cross 
lines,  and  in  each  one  there  are  four  circles 
and  centres.  But  in  the  compartment  at  the 
extremity  of  the  attachment  or  shank,  there  are 
six  such  circles,  three  and  three,  some  of  which 
are  separated  by  two  little  isosceles  triangles 
pierced  out  The  whole  is  within  a  border, 
and  the  buckle  is  ornamented  with  lines  and 
dots.  One  from  the  Isle  of  Wight,  which  is  in 
Boaandonuuntated.  ^^^  jespccts  plain,  appears  to  have  two  little 
plates  superimposed.  Small  pieces  of  metal  of  this  size  and 
form  are  of  frequent  occurrence ;  and  from  the  fact  that  they 
contain  rivet-holes,  as  weE 
as  from  the  connection  in 
which  they  were  found,  it  has 
been  supposed  that  they 
were  riveted  to  the  leather 
of  the  belt  as  imiform  orna- 
ments. ^'O"*  CheMell»  Me  of  Wight. 

(5.)  Occasionally  the  metallic  sha;nk  was  fastened  to  metal, 
as  on  a  breast-plate  and  back-piece ;  in  which  case  a  strap 
with  holes  at  both  ends,  but  without  any  metal,  served  to 
connect  them.  The  accompanying  buckle,  which  is  beauti- 
fully ornamented,  appears  to  have  been  employed  in  this 
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wky.  Another,  wliiclr  cantoot  haVe  been 
employed  in  that  way,  is  placed  beside 
it  for  a  comparison  of  c 
the- ornaments:     It  is  : 
brass,  and  is  distin-  ; 
i    guished  by  six  double  • 

circles:    It  Was  found  „^  ^^,^  „  ^  , 

Shank  with  douhle  drdea. 

^""^JSSSeSV^r^Ji.^^     in  a  woman's  grave. 

(6.)  In  numerous  instiances,  the  strap  of  metal  within 
which  the  leather  was  inserted,  has  broken  in  the  middle,  or 
where  the  greatest  strain  was  on  the  cross-bar ;  and  thus  we 
often  find  the  attachment  or  shank  apart  from  the  buckle,  or 
perhaps  one  side  of  it  only.  The  annexed  specimen  shows 
what  is  here  meant;  and  objects  of  this  | 
kind  are  so  numerous  that  they  have  been 
separately  classified.  This  example  may  be  | 
compared  with  figs.  11  and  16,  Plate  VIL 

Of  the  "  buckles  with  attachments  "  there  Attachment  oniy. 
are  101  perfect  specimens*  in  this  collection ;  viz.,  forty-six 
belonging  to  Mr.  Mayer,  thirty-two  to  myself,  and  twenty- 
three  to  Mr.  Smith.  Of  these  again,  ninety-four  (or  more 
than  nine-tenths)  are  brass>  and  seven  lead.  Of  the  mere 
shanks  or  attachments  there  are  thirty-seven;  viz.,  ten  in 
Mr.  Mayer's  collection,  nine  in  iPr.  Smith's,  and  eighteen  in 
my  own.  Of  these  again,  thirty-six  are  brass,  and  only  one 
lead. 

Plate  VII.  exhibits  a  select  and  representative  set  of 
sixteen  objects,  out  of  these  138.  The  following  are  a  few 
details  respecting  them  : — 

The  first  four  examples  shew  the  method  of  fastening  by 
attachments.  They  are  all  of  brass.  Fig.  1  still  contains  the 
five  rivets  by  which  it  was  originally  fastened ;  it  is  coarse 
and  strong.  Fig.  2  exhibits  more  elegance,  and,  as  in  the 
former  case,  the  tongue  falls  on  a  runner,  while  the  shank  or 
attachment  is  decorated  with  faint  dotted   lines.      Fig.  3 
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appears  to  have  had  but  one  rivet.  Fig.  4  is  peculiar  in  its 
construction.  The  attachment  or  shank,  instead  of  bein*^ 
double,  had  a  square  border  of  metal  which  fell  upon  the 
leather,  the  rivets  passing  through  the  four  comers.  A  fifth 
rivet  passed  through  the  centre.  A  complete  rim  also  exists 
in  the  collection,  which  lias  formed  part  of  another  such  buckle. 

Figs.  11,  12,  and  16,  are  portions  of  shanks  or  attachments, 
one  side  of  the  metal  only  remaining.  They  also  are  all  of 
brass.  Fig.  11  is  rudely  ornamented  with  a  St.  Andrews 
cross  stamped  from  within,  and  there  are  places  for  four 
rivets.  Fig.  12  slightly  resembles  the  "  horse-head  "  pattern, 
and  is  curiously  ornamented.  It  is  undoubtedly  old.  Fig.  16 
is  ornamented  with  a  dotted  border  and  indented  lines,  forming 
spaces  like  equi-angular  triangles.  Fig.  10  probably  represents 
a  similar  portion  of  an  attachment,  the  projections  for  the 
tongue  having  been  broken  off.  It  is  ornamented  at  its  end 
with  a  sort  of  herring-bone  pattem. 

In  some  instances  the  buckle  and  shank  were  one  solid  piece, 
and  the  latter  appears  to  have  been  laid  down  upon  the  strap 
and  riveted  to  it,  or  else  inserted  between  two  folds  of  leather. 
Figs.  5  and  6,  from  their  ornamented  character,  must  ha\  i»- 
been  laid  upon  the  strap;  but  fig.  8,  which  is  thinner  and 
plainer,  was  probably  inserted  between  folds  of  leather.  An 
example  precisely  similar  to  figs.  5  and  6  was  found  at  Gilton- 
town,  in  Kent* 

A  curious  kind  of  shank,  of  the  same  piece  with  the 
buckle,  is  exhibited  in  figs.  7  and  9,  which  are  forked  at 
the  end;  and  the  tags,  or  pendants  of  straps,  were  occasionally 
forked  in  like  manner.  It  may  be  observed  as  a  general  rule, 
that  the  pendant,  the  buckle,  and  the  ornamental  studs  on 
the  leather,  harmonized  in  character,  and  the  three  are  figured 
by  the  Abb^  Cochet,  exhibiting  uniformity  in  design ;  but  the 
rule  Ivas  not  without  exceptions.  The  object  represented, 
fig.  7,  is  Eomano-British. 

♦  Inv.  Sep.,  p.  29 ;  and  Plate  s,  tig.  4. 
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Figs.  13,  14,  and  15,  are  buckles  of  lead,  the  shank  in 
each  case  being  of  a  piece  with  the  buckle,  and  foiming  a 
sort  of  case  into  which  the  leather  was  inserted  It  could 
not  have  withstood  a  heavy  strain. 

All  the  sixteen  objects  engraved  on  Plate  VII.  are  brass,  or 
some  other  alloy  of  copper,  except  13,  14,  and  15,  which  are 
lead.  Figs.  1,  4,  5,  6,  9,  and  12,  represent  objects  in  Mr. 
Mayer's  collection;  figs.  3,  7,  8,  11,  13,  14,  15,  and  16,  others 
in  my  own ;  10  is  Mr.  Smith's ;  and  2  Mrs.  LongueviUe'^. 

3. — ^Buckles  Generally. — Plate  VIII. 

In  the  illustrations  to  which  attention  has  already  been 
drawn,  thirty-five  examples  have  been  shewn  on  the  plate  or  in 
the  woodcuts;  but  the  following  remarks  may  also  be  made : — 

In  the  time  of  Edward  III.,  we  find  a  circular  buckle 
fastening  the  belt,  and  a  corresponding  one  on  the  gypciere, 
or  pouch ;  and  square  and  rectangular  ones  are  also  common. 
On  a  shoulder-belt,  near  the  end  of  a  strap,  A.D.  1361,*  we 
see  the  top  of  a  buckle,  of  which  fig.  14,  Plate  VIIL,  is  an 
exact  resemblance.  A  very  curious  buckle  is  figured  by 
Worsaae,t  which  appears  to  be  metal  fastening  metal  (not 
leather).  A  small  metallic  s^vivel  on  one  part  covers  the 
tongue,  and  hooks  imdemeath  the  semicircular  part  of  the 
buckle,  which  belongs  to  the  other  part  In  the  Cotman 
brasses,}  a  curious  one  is  represented  as  fastening  a  shoe, 
resembling  a  hook  through  a  ring.  The  heraldic  buckle,  as 
preserved  on  the  armorial  bearings  of  various  English  families,  § 
is  very  varied  in  shape ;  but  the  varieties  are  so  great  that 
any  thing  more  than  an  indication  of  them  would  be  out  of 
place.  In  some  examples  of  the  horse-head  buckle,  the 
buckle  proper  was  attached  to  the  horse-head  portion;  in 
others  they  are  separate,  the  latter  serving  merely  as  a  leather 
ornament     Several  beautiful  examples  are  engraved  in  the 


♦  WaUer's  Brasses,  John  Corpe. 

t  Afbildninger,  p.  67. 

X  Robert  Attelathe,  Lynn,  Norfolk, 


1376. 

§  Gwillim,  p.  348;  Gloss  of  Her. 
sub  voce. 
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Inventorium  SeptUchrale*  and  other  works.+  In  the  example 
given  in  La  Normandie  Sowterraine,  Plate  xv.,  fig.  5,  the 
buckle,  the  acus,  and  the  horse-head,  appear  to  consist  of 
three  separate  pieces.  The  following  three  specimens  are  all 
varieties  of  the  oval  or  elliptical 
buckle ;  they  are  all  from  the  graves 
of  Gilton-town,  in  Kent  In  the  first, 
which  is  large,  the  acus  extends  far 
over  the  frame  of  the  buckle ;  in  the 
second,  the  acus  is  fiddle-shaped  at  the 
junction.  These  are  both  of  brass. 
OT.iB«*to,No.L  The  third  wants  the  acus,  and  is  of 

white  metal. 


Oral  Buckle,  No.  S. 


Oral  Buckle,  No.  & 


On  the  brass  of  Eichard  Kniveton 
of  Muggington  Church,  Derbyshire, 
is  a  very  peculiar  one ;  it  is  totally 
unlike  any  in  our  Cheshire  collec* 
tion.  The  acuSy  or 
tongue,  seems  to  be 
of  one  piece  with  the 
buckle ;  and  there  is 
an  opening  in  the 
latter,  at  the  point 
of  the  a/yu^y  appa- 
ih«Pdh«nB«*k.  rently  for  the  inser- 

tion of  a  soft  belt.    The  Pelham  buckle  is  well  known  in  the 


Fiuiii  Vi 


♦   Plates  viii.,    ix^   and   pp.  28, 1      t    I^a    Normandie    Souterraine, 
29.  I  Plates  xi.  and  xv. 
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south  of  England,  especially  iu  the  east  part  ,of  Sussex.     The 
form  of  it  is  shown  here. 

Of  separate  buckles,  such  as  are  represented  on  Plate  VIII., 
there  are  151  whole,  and  97  fragments ;  248  in  all.  Analysed 
according  to  their  material,  two  are  silver  (both  fragments 
only),  229  are  brass  (139  being  whole),  13  are  iron  (eight  being 
whole),  and  four  lead.  As  regards  ownership,  73,  whole  and 
fragmentary,  are  in  Mr.  Mayer's  collection,  53  in  Mr.  Smith's, 
and  122  in  my  owxi. 

The  forms  given  here  exhibit  only  a  v«ry  few  varieties  of 
those  in  the  collection.  Jhere  are  probably  not  fewer  than 
ninety  distinct  forms ;  indeed  it  is  ^iifficult  to  say  that  any 
two  are  identical.  Some  of  these  on  Plate  VIII.  may  have 
had  shanks  attached  to  them ;  but,  if  so,  these  have  perished. 
With  the  exception  of  15  and  16  they  are  of  brass,  and  of  full 
size.  From  the  delicacy  of  the  ocas  in  fig.  1,  it  would  appear 
as  if  it  had  been  used  in  connection  with  cloth  rather  than 
leather ;  for  it  is  a  pin  rather  than  a  tongue.  Fig.  2  may  be 
contrasted  with  fig.  10 ;  each  is  elliptical,  but  the  former  has 
its  longer  axis  in  the  direction  of  its  breadth,  the  latter  in  the 
direction  of  its  length.  Each  hets  two  projections  like  small 
bonis ;  but  in  the  former  these  are  at  the  extremities  of  the 
l)ar  to  which  the  aciis  is  attached,  and,  in  the  latter,  at  the 
extremity  of  that  pn  which  it  falls.  Fig.  3  has  a  groove  for 
the  acus  to  drop  into ;  and  is  ornamented  with  dragons'  heads. 
A  somewhat  similar  bronze  buckle,  with  the  dragons'  heads  in 
bold  relief,  holding  the  hinder  bar,  was  found  at  Long  Witten- 
ham,  Berks.*  The  others,  in  general,  require  no  explanation, 
except  to  say  thajb  fig.  5,  though  peculiar  in  form,  is  still  simi- 
lar to  others  of  frequent  occurrence.  An  unnecessary  quan- 
tity of  metal  appears  to  be  employed,  and  it  is  drawn  out  into 
a  fantastic  form.  It  is  undoubtedly  of  an  early  date,t  and 
may  be  Saxon.^    Fig.  9  exhibits  traces  of  a  runner  between 

•  ArchuBol.,  XXXVin.,  333.  I      J  C,  R.  S, 

t  A.  W.  F,  I 
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the  collars.  In  the  iron  buckles,  15  and  16,  the  tongue  is 
fastened  by  rust,  and  in  the  former  it  appears  to  have  found 
its  way  to  the  wrong  side. 

Of  the  examples  engraved  on  Plate  VIII.,  all  are  brass, 
except  15  and  16,  which  are  iron.  Figs.  2,  4,  5,  10,  15,  and 
16,  represent  objects  in  Mr.  Mayer's  collection,  and  are  all 
declared  to  be  mediaeval.*  Figs.  12,  and  8,  represent  others  in 
Mr.  Smith's ;  3,  one  in  Mrs.  Longueville's ;  and  1,  6,  7,  9,  1 1 , 
13, 14,  others  in  my  own.  It  is  said  of  all  those  on  this  plate 
tliat  some  are  Saxon,  and  one  or  two  perhaps  Roman;  but 
that  the  majority  range  from  the  thirteenth  to  the  fifteenth 
century. 

4. — ^Double  Buckles. 

These  constitute  only  another  variety ;  and  their  character 
may  be  seen  from  the  first  six  examples  on  Plate  IX.  Fig.  1 
is  lai*ge  and  strong,  though  elegant  in  fonn ;  and,  as  in  nume- 
rous other  cases,  the  outer  rim  is  stronger  than  the  cross-bar  on 
which  the  acus  worked.  It  is  of  a  twisted  or  rope  pattern, 
and  may  possibly  have  served  as  a  species  of  clasp.  Fig.  2  is 
a  fragment ;  but  when  perfect  it  has  been  very  elegant,  with 
floreated  extremities  at  tiie  cross-bar,  and  at  the  sides  of  the 
knob  on  which  the  acies  falls.  Fig.  3  is  crown-shaped,  with 
shoulders  on  the  cross-bar  to  retain  the  acus  in  its  place ;  but 
it  is  not  a  double  buckle  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  as 
the  two  sides  are  not  symmetrical  The  end  of  the  strap 
passed  through  the  upper  opening,  and  was  pierced  by  the 
acus ;  after  which  it  could  be  passed  through  the  lower  open- 
ing, and  lie  under  the  end  of  the  strap  which  was  attached  to 
the  buckle.  Fig.  4  is  not  merely  a  double  buckle,  but  one 
with  a  shank ;  and,  like  all  the  others  in  that  row,  it  is  nar- 
rower at  the  position  of  the  crOss-bar  than  either  above  or 
below.  It  bears  a  rude  resemblance  to  the  figure  8,  and  is 
almost  identical  in  form  with  that  which  appears  on  the  plain 
belt  of  Thomas  de  Greye,  1562,  given  among  the  Norfolk 

♦  C.  K.  S. 
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brasses.  In  that  case,  however,  the  buckle  has  two  pronga 
Fig.  5  is  a  further  example  of  a  double  buckle  with  an  attach- 
ment ;  and  it  is  not  imlikely  that  fig.  2  may  have  had  one 
also.  But  in  this  case  the  leather  strap  appears  to  have  been 
much  narrower  than  the  buckle,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
attachment,  while  in  fig.  4  it  was  broader.  Fig.  6  is  an  irre- 
gular ellipse ;  the  cross-bar  remains,  but  the  acus  is  gone. 
Fig.  7,  like  fig.  S,  is  a  double  buckle  in  appearance  only.  The 
acus  fell  merely  on  one  side,  and  the  lower  opening  admitted 
of  the  insertion  of  the  opposite  end  of  the  leather.  There  are 
two  flanges  raised  up ;  and  the  acm,  in  the  shape  of  a  T  or  St 
Anthony's  cross,  plays  within  thesa  Fig.  8  is  not  a  buckle, 
and  is  engraved  here  by  mistake.  It  is  a  sort  of  connecting 
IjnV  between  the  buckle  and  the  clasp.  One  end  of  the 
leather  was  inserted  in  the  narrow  rectangular  space,  and 
made  fast  round  the  bar,  which  is  broken  in  the  original.  The 
remaining  space  was  open  for  the  insertion  of  a  metallic 
attachment  on  the  other  end  of  the  strap. 

Objects  of  this  class  are  not  numerous,  amounting  to  only 
sixteen  in  aU.  Fifteen  are  of  brass ;  and  eleven,  including  the 
only  lead  one,  belong  to  Mr.  SmitL  Of  those  engraved,  figs. 
1,  2,  4,  5,  7,  are  from  Mr.  Smith's  collection ;  6,  from  Mr. 
Mayer's ;  ,S  and  8,  from  my  own. 

5. — General  Kbmarks. 

As  this  subject  is  relatively  so  large,  a  few  general  remarks 
may  not  be  out  of  place. 

Shoe-buckles  are  mentioned  so  early  as  the  time  of  Kers 
Plowman,  who,  speaking  of  the  improved  comfort  of  friars, 

says  :— 

Now  have  they  buckled  shoes^ 
Lest  they  hart  their  heels, 
And  hose  in  hard  weather 
Fastened  at  the  ancle. 

These  gave  place  in  time  to  other  modes  of  fastening  shoes ; 
but  they  were  re-introduced  about  the  time  of  William  and 
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Mary,  and  maintained  their  place  till  the  end  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. They  are  mentioned  as  being  used  upon  the  boots  by 
John  de  Garlande,  thirteenth  century,  who  introduces  the 
Latin  term  Pluscula,  and  interprets  *  it  by  the  old  English 
"  bogylL"  He  adds — '*  Pluscularii  (bogelers)  sunt  divites  per 
plusculas  (bogyls)  suas,  et  lingidas,  et  mordacula,  per  limas,  et 
loralia  (brydels)  equina." 

They  were  also  employed  for  fastening  the  garters  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  III. ;  and  the  buckle  still  preserved  upon  the 
badge  of  the  Knights  of  the  Gurter,  is  a  relic  of  the  practice. 
Latimer  tells  us  in  one  of  his  sermons,*]'  "  My  father  was  able, 
and  did  find  the  king  a  harness,  with  himself  and  his  horse, 
while  he  came  to  the  place  that  he  should  receive  the  king's 
wages.  I  can  remember  that  I  buckled  his  harness  when  he 
went  to  Blackheath  field." 

Buckles  large  and  small  were  u3ed  oh  various  parts  of  the 
armour ;  and  in  "  Some  Passages  in  the  Life  of  a  Herefordshire 
Lady  during  the  Civil  War,"  J  a  payment  is  recorded  as  made 
in  1639:— 

"  To  Mr.  Brian  Newton,  for  putting  buckles  on  the  tasses  of  tho 
armour  of  Brad&rd." 

Among  the  remains  of  men  and  horses,  buckles  are  found 
in  the  position  which  they  occupied  on  the  dress  or  equip- 
ment. For  example,  at  Filkins§  in  Oxfordshire,  a  large  iron 
buckle  was  found  at  a  woman's  waist ;  and  there  are  nume- 
rous such  examples  in  the  diggings  of  Faussett,  Mr.  Akennan, 
and  others.  II  Among  early  Saxon  remains  at  Barrow  Furlong, 
the  iron  bit  and  a  buckle  were  found  lying  by  the  jaws  of 
a  horsa  The  buckles  on  the  girdles  of  knights  were  not  only 
numerous,  but  sometimes  very  splendid.^     They  ^are  still 


♦  Mayer's  Vocab.  p.  128. 
t  Sermon  V.;    On  the  Duty  of 
Kings. 
t  Archsologia,  XXiVlL,  204. 

$  Ibid.,  xxxvn.,  142. 


II  Ibid.,  XXXm.,  830. 

^  I  have  alladed  to  the  subject  in 
some  detail,  in  the  Transactions  of 
the  Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire,  A'ol.  XIV.,  p.  150,  &c. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


104  PART   II. — THE   OBJFXTS. 

occasionally  found  along  with  swords,  and  somewhere  near 
the  waist. 

Buckles  were  found  in  connection  with  the  remains  of  a 
British  charioteer,  in  a  tumulus  on  tlie  wolds  of  Yorkshire.* 
These  were  five  in  number.  The  tongues  of  some  of  them 
still  remain,  and  tliey  undoubtedly  belonged  to  the  harness. 
In  the  treatise  of  Walter  de  Bibleswoith,  thirteenth  centuiy, 
they   are  mentioned   among  the  things   necessary  for  the 

chariot.f 

Les  cous  de  cliivaus  portunt  effteles, 
Coleres  de  quyr  et  bourle  boceles. 

On  the  fly-leaf  of  the  Book  of  Ballymote,  1394,  Noah  is 
represented  with  a  buckle  on  his  belt  ;t  and  a  description  of 
Donough  ^lacnamai-a,  1459,  represents  him  as  putting  on  "a 
saffron-coloured  belt  of  war,  embellished  with  clasps  and 
buckles."§  In  the  collection  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  there 
are  on  one  tray  fifty  bronze  buckles,  single  and  double,  of 
different  patterns,  but  none  of  much  antiquity.  Tliey  vary  in 
size  from  half  an  inch  to  seven-eighths,  and  were  evidently 
])ersonal  in  some  cases,  though  in  others  possibly  used  iu 
harness.  |1  In  another  part  of  the  collection  are  twenty-seven 
buckles,  seveml  of  which  are  attached  to  bronze  straps;  and 
large  bel^  buckles,  f  In  an  old  print  of  the  Black  Prince,  the 
waist-belt  and  shoulder-belt  have  double  buckles  ;  and  in  one 
of  James,  10th  Earl  of  Derby,  double  buckles. 

In  the  Shxitthiaorth  Accounts  there  are  various  notices  of 
buckles,  showing  their  price  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
centuiy ;  and  on  two  occasions  buckles  for  harness  are 
named.** 


*  Proceedings  of  the  Archaeological 
Institute  at  York ;  and  Worsaae's 
Primitive  Antiquities,  101. 

t  Mayer's  Vocabularies,  p.  168. 

X  Wilde's  Catalogue,  3(M. 

§  lb.  320,  n. 

11  lb.  596. 


♦♦  The  Saddler  of  Whaleye,  for 
headstaU  and  reininge  for  two  newe 
bridles,  and  all  new  furniture  belong- 
ing to  the  same,  xiij*  iiij** ;  for  seavcn 
newe  tagges  which  was  sett  to  my 
Mr.  Saddles,  x*  ;  nails,  viij'* ;  buckles, 
v* ;    for  garthe-webb  to  be    scaven 


^  lb.  533.  I  garthes,  xvj**. — ^p.  105  ;  see  also  475. 
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Tlie  buckle-maker  followed  a  separate  and  distinct  trade, 
which  is  noticed  in  several  of  the  medisBval  treatises.  Besides 
the  name  Pluscvlariiis,  we  also  find  in  the  glossaries  ''Hie 
Capellariiis,  a  bokyl-maker."  * 

Some  of  the  ornamental  bnckles  on  belts,  especially  those 
of  ladies,  were  four  or  five  inches  long,  and  gilt.  A  very 
elegant  example  was  found  on  the  body  of  Edward  I.,  when 
it  was  exposed  in  Westminster  Abbey,  in  1774.  It  was 
decorated  with  imitation  gems  and  pearls.f  A  similar  large 
one  is  found  on  a  brass  in  St.  Stephen's  Church,  Norwich, 
where,  contrary  to  custom,  the  acus  passes  through  the  belt 


Maud,  wife  of  Thomaa  Blackwall,  Blackwall  Bnw,  Wlrknrc  rth 

WMtworth  Ctavreb,  168&  Ctanreh. 

instead  of  under  or  over  it,  as  in  the  examples  shown  here, 
lioman  bronze  buckles  have  been  found  by  Mr.  Smith  at 
Kichborough;  J  and  buckles  have  also  been  found  in  Prankish 
graves,  g  numerous  and  different  in  fonn.  Owing  to  the 
changes  of  time,  however,  the  ancient  trade  of  PlxisculaTius 
lias  disappeared,  or  has  become  merged  in  the  more  general 
manufacture   of  hardware;   and  the  more  frequent  use  of 

♦  iVbmtna/e,  Mayer's  Vocabularies,        %  Antiquities  of    Richborough,  p. 
212.  '  88. 

t  Plancbe,  p.  131.  §  Archaologia,  XXXVII.  104. 
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machinery,  as  well  as  the  tendency  to  localize  productions 
of  a  certain  kind,  has  withdrawn  from  our  view  that  which 
was  formerly  a  prominent  and  interesting  department  of  the 
arts. 


v.— HASPS  OR  CLASPS.— Plates  IX.  <feX. 

1. — General  Remarks. 

The  hasp,  or  "  clasp/'  as  it  was  more  usually  called,  was 
almost  indispensable  in  the  dress  and  decorations  of  the  middle 
ages.  The  variety  of  forms  which  it  can  assume  may  be,  seen 
almost  any  day  in  the  dresses  of  the  children  of  a  village 
school;  and,  from  what  follows,  it  will  be  seen  that  such 
objects  were  also  very  varied  in  the  olden  time. 

The  remains  of  a  clasp  were  found  at  Mentmore  in  Bucks, 
by  Mr.  Ouvry,*  and  clasps  were  found  in  large  numbers,  in 
1852,  in  tumuli  of  North  Germany  and  near  the  Elbcf  The 
morse  or  clasp  was  generally  of  rich  goldsmith's  work,  and 
the  patterns  were  numerous.  A  picture  of  one  is  given  by 
Mr.  Fairholt  in  his  Costume  in  England,  p.  566.  Sir  Walter 
Scott  represents  Prior  Aymer  as  wearing  one  of  these  clasps 
in  the  reign  of  King  John. 

In  defiance  of  conventual  rules,  and  the  edicts  of  popes  and  cooncUs, 
the  sleeveff  of  this  dignitary  were  lined  and  turned  up  with  rich  furs, 
and  his  mantle  secured  at  the  throat  with  a  golden  clasp.^/vaTiAoe  I., 
p.  19. 

In  Mr.  Boach  Smith's  Caiodogue  of  London  AntiquitiesX 
a  girdle  clasp  is  figured,  of  bronze  enamelled ;  the  red  and 
yellow  colours  being  stiU  partly  visibla  There  are  two  bars 
imdemeath  for  fastening  the  bdi  Among  the  articles  in  the 
Royal  Museum  at  Copenhagen,  is  a  girdle  clasp  inlaid  with 
niello.  §  Another  has  two  square  attachments  or  shanks,  with 
a  circular  disc-like  clasp  in  the  centre.  ||    There  is  a  front  fisice 


♦  Arch«olog.  XXXV.,  380. 
t  lb.  XXXVI.,  279. 
X  No.  301,  p.  65. 


§  Worsae  AfbUdninger,  p.  77. 
II  lb.,  p.  82. 
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on  the  clasp,  and  a  chess-board  pattern  on  the  attachments, 
surrounded  by  figures. 

In  the  paintings  which  represent  the  domestic  life  of  the 
Aztecs,  both  mother  and  daughter  have  a  square  clasp  at  the 
bosom  fastening  the  dress ;  *  and  something  of  the  same  kind 
is  noticeable  on  the  Assyrian  sculptures.  There  is  a  clasp  on 
the  belt  of  a  warrior,  the  leather  being  apparently  inserted  in 
the  metal ;  -f-  there  is  a  curious  clasp  on  the  girdle  of  the  king ;  J 
and,  again,  a  metallic  clasp  on  a  belt  is  unusually  plain.§ 

Dr.  Wilson,  in  his  Archoeology  arid  Prce-historic  Annals  of 
Scotland,  describes  and  figures  a  supposed  belt  clasp.  It  is  like 
a  link  of  a  chain,  of  black  shale,  and  was  found  in  the  Isle  of 
Skye.  Its  length  is  about *three  inches.  Mr.  Eoach  Smith  also 
notices  several  clasps  from  Stowe  Heath,  in  Suffolk  ;||  and 
in  Mr*  Fairholt's  Costume  in  England,  there  are  several  given.1f 
In  Meyrick  and  Skelton*s  Armour  a  tace  is  fastened  without  a 
buckle,**  and  in  several  places  are  represented  studs,  which 
pass  through  holes,  and  turn  round  so  as  to  stand  across,  f-f* 
This  mode  of  fastening  bears  some  resemblance  to  one  plan 
which  is  suggested  hereafter  from  the  objects  found  in 
Cheshire. 

The  following  are  a  few  examples  of  hasps  or  clasps  of 
unusual  interest  At  Wappenham,  a  lady  appears  with  two 
large  studs  in  front ;  J  J  they  form  a  clasp  as  in  modem  times. 
In  the  carved  statues  in  front  of  Bameck  Church,  Northamp- 
tonshire, there  is  one  with  a  distinct  clasp  on  the  front  of  a 
robe  with  jewelled  border.  The  date  is  supposed  to  be  temp. 
Henry  VI.  or  VII.  §§  In  an  ancient  mosaic,  discovered  at 
Seville  in  Spain,  a  Eoman  is  represented  as  leading  his  horse. 


*  Schoolcraft's  Archives  of  Abori- 
ginal Informatioii,  IV.,  441. 

t  Layard's  Illnstrations,  Plate  XTii. 

t  lb.,  PI.  xxui. 

§  lb.,  PL  XXXV. 

J  CoUectaoea  Antiqua,  Vol.  in. 

%  Costume  in  En^nd;  a  History 
of  Dress  from  the  earliest  period  till 


the  eighteen th  century,  pp.  273,  285, 
295. 

•*  Plate  viii. 

tt  Plates  xix.  xxvii. 

Xt  Hudson's  Monimieatal  Brasses 
of  Northamp.,  PI.  xv. 

§§  Carter's  Anct.  Sculpture  and 
Painting,  Vol.  I. 
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His  waist  is  encircled  by  a  succession  of  belts,  tliat  round  liis 
loins  being  secured  by  a  hasp  or  clasp,  and  decorated  with 
ornamental  studs. 

The  term  Firmacularvus,  applied-  to  the  maker  of  these 
clasps  or  hasps,  and  also  to  the  makers  of  buckle-brooches 
and  fermails.    John  de  Grarlande  says  :  * — 

Firmacularii  habent  antese  firmacula  parva  et  magna,  de  plumbo 
facta  et  de  stagno,  ferro,  cupro,  et  calibe;- habent  etiam-herea^  pulchra 
moDilia,  et  nolos  resonantea. 

2. — Classification  and  Detailed  Description. 

The  term  hasps  has  been  adopted  as  a  general  term  to 
indicate  a  variety  of  modes  of  fastening;  as,  for  example, 
where  neither  pin  nor  acics  of  buckle  is  employed.  It  must 
not  be  supposed,  therefore,  tliat  Uie  objects  are  all  of  one 
character ;  on  the  contrary  they  are  very  varied,  and  admit  of 
subdivision  into  several  classes.  Omitting  the  first  eight 
objects  engraved  on  Plate  IX.,  and  which  have  already  been 
noticed  under  the  head  of  Double  Buckles,  the  whole  of  the 
types  may  be  seen  in  tlie  fifteen  other  objects  on  Plate  IX., 
and  the  twenty-one  on  Plate  X.  For  the  sake  of  order  we 
shall  treat  of  them  in  groups. 

(1.)  The  three  which  are  indicated  by  the  num- 
bers 9,  10,  and  11,  Plate  IX;,  all  possess  shanks  or 
attachments ;  so  that  they  admit  of  being  fastened 
to  cloth  or  leather.  It  is  obvious  that  they  were 
intended  for  light  work,  as  they  are  incapable  of 
sustaining  a  great  strain;  but  any  of  them  would 
serve  admirably  for  the  suspension  of  a  light  object 
round  the  neck,  say  the  bugle-horn,  dagger,  or 
wood-knife.  Their  characteristic  is,  however,  that 
each  has  a  sort  of  lid  hinged  round  the  fi'ont  bar, 
and  dropping  down  so  as  nearly  to  cover  the  whole 

Hup  flrwn  tha  *  *      o  v 

Tem^eohweh.  spacc  of  thc  clasp.     Fig.  10  appears  to  be  deco- 
♦  Mayer's  Vocab.  p.  125. 
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rated  with  a  little  point ;  and  theiid  in  .fig.  11  is  thicker  than 
in  the  others,  and  consists  of  two  rolls.  A  somewhat  similar 
example  was  foimd  a  few  years  ago,  during  the  repairs  in  the 
Temple  Church.  It  was  procured  in  or  noar  a  tomb ;  and  it  is 
represented  in  Mr.  Richardson  s  work  oii  the  Temple  Church, 
in  which  the  ancient  cofiBns,  S^.,  ,are  delineated.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  little  lid  is  hinged  on  the  upper  side  in 
this  case,  instead  of  on  the  lower  side,  as  in  the  examples 
given  on  Plate  IX.  It  is  supposed  that  fastenings  of  this 
kind  required  to  be  undone  rapidly,  and  that  the  knot  of 
a  cord,  or  a  thickened  portion  of  a  strap,  passed  up  and  kept 
the  lid  closed,  merely  by  the  weight  resting  on  it.  The  knot 
could  be  passed  through  when  the  lid  was  raised,  but  not 
otherwise.  In  fig.  17,  Hate  X.,  there  is  an  attempt  to  show 
the  way  in  which  it  was  probably  used.  I  have  six  of  these 
in  my  own  collection,  and  Mr.  Smith  has  three ;  so  that  we 
know  of  nine,  all  brass.  Of  the  examples  engraved,  figs. 
9  and  10  are  from  my  collection,  and  fig.  11  from  Mr. 
Smith's. 

(2.)  Figs.  12  and  21  are  brass  or  bronze  hasps,  with  shanks 
or  attachments ;  figs.  13,  14, 19,  23,  are  lead  ones  with  similar 
appendages.  These  are  the  only  leaden  objects  delineated  on 
this  plate.  None  of  the  six  appears  to  have  been  qualified  to 
bear  a  severe  strain;  for  lead  is  a  yielding  material,  and,  except 
in  the  case  of  21,  none  of  them  had  more  than  a  single  rivet. 
The  four  that  are  of  lead,  and  fig.  21,  are  each  cast  in  a  single 
piece ;  whereas  in  fig.  12  4ihe  shank  revolves  on  the  hinder  bar 
of  the  clasp.  All  the  lead  ones,  and  one  of  the  brass  ones,  are 
very  broad  and  strong  at  the  point  or  front  bar ;  and  two  of  the 
lead  ones,  14  and  19,  exhibit  a  slight  attempt  at  ornamen- 
tation. On  the  shank  of  fig.  12  is  an  arrow ;  and  on  that  of 
21  there  is  a  sort  of  double  curve. 

On  Plate  XI.  a  large  hasp  of  this  kind  has  been  engraved 
by  mistake,  fig.   22.      One  with  an  oval  orifice  is  showTi 
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here;  it  was  found  in  a  man's  grav 
in  Kent  It  is  of  brass,  and  there  were 
pieces  of  leather  adhering  to  it.  Another 
very  pretty  object  in  bronze,  with  a  circu- 
lar  tennination,  is  supposed  to  have  been 
BimMpfh»nK«u.  the  end  of  a  belt  or  girdle.  It  was  found 
at  Fairford, 
in  Glouces* 
tershire, 
and  is  de- 
scribed   by 

"iJ^j^,     AVer-  B«lt  Haq^  from  01oiic«itMdiIn. 

man.*  It  is  prettily  ornamented  with  lines  and  circles,  and 
has  been  fastened  by  two  rivets.  One,  with  a  ring  similar  to 
this,  was  found  at  Steinberg  in  Switzerland,  and  is  figured  by 
M.  Troyon  ;t  and  an  oblong  bronze  one  in  the  Meyrick  collec- 
tion, is  ornamented  with  three  dragons'  heads. 

Figs.  15, 16,  17,  and  18  are  hasps,  but  without  shanks ;  and 
all  of  them  exhibit  the  characteristic  just  noticed,  i.  e.,  great 
breadth  and  strength  at  the  extremity  or  front  bar.  In  the 
four  examples,  this  metallic  protuberance  assumes  four  diffe- 
rent forms.  In  the  first  (15),  it  is  plain  with  p^Jielled  spaces, 
which  have  an  intermediate  space  as  if  for  the  tongue  of  a 
buckle;  in  the  second  (16),  it  assumes  a  more  elaborate 
ornamentation ;  in  the  third  (17),  we  have  something  like  a 
cat's  head ;  and  in  the  fourth  (18),  with  some  partial  piercing 
there  is  a  little  triangular  open  work.  The  object,  fig.  18,  is 
of  the  fifteenth  century.  J 

In  the  three  principal  collections  there  are  sixty-six  hasps 
of  this  general  class ;  viz.,  fifty-four  of  brass,  and  twelve  of 
lead.  Of  these,  forty-five  are  in  my  own  collection,  fifteen  in 
Mr.  Smith's,  and  six  in  Mr.  Mayer's. 

Of  the  objects  engraved,  figs.  12, 15, 16, 17,  18,  and  21,  are 
brass;  and  figs.  13,  14,  19,  and  23,  lead.    Again,  fig.  21  is 

♦  ArcbKologia,  XXXVII.,  146.        I  xi.,  fig.  13. 
t  Habitations  Lacustres,  p.  162,  PI.  I      t  A.  W.  F. 
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from  Mr.  Smith's  collection ;  13  and  23  from  Mr.  Mayer  s ; 
and  the  other  seven  enumerated  from  my  own. 

(3.)  Figs.  20  and  22  constitute  a  class  of  themselves ;  and 
both  afford  facilities  for  being  attached  to  leather.  Fig.  20 
has  two  rivet-holes,  and  appears  to  have  been  ornamented 
with  fifteen  small  circles,  each  having  a  central  dot,  the  whole 
rudely  resembling  a  peacock's  taiL  One  or  two  of  these, 
which  symmetry  would  require  to  loe  present,  appear  to  have 
been  obliterated.  The  hook  may  have  been  used  to  take  hold 
of  a  hasp,  or  to  be  inserted  in  cloth  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  it  •  The  other  hook^  22,  affords  space  for  the 
insertion  of  leather ;  and  its  point  is  more  fuUy  developed, 
showing  sufiScient  strength  to  work  on  metal,  or  in  a  hole  of 
leather  or  cloth.  Instead  of  the  ornamentation  by  circles,  it 
presents  us  with  a  circular  space  having  a  wreathed  band  at 
its  outer  margin,  and  a  sort  of  double  rose  in  the  centre.  If 
we  allow  this  fact  to  have  its  usual  significance,  the  object 
must  be  assimied  to  be  more  modem  than  the  commencement 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  It  is  for  hooking  a  strap,*  and  is 
of  the  fifteenth  or  sixteenth  century.  Similar  hooks  and  their 
application  are  shown  in  Wilde's  Catalogue,  R,  I.  A.,  p.  572, 
and  in  the  Ulster  Journal  of  Arehceology,  IX.,  271,  274. 

It  is  probably  to  such  hooks  that  allusion  is  made  in  the 
Cobbler  of  Canterbury,  1608 — 

Her  sleeyes  blew,  her  traine  behinde, 
With  silver  hookes  was  tucked  I  find. 
It  is  not  impossible  that  hooks  of  this  kind  were  used  to 
lay  hold  on  the  orifice  of  the  clasp ;  but  larger  ones  would  be 
required  for  the  two  ter- 
minations given  above 
from  Kent  and  Glou- 
cestershire. For  a  hook 
cateh  tor  Hook.      like  that  represented  in 
fig.  22,  a  catch  like  the  first  of  these 
would  be  suitabla    It  also  served  as  a        on»otTwo  (Mebm. 

•  C.  R.  §^ 
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sort  of  leather  ornament,  being  attached  by  thi-ee  rivets.  Two 
other  ornaments,  very  similar  to  this  one,  were  fomid  by  the 
right  and  Left  side  of  a  skeleton,  as  if  they  had  served  for  the 
suspension  of  objects  from  the  .belt.*  The  two  objects,  each  of 
which  has    a     ^^^„.^_.,.^  groove  running 

were  found  to-  j||gq|||pg7nJ{B||  |jjjL^^5  gether,  and  it 
was    supposed  ^^^m^^    ^^^^   ^  portion 

of  the  linen  or  Pwia«rPMtenin»t  other  cloth  was 

pulled  through  the  hole,  and  a  pin  run  along  through  it. 
This  is  possible ;  or  each  may  have  been  employed  in  con- 
nection with  one  or  two  fastenings. 

There  are  about  eight  of  these  hooks,  all  of  which,  except 
fig.  20,  belong  to  Mr.  Smith.  That  one,  which  was  one  of  the 
objects  that  first  arrested  attention,  is  the  property  of  Mrsj. 
Longueville.  Hooks  were  sold  by  the  travelling  pedlars  of 
two  or  three  centuries  ago,  no  doubt  of  this  and  -of  other  kinds 
also. 

(4.)  There  is  a  species  of  fastening  of  which  we  possess  no 
specimen.  It  is  called  a  "  stud  "  from  its  appearance,  though 
in  reahty  a  clasp ;  and,  having  been  reintroduced,  we  see  it 
daily  on  the  belts  of  women  and  children.  The  first  is  from  the 
tomb  of  the  wife  of  Sir  Anthony  Fitzherbert  in  Norbury  Church, 


FiUhertMXt,  'R<ri\avrs  Chvroh,  loee.  Cokaine  Bnsr, 

and  is  of  the  date  1588;  the  second  is  from  the  Cokaine  Brass, 
in  Ashbome  Church,  Derby.  This  latter  is  the  "  Girdle-stud," 
mentioned  in  the  Affectionate  Shepherd,  quoted  imder  the 

•  Inv.  Sep.,  p,  61. 
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head  of  Bosses  and  Studs.  In  the  fourteenth  centur}%  when 
the  buckle  began  to  disappear,  the  morse  or  clasp  took  its  place  ; 
and  we  may  regard  it  as  a  species  of  this,  though  the  mode  of 
fastening  does  not  appear. 

In  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  three  studs  were 
occasionally  employed,  or  golden  rosettes,  which  must  have 
appeared  very  beautifuL    A  chain  was  pendent  from  theni^ 
^  at  the  end  of  which  hung  a  pomander 
^box,  or  something  of  this  sort.     The 
^brasses  of  two  ladies  called  TUghman,* 
in  Snodland  Church,  Kent,  1641,  ex- 
hibit that  mode  of  fastening ;  and  an 
elegant   example  appears   in  Sefbon 
Church,  Lancashire,  on  the  brass  of 
Margaret  Bulkeley,  (1529,)  daughter 
of  Eichard  Molyneux.     Other  exam- 

itomifotiw  14M.         P^®^  ^^y  ^  ®^®^  ^^  Chesterfield  and 
Morley  Churches,  Derbyshire. 


(5.)  On  Plate  X.  there  are  two  objects  of  peculiar  construc- 
tion. These  are  figs.  1  and  23,  the  former  of  which  is  brass, 
and  the  latter  lead  The  characteristic  of  each  is  that  it  con- 
tains two  rectangular  spaces  of  unequal  sizes ;  though  in  the 
former  the  larger  one  almost  merges  into  a  semicircle,  and 
in  the  latter  they  become  rhomboids  by  compression  of  the 


*  Oxford  Brassef,  p.  138. 
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lead  The  former  is  ornamented  by  a  fox's  head,  which  runa 
nearly  along  the  top,  and  which  is  suggestive  probably  of  the 
woodcraft  of  the  person  who  was  expected  to  use  it.  We  will 
not  be  far  wrong  in  supposing  that  a  strap  of  leather  went 
round  the  hinder  bar,  occupying  the  smaller  space,  and  leaving 
the  larger  one  to  receive  the  fastening  firom  the  other  end  of 
the  strap.  Fig.  2  appears  to  have  been  of  the  same  class,  but 
slightly  injured,  like  fig.  8  on  Plate  IX. 

There  are  fourteen  objects  of  this  kind  in  the  collection — 
five  of  brass  and  nine  of  lead.  To  Mr.  Smith  eight  of  them 
belong,  to  Mr.  Mayer  fwir,  and  to  myself  two.  Of  those 
engraved,  figs.  1  and  2  are  from  my  own  collection,  and  are 
brass ;  fig.  23  is  from  Mr.  Smith's,  and  is  lead. 

(6.)  Another  class  of  objects  is  indicated  by  figa  6,  7,  8,  9, 
10,  1].  It  will  be  seen  that  7  and  11  have  holes  at  one  side, 
as  if  forming  part  of  a  swivel ;  there  are  similar  holes  in  6 
and  10,  which  are  invisible  in  the  drawing ;  and  there  were 
similar  holes  in  8  and  9,  but  they  are  filled  up  by  the  points 
being  rusted  ia  the  holes.  The  six  objects  are  of  six  different 
shapes,  square,  arched,  stirrup-shaped,  pentagonal,  Ac,  but 
they  coincide  in  this  point.    We  will  see  the  reason  by  and  by. 

So  many  as  twenty-eight  of  these  objects  have  been  pro- 
cured, all  of  which  are  brass  but  one,  which  is  lead.  Of  these, 
sixteen  belong  to  myself,  ten  to -Mr.  Mayer,  and  two  to  Mr. 
Smith.  Those  which  are  engraved  are  all  brass ;  figs.  10  and 
11  are  from  Mr.  Mayer's  set,  and  the  other  four  from  my  own. 

(7.)  As  if  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  objects  last  noticed, 
we  find  a  set  with  projecting  points,  such  as  are  shown  in  figs. 
12, 13, 14.  These  again  are  all  of  different  shapes,  semicir- 
cular, rectangular, and  stirrup-shaped;  also,  while  one  is  prettily 
ornamented  with  the  fox's  head  which  we  saw  in  fig.  1,  another 
consists  of  plain  square  metal,  and  the  third  is  rounded,  and 
terminates  in  a  knob.  Figs.  15  and  16  show  the  use  which 
we  suggest  for  these  pieces  of  metal  Fig.  16  represents  a 
5trap  attached  to  the  lower  pai-t  of  one  with  two  spaces  (like 
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1  or  23),  and  a  slight  piece  of  metal  is  riveted  over  the  junction 
of  the  strap.  The  two  which  constitnte  the  swivel  aie  attached 
to  the  other  end  of  the  strap,  as  in  fig.  15,  and  ihe  fastening  is 
prepared  The  semicircular  piece  of  metal  passes  through 
tiie  rectangular  space,  and  is  turned  round  and  stands  across 
it  It  is  unloosed  by  turning  it  so  as  not  to  stand  across,  but 
to  pass  through  the  opening.  The  accompanying  woodcut, 
which  was  rudely  cut  by  an  amateur  in  1847, 
may  serve  to  show  the  fastening  both  open  and 
shut. 

There  are  fifty-four  objects  in  the  collection, 
like  12,  13,  and  14 ;  of  which  one  only  is  lead. 
Of  these,  eight  belong  to  Mr.  Mayer,  nine  to 
Mr.  Smith,  and  thirty-seven  to  myself  Figs. 
13  and  14  are  from  objects  in  Mr.  Mayer's  col- 
lection, and  fig.  12  from  one  in  my  own. 
(8.)  Another  class  of  objects  is  shown  in  six  of  the  seven 
figures  which  form  the  two  lowest  rows.  Instead  of  a  sepa- 
rate rectangular  space,  as  in  figs.  1  and  23,  there  are  merely 
one  or  two  projecting  points  beyond  which  the  strap  was 
fastened.  There  is  less  variety  of  form  in  these,  though  there 
is  some ;  and  the  purpose  was  answered  as  well  as  by  a  cross- 
bar. There  are  nineteen  of  these  objects  in  all,  and  the  whole 
of  them  are  brass.  In  my  own  collection  there  are  twelve,  in 
Mr.  Smith's  four,  and  in  Mr.  Mayer's  thi'ee.  All  the  six  objects 
engraved  are  from  among  my  own  specimens. 

One  would  expect,  if  this  theory  be  correct  of  the  mode  of 
using  them,  that  the  three  great  classes  would  exist  in  nearly 
equal  numbers  ;  viz.,  those  with  the  swivel  axis,  those  with 
the  swivel  hole,  and  those  with  neither.  And  possibly  they 
did  exist  in  equal  numbers  at  the  time  of  their  deposit,  how- 
ever different  they  may  be  now  in  that  respect  Omitting  the 
leaden  ones,  of  the  first  kind  there  are  fifby-three,  of  the  second 
twenty-seven,  and  of  the  third  twenty-four. 

(9.)  There  are  a  few  of  special  forms,  as  figs.  3  and  4,  which 
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have  been  suspended  at  the  points  of  the  fork,  and  which  are 
similar  in  structure,  though  the  latter  has  a  knob  on  one  sida 
Fig.  5  is  a  thin  strip  of  metal,  which  may  have  been  used  like 
fig.  8 ;  but  perhaps  it  was  only  a  binding  or  ferrule  on  a 
square  piece  of  wood,  with  a  pin  fastening  its  extremities 
together. 

It  thus  appears  that,  under  the  general  name  of  "hasps,"  we 
enumerate  two  hundred  objects,  independent  of  one  or  two 
which  are  engraved  by  mistake  on  wrong  plates.  Probably 
not  one  of  these  is  more  than  a  portion  of  a. hasp  ;  that  is,  one 
side  of  it,  or  even  part  of  one  side.  The  articles  of  brass  are 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  of  lead  twenty-three  ;  or 
in  the  proportion  of  nearly  seven  and  a  half  to  one. 


VI.— TAGS  OR  STRAP  ENDS.— Plate  XI. 

In  modern  times,  the  strap  usually  terminates  in  its  own 
leather,  which  is  supposed  to  be  sufficiently  substantial; 
but  in  former  times  its  point  in  each  case  was  covered  with 
a  little  plate  of  metal,  or  inserted  within  two  folds  of  metal 
This  was  the  tag  or  pendant  of  which  we  now  treat.  It  has 
been  revived  in  our  own  days,  especially  in  connection  with 
the  imiform  of  volunteers. 

The  accompanying  illustration  shows  a  plain 
tag  of  an  early  date,  and  will  serve  to  give  an 
idea  of  their  general  character.  It  is  from  Mr. 
Jewitt's  collection.  A  semicircular  plate,  sup- 
posed to  be  an  object  of  this 
kind,  was  found  in  one  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  graves  of  Kent*  yiMim^g. 
The  simple  pendant  merely  seeming  to 
8«nid«ui«Ti«.       give  weight  and  consistency  to  the  strap, 

♦  Inv.  Sepulchrale,  p.  84, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TAGS   OR   STRAP  EXD3.  117 

may  be  seen  on  the  sword-belt  of  Albrecht  v.  Hohenlohe,  1319, 
as  engraved  on  the  slab  in  Sconthal  Church,  Germany.  It 
occurs  also  on  the  brass  of  Thomas  Statham,  in  Morley 
Church,  Derbyshire,  of  the  date  1470  ;  and  that  of  Roger 
Bothe,  in  Sawley,  1478.  In  both  these  it  appears  ribbed  down 
the  centre.    The  one  on  the  sword-belt  of  John  D'Aubernou, 


ThomM  StcfbMtt,  MMrl«7  Cboteh,  UVk  Bofw  Both«,  Sftwley  Ohnreh,  141«. 

1277,  appear^  to  be  plain,  with  the  exceptioil  of  a  knob  at 
its  extremity. 

In  general,  such  appendages  were  more  or  less  ornamented  ; 
besides  which,  there  is  a  degree  of  harmony  or  ifesemblance 
between  them  and  the  shanks  or  attachments  of  the  buckles 
in  connection  with  which  they  were  used.  Thus,  in  the 
Trumpington  brass,  1287,  we  notice  a  degree  of  harmony  or 
uniformity  between  the  shank  of  the  buckle  and  the  pendant 
on  the  guige  of  the  shield  ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 
metal  on  the  guige  of  D*Aubernon.    An  example  is  found  on 

the  brass  of  Sir  John 
Curzon,  in  Kedleston 
Church;  while  in  that 
Z  of  Henry  Sacheverell, 
-  in  Morley  Church, 
1558,  the  uniformity 
is  left  in  doubt,  as  the 

Bfr  John  Cmdn,  ScdlMtmi  Chafeh.  tag    Ouly     iS    Visiblc, 

owing  to  the  position  of  the  strap.    On  the  brass  of  Eichard 
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RielwrA  Eainin, 
MagitaffloB,  ItfO. 


Kniveton  of  Mug- 
gington,  Derby,  the  ^ 
buckle  and  tag  are 
of  two  entirely  dif- 
ferent patterns.  The 
latter  is  perforated 
and  floreated;  and    Hmys«htT«iguf<»ri«ychiircm 

its  extremities  form  an  irr^ular  semicircle 
instead  of  being  in  a  straight  line.      The 
former  is  indented.     In  other  cases,  the  two 
resembled  each  other,  but  were  not  identical  in  pattern. 

On  the  Stapleton  brass  in  Jngham  Church,  Norfolk,  the 

plates  on  the  belt  are  rectangular,  while  buckle  and  pendant 

(disagreeing  with  them)  harmonize  with  each  other  in  being 

circular.     In  some  instances  the  tag  merely  bordered  the  end 

of  the  strap ;  as  is  shown  on  the  brass  of  De  Bacon,  1320,  in 

Gorleston  Church,  SuflTolk,  where  it  borders   a  beautifully 

studded  belt.   On  that  of  Fitzralph  also,  in  Pebmarsh  Church, 

Essex,  it  borders  a  belt  that  is  both  barred  and  studded. 

A     /      The  tag  on  the  belt  of  Anne,  wife  of  Hugh 

LVrof'^Willoughby  of  Eisley,  1514,  in  Wilne  Church, 

jn]      is  of  the  same  width  as  the  belt,  and  exhibits 

a  row  of  five  circular  perforations,  with  a  knob 

at  the  extremity. 

The  following  may  be  mentioned  as  instances 


wii£!MSf'S{  rS£  ^^  ^^®  more  elaborate  kind  of   decoration  on 
wun#aLrtm«4.''*^^gg  or  pendants  :— In  the  Special  Exhibition 


•  Cnaraii, 

of  Works  of  Art  at  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  1862, 
were  two  terminations  of  belts  of  the  thirteenth  century,  both 
the  property  of  John  Webb,  Esq.  One  represents  the  An- 
nunciation in  high  relief,  under  a  canopy,  and  another  the 
Adoration  of  the  Magi.* 

In  some  instances  the  pendant  was  made  very  large ;  so 
large  that  it  could  with  difficulty  be  passed  through  the 

*  Catalogue,  p.  13. 
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buckle.  An  example  of  tliis  is  found  on  a  Flemisli  brass 
of  a  knight  and  lady  of  the  Compton  family,  1510,  taken 
from  Netley  Abbey  Church.  A  very  large  one  is  also  found 
on  a  plain  brass  in  St.  Stephen's  Church,  Norwich;  but  as 
the  buckle  appears  to  be  about  four  inches  long,  the  pendant 
might  have  been  passed  through  by  inclining  it  sideways. 
In  the  painted  window  in  Middleton  Church,  Lancashire, 
the  archers  of  the  neighbourhood  are  represented  as  return- 
ing thanks  for  their  victory  and  safe  return  from  Flodden.* 
The  priest  who  kneels  in  front  ("  Henricus  Taylyer,  Capel- 
lanus,")  has  a  belt  with  a  brass  pendant,  which  narrows 
towards  the  point,  somewhat  like  figs.  5,  9,  10,  Plate  XI. 

In  the  modem  representations  of  the  Garter  the  pendant  is 
invariably  floreated,  and  projects  beyond  the  sides  of  the 
strap  ;  so  that  it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  it  to  pass 
through  the  buckle  along  with  which  it  is  represented. 
This  is  because  painters  and  engravers  do  not  know  the 
use  of  the  pendant,  or  do  not  think  of  the  subject  at  all.f 
At  the  period  when  the  article  was  actually  worn,  whenever 
the  pendant  was  decorated  so  as  to  project  beyond  the  strap, 
the  buckle  was  made  wider  in  like  manner.  This  may  be 
seen  in  the  garter  of  Lord  Camoys,  in  Trotton  Church,  Essex, 
and  still  more  clearly  in  that  of  Sir  Thomas  BuUen,  father-in- 
law  to  King  Henry  YIIL,  at  Hever,  Kent.  Tliere  is  a  represen- 
tation of  the  garter  in  the  British  Museum,  which  is  understood 
to  belong  to  the  fourteenth  century.  The  garter  itself-  is  nearly 
half  an  inch  broad,  and  the  circuit  of  it  more  than  three 
and  a  half  inches  in  diameter.}  In  this  example  the  converse 
of  the  modem  practice  is  found ;  the  tag  or  pendant  being 


*  There  is  an  engraving  in  James's 
Iter  Lancastronse,  frontispiece ;  but 
I  possess  a  more  accarate  drawing, 
presented  to  me  bj  Mr.  French  of 
Bolton. 

t  One  draughtsman  assured  me 
that  though  he  had  drawn  the  Royal 


Arms  many  hundreds  of  times,  he 
never  had  an  idea  of  what  was  meant 
by  the  ornament  at  the  end  of  the 
garter. 

}   It    is   engraved,  Archaeologio, 
XXXI.  p.  141. 
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Garter,  thowing  Pmid«Bt,  FontMBth  CMitmy. 

of  the  same  breadth  as  the  strap,  but  tlie  buckle  considerably^ 
wider* 

On  the  brass  of  Roger  Buthe,  in  Sawley  Church,  Derby- 
shire, there  are  metal  tassels  attached  to  the  pendant ;  but, 
as  one  can  move  over  tlve  other,  they  do  not  occupy  any 
additional  space  in  passing  through  the  buckle.    And  in  some 


*  <<  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this 
belonged  to  the  fourteenth  century  ; 
and  the  kneeling  figure  appears  to  be 
intended  for  the  Black  Prince,  because 
the  label  in  his  arms  is  of  three  points, 
and  is  not  charged.  He  is  evidently 
adoring  the  Trinity  (though  the  Dore 
is  not  introduced),  and  the  Father 
seems  to  be  seated  on  a  rainbow,  with 


his  feet  on  the  terraqueous  globe. 
Behind  him  is  an  angel,  who  holds 
his  helmet  and  crest ;  and  above  him 
is  a  shield  of  the  arms  of  France  and 
England  quarterly,  with  a  plain  label 
of  three  points,  which  is  held  by  an- 
other angel.  He  is  in  armoor,  and 
wears  a  surcoat  of  the  same  arms." — 
Archfwologia,  vol.  XXXI.  p.  140. 
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cases  the  pendant  has  been 
so  large  that  it  never  could 
pass  through  the  buckle,  so 
that  the  belt  must  have 
been  thrown  over  the  head. 
In  Strutt'sDress  andHabits,^ 
there  is  a  lady  of  the  fif- 
teenth century  whose  belt 
■•^  ^im^"^  ^''*^**'  answers  this  description.  On  "^  vSS^*' 
one  of  the  straps  of  Richard  Kniveton,  at  Muggington,  is  a 
buckle  much  wider  than  the  strap  to  which  it  is  attached ; 
it  is  also  open  at  the  spot  where  the  point  of  the  acus  falls. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  either  thennserted  strap  was 
broader  than  the  existing  one,  or  that  the  pendant  to  be 
passed  through  was  unusually  largcf  At  Hamham  Hill, 
Salisbury,  a  strap-tag,  found  with  a  skeleton,  resembles  in 
shape  the  blade  of  a  lancet.  { 

Pendants  are  not  only  figured  on  ancient  monumental 
effigies,  they  are  preserved  still  in  the  museums  of  the  curious, 
and  are  turned  up  from  time  to  time  in  the  graves  of  persons 
interred  within  the  last  thousand  years.  A  large  number,  and  of 
very  varied  character,  were  brought  to  light  in  the  Anglo-Saxon 
graves  in  Kent ;  they  are  figured  and  described  by  Mr.  Smith, 
in  the  Inventorium  Sepulchrale,  and  preserved  by  Mr.  Mayer 
in  his  interesting  museum  at  Liverpool.  In  the  collection  of 
Mr.  Smith  himself,  which  passed' over  to  the  possession  of  the 
nation,  there  were  many  ;  and  .a  few  examples  exist  through- 
out the  country  of  ancient  belts  preserved  to  our  own  times, 
the  attachments,  studs  or  plates,  and  pendants,  still  re- 
maining.g      Such  decorative  terminations    are  conunon  in 


♦  Vol.  11.  Plate  cxix. 

t  I  have  nerer  seen  the  whole 
figare,  and  therefore  speak  from  re- 
presentations of  parts  of  the  straps 
onlj. 

X  ArchiBol.,  XXXV.  278. 


§  There  is  a  lad/s  girdle,  five  feet 
long,  of  abont  the  date  1460,  in  the 
possession  of  Octavios  Morgan,  Esq. 
It  is  thus  described: — "A  lady's 
girdle  or  baldric,  of  crimson  and  gold 
brocade  velvet,  with  rosettes  of  gold- 
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Switzerland  and  Savoy  as  relics  of  the  past,*  and  one  was 
found  in  the  grave  of  a  young  Frankish  warrior  at  Envermeu, 
in  the  Lower  Seine,  in  1856. 

Sometimes  they  assume  peculiar  shapes,  or  are  found  in 
peculiar  positions.  For  example,  the  beautiful  metallic 
pendant  on  the  belt  of  Sir  Oliver  De  Ingham,f  appears  to  be 
attached  to  cloth  rather  than  to  leather  ;  and  the  representa- 
tion of  a  king  and  queen  in  the  eleventh  century,  shows  that 
each  of  them  has  a  couple  of  sabretache-looking  tassels 
appended  to  the  extremities  of  cords  in  the  dress. 

In  the  collection  of  Mr.  Mayer  are  one  or  two  objects 
which  were  at  first  mistaken  for  domestic  forks.  Each  is 
about  three  inches  long;  and  from  an 
acorn-shaped  head  project  two  prongs, 
diverging  slightly  towards  their  points. 
Several  of  these  were 
found  by  Fausset,  of  which 
one  from  Gilton-town  is 
shown,  but  he  did  not 
understand  their  use.  One 
from  the  valuable  collec- 
tion of  Mr.  Eoach  Smith, 
shows  that  they  served  the 
purpose  of  tags  or  pen- 
dants ;  and  thus  harmo- 
nized with  the  buckles 
having  divided  shanks  or 
attachments,  as  in  Plate  VII.,  figa  7* 
9.  The  fork  was  inserted  in  a  metallic 
sheath  or  case,  from  .which,  owing  to 
its  form,  it  could  not  be  extracted, 


IVomOlliaii-towii. 


Foiked  Pendant,  aotoAl  bIm  ; 
foimd  in  London. 


smith's  work  enriched  witl^  enamel. 
The  hnckle  and  the  pendant  of  silrer 
gilt,  chased  with  foliage  in  relief,  and 
inlaid  with  niello-plaques  and  with 
armorial  bearings,  the  escutcheon  on 
the  pendant  being  that  o!  the  family 


Malatesta  of  Rimini  and  Cresena." — 
Cataloj^  of  the  Special  Exhibition  at 
South  Kensington,  p.  65. 

♦  Arch«ologia,  XXXVIL  105. 

t  Meyrick,  toI.  II.  PI.  xxxili. 
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unless  the  two  plates  of  the  sheath  were  separated  by  being 
broken.  Mr.  Smith's  object  is  given  here,  both  with  and 
without  its  metallic  casing. 

In  the  dresses  of  ladies,  the  pendant  sometimes  became  of 
large  dimensions,  and  of  great  beauty  of  form,  though  it  did 
not  always  harmonize  with  the  ornamentation  of  the  belt  and 
buckle.  Thus,  the  belt  of  Anne  Babington  seems  to  be  of 
two  different  patterns  on  its  opposite  sides,  and  the  tag  and 
buckle  not  harmonizing;  while  on  that  from  the  Curzon 
Brass,  the  buckle   and   tag  are  again   of  different  designs. 

No  doubt,  variety  was 
thought  to  contribute  to 
beauty  and  magnificence. 
In  the  figure  from  Kedle- 
ston  Church,  the  tag  ap- 
pears to  be  perforated.  It 
will  be  observed  that  both 
these  examples  illustrate 
a  practice  which  was  at  one 
time  common,  and  which 
has  been  noticed  under 
Btickles ;  viz.,  that  of  pass- 
ing the  girdle  over  the 
acvs  or  tongue  of  the  long 
buckle,  and  under  the 
Ti^J^^Jt^'  edges.  It  was  thus  woven 
between  the  three  bars  of  metal,  and  lay  approximately  in 
the  same  plane  by  the  sides,  not  by  the  ends.  In  an  example 
from  Hathersage  Church,  the  girdle  is  not  so  interweaved, 
and  the  buckle  and  pendant  do  not  harmonize.  The  belt  is 
inserted  laterally,  and  perforated  by  the  ama.  Two  other 
interesting  examples  of  the  custom  are  given  elsewhere,  both 
from  Wirksworth  chiurch,  but  neither  of  them  callmg  for  any 
special  remark.  In  Mr.  Roach  Smith  s  collection  there  were 
numerous  tags  attached  to  straps. 


CioraiMi  Bno,  Kcdktton 

Chnnli. 


Ann«,  daochtcr  of  John  Bablng- 
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The  objects  of  thisr  class  in  tire 
colkction  are  about  121 ;  viz.,  108 
of  brass  or  bronze,  and  13  of  lead. 
Mr.  Smith  possesses  thirty  of  these, 
Mr.  Mayer  thirty-nine,  and  fifty-two 
are  my  own.  Of  the  twenty-three 
objects  engraved,  seven  are  my  own ; 
viz.,  2,  9,  12,  13,  16,  17,  and  19; 
thitee  are  Mr.  Smith's,  8,  22,  and  23; 
one,  3,  is  Mrs.  Longueville's,  and  the 
remaining  twelve  are  Mr.  Mayer  s. 

Plate  XI.  exhibits  more  than  twenty 
examples  of  pendants,  nearly  all  of 
bronze  or  brass.  Three  only,  figs.  14, 
Figs.  1  and  5  correspond  generally  in 
size  and  shape,  but  tliey  differ  in  the  style  of  their  ornamenta- 
tion. Eaoh  has  a  sort  of  rude  head  at  the  top,  the  rivet-holes 
forming  the  eyes  ;  and  a  lower  end  like  a  fish's  mouth.  The 
former  is  old.  Fig.  2  contains  a  plain  square  at  one  end,  and 
the  remainder  of  it,  between  two  bordering  lines,  is  decorated 
with  fretwork,  like  the  pattern*  so  often  seen  on  ancient  monu- 
ments. It  is  Saxon.  "|-  Fig.  3  appears  to  have  been  attached 
with  two  studs,  the  points  being  upward ;  and  4,  which 
exhibits  signs  of  having  been  lettered,  is  divided  into  three 
nearly  equal  spaces  by  parallel  lines  down  the  centre. 

The  five  in  the  next  row  all  become  narrower  towards  the 


WUbaf  KobiEjm, 

Cimreh,16S& 


21,  and  23,  are  of  lead 


*  It  has  been  ingenioa«l  j  suggested ' 
by  Mr.  French  of  BoUon,  that  many 
of  the  early  crosses  in  Britain  were 
made  of  wicker-work,  no  doubt  fiUed" 
with  sand,  or  some  such  sobstance,  to 
give  them  solidity;  and^he  has  had 
sereral  beautiful  ones  constructed  in 
iUustration  of  this  theory.  If  the 
idea  be  correct,  it  supplies  a  reason 
for  the  interlaced  patterns  in  imita- 
tion of  basket-work,  which  we  after^ 


wards  find  on  8t6ne  crosses ;  and  the 
same  style  of  ornamentation  was 
applied  to  minute  objects.  In  like 
manner,  Sir  Jtimes  HaU,  Bart,  traced 
many  of  the  forms  of  Gothic  archi- 
tecture to  the  imitations  of  wicker- 
work,  of  which  the  earliest  Christian 
Churches  in  this  country  were  con- 
structed. 
tA,W.F. 
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point,  and  no  oae  appears  to  have  had  more  than  two  rivets 
attaching  it  to  the  strap.  Figs.  6  and  7  are  intersected  by 
wavy  lines ;  but  the  former  has  a  termination  like  a  finial  in 
architecture,  while  the  latter  is  finished  oflf  by  a  very  ugly 
head  Fig.  8  ends  in  an  acorn-like  extremity,  with  numerous 
parallel  ridges  above  it,  the  whole  being  solid  below  the  place 
where  the  strap  was  inserted  F^.  9,  12,  and  16,  bear  a 
general  resemblajice  in  form,  and  in  the  gracefiil  terminating 
point;  but  12  is  less  narrowed  than  the  others,  and  the 
shoulders  near  the  point  are  more  rectangular.  Each  of  them 
has  been  attached  by  two  rivets.  In  fig.  9,  part  of  the  leather 
strap  still  remains,  preserved  for  centuries  by  the  antiseptic 
qualities  of  the  turf  bog  in  which  it  was  imbedded  Mr. 
Roach  Smith  has  figured  a  pendant  in  his  "Antiquities  of 
Kichborough,"  of  the  general  form  of  fig.  15,  but  a  little  larger. 
It  is  Saxon,  and  of  bronze,  and  still  contains  the  metallic 
rivet  or  stud  which  fastened  the  leather  between  its  plates  of 
metaL     Fig.  15  also  has  been  pronounced  Saxon.* 

Fig.  10  diminishes  to  the  end,  but  otherwise  calls  for  no 
remark;  and  17  and  19  are  plain,  but  of  different  forms. 
Fig.  13  exhibits  the  two  plates  of  metal  for  the  reception  of  the 
leather,  and,  at  its  lower  extremity,  has  a  rudely  shaped  head 
Fig.  14,  which  is  of  lead,  exhibits  the  name  "  ION  BON  ;" 
and  23,  wliich  is  also  of  lead,  is  of  the  usual  type.  Fig.  18  is 
a  fragment,  rectangular,  with  a  pattern  whose  character  cannot 
be  ascertained 

Figs.  20  and  21  are  both  curious  in  form;  the  latter 
bearing  some  ^resemblance  to  fig.  7  in  the  distinctness  of  its 
head,  and  the  angularity  of  the  shoulders.  But  the  most 
singular  of  all,  in  some  respects,  is  fig.  11.  Besides  the  two 
rivet-holes  for  attaching  it  to  the  strap,  which  are  quite  dis- 
tinguishable from  all  the  other  perforations,  it  contains  nume- 
rous other  holes  apparently  without  order.    On  examination 

♦  A.  W.  F. 
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these  appear  to  be  twelve  in  number,  and  arranged  in  regular 
rows  of  two  each.  The  third  and  sixth  pairs  of  holes  are 
close  together;  the  remttining  four  pairs  are  nearly  equi- 
distant. Most  probably  this  was  an  actual  fastening  as  well 
as  a  tag,  and  hooked  on  to  a  pair  of  points  bearing  some 
resemblance  to  the  two  prongs  of  a  buckle.  Fig;  22  is 
certainly  the  termination  of  a  belt  strap,  but  it  appears  to 
have  formed  one  half  of  a  hasp  or  dasp.  It  contains  the 
letters  |HC  on  the  attachment  or  shank,  and  'B  in  the  open 
wort  There  is  a  massive  tag  of  iron,  which  is  not  engraved, 
in  the  set  belonging  to  myself     It  is  said  to  be  Roman, 

We  find  pendants  alluded  to  by  Walter  de  Biblesworth  at 
the  close  of  the  thirteenth  century.  His  English  glosses  are 
interlined  with  his  ancient  French;  but,  for  the  sake  of 
convenience,  they  are  here  put  in  brackets,  after  the  words 
which  they  are  intended  to  explain. 

De  la  oeynture  le  pendaunt  [the  girdiUa  ende  tipping], 
Passe  par  my  le  mordaunt  [thout  the  bokell], 
Einsy  doyt  le  hardiloun  [the  tangge], 
Passer  par  tru  de  sabilouu  [a  bore  of  an  alsene].* 

In  the  "  Expenses  of  the  Wardrobe  of  Edward  III,"  mention 
is  made  of  a  very  large  number  of  buckles,  and  a  corresponding 
number  of  pendants,  with  a  smaller  number  of  bars.f 

XX 

ccdiij.  xij.  penderUes  arg*. 

XX 

ccciiij.  xij.  botides  arg*. 
ccc  barres  arg*. 
The  following   also  is  j&x)m  a  schedule  of  a  Wardrobe 
Account  in  the  Tower,  1455  : — 


♦  Mayer's  Vocab.,  p.  150. 

t  ArchsBOlog.,  zzxi  55 ;  and  in  the 
same  doenment,  p.  35 — 

Ixi j  boucles  de  arg*, 

Ixij  pendaunteM  de  arg*. 
Also  on  p.  34 — 


clzWij  iotic^  p.  garteriis,  de  arg 
deani*. 
dxTi^pemiante  p.  eisd.g«rt,  de  aig*. 
Ixij  bouckt  arg'  deanr*. 
Ixij  pendawUs  arg*  deani*. 
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It«  a  wyre  h&tt  garnyaahed  y  bordoup  serkyll,  and  a  «terr  of  syl^er 
gylty  lacking  a  point  in  7*  sterre,  w^  oute  bode  and  pendant,  duly 
deljy'ed  to  John  Coraon,  some  time  Sqnier  for  the  Kinges  body. 

The  leather  tag  or  pendant  on  cloth  was  equivalent  to  the 
metallic  one  on  leather ;  and  hence  we  read  in  the  Shuttle^ 
worth  Accounts,  1584 : — 

Seayen  yardes  of  garth  webe,  and  iij  longe  tages  of  lether^  xiij^.  Also, 
j  Zona  com  thaeso  de  cof.^ 

Of  the  same  class  as  this  last,  indeed  of  the  same  class 
with  pendants  generally,  were  the  aiglets,  which,  in  Shak- 
speare's  time,  were  known  as  "  points."  These  were  the  metallic 
attachmfflits  to  strings  or  laces  with  which  the  garments  were 
"  trussed  "  or  "  untrussed,"  that  is,  tied  on  or  loosed ;  indeed, 
small  pieces  of  metal  in  general  were  called  aglets.  They 
appear  to  have  been  cheap  in  1554,  for  we  read  in  the 
accounts  of  the  Smiths'  Company  of  Coventry  f — 

A  gyrdell  ij<>. ;  a  dossen  of  poynts  ij'. 
Aiglets  are  alluded  to  in  1349,  some  of  which  were  of  silver, 
attached  to  silk,  but  the  majority  were  of  copper.  The  term 
survives  in  Yorkshire  and  Cumberland  as  a  provincial  word,  J 
and  probably  in  other  districts  also.  It  originally  denoted 
the  point  merely,  §  though  Pynson,  quoted  by  Mr.  Way, 
properly  remarks  that  the  term  was  sometimes  applied  to  the 
whole  lace.  Hence,  in  all  probability,  the  term  "  eilet-hole," 
or  "  oilet-hole,"  that  is,  the  aglet  hole  or  opening  for  the  lace ; 
though,  fi*om  similarity  of  form,  it  has  been  derived  irom  the 
French  words  for  needle  and  a  little  eye.  || 


*  lb.,  p.  30,  32. 

t  Queen  Jane  and  Queen  Mary, 
p.  125. 

X  Huntei^s  Hallamshire  GlosBary^ 
Dickinson's  Words  and  Phrases  of 
Cumberland, 

§  ^  Agglot,  or  an  aglet  to  lace  wyth 
tUe,  acus,  aculus, — Promptorium  Pear- 
vnbruM,  Ayglet  of  a  lace  or  point, 
/«r/* — PaUgr,    "  The  tag  of  a  lace  or 


of  the  points  formerly  used  in  dress." 
-^HdBiwM.  Sometimes  it  is  "^Tiglet, 
the  metalled  end  of  a  boot-lace.**— 
Dicfdmon, 

H  *'  Holes  not  larger  than  would  be 
made  by  the  puncture  of  a  needle ;(!) 
perhaps  a  corruption  of  the  French 
word  for  needle.**— ^vn/er.  «*  (EiUt 
of  ceil,  F.  an  Eye.^'^Bcdiey, 
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f  Ix  agulettz  de  cupro  *  [here  the  tags  only]. 
I  ccxvj  aguylettz  de  cupro.  f 

XX 

f  ciiij.xij  aguletti  de  serico  cum  punctis  arg^J  [here  the  Uieesl. 
\  xxxij  aguylettz  cum  punct  de  cupro. 
iiij  laquei  de  serico  cum  punctis  arg'f  [here  the  term  is 
avoided]. 


VIL— LEATHER  ORNAMENTS.— Plati  XIL 

The  metallic  ornaments  and  attachments  to  leather  were 
very  numerous;  at  first  for  protection,  then  for  ornament, 
afterwards  for  use, — and  generally  for  ornament  and  use  con- 
jointly. At  present  we  notice  the  smaller  ornaments  only ; 
for  the  subject  is  a  large  one,  and  Bosses  and  Studs  will  be 
treated  of  separately. 

1. — ^Rosettes. 

Besides  the  more  formal  bosses  and  studs,  there  were  nu- 
merous other  ornaments  of  metal  attached  to  leather,  which 
do  not  admit  of  the  same,  ready  classification.  For  example, 
the  earlier  illustrations  frequently  show  us  a  metallic  rosette 
at  the  crossing  of  two  straps,  even  when  the  leather  is  not 
studded.  The  nature  of  this  may  be  seen  in  Meyrick's  Plates 
ix.,  X.,  XL,  in  which  he  represents  respectively  David  Earl  of 
Huntingdon,  1120;  Alexander  I.  of  Scotland,  1107;  and 
Robert  Fitzhugh,  Earl  of  Chester,  1141.  It  is  on  the  same 
principle  that  the  belt  of  black  silk,  attached  to  the  "  Tutbury 
Horn,"  has  a  silver  shield  with  arms  at  the  junction  of  the 
belt  II    But  it  was  not  at  the  junctions  merely  that  such  oma- 


*  Archftolog.,  XXXL,  39. 
t  lb.,  p.  45. 
X  lb.,  p.  55. 


i  lb.,  p.  82. 

n  Catalogae  of  the  Special  Exhi- 
bition at  8oath  Kensington,  p.  18. 
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uients  occnrred ;  it  was  usual  to  have  straps  decorated  through- 
out with  rosettes,  especially  round  the  holes  which  the  acus  of 
the  buckle  penetrated.  The  sword-belt  of  Sir  Eobert  de  Sept- 
vaas  is  ornamented  with  metallic  rosettes ;  and  they  may  be 
seen  on  the  holes  of  flie  garter,  given  as  an  illustration  imder 
the  Jiead  of  Tags. 

2. — Plates. 

In  tbe  reign  of  Edward  III.,  ornamentation  with  gold  and 
silver,  no  doubt  laid  on  in  thin  plates  of  various  forms,  was 
common ;  and  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV.,  as  well  as  in  that  of 
his  predecessor,  it  was  necessary  to  prohibit  the  gorgeousness 
of  appareL  Thus,  in  1403,  it  was  enacted  "  that  no  person 
should  use  .  .  .  girdles  .  .  .  decorated  with  silver,  nor 
any  other  trappings  of  silver,  unless  possessed  of"  a  certain 
yearly  income,  or  a  certain  amount  of  goods  and  chattels.  In 
the  reign  of  Edward  II.,  it  had  been  usual  to  lay  on  little 
plates  of  metal  under  the  rivets  of  the  girdle.*  In  one  of  the 
barrows  of  Denmark,  which  contained  a  man  and  horse,  it 
was  clear  that  the  bridle  had  been  covered  with  thin  plates  of 
silver  ;t  and  in  several  instances,  like  that  of  John  Corpe, 
whose  brass  is  in  Stoke-Fleming  Church,  Devon,  the  belt 
appears  to  have  been  ornamented  and  strengthened  by  metallic 
plates.  A  few  articles,  which  evidently  served  a  purpose  of 
this  kind,  were  turned  up  among  the  Anglo-Saxon  graves  of 

Kent.  One  of 
them,  which  is 
shown  here  of  the 
actual  size,  was 
found  in  the  grave 

Bra-PUO-Fonsiz.  O^   »    ^^U,    witll  a 

knife,  an  iron  buckle,  and  a  spear.    It  lay  near  the  head ;  and 
had  perhaps  been  a  scale  of  his  helmet,  or  a  part  of  his  shoul- 

♦  Meytick,  I.,  173.  I  Thorns,  p.  18. 

t  \VozBa«*8    Primev.    Antiq.,   by  I 
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The  two  little  plates  of  biuss, 
jular  and  triangular  respectively, 
md  along  with  three  buckles,  one  iron, 
js,  and  the  third  of  both  metals,  and 
rh  other  pieces  of  metal  which  we 
>  have  been  employed  as  decorations  sniaupi«t«.fbr  Lather, 
her.  Figs.  21  and  22,  Plate  XII.,  are  of  this 
lough  they  served  somewhat  different  purposes.  The 
has  served  as  a  strap  ornament,  and  the  latter  as 
hment  or  shank  of  a  buckle ;  but  both  were  enamelled, 
itain  representations  of  animals,  and  both  added  to  the 
ir  of  the  appearance.  The  former  represents  a  dragon- 
mal,  with  a  trefoil  tail,  seeking  what  it  may  devour ; 
jr  contains  a  fox  apparently,  in  the  attitude  which 
call  passant  reguardant.  Fig.  21  represents  an  object 
lirteenth  century.*  In  a  woman's  grave  at  Kingston 
containing  a  large  number  of  curious  things,  was  found 
5  flat  plate  of  ivory  with  a  hole  at  each  comer,  which 
y  served  a  purpose  of  this  kind. 


© 

0 


iTory  Oxnament 

ig  the  ancient  Greeks,  the  mUra  or  brazen  belt  covered 
)art,  and  it  was  lined  with  leather  and  padded.  Plates 
re  occasioi;ially  a  foot  long  or  more ;  and  at  the  end,  a 
one  side  locked  into  a  riiig  oi;i  the  other.  One  from 
id  gf  E^bce^,  which  is  preserved  at  Paris,  is  given  in 
Dictionary  of  Or,  and  Rom,  Antiquities,  Art  Zona, 
Eunentation  oi  belts  with  laminae  of  the  precious  metals 

•  A.  W.  JF 
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became  very  prevalent  at  Rouie  during  the  early  years  of  the 
empire ;  and  such  belts  were  not  unfrequently  given  as  mili- 
tary rewarda  Flat  portions  of  a  curious  bronze  belt  are 
engraved  by  M.  Troyon,  each  of  which  has,  among  various 
figures  chased  on  it,  several  dancing-men.* 

3.— Bars. 
In  Skelton's  "  Ancient  Armour,"  Plate  xiv.,  under  the  date 
1360,  there  is  given  "  one  of  the  ornaments  which  were  put 
between  two  and  three  inches  apart  on  sword  and  shield-belts; 
it  is  of  brass,  and  was  dug  up  in  Oxford."  It  is  two  and  a 
fourth  inches  long,  narrowing  from  the  middle  to  both  ends. 
There  is  a  hole  for  a  rivet  at  each  end ;  and  an  ornamental 
hole  in  the  protuberance  at  the  centre,  where  it  is  half  an  inch 
broad.  It  is  evidently  adapted  for  a  broad  strap,  or  one  not 
less  than  two  and  a  fourth  inches  in  width.  An  object  of  a 
somewhat  similar  kind  may  be  seen  here,  Plate  XII.,  fig.  1, 
adapted  for  a  strap  of  about  the  same  width.  This  one  also 
exhibits  a  rivet-hole  at  each  extremity,  but  is  there  broad  and 
floreated.  Most  probably  fig.  11  represents  a  plainer  object 
used  for  the  same  purposa  We  see  perfectly  plain  rectangular 
bars  decorating  the  belt  of  Sir  Roger  de  Trumpington,  1289 ; 
and  the  sword-belt  of  Fitzralph,  1320,  is  ornamented  with 
alternate  lozenges  and  bars.  There  are  numerous  allusions  to 
this  practice  in  our  literature  : — 

Richesse  a  girdle  had  upon, 

The  bokell  of  it  was  of  ston ; 

The  barres  were  of  gold  full  fine, 

Upon  a  tisBue  of  sattine, 

Full  beavie,  great,  and  nothing  light, 

In  everiche  was  a  besaunt  wight.f 
It  would  appear  from  this  that  the  besaunts  were  laid  on, 
probably  like  the  spangles  recently  in  use,  in  the  intervals  of 
the  bars;  they  were  not  inserted,  as  in  the  case  of  studs, 

*  Habitations  Lacustres,  PI.  zvii.,  |     f  Chaucer,  "Romaant  of  the  Bom  * 
fig.  35. 
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which  were  attached  to  the  stronger  material,  leather.   Chaucer 
also  describes  his  Sergeant-of-law  as  follows : — 

Every  statnte  ooude  he  plaine  by  rote ; 
He  rode  but  homely  m  a  raedlee  cote, 
Girt  with  a  seint  *  of  silk  with  barres  smale ; 
Of  his  array,  tell  I  no  leDger  tale. 

In  the  "  Millere*s  Tale,"  the  Wife  of  Bath  is  represented  as 
girded  in  a  somewhat  similar  manner — 

^  A  seint  she  wered,  barred,  all  of  silk.** 

The  American  Indians  formerly,  and  indeed  they  still  do 
80,  made  belts  of  the  hollow  bones  of  deer,  birds,  &c.  These 
were  strung  and  tied  longitudinally  round  the  body,  each 
piece  being  two  or  three  inches  in  length.f  But  the  most 
curious  belt  with  bars  is  that  which  was  discovered  on  "  the 
Skeleton  in  Armour,"  near  the  Fall  River  in  Massachusetts, 
on  the  26th  of  April,  1831.  This  consisted  of  numerous  pa- 
rallel tubes  of  brass,  about  four  inches  long,  and  about  the 
thickness  of  an  ordinary  lead  peucil,  each  of  which  surrounded 
a  tube  of  reed.  They  were  laid  side  by  side,  and  fastened  to 
two  parallel  thongs  which  passed  roimd  the  body.  J  The  facts 
are  unusually  interesting,  as  it  is  almost  universally  believed 
that  the  remains  are  those  of  one  of  the  ante-Columbian  dis- 
coverers of  America,  who  perished  there  perhaps  in  the 
eleventh  century.  Berzelius  has  decided  that  the  brass  is  of 
European  manufacture,  and  it  is  not  modem. 

We  learn  also  from  John  de  Garlande,  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  that  the  corigiaritis  or  "  gurdeler,"  that  is  to  say,  the 
belt-maker,  had  zones  which  were  not  only  bene  memiratas 
("  ystodyd "),  but  also  stipata  argento,  or  barred  with  silver. 
Indeed,  the  metal  bars  seem  to  have  been  purchased  some- 
times along  with  the  buckles  for  straps ;  for  we  read,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  history  of  the  Oixier  of  the  Garter,  that  on  the 


•  Cincture  or  girdle, 
t  Schoolcraft,  I.,  104. 
X  lb.  I.,  128,  (quoting  Gibbs^s  re- 
marks ;)  Riifn's  Antiquitates  Amcri- 


can»,  p.  6 ;  Memotres  des  Aatiqiiaires  ' 
da  Nord,  (1840-44,^  p.  104;   Bain's 
Remarks  on  the  Letters  of  Webb  and 
Smith,  ib.,  p.  1 19 ;  Longfellow*8  Poems; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LELVTIIER    ORXAMEXTB. 


133 


ISth  of  JJfoYeinber,  1348,  "thirty  buckles,  sixty  mordants  or 
tongues,  and  sixty  bars,  were  bought  and  given  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  Sir  John  Chandos,  for  his  robes  of  the  Prince's 
Uvery."  *  And  again,  "  sixty  buckles,  sixty  mordants,  and  six 
bars  were  bought  and  given  to  the  Knights  of  his  Society  for 
the  hastiludes  at  Windsor/'  f  ^^  ^^e  brass  of  Sir  Eobert  de 
Bures,  1302,  his  sword-belt  appears  to  have  a  rosette  sur- 
rounding each  hole  for  the  tongue  of  the  buckle,  and  between: 
every  two  such  holes  an  ornamental  cross-bar.f 


Leather  Belt,  Stamped  aud  Perforated— with  Bar. 

The  annexed  figure  represents  a  portion  of  a  belt,  stamped 
and  perforated ;  and  attached  to  it  is  a  small  bar  of  brass,  tlie 
exact  use  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  assign.  Perhaps  it  was  for 
the  purpose  of  suspending  some  of  the  articles  which  hung 
from  the  girdle,  as  the  purse,  the  rosary,  the  knife,  or  the 
dagger.  This  was  found  at  Beakesbourne  in  1773,  and  is  here 
represented  as  of  the  actual  size.§    A  similar  portion  was 


*  X3LX  bokeles  &  U  mordantB  &  Iz 
barr*  emp.  eod.  die  p'  dfim  dfto  Job'  i 
Chaandos  p'  rob.  suis  de.  lib.  dfii. 

t  Iz  bokeles  &  Ix  mordants  &  vi. 
barr*  emp.  eod.  die  dant.  milit.  de  Soc' 
sua  p'  hastilad.  de  Wyndesor.— Ar- 
chsolog.,  XXXI.  124,  160. 

X  Frontispiece  to  Botiteirs  Monu- 
mental Brasses. 

§  "  A  piece  very  similar  in  pattern 


was  found  at  Cbartham,  by  Dr.  Mor- 
timer, wbo  distinctly  says  it  bad  been 
fastened  with  a  buckle,  which  he  de- 
scribes and  gives  a  drawing  of.  Mr. 
Faussett  also  indicates  three  other 
examples.  The  pattern  is  not  unlike 
that  of  some  of  the  Roman  sandals 
found  in  London ;  and  the  mode  of 
punching  the  leather  appears  to  have 
been  the  same  as  was  used  in  the 
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supposed  to  be  a  knife-sheath,  as  it  was  found  deubletl* 

4. — Smaxl  Sections. 
In  Strutt's^ "  Popular  Saxon  Antiquities,"  we  find  a  shoulder- 
strap  uniting  the  back  metallic  plate  with  the  breast-plate  in 
front ;  no  doubt  for  the  joint  purpose  of  ornament  and  security. 
It  is  covered  with  little  bars  of  metal,  each,  of  which  is  nearly 
as  long  as  the  leather  is  broad  ;  \  and,  if  we  turn  to  Meyrick 
and  Skeltou,  J  we  find  the  same  about  the  middle  and  end  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  namely,  in  1645  and  1680.  In  both 
instances,  the  metallic  pieces  are  continued  only  on  tliat  part 
of  the  strap  which  was  not  intended  to  lie  beneath  any  portion 
of  the  armour.  A  large  nimiber  of  small  pieces  of  metal  exist 
in  the  .present  collection,  which  must  obviously  have  served  a 
similar  purpose.  One  object  of  this  kind  was 
found  at  Beakesboume  in  Kent^  along  with  the 
Small  omamwit.  circular  and  triangular  plates  of  brass  already 
shown.  Most  of  the  objects  of  this  kind  are  like  little  sections 
of  a  split  reed. 

The  small  pieces  of  metal,  figs.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  10,  are 
objects  of  this  class,  foimd  sometimes  with  portions  of  leather 
adhering.  In  many  instances,  as  in  2  and  4,  the  rivets  still 
remain ;  and,  from  the  uniformity  of  the  objects,  it  is  clear  that 
they  were  used  in  sets.  In  the  present  instance,  however, 
fonns  differing  as  widely  as  possible  have  been  selectecT 
designedly.  They  are  different  in  length,  in  breadth,  and  in 
ornamentation.  Some,  like  fig.  4,  may  have  reached  across  a 
narrow  stmp,  while  others  may  have  decorated  only  its  median 
line ;  some  may  have  been  placed  close  side  by  side,  and  others 
at  intervals  more  or  less  wide.  They  are  all  convex  above  and 
concave  below ;  and  they  appear  to  have  been  whole  through- 


ornamental  work  ol  the  Boman  san- 
dals, and  in  the  shoes  of  the  middle 
ages. — See  *<  lUostrated  Catalogue  of 
London  Antiquities,**  Plates  ix.,  xii., 
and  xiii.     Note  6y  J/r.  Roach  Smilh^ 


Jhv.  Sepul-j  p.  152. 
♦  Invent,  Sepal.,  p.  1 1. 
t  Vol.  III.,  Plate  xxu 
I  Plate  xli.— xliii. 
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out,  such  openings  as  those  in  3  or  4  being  attributable  to 
wear  and  tear.  Figs.  17  and  18  serve  to  indicate  the  mode  of 
their  use,  and  how  objects  like  12  and  13  might  be  applied. 
They  also  show  how  the  pendant  and  buckle-shank-^the  lat- 
ter often  a  separate  plate — appeared  when  in  use. 

Four  others  appear  to  have  served  as  similar  ornaments, 
but  they  are  slightly  diflFerent  in  detail.  These  are,  first,  figs. 
8  and  9,  and,  second,  12  and  13.  The  two  former  differ  from 
the  preceding  only  by  being  protuberant  or  boss-like  in-  the 
middla  One  of  them  contains  a  circular  opening  in  this  part^ 
but  that  may  have  heen  caused  by  the  protuberance  wearing 
down,  as  in  the  case  of  bosses  which  ornamented  the  covers  of 
books.  In  the  other  two,  the  protuberance  occupies  the  whole 
length,  except  the  spaces  for  the  rivets,  and  is  striated  with 
parallel  lines,  which  may  be  described  as  horizontal  in  the  one 
case,  and  perpendicular  in  the  other. 

5. — ^Miscellaneous  Ornaments. 
[d]  A  curious  style  of  ornamentation  was  that  of  inserting 
small  shields  at  intervals,  as  on  the  sword-scabbard.  This 
is  apparent  on  the  Trumpington  brass,  where  there  are  four 
such  shields,  each  containing,  the  arms  of  the  wearer ;  the 
lowest,  or  that  nearest  the  chape  of  the  scabbard,  being. the 
smallest.  Several  small  shields,  of  the  "  heater-shape  "  as 
it  is  called,  exist  among  these  antiquities,  one  containing 
an  armorial  device;  and  they  would  all  appear  to  have 
been  used  as  a  kind  of  special  studs.  In  a  brass  at  Trotton 
Church,  Sussex,  that  of  Margaret,  Lady  de  Camoys,  nine 
small  shields  of  arms  were  attached  to  the  front  of  the  timic, 
some  of  which  have  lately  been  abstracted;*  Instances  of 
their  occurrence  are  rare  ia  English  monuments ;  but  the 
four  or  five  examples  which  exist,  serve  to  show  the  former 
prevalence  of  a  custom  Such  shields  were  used  in  medi- 
aeval times  by  the  retainers  of  the  nobility .f 
•  BouteUV  "  Brasses,-  p.  81.  |      t  C.  R.  S. 
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[h]  The  shell-like  objects  engraved  here,  figures  14, 15,  ancf  16, 
appear  to  have  been,  like  those  shields,  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  stud  and  the  leather  ornament  generally.  Each 
of  them  has  been  attached  to  the  leather  by  one  rivet,  which 
in  16  still  remains.  It  has  still  attached  to  it  part  of  the 
leather,  and  the  little  metal  washer  outside  of  that,  next  to 
the  end  of  the  rivet.  In  the  other  two,  though  the  form  is 
shell-like,  the  ornamentation  is  by  diagonal  and  intersect- 
ing lines. 
Figures  17  and  18,  represent  the  extremities  of  an  imaginary 
strap.  To  the  former  the  buckle  is  attached,  and  a  thin 
plate  of  metal  answering  to  the  "  shank  "  or  "  attachment ; " 
but,  as  we  have  seen,  in  some  cases  it  was  separate,  and 
merely  a  leather  ornament.  To  the  other  end  is  aflSxed  the 
tag  or  pendant,  and  both  fragments  exhibit  the  small  cross^ 
bar  ornaments,  with  one  like  13,  attached  suggestively  inter- 
mediately and  lengthwise. 
[c]  Figures  19  and  20  served  the  same  general  pur^x^se.  Tlie 
former  is  probably  a  leather  ornament  only,  broken  off  at 
one  of  its  rivet-holes.  It  is  impressed  with  a  zig-zag  or 
crank  like  pattern,  which  is  one  of  very  early  occurr^ice.* 
Figure  20  may  have  been  the  shank  of  a  buckle ;  but  if  so, 
it  is  of  a  peculiar  form,  and  somewhat  ill-adapted  for  the 
play  of  the  tongue.  Whatever  special  purpose  it  served, 
it  was  evidently  attached  to  the  end  of  a  strap  of  leather. 
The  precise  use  of  the  annexed  object  is  not  known, 
but  in  all  probability  it  was  a  leather  ornament  like 
19  or  20.  Perhaps  we  may  place  beside  this  two 
small  pieces  of  silver,  which  are  supposed  to  have 
decorated  the  ex-  ^^^ggsSSSfi  I^EES^^^ 
tremities  of  a  gir-  ^^j^ss,^  #j|  li*  ..-sssssSj^ 
die  or  band.  There  surer  pi»te* 

[.was  both  leather  and  linen  adhering  to  the  under 
part  of  them  when  they  were  discovered,  and  they  were 
♦  C.  R.  S. 
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attached  by  silver  rivets  They  were  foimd  at  CharUiam 
Down,  in  Kent 

\d]  Fig.  25  contains  a  more  gracefnl  animid  than  that  of  21  or 
22,  and  probably  the  meted  served  only  for  a  strap-ornament ; 
it  appears  to  have  been  one  of  a  series  of  such  ornaments. 
Fig.  24,  stamped  out  of  the  metal,  possesses  the  quality  of 
not  being  the  likeness  of  any  known  creature ;  but  evidently 
it  was  designed  to  be  suggestive.  The  eye-hole  served  for 
one  rivet,  the  other  waa^  where  the  hinder  legs  are  broken 
ofil    It  is  of  the  fifteenth  or  sixteenth^  century.* 

Fig.  23  constitutea  a  class  by  itself.  It  may  possibly  have 
served  the  purpose  of  a  pierced  tag,  like  fig.  11,  Plate  XI., 
or  it  may  have  been  merely  a  leather  ornament  of  a  some- 
what rustic  pattern.  It  has  been^  placed  here  on  the  latter 
supposition.    It  is  said  to  be  semi-Celtie. 

[e]  The  well-known  brass  of  Sir  John  D'Abemon,  1277,  has 
the  guige  or  shield-strap  ornamented  with  roses  and  fylfont 
crosses  alternately;  and  that  of  Sir  Robert  de  Septvans, 
1306,  has  a  beautifully  decorated  sword-belt  and  scabbard. 
In  some  instances  the  belt  was  jewelled,  as  in  that  of  Keynes 
of  Dodford,t  Ump,  Henry  VI.  This  was  not  unfrequently 
the  case  with  ecclesiastics,  though  it  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand from  illustrations  when  the  mere  orplirey }  work  or 
embroidery  by  the  needle  is  meant,  and  when  precious  stones. 
In  1858, 1  obser\'ed  on  the  stone  eflBgies  at  lona,  that  all 
such  portions  stood  in  high  relief,  shewing  that  they  repre- 
sented the  setting  of  stones. 

[/]  The  Princess  Charlotte,  daughter  of  our  King  George  IV., 
had  the  headsttdl  and  reins  of  her  palfrey  decorated  with 
cowrie  shells.  The  back  of  each  was  rubbed  flat,  and  the 
valves  being  upward,  they  were  laid  side  by  side  in  parallel 
rows  across  the  strap.  The  bridle  is  still  preserved  in  this 
neighbourhood. 

•  C.  B.  S.  I  Northamptonshire.** 

t    Hadson's    **  Mon.    BraMcs    of   I       I  Attmrn  Phrygianum. 
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[(/]  The  last  illustration  which  I  shall  give,  is 
a  little  piece  of  brass,  which  was  useful  as  j^=^ 
well  as  omamentaL     It  was  the  "  keeper  "  "^^ 
of  an  Anglo-Saxon  strap,  equivalent  to       *^>*£2J'*p- 
the  little  ring  of  leather  which  holds  down  the  loose  end  of 
a  modem  strap,  and  which  sometimes  is  fixed  in  position, 
at  other  times  slides  along.    When  found,  it  held  a  portion 
of  the  leather  "  in  its  bite."  * 

Of  the  small  objects  like  split  reeds,  Mr.  Mayer's  collection 
contains  31  examples,  Mr.  Smith's  67,  and  my  own  57  ;  of 
those  broad  in  the  middle,  like  8,  9, 12  or  13,  Mr.  Mayer's  has 
8,  Mr.  Smith's  9,  and  my  own  2.  Of  the  shell-like  patterns 
the  numbei*s  are,  Mr.  Mayer's  4,  Mr.  Smith's  2,  and  my  OMm  11, 
(one  of  which  is  lead  ;)  and  of  miscellaneous  ornaments,  Mr. 
Mayer  has  21,  Mr.  Smith  12,  and  myself  2.  Of  the  little 
plates  containing  animals,  all  four  are  engraved.  There  are  8 
little  shields  of  the  kind  mentioned  in  paragraph  [a],  all  of 
lead,  and  all  in  Mr.  Mayer's  coUectioa 

The  twenty-one  objects  engraved  are  all  of  brass.  Of  these, 
two  belong  to  Mr.  Smith,  1  and  22 ;  five  to  Mr.  Mayer,  11,  12, 
23, 26,  and  25  ;  and  fourteen  to  myself,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10, 
13,  14,  15,  19  and  21. 


VIII.— BOSSES  AND  STUDS.— Plate  XIII. 
1.  Form,  &c, — The  terms  boss  and  stud  are  frequently  used 
as  identical  in  meaning ;  but,  when  a  distinction  is  made,  the 
former  is  supposed  to  refer  to  objects  somewhat  larger  in 
size.  The  examples  given  on  Plate  XIII.  show  how  varied 
they  were  in  form;  e.  g.,  wheelrshaped,  circular,  cruciform, 
square ;  as  well  as  plain,  ornamented,  flat,  in  relief,  dotted, 
with  open  work,  &c.  In  like  manner,  those  which  we  find 
represented  in  ancient  sculptures  and  paintings  were  no  less 
varied  in  appearance.    Thus,  in  a  sculptured  effigy  in  Bain- 

♦  Inv.  Sep»l.,  p.  170. 
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l)erg  Cathedral,  1370,*  the  girdle  is  ornamented  with  quatre- 
foil  studs,  and  those  of  nearly  the  same  form  occur  on  the 
brass  of  Sir  Thomas  Cheyne,  1368.t  Square  studs  are  more 
common,  as  oa  the  brass  of  Nicholas  Lord  Bumell,  1382 ; } 
and  sometimes  they  are  placed  diagonally,  or  lozenge-wise,  as 
on  that  of  Lord  Berkeley,  1417.  §  Others  again  are  round,  as 
on  the  girdle  of  Sir  Robert  Swynbome,  1391 ;  and  each  stud, 
as  well  as  the  large  round  clasp  in  front>  bears  the  letter  S. 
An  unusual  example  is  foimd  on  the  brass  of  Sir  Miles 
Stapelton,  1365,  where  the  studs  or  metal  plates  on  the  belt 
are  square  or  rectangular,  while  the  fastening  and  pendant  are 
circtdar.  ||  Li  an  example  of  the  tliirteenth  century,  the  studs 
on  the  belt,  as  well  as  on  the  sword  scabbard,  are  oval.^ 

2.  Material. — The  material  consisted  of  bronze^  brass,  iron, 
brass  or  other  metal  gilt,  silver,  and  even  gold.  There  is  also 
allusion,  in  the  Chronicle  of  Scottish  Poetry,  to  a  "  stude  of 
amber."  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  more  common 
examples;  but  one  of  brass  gilt,  and  bearing  the  arms  of  the 
Black  Prince,  is  mentioned  in  Mr.  Roach  Smith  s  Catalogue  of 
London  Antiquities.  **  Piers  Plowman  also  records  that  two 
priests  "  hath  a  girdle  of  silver,  and  a  basilard  [dagger] 
decorated  with  gilt  studs."  In  the  inventory  of  the  goods  of 
Henry  Fitzroy,  Duke  of  Richmond,  1536,  occurs  this  entry : — 

Item,  a  littill  Male,  with  a  harnea  of  black  velwet,  with  studdes  of 
gilt-wourke,  and  fote-clothe  of  velwet.  ft 

Meyrick  quotes  XX  the  following  from  Stephen  de  la  Fontaine, 
1352  :— 

For  caosiDg  to  be  forged  the  fumitare  of  a  basinet,  that  is  to  say, 
thirty-  five  little  loops,  twelve  little  bosses  for  the  forehead  part,  all  of 
standard  gold, and  for  causing,  to  be  forged  the  leather 


*  Hefner's  Costume  du  Moyen  Age 
Chretien. 

t  At  Drayton  Beauchamp,  Backs ; 
Bontell,  p.  53. 

t  Ibid,  54« 


II  In  Ingham  Church,  Norfolk ;  Cot- 
man: 

Y  Stmtt*s  Dress  and  Costume,  Fl.lxT. 
••  P.  153. 
tt  Camden  Miscel.,  Vol.  III. 


S  Ibid,  57.  I      XX  Ancient  Armour,  Vol  II.  p.  12. 
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strap  for  making  fiitft  the  baaiuet,  the  nails  of  which  are  headed  witli 
boasea,  and  little  crosses  enamelled  with  the  arms  of  France. 

3.  Hmo  worn. — ^There  were  particular  portions  of  the  equij)- 
m^it  of  both  men  and  horses  with  which  studs  were  specially 
connected.  Thus,  the  belt,  the  bawdrick,  the  guige,  and  sword- 
scabbard  of  the  knight,  were  often  highly  decorated ;  and  the 
headstall  and  bridle-reins,  as  well  as  the  breast  and  croupe- 
straps  of  the  horse.  Studs  were  also  used  for  ornamenting 
the  armour,  and  even  the  gloves. 

No  part  of  the  dress  was  prepared  with  greater  elegance 
and  care  than  the  belt  It  was  always  conspicuous,  it  covered 
and  protected  a  vital  part,  and  it  formed  a  basis  for  the 
attachment  of  small  objects,  such  as  the  dagger.  It  was 
often  so  completely  covered  with  metal,  or  metallic  in  its 
appearance,  that  it  was  said  to  be  of  brass,  silver,  or  gold. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that,  among  the  ancients,  studded 
belts  were  not  unknown.  They  are  alluded  to  by  Homer,  and 
they  are  shown  in  Assjnian  paintings  and  sculptures.*  The 
huUa,  which  was  so  called  from  its  resemblance  to  a  bubble 
on  the  water,  is  alluded  to  in  the  "  aurea  bullis  cingula,"  of 
Virgil.f  Sometimes  these  studs  were  conical-headed,  and  pro- 
jected like  little  bells ;  hence  "  bullis  asper  balteus."  A  Roman 
charioteer  appears  encircled  with  a  succession  of  belts,  one 
of  which  is  studded}  And  generally,  on  the  representation  of 
Sc)i;hian  and  Roman  belts,  we  trace  §  the  existence  of  such 
objecta  In  the  Prophecy  of  Capys  ||  studded  and  gemmed  belts 
are  represented  as  forming  part  of  a  Roman  triumph : — 

The  helmets  gay  with  plumage 

Tom  from  the  pheasants^  wings, 
The  belts  set  thick  with  starry  gems 

TkaX  shone  on  Indian  kings. 


*  Layard's  lUastratioDB,  2nd  series, 
PL  v.,  vi.,  XX. 

t  -^n.  ix.,  359  ;  xii.,  942. 

X  Descripcion  de  ub  Pavimento,  en 


Mosajco,  &c.^  Madrid,  foL  1806. 

§  Meyrick,  PL  xiii. 

II  Macaulaj^s    Laya    of    Ancient 
Rome. 
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In  the  Hastings  brass,  Elsing  Church,  Norfolk,  the  sword-belt 
is  beautifally  studded* 

In  the  Three  Early  English  Metrical  Romances,  edited  by 
Dr.  Eobson,  of  Warrington,  for  the  Camden  Society,  from  a 
MS.  in  the  possession  of  J.  Ireland  Blackbume,  Esq.,  of  Hale, 
the  dress  of  a  lady  is  thus  described : — 

Hir  gide  that  was  glorious  was  of  a  gresse-greeBe ; 

Her  belte  was  of  blenket,  with  briddus  &dl  bold, 

Beten  with  besandus,  bocult  fol  bene,  f 

In  a  dress  of  the  fourteenth  century,  a  belt  has  two  rows  of 
studs,  like  broad  buttons,  along  its  outer  margins,  J  while 
another  is  studded  in  the  centra  §  In  the  belt  of  a  person  of 
distinction  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  studs  occur  in  sets  of 
three  on  the  shoulder-belt,  and  the  buttons  in  clusters  of  three 
down  the  firont  of  the  robe-B  A  belt  of  the  early  part  of  this 
century  was  preserved  in  Mr.  Eoach  Smith's  collection,  stamped 
in  leather,  with  circlets  containing  the  SS.  of  Henry  IV.,  and 
ornamented  also  with  metal  bossea  It  was  supposed  that 
girdles  of  this  kind  were  mani;tfactured  at  Cadiz.  IT  In  the 
monumental  slab  of  Johan  Graaf  v,  Wertheim,  1407,  the 
studs  on  the  hip-belt  are  very  prominent,  and  seem  like 
large  knobs  of  metal  connected  by  intervening  links.**  Mr. 
Plancheff  gives  an  engraving  of  a  lady  from  a  manuscript  in 
the  Harleian  collection.  She  wears  a  hip-belt,  apparently 
studded,  from  wljiich  a  gypciere  or  purse  is  pendent.  Another 
example  is  given  of  a  lady  with  a  studded  belt,  in  Strutt, 
Plate  cxix.;  and  in  Meyrick  may  be  seen  several  belts 
covered  with  bosses  or  studs.  John  de  Garlande,tt  in  the 
beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century,  describes  the  girdle- 


*  Carter's  Ancient  Scolptnre  an4 
Painting,  and  Cotman*8  Brasses. 

t  Her  gown  that  was  glorions  was 
of  a  grass-green  colour ;  her  belt  was 
of  white  stuff  ornamented  with  birds ; 
inlaid  with  besaunts  (or  round  pieces 
of  metal,  like  the  coins  of  Bjxantium), 
and  appropriately  buckled. 


X  Stmtt*sDressandHabit6,PLlxxyi. 
§  lb.,  PI.  IXXXT. 
B  lb.,  PI.  cix. 

Y  Fairholt*s  Costume,  p.  50S. 
••  Boutell,  p.  193,  from  Hefner's 
Costume  dn  Mojen  Age  Chretien, 
ft  History  of  British  Costume,  p.210. 
$t  ^^aycr*8  Vocab.,  p.  123. 
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makers  of  his  time  as  having  before  them  girdles  of  white, 
black,  and  red,  well  studded  and  barred. 

In  Shaw's  Dresses  and  Decorations  of  the  Middle  Ages* 
Clovis  I,  about  1100,  is  represented  with  a  studded  belt ;  and 
Eichard  I.  of  England  is  similarly  represented  in  one  of 
Meyrick's  plates,  f  Stf  Robert  de  Bures,  1302,  in  Acton 
Church,  Suffolk,  has  a  studded  waist-belt.  The  belt  of  Edward 
II.,  on  the  screen  of  York  Minster,  is  covered  with  small  studs 


studded  B«lt  on  Uie  Bl«ok  Fzince. 

which  touch  each  other; J  and  the  eflSgy  of  Gunther,  King  of 
the  Romans,  executed  1349,  exhibits,  with  other  peculiarities, 

♦  Shaw.  Vol.  I.  I      X  Carter's  Ancient  Sculpture  and 

t  I*I- »»"•  in  Vol.  I.  I  Painting,  1780,  Vol.  IL 
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tliat  of  an  elegantly  studded  belt*  About  the  year  1440, 
King  John  is  represented  with  a  splendidly  studded  belt  ;t 
and  both  the  sword-belt  and  hip-belt  of  Sir  Humphrey 
Stafford,  1450,  were  similarly  ornamented.  In  the  Sweten- 
ham  brass  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  breast-plate  is  covered 
diagonally  by  a  studded  sword-belt  ;t  and  in  that  of  Malpny 
of  Woodford  there  is  a  very  curious  studdeJ  sword-belt,  |  as 
well  as  studded  armour.  In  the  beautiful  illustration  of  the 
Garter  of  the  fourteenth  century,  already  given  under  the 
head  of  **  Tags  or  Strap-Ends,"  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
baldrick  or  hip-belt  of  the  Black  Prince  is  studded,  though 
the  two  studs  in  firont  appear  to  have  dropped  out  The  same 
appearance  is  presented  by  the  rainbow  on  which  the  Deity 
is  sitting,  in  conformity  with  conventional  usage.  § 

In  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  practice 
still  continued;  as  Lord  William  Howard  of  Naworth  waa 
denominated  "  Belted  WilL" 

His  Bilboa  blade,  by  Marchmen  felt, 

Hang  Id  a  broad  and  studded  belt ; 

Hence  in  rude  phrase,  the  Borderers  still 

Called  noble  Howard  **  Belted  WiD."  || 
In  a  poem  of  the  close  of  the  century,  the  hair  of  a  youth  is 
represented  as  falling  down  to  his  girdle-stud. 

Why  should  thy  sweete  love-locke  haog  daofi^g  downe, 
Ejssing  thy  girdle-stud  with  (ailing  pride  ?  1 

In  Bameck  Church,  Northamptonshire,  one  of  several  carved 
statues,  temp,  Henry  VI.,  Henry  VII.,  represents  a  person, 
apparently  an  ecclesiastic,  with  an  elegantly  studded  belt  *♦ 

Studs  on  the  guige,  or  on  the  shoulder-belt,  may  be  seen 
on  the  D'Aubemon,  Northwode,  and  various  other  brasses. 

*  Hefner,  Costume  du  Mojren  Age 
Chretien. 

t  Shaw*s  Dresses  and  Decorations 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  Vol.  IL 
:    t  Hudson's  Monumental  Brasses  of 
Northamptonshire. 

§  The  heaven  is  my  throne,  and  the 


earth  is  my  footstool. — Isa.  Ixvi.  1. 
Acts  Til.  49. 

n  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,  r.  16. 

Y  Bamfield^s  Affectionate  Sbcp- 
herd,  1594. 

♦♦  Carter,  Vol.  L 
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They  are  also  alluded  to  by  Drayton  in  the  PolyoHbion,  wbea 
describing  Bobin  Hood  jand  similar  outlaws : — 

Thair  bauldricks  set  with  studs,  athwart  tlieir  shoulders  cast, 
To  whiehy  under  their  arms^  their  sheafs  were  buckled  fiigty 
A  short  sword  at  their  belt,  a  buckler  scarce  a  span. 
Who  struck  below  the  knee  not  counted  then  a  man. 
A  few  additional  facts  respecting  studs,  in  human  decora- 
tions, may  be  given  as  follows : — In  the  Pilgrim's  signs  of 
pewter,  described  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hugo,  the  decorations 
upon  the  episcopal  dress  of  St.  Thomas  and  others  exhibit 
numerous  studs,*  and  the  following    (juotatioa    from    the 
description  of  the  Horse  Armoury,  temp.  Charles  L,t  shows 
the  frequency  of  their  occurrence : — 

One  guilte,  graveo,  and  damasked  armor  of  the  Kinges,  for  the  feild 
compleate,  the  whole  armor  laid  with  bosses  of  gould,  6  bosses  only 
remaynyng  on  the  coller,  and  idl  the  rest  either  lost  or  taken  from  the 
eoUer  and  armor,  io  a  chest. 

In  Meyrick  and  Skelton's  Armour,  Plate  xvi.,  is  represented 
the  "  jazerine  "  jacket,  "  which  was  coated  over  with  red  Genoa 
velvet,  and  ornamented  with  brass  studs."  In  the  Hastings 
brass  at  Elsing  Church,  Norfolk,  the  sword-belt  is  beautifully 
studded.  J  On  the  efifigy  of  the  Black  Prince,  in  Canterbury 
Cathedral,  there  are  studs  in  his  gauntlets  ;§  and  when  the 
fingers  of  the  steel  gloves  were  separated,  each  finger  J  was 
covered  with  studs.  ^ 

The  decorations  of  the  horse  furniture  were  usually  in  front, 
as  on  the  headstall  and  reins ;  but  other  parts  of  the  equip- 
ment exhibited  the  same  taste  and  tendency.  Studded  straps, 
in  the  equipment  of  horses,  were  in  use  among  the  Persians, 
as  we  see  that  in  the  beautiful  and  well-known  Mosaic  at 
Pompeii,  the  headstalls  of  the  horses,  on  the  side  of  Darius, 
being  all  set  thick  with  studs.    The  phalerce  of  the  Latins  were 


•  Arcb«)log.  XXX  Vin.,  134. 
t  Ibid,  XXXVTL,  4S7. 
X  See  Carter,  Vol.  L,  and  Cotman. 
I  Labarte's  Handbook,  p.  363. 
1)  Stothart,  quoted  by  Fairholt. 


Y  For  farther  information  on  the 
subject  of  belts,  see  Transactions  of 
the  Historic  Society  of  Lancashire 
and  Cheshire,  XIY.,  p.  129. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BOSSES  AND   STUDS.  145 

Well  known;  and  both  the  word  and  its  meaning  had  previously 
been  in  use  among  the  Greeks.  In  several  of  the  sculptures 
from  Nineveh,  studded  harness  appears  on  the  horses  ;*  and 
in  one  case  the  breeching  seems  to  be  of  embossed  leather, 
while  the  head  straps  are  studded.f  In  another  example  the 
head-stall  is  studded,  and  the  bridle  reins  are  of  rope.J  The 
edition  of  the  Canterbury  Tales  of  Chaucer,  edited  by  Mr. 
Wright  for  the  Percy  Society,  has  prefixed  to  it  an  engraving  of 
the  pilgrims  on  their  journey  to  Canterbury,  from  an  ancient 
illumination  in  the  British  Museum.§  The  bridles  and  straps 
are  all  decorated  with  studs.  In  the  Horse  Armoury,  temp. 
Charles  I.,  the  bridle  was  represented  as  studded  with  bosses, 
and  white  gilt  nails,  with  which  also  the  harness  was  set.  || 

Upon  another  horse,  one  harnesse  for  the  tilte,  pai'celi  guilte  and 

graven, a  breeche  of  Steele,  with  a  base  of  black  velvett, 

and  bridle  with  bosses. 

Upon  one  other  horse,  one  harnesse  for  the  tilte  and  feild;  parcell 
graven,  and  sett  with  white  and  guilte  nayl. 

In  certain  continental  pictures,  the  bridles  and  horse-straps 
are  all  ornamented  with  studs  ;1f  and  in  a  representation  of 
Charles  II.  as  St.  George,  there  are  studs  on  the  horse's  breast- 
belt,  headstall,  and  bridle.**  Francis  I.  of  France  is  represent- 
ed with  gold  studs  in  red  velvet  on  the  bridle  of  his  horse,  ft 
In  the  British  Museum,  there  are  numerous  straps  beautifully 
studded,  from  the  collection  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Eoach  Smith;  and,  in  the  horse  harness  exhibited  at  the 
International-  Exhibition,  there  were  modem  specimens  from 
Sweden  and  Finland.  Dr.  Charlton,  of  Newcastl^on-Tyne, 
possesses  a  head-stall  from  Telemarkin,  in  Norway,  which  is 
covered  by  small  bead-like  brass  studs,  some  cruciform  in 


•  Lajard's  Dlnstrations,  PI.  xir., 
xxvL 
t  Ibid.,  PI.  xxviii. 
%  Ibid.,  PI.  xlvii.,  (second  series.) 
§  Keg.  18.  D.  ii. 


II  Archieolog.,  XXXVIL,  486. 
^  Transactions  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries  of  Zurich,  1847. 
•♦  Labarte,  p.  46. 
tt  Shaw's  Dresses,  &c.  Vol.  IT. 
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their  arrangemont  and  shape.  The  custom  is  said  to  have 
existed  in  the  locality  for  at  least  two  centuriea 

There  are  occasional  allusions  in  our  older  literature  to 
some  of  the  articles  noticed,  and  their  preparation.  Thus,  in 
the  Account  of  the  Expenses  of  John  of  Brabant,  and  Thomas 
and  Henry  of  Lancaster,  1292-3,*  mention  is  made  of  "  three 
pair  of  studs  or  bosses  for  horse  gear ; "  and  in  the  Collectanea 
ATdiquay  Vol.  II.,  among  the  Eoman  remains  at  Mayence,  are 
mentioned  studs  on  the  horse  trappings. 

4  Oeneral  Remarks, — Studs  were  used,  however,  for  many 
other  purposes ;  for  example,  in  ancient  bookbinding.  There 
were  usually  five  large  bosses,  or  studs  on  the  side  which  lay 
on  the  table ;  viz.,  four  at  the  comers  and  one  in  the  centre. 
In  Scott's  Antiquarian  Gleanings^  in  the  North  of  England, 
he  mentions  a  curious  Norman  book-cover,  in  the  library  of 
Durham  Cathedral,  which  is  thus  ornamented.  But  specimens 
are  common.  J  He  also  mentions  an  aimibry  in  Carlisle 
Cathedral,  of  date  about  1490,  which  had  been  covered  with 
red  velvet,  with  studs  or  small  nails  in  the  clasping  iron-workg 
The  hemispherical  brass-headed  nails  which  decorated  the 
chairs  in  the  parlours  of  our  grandmothers,  were  a  relic  of 
this  style  of  ornamentation ;  and,  after  an  interval,  it  is  re- 
appearing in  the  larger  square  brass  studs  which  adorn 
modem  upholstery.  Studs  are  also  reappearing  in  the  belts 
of  ladies,  and  in  the  decorations  of  the  sides  and  extremities 
of  gowns ;  thus  affording  an  illustration  of  the  principle,  that 
fashion  moves  in  limited  cycles,  and  that  it  returns  to  types 
of  natural  elegance.  Were  it  not  for  machinery  superseding 
manual  labour,  the  old  occupation  of  "  Bossettier,"  or  boss- 
maker,  ||  mentioned  by  om*  old  lexicographers,  might  reappear. 


*  Camden  Miscell,,  II.,  18. 

+  PI.  iv. 

X  Bosses  or  baUions,  such  as  are 
set  OD  the  ontsides  of  Bookes,  Urn- 
beliaa. — Fleming's  Diet,  1583. 


i  PI.  xxxii. 

II  "Bossettier,  a  bosse-maker,  a 
gtud-maker.»'--CotgraYC  1611.  "A 
bosse-maker,  bossetier.** — Sherwood, 
1650. 
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It  was  not  unusual  for  studs  to  have  loops  behind,*^  so  as  to 
admit  of  their  being  fastened  to  leather  or  cloth ;  some  had 
eyes  like  buttons,!  and  such  are  not  unfrequently  figured  in 
archaeological  treatises.  In  the  Anglo-Saxon  graves  at  Stod- 
marsh^  in  Kent,  two  of  this  kind  were  found ;  and  also  in  the 
Eev.  Bryan  Faussett's  diggings,  as  shown  in  the  plates  of 
Irwentorium  S&piUchrale.X  Occasionally  studs  were  orna- 
mented, as  in  a  painting  of  Holbein  in  the  Louvre.  Each  stud 
in  the  ornamented  belt  is  a  lion's  head  with  a  ring  in  its 
mouth,  from  which  something  is  pendent.§ 

5.  Bosses  and  Studs  on  Shields, — ^The  earliest  shields  were 
made  of  wicker-work,  covered  with  skin  or  thin  metallic 
plates,  and  sometimes  of  two  boards  laid  together.  One  is 
represented  by  Worsase  of  wood,  covered  with  ornamental 
straps  of  iron  attached  by  rivets.  ||  The  boss  of  a  shield,  or 
centre  knob,  was  hollo w,1[  as  if  intended  for  the  hand;  and  in 
some  instances  it  appears  to  have  been  hemispherical.**  The 
shield  of  the  Emperor  Theodosius,  copied  from  a  gold  medal,  ft 
appears  with  studs  round  its  margin,  so  that  they  must  have 
been  used  for  the  purposes  of  strength  and  security  in  ancient 
times,  as  well  as  by  people  of  primitive  habits  in  modem. 
In  some  of  the  Assyrian  shields,  the  boss  or  central  stud  is 
adorned  with  a  lion's  head  \%%  and  it  would  appear  from  Job's 
expression,  "the  thick  bosses  of  his  bucklers," §§  that  this  part 
was  not  always  hollow,  but  sometimes  of  increased  thickness. 
At  Brighthampton,  Oxon,  two  iron  studs  were  foimd  on  each 
side  of  the  umbo  of  a  shield  in  a  grave ;  they  appear  to  have 
fastened  the  handle  to  the  original  wood,  which  was  of  ash.|||l 
In  similar  diggings,  as  might  have  been  expected,  the  remains 
of  shields  were  foimd  only  in  the  graves  of  men.1[1f    The 


♦  Proceedings  of  the  Arch. 

Insti- 

•*  InTentorium  Sep.,  PI.  xv.,  fig,  14. 

tnte,  York,  1856. 

tt**De8cripcion  de  un  PavimeDto 

t  Ibid. 

en  Mosayco.** 

X  PL  XV.,  fig.  14. 

XX  Layard*8  lUustrations,  PI.  xxvii. 

§  Shaw,  Tol.  II. 

§§  Job  xv.  26. 

II  Afbildninger,  p. 

125. 

jlji  Arch«ol.XXXVn.,895. 

\  Planche,  p.  9. 

It  Ibid.,  XXXVIII.,  331. 
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annexed  examples  show  the  forms  which  the  umbo  or  boss  of 
the  shield  sometimes  assumed ;  here  the  one  is  rudely  hemi- 
spherical, or  rather  like  a  dish- 
cover,  and  the  other  conicaL 
The  holes  are  visible  on  the 
border,  by  which  each  of  them 
was  attached  to  the  wood ;  and 
several  studs  were  found  with 
heads  an  inch  and  a-half  broad,  umboetofshieub. 

by  which  they  had  been  fastened  to  the  wood. 

The  appearance  which  the  studs  presented  externally  may 
be  seen  from  the  adjoining  illustration.  It  represents  a  piece 
of  brass  six  inches  in  diameter ;  and,  though  it  is  flat,  it  is 
supposed  to  have  been  placed  in  the  centre  of  a  shield,  like 
an  umbo.  It  contains  five  studs,  the  central  one  larger  than 
the  others,  with  an  ornamented  margin.  Each  of  the  studs 
had  been  riveted,  and  was  about  half  an  inch  long ;  that  is  to 


CratnU  Plau  of*  Shield,  Ba^ftfiapown. 
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say,  the  wood  for  the  shield,  to  which  this  plate  of  brass  was 
attached,  was  half  an  inch  thick.  Some  of  the  wood,  in  a 
rotten  state,  adhered  to  the  points  of  the  studs. 

Other  examples  show  the  internal  appearance  of  some  of 
these  stud*,  both  when  they  came  out  clean,  and  when  with 
wood  attached;  when  whole,  and  when  broken.  The  annexed 
stud  is  one  of  three,  iron,  and  with  a  convex  head  nearly  two 
inches  broad.  The  wood  appears  to  have  been  half  an  inch 
thick  as  usual,  and  a  portion  of  it  adheres  to  the  "  strig  '^  or 
nail  part.  Along  with  this  and  two  others 
of  the  same  kind,  were  found  four  smaller 
ones  with  flat  heads,  which,  from  their  posi- 
tion, no  doubt  served  to  unite  the  umbo  to 
the  wood,  so  that  the  larger  ones  may  have 
served  to  strengthen  and  decorate  the  wooden 
^^StaJ^SS***  margin.  The  smaller  ones  were  also  of  iron. 
The  studs  were  sometimes  of  brass,  as  two  of  that  material 


were  also  found  in  the 
part  of  the  broken  wood 
injured  in  detaching  it, 
acus  or  "  strig  "  or  nail ; 
complete,  with  a  little 
point     Its  length  was 


FiAt-h'^ftded  Iron 


graves  of  Kent,  with 
adhering.  One  had  been 
and  lost  a  portion  of  its 
but  the  other  remained 
plate  of  metal  at  its 
seven-eighths  of  an  inch. 


In  one  case  the  handle  of  the  shield 
was  found,  and  it  may  be  interesting  to 
see  it,  though  it  does  not  strictly  belong 
to  our  present  subject.  It  was  of  iron, 
very  plain,  ^ 
about  five  in- 

B««SUid.,iaiifftonDown.      chcS    loUg,  and  l«mBhl«Vl.h«dto. 

half  an  inch  broad,  and  it  bears  a  remarkably  close  resemblance 
in  form  to  the  plain  strap  ornament  shown,  Plate  XII.  fig. 
11.  Sometimes  a  large  stud  was  inserted  in  the  centre  of  the 
umbo,  as  at  the  top  of  the  cone,  or  in  the  peak  of  the  hemi- 
sphere, given  in  the  first  of  these  illustrations.    The  broad 
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stud  shown  here  is  one  of  this  kind 
turned  up  at  Gilton-town. 

A  studded  shield  of  the  eighth  cen- 
jtury  is  given  by  Strutt*  In^  the 
'  fourteenth  century  the  English  archers 
had  small  round  shields,. as  may  be 
seen  by  the  quotation  from  Drayton 
stud  from  centre  of  nmba  already  giveu.  About  the  period  of 
Henry  VIII.,  the  shields  of  the  London  apprentices  were  in 
like  manner  constructed  of  wood,  covered  with  leather,  and 
strengthened  by  large  studs  and  nails.  The  shields  and  targes 
of  the  Scotch  Highlanders  were  of  a  similar  kind,  one  of 
which  is  figured  by  Meyrick,  of  the  sixteenth  century.f  In 
a  picture  from  an  illuminated  MS.  in  the  British  Museum,  as 
well  as  in  that  just  noticed,  the  Canterbury  Pilgrims,  the 
shield  is  represented  as  being  full  of  studs,  t  and  most  readers 
are  familiar  with  Sir  Walter  Scott's  allusion  to  the  Highland- 
ers who  bore  such  shields. 

The  graceful  bonnet  decked  their  head, 
Back  from  their  shoulders  hung  the  plaid, 
A  broadsword  of  unwieldy  length, 
A  dagger  proved  for  edge  and  strength, 
A  studded  targe  they  wore.  § 

Those  who  were  accustomed  to  fight  by  receiving  the  stroke 
upon  the  buckler,  did  not  understand  the  modem  practice  of 
parrying  by  means  of  the  blade  itself;  and  thus,  when  without 
the  shield,  exposed  too  much  of  their  person. 

Ill  fared  it  then  with  Roderick  Dhn, 
That  on  the  ground  his  targe  he  threw, 
Whose  brazen  studs  and  tough  bull-hide 
Had  death  so  often  dashed  aside.  || 

In  his  notes  to  the  poem  Sir  Walter  Scott  says  of  it,  "  a 
round  target  of  light  wood,  covered  with  strong  leather,  and 


*  Dress  andCostome,  Pl.xiii.,p.  26. 

t  Meyrick,  Plate  Ix. 

t  Journal   of  the  Archaeol.  Asso- 


ciation, II.,  407. 
§  Mannion,  v.  5. 
II  Scott,  Lady  of  the  Lake,  v.  15. 
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studded  with  brass  or  iron,  was  a  necessary  part  of  a  High- 
lander's equipment  In  charging  regular  troops  he  received 
the  thrust  of  the  bayonet  in  this  buckler,  twisted  it  aside,  and 
used  the  broadsword  against  the  encumbered  soldier."  The 
studded  buckler  was  formerly  much  in  use  among  the  London 
apprentices,  and  it  was  used  by  the  &ont  rank  of  the  clans  in 
1745.  It  appears  to  have  been  employed  in  Flanders  by  the 
42nd  regim^it  in  1747,*  but  generally  it  was  disused  after  1745. 

The  bosses  and  studs  in  this  collection  are  124  in  number; 
viz.,  1  silver,  83  brass,  and  40  lead.  Of  these  again,  56  are  in 
Mr.  Smith's  possession,  42  in  Mr.  Mayer's,  and  26  in  my  own. 
A  peculiar  stud  is  engraved  among  the  miscellaneous  objects 
in  metal,  Plate  XXIX.,  fig.  6.  Apparently  there  has  been  a  ring 
with  ornamental  cross  ridges ;  and  at  one  part  of  the  circum- 
ference there  is  a  metallic  rosette  laid  on,  beneath  which  is  an 
eye  like  that  of  a  large  button,  to  pass  through  the  metal  or 
leather  or  cloth,  and  be  caught.  Perhaps  the  circle  was 
always  incomplete  as  we  see  it,  and  the  object  may  have 
been  used  for  decorating  the  cap  of  an  Elizabethan  soldier. 
It  is  of  brass. 

Of  the  23  which  are  engraved  (there  is  no  fig.  12)  fig.  8  is 
silver,  and  figs.  14,  18,  19,  20,  21,  lead.  All  the  others  are 
brass.  Four  are  from  Mr.  Smith's  collection,  4,  18,  20,  23 ; 
five  from  my  own,  3,  7,  8,  9,  16 ;  and  all  the  rest  from  Mr. 
Mayer's.  Fig.  17  is  Eomano-British,f  and  is  supposed  to  be 
part  of  a  curved  fibula, J  like  figs.  8  and  10,  Plate  III.  It  con- 
tains some  remains  of  enamel  in  four  yellow  points. 


IX.— SPINDLE  WHORLS.— Plate  XIV. 

1.  General  Remarks.    When  the  distaff  was  in  use,  as  it  is 

still  on  the  continent,  and  before  the  introduction  of  the 

spinning-wheel,    (which  has  already  become  an  object  of 

*  Grose's  Military  Antiquities,  I.,  j     t  A.  W.  F. 
164.    Quo.  Scott.  I     tC.  R.S. 
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antiquity,)  the  spindle  and  its  whorl  or  whirl*  were  common 
domestic  implements.     Wlien  there  was  no  whirl  on  the 
spindle,  so  that  the  roll  of  yam  could  be  drawn  from  off  it,  it 
was    called    a    slipper-spindle.f      But 
what  is  called  the  "  wharrow-spindle," 
or  whorle-spindle,  is  thus  described  :  J — 
"  This  differeth  from  those  preceding  in 
respect  of  the  crook  above,  and  of  the 
wharrow   imposed   on  the  lower  part         FromB«*ketboimie. 
thereof.     This  sort  of  spindles  women  do  use  most  commonly, 
to  spin  withal,  not  at  the  torn  (large  wheel)  as  the  former,  but 
at  a  distaff  put  under  their  girdle,  so  as  they  often  spin  there- 
with going.  §    The  round  ball  at  the  lower  end  serveth  to  the 
fast  twisting  of  the  thread,  and  is  called  a  wharrow." 

In  Mumters  Cosmographia,  pp.  557  and  581,  there  is  a 
curious  woodcut,  representing  an  old  man  and  woman  spin- 
ning with  the  distaff  in  the  open  air,  while  a  child  is  rolling 
the  thread  on  a  primitive  reel.  The  whorl  is  distinctly  shown 
on  both  spindles.  In  Eetzch's  illustrations  to  Schiller's  Lay 
of  tJie  Bell,  the  time  of  which  is  assumed  to  be  mediaeval,  the 
wherl  is  attached  to  the  spindle,  and  the  distaff  is  fixed  in  a 
stool.  In  Mr.  Eoach  Smith's  collection  of  London  antiquities,  || 
there  were  several  of  these  implements,  one  of  which  was  found 
attached  to  the  spindle.  In  the  Shuitleworth  Accounts,  at 
November,  1569,  it  is  mentioned  that  in  buying  some  "  leries  " 
[Irish]  "  yarne,"  he  pays  for  "  spindles  and  wherls,  ij'*." 

A  Roman  spindle- whorl  was  discovered  at  Caerwent,^  con- 
sisting of  a  disc  of  red  ware,  and  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  graves 


♦  The  terms  whorl  and  whirl  are 
used  indiscriminately!  both  of  which 
differ  considerably  in  form  from 
Gwillim's  term.  It  may  be  interesting 
to  know  the  forms  in  which  it  appeared 
in  old  writings.  In  an  Anglo-Saxon 
vocabulary  of  the  eleventh  century, 
the  corresponding  Latin  and  Saxon 
words  are  "  verberaturum  thwiril^** 
Mayer's    Vocabularies,   290;    and    in 


the  Pictorial  Vocabulary  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  it  is  **  hoc  vertebrum, 
Aiigl.  a  aworowylU,**  Ibid.,  269. 

t  Gwillim's  Book  of  Heraldry, 
p.  299. 

X  Ibid.,  p.  300. 

§  That  is,  while  moving  about. 

II  Catalogue  of  London  Antiq.  p.  70. 

T  ArchsBol.,  XXXVL,  430. 
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veiy  many  have  been  founA  One 
at  Long  Wittenham  in  Berks,*  of 
dark  green  glass,  was  in  a  woman's 
grave ;  and  another  t  is  not  de- 
scribed A  third,  like  one  foimd 
EaxthMiirare,  .lightly  ««u<td.  q^^  Brighthampton,J  consisted  of 
crystal,§  cnt  in  facets.  In  the  Inven- 
torium  SepiUchrale,  several  beautiful  i 
examples  are  engraved,  most  of  them" 
consisting  of  bone  and  clay.  They 
appear  to  have  been  frequently  made 
of  stone,  as  the  German  name  is  Spindelstein. 

Numerous  examples,  of  bone,  are  preserved  in  the  Museum 
of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy,  some  large  and  some  small. 
There  is  also  a  bone  spindle ;  and  in  one  case  a  bone  whorl 
on  a  bone  spindle.  In  general,  they  are  formed  from  the  hard 
bones  of  quadrupeds.  ||  The  stone  ones  are  known  in  Ireland 
by  the  popular  name  of  "  fairy  mill-stones." 

In  the  process  of  spinning,  the  thread  was  inserted  in  a  slit 
at  the  top  or  side  of  the  spindle,  so  as  to  keep  the  old  part 
firm  in  its  position,  while  the  new  portion  was  being  twisted. 
It  was  then  released  from  the  slit,  an  additional  portion  was 
wound  on  the  spindle,  the  thread  was  inserted  as  before,  and 
a  new  portion  was  spim.  Sometimes  there  were  holes  for  the 
thread  in  the  whorl,  as  has  been  shown  by  Lord  Braybrooke ; 
and  indications  of  a  similar  kind  appear  in  several  of  the 
objects  here. 

The  distaff  and  spindle  are  frequently  alluded  to  in  litera- 
ture, both  ancient  and  modem ;  and  they  were  symbolical  of 
female  offices  and  duties.  From  the  beautiful  description  of 
the  virtuous  woman  in  the  Book  of  Proverbs,^  we  see  that  the 
distaff  and  spindle  were  currently  used  in  the  domestic  opera- 


•  Arch«ol.,XXXVm.,  p.  340. 
t  Ibid.,  p.  844. 
X  Ibid.,  p.  86,  97. 
§  Ibid.,  p.  335. 

H  Wilde's  Catalogue,  pp.  116,  253, 
274,  349. 


IT "  Sbe  seeketh  wool  and  flax,  and 
worketh  wiUinglj  with  her  hands." 
.  .  .  "  She  layeth  her  hands  to  the 
spindle,  and  her  hands  hold  the  dis- 
taff."— Prov.  xxxi.  13,  19. 
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tions  of  the  Hebrews ;  and  they  were  known,  as  we  are  well 
aware,  in  Egypt,  Greece,  and  Eome.  Among  the  remains  of 
ancient  Mexico  is  a  spindle  and  whorl ;  the  latter  hemisphe- 
rical, with  its  flat  side  down  Wards.  It  appears  to  be  of  terra- 
cotta,* with  ornaments  between  two  parallel  circles.  Among 
the  paintings  illustrative  of  the  ancient  Aztecs,  there  are  four 
which  represent  a  mother  teaching  her  daughter  to  spin.  The 
girl  at  first  refuses,  she  is  then  encouraged  by  rewards  of  sweet 
cakes,  and  finally  she  is  pimisheA  The  spindle  is  used  with- 
out the  distaff.-f-  At  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  America, 
one  of  the  curious  objects  which  the  Mexican  goldsmiths  had 
fabricated  with  rude  tools,  was  an  ape  with  jointed  hands  and 
feet,  holding  a  spindle.^  The  Indians  of  Puebla  generally 
twirl  the  spindle  in  a  saucer,  a  piece  of  gourd  or  of  pottery,  or 
any  hollow  object.§  The  flat  surface  of  their  whorl  is  upper- 
most, and  the  hemispherical  part  towards  the  point  of  the 
spindle.  ||  Certain  tribes  in  New  Mexico  not  only  spin  in  this 
way,  but  use  the  upright  loom  like  that  of  ancient  Iceland 
and  the  Faroe  isles;  the  men  also  knit  their  own  stockings, T 
like  the  men  of  Yspytty,  in  North  Wales. 

Schiller  in  his  Lay  of  the  Bell,  representing  the  mediaeval 
practices  of  his  own  country,  which,  however,  still  survive, 
thus  speaks  of  the  matron  :  ** — 

She  winds  round  the  spindle  the  threads  at  her  leisure, 

And  fills  odonferons  coiFers  with  treasure, 

And  storeth  the  shining  receptacles  full, 

Of  snowy-white  linen  and  pale-coloured  wool ; 

And  blends  with  the  useful,  the  beauteous  and  pleasing, 

And  toils  without  ceasing. 


•Schoolcraft,  VI.,  PL  xxxriii., 
fig.  3. 

t  lb ,  IV.,  441. 

Jib.,  IV.,44«. 

§  Those  who  know  the  American 
Bpinning-top,  and  who  have  seen  how 
long  it  keeps  ap  its  rotation  in  a  hol- 
low of  metal  or  pottery,  wiU  see  the 
advantage  of  this  arrangement.  The 
improvement  in  the  toy  may  have 


been  suggested  by  this  or  some  simi- 
lar fact. 

II  Schoolcraft,  IV.,  PL  xzxvii.,  ^gs. 
4,5. 

T  lb ,  rV.,  76. 

♦♦  Numerous  other  details  are  given 
in  '*Two  Essays  on  Spinning  and 
Weaving,"  in  the  UUter  Journal  of 
Ardutology,  Vol.  V,  by  the  present 
writer. 
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Among  the  remains  of  the  Habitations  Lacustres  in  Switzer- 
land, numerous  spindelsteins  have  been  found.* 

2.  Varieties,  Objects  of  this  kind  are  frequently  found  in 
the  ancient  graves  of  all  parts  of  England  ;  and  Mr.  Faussett 
remarks  that  he  found  them  only  in  the  graves  of  women-f* 
and  children.  He  calls  them  in  many  places  little  quoits, 
and  each  one  a  discus  ;   but  at  length  he  suspects  that  he  is 

in  error,  and  ap- 
proaches very 
near  a  correct 
explanation  J  of 
them.  He  found 
them,  like  our 
own,  of  various  Lena-^iidn. 

materials,  ivory,  lead,  clay,  &c.;  but 
the  great  majority  of  them  were  of 
earthenware  of  some  kind.    Of  the  twelve  objects  shown  in 
these  woodcuts,  seven  represent  earthenware  spindle  whorls. 
They  are  also  of  various  shapes;  ^^z.,  cylindrical,  plano-convex, 
or  flat  on  one  side 
and  convex  on  the 
other ;    with    two 
flat  sides    and    a 
rounded  edge,  likei 
the.    example    in  j 
ivory,    and    of    a' 
shape  partly  coni- 
cal   In  the  matter 
of  ornamentation, 
they  are  decorated i^  cylindrical  whori,  E«rthenw.r>. 


♦  Troyon,  PI.  viii.,  figs.  8, 11 ;  PL 
zii. ;  and  pp.  127, 159, 466,  471. 

t  I  nerer  found  any  of  them  but  in 
women's  and  child  ren*8  grayeB,  and 
chiefly  in  the  latter ;  from  ivhence  I 
have  been  induced  to  beliere  that  they 
were  a  kind  of  toy. — Inv.  Sepul, 
p.  151. 

X  It  has  since  occurred  to  me  that 


this,  and  the  many  other  things  like 
this  that  I  have  found,  (and  mentioned 
in  thair  several  places,)  may  possibly 
have  been  formerly  used  and  played 
with,  as  children  among  us  play  with 
button-molds,  yiz.,  by  passing  a  piece 
of  wood  through  their  centre,  and 
spinning  them  with  their  finger  and 
thumb.— /ft.,  p.  57. 
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CyUndilcal,  with  eoneentito 
circlM;  Earthenware. 


with  checks,  concentric 
circles,  lines  diverging 
fix>in  a  centre,  the  old  pat- 1 
tern  of  centre  and  circum- 
ference, &c.  But  in  general 
they  are  plain,  notrequir-  snuucjiindiiciawbori,! 
ing  any  ornamentation. 

In  a  grave  at  Kingston  Down,  two  of  the  spmdles 
were  discovered  which  Mr.  Faussett  somewhat 
quaintly  called  "ivory  sticks;"  but  Mr.  Aker- 
man,  who  understood  their 
true    purpose,  gave    them 
their  proper  name  of  spin- 
dles.* 

3.  Objects  in  this  Collect 
tion.  In  this  collection  there 
are  forty-four  in  all;  viz., 
thii-ty-four  of  lead,  seven  of 
terra-cotta,  and  three  of  stone.    Lead  was  there- 
fore much  the  commonest  material ;  but  the  ob- 
jects made  of  it  were  less  attractive  in  appearance 
than  those  of  rarer 
material     Of  these, 
twenty-two  are    the 
property  of  Mr.  Smith, 
eighteen    belonsr    to  — 

fe       ^^x*       x/cxvxjj^      vv  Hemiepherictf, checked;  of biJied day. 

Mr.  Mayer,  and  four  to  myself.  The  nine  which 
iTory  Spindles.  ^^^^  hccn  cngravcd  will  serve  to  show  these 
distinctions  sufficiently.  Figs.  3  and  4  are  of  stone,  the  latter 
apparently  of  dark  slate.  Figs.  1,  2,  5, 8, 
and  9  are  of  terra-  k  cotta;  the  last  of  which 
shows  circular  marks  i  A  produced  in  moulding 
it  Figs.  6  and  7  are  '  ■  of  lead.  The  first  four 
are  from  Mr.  Mayer's  ^  collection,  the  two 
leaden  ones  from  Mr.  Smith's,  and  the  re- 
maining^^ (Figs  5,  8,  9)  fix)m  my 


Inventorium  Sepulchrale,  p.  93. 
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own.     The  objects  1 — 4  are  Romano-British,*  or  Eoman,f  but 
it  is  difficult  to  assign  any  date  to  the  others,  the  use  of 
such  objects  having  ranged  over  many  centuries.     But  from 
the  time  when  industrial   arts 
began  to  be  plied  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  the  time  when  the 
use  of  the  spindle-whorl  ceased,  i 
say    from    the    fourth    to    the  I 
eighteenth  century,  all  these  ob- 1 
jects  must  have  been  manufac- 
tured.     These  are  wide  major 
and  minor  limits  ;  but  it  would 

be  unsafe  to  bring  them  nearer.        Binuh  baked  e«tii-Pi«to-c<«T«. 
Possibly  some  of  the  objects  were  used  occasionally  for  other 
purposes. 

X.— BEADS  AND  PENDANTS.— Plate  XV. 

1.  Introdtiction,    At  some  period  of  its  civilization,  almost 
every  nation  has  delighted  in  the  use  of  beads.     They  are 
still   common    among    the    humbler 
classes  in  this  country  ;  and  travellers 
know  the  avidity  with  which   they 
are  sought  after  by  savage  nations. 
I  The  ancient  Irish  must  have  possessed 
^  them  in  large  quantities,  as  they  are 
still  found,  often  at  depths  far  below 
i«f  B«4.fro»aKim.tonT«iD«ia..  ^^iQ  soil  disturbcd  by  modern  cultiva- 
tion.    Other  members  of  the  Celtic  family  also  used  them,  for 
they  are  found  in  situations  which  the  Eoman  and  Saxon 
people  did  not  reach.     Very  large  amber  beads  were  found  at 
Titterstone-clee  Hill,  Salop,  supposed  to  be  Celtic  beads  which 
had  formed  part  of  a  chaplet.  J    Eoman  beads  have  frequently 
been  found,  as  recently  of   glass,  at  Uriconium.§     Some  of 

♦  J.  Y.  A.  I     t  Proceedings  Soc.  Ant.,  II.  186. 

t  A  W.  F.  I     §  Wright's  Guide  to  Uriconiuin,p.  86. 
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them  are  laige,  as  if  for  single  suBpension^  and  others  smaU^ 
as  if  to  be  threaded  on  a  string*  Frequently  they  are  manu- 
factured of  fine  pottery.  It  is  supposed  that,  in  the  Eoman 
and  more  recent  times,  they  formed  a  considerable  article  of 
commerce.  Martyrs  in  the  catacombs  are  found  with  strings 
of  them  round  their  necks  ;  and  the  use  of  them  appears  to 
have  been  general*  Two  female  figures  on  an  elegant  Greek 
vase  appear  to  have  beads  down  the  front  of  their 
dresses,  and  others  round  their  necks  ;  also,  a  string  of  beads 
has  been  found  in  an  Etruscan  tomb.f  On  the  obelisk 
procured  by  Layard,  the  figures  on  the  several  sides 
which  are  bringing  tribute,  appear  to  have  their  dresses 
edged  with  beads.J    The  beads  discovered  with  Anglo-Saxon 

remains  are  numerous,  as 

we  shall  see.     One  is  a 

large  blue  and  white  bead 

from  Kingston  Down,  and 
"BkdetonofaB^-      isshowuherc;  and,  besides 
the  complete  or  fractured  ones,  there  is  some-    bim  and  wute  B««d. 
thing  which  is  called  by  Faussett  a  "  skeleton  of  a  bead."    It  is 
of  brass  ;  was  found  in  a  woman's  grave  at  Sibertswold ;  and 
contains  in  its  central  tube  some  of  the  threads  on  which 
it  had  been  strung. 

2.  Material  and  Shape.  Chaucer  mentions  that  the  Prioresse 
wore  a  pair  of  beads  of  coral;  but  he  appears  to  mean 
bracelets  of  beads.  Besides  the  materials  mentioned,  we  have 
others  of  amber,  and  of  yeUow  glass,  apparently  in  imitation 
of  it;  as  in  those  foxmd  among  the  antiquities  from  Italy, 
Styria,  and  Mecklenburg.§  Twelve  of  those  discovered  with 
the  Frankish  remains  at  Envermeu  were  of  a  hardened  paste, 
covered  with  a  yellow  enamel  in  the  form  of  eyes,  and  other 
patterns.  II     Two  were  of  dark-green  glass,  encircled  by  bands 


*  Cochet:    La   NormAndie    Sou- 
terraine,  273. 
t  Journ.  Arch.  Assoc,  XII.  6. 


t  Illustrations,  &c.,  PI.  liii. — M. 
§  Arch.,  XXXVI.,  356. 
II  Ibid.,  XXXVn.,  103. 
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of  white  enameL*  One  discovered  in  the  Kentish  graves,  with 
earthen  and  with  red  and  white  glass  beads,  was  a  long  silver 
one ;  some  of  the  threads  with  which  it  had  been  strung  still 
remaining  within  it-f*  Those  discovered  with  the  mortuary 
urns  at  Stade,  on  the  Elbe,  were  of  glass.  Among  the  great 
rarities  and  riches  in  the  closet  of  Queen  Mary,  are  enume- 
rated "  bracelets,  caskanets,  and  laces  ;  beads  of  gold,  habilli- 
ments,  girdles,  furrs,  buttons."]:  Among  the  antiquities  of 
Mexico,  are  several  strings  of  beads  of  solid  golA§  In  the 
collection  of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy  is  an  encaustic  porcelain 
pin  bead,  on  a  bronze  pin ;  ||  also  beads  of  bone  about  half  an 
inch  in  diameter.  Beads  of  bone  and  horn  have  been  frequently 
procured  from  the  Crannogues,^  but  they  are  seldom  pre- 
served. On  a  skeleton  found  in  the  barrows  of  Dorset,  a 
cowrie  shell  perforated  appeared  to  have  been  worn  as  a  bead.** 
Beads  are  common  among  the  American  Indians,f^  and  an 
Ojibbewa  belle  appears  to  have  several  shoulder-straps,  and 
other  articles  of  dress,  bordered  with  beads.  J  J  Beads  made 
from  human  teeth  ground  down  have  been  discovered  ;  and 
pendants  made  from  perforated  bears'  teeth  are  common.§§  An 
Indian  warrior's  baldrick  or  girdle,  and  his  garters,  are  usually 
ornamented  with  small  beads,  ||||  and  fringed  at  the  ends.  In 
an  ancient  copper  mine,  which  had  been  worked  before  the 
time  of  Columbus,  bone  beads  and  pendants  were  found.  In 
India,  berries  like  those  of  our  arbutus  are  still  used 
as  beads  ;  and  the  practice  was  known  to  the  ancients  also. 

In  shape  they  are  spherical,  orange-shaped,  onion-shaped, 
flat  like  a  disc,  or  a  slice  cut  off  a  cylinder,  and  occasionally 


*  Several  enamelled  beads  of  great 
beaatj  hare  been  found  in  ancient 
graTes  in  America,  bnt  they  are  all 
•apposed  to  be  of  European  origin. 
Schoolcraft,  L  lOS,  104. 

t  InTentoritun  Sepulcbrale,  p.  lOS, 
PL  xi.,  fig.  «. 

t  Heame's  Glossary. 

§  Schoolcraft,  IV.,  448. 


n  Wilde's  Catalogue,  p.  164. 
IT  ibid.,  338,  339. 
•♦  Arch«ologia,  XXX.,  330. 
tt  Schoolcraft,  m.  69. 
it  Ibid.,  v.,  146,  PI.  rrii. 
§§  Ibid..  I.,  104,  PI.  xxiv.,  figs.  25, 
26  ;  and  PI.  xxy,,  figs.  26,  27, 28. 
go  Ibid.,  I.,  68, 104. 
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Ornamented  Bead. 


irregular.  An  amber  bead  found  in  a  tumulus  at  Mold,*  and 
now  in  the  British  Museum,  is  pierced,  and  in  the  form  of  a 
flattened  spheraf  They  are  fluted,  striated,  dotted,  clouded, 
and  otherwise  ornamented.  The  an- 
nexed bead  was  found  in  a  woman's 
grave  with  several  others,  and  with 
spindle  whorls,  &c.  J  It  is  blue,  with  a 
yellow  zig-zag  streak  through  it  In 
some  respects  intermediate  between  the  bead  and 
the  mere  pendant,  is  an  object  like  that  in  the 
margin.  It  is  a  hemispherical  piece  of  blue 
glass,  with  a  thin  frame  and  back  of  silver.  It 
was  found  in  a  woman's  grave. 

Hilf  Bead,  framed. 

3.  Positions  in  which  found.  In  some  instances  they  have 
clearly  been  worn  as  a  necklace ;  §  and  in  general  they  are 
found  with  the  remains  of  women  and  children.  At  Long 
Wittenham,  in  Berks,  glass  and  amber  beads  were  found  in 
the  graves  of  women,  ||  accompanied  by  toothpicks,  ear- 
picks,  tweezers,  and  occasionally  by  bimches  of  keys.  The 
Abb4  Cochet  found  a  string  of  beads  on  the  neck  of  a 
woman  in  the  Frankish  cemetery  of  Aubin-sur-Sciaf^  In 
that  of  a  yoimg  woman,  two  amber  beads  were  found  ;**  in 
that  of  another,  glass  beads  ;f  f  and  in  that  of  a  female  child 
three  glass  beads.  J  J     In  a  woman's  giuve  there  were  twelve 


DUgn  11.       IL 


*  In  a  Scottish  satire,  written  bj 
James  IngUs  about  1510,  amber  beads 
are  represented  as  common,  and  are 
called  "  apiU-renyies  **  or  apple  strings. 
The  editor  of  the  Chronicle  of  Scottish 
Poetry  remarks,  (vol.  I.,  p.  384,)  that 
"the  French  phrase  pomme  tTcunbre 
means  an  amber  bead,  in  shape  and 
coloar  like  an  apple.  By  analogj  or 
imitation,  the  word  opzV/  or  apple 
appears  to  lAye  had  the  same  signifi- 
cation   with    OS.      The   fashion   of 


wearing  amber  necklaces,  by  degrees 
went  down  to  among  the  lower  sort 
of  people  in  Scotland;  it  is  now 
almost  exploded  even  among  them." 

t  Proceedings  S.  A.,  IV.,  132. 

t  Invent.  Sepal.,  p.  181. 

§  Arch.,  XXXVIL,  109. 

II  Ibid.,  XXXVm.,  331. 

IT  Proceedings  S.  A.,  III.,  98. 

♦♦  Arch.,  XXXVIII.,  337. 

tt  Ibid.,  XXXVm.,  338. 

1 1  Ibid.,  XXXVIIL,  339. 
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-amber*  8md  two  glass  beads ;  and  in  another,  280  amber 
beads  f  of  various  sizes.  In  one  instance,  glass  and  amber 
beads  were  found  on  the  breast ;  J  and  in  the  Anglo-Saxon 
cemetery  at  Brighthampton,  Oxon,  near  the  hands  of  the 
skeleton,  were  nine§  large  amber  beads,  supposed  to  have 
formed  bracelets.  In  two  instances,  the  beads  appear  to  have 
been  att6W5hed  to  the  sword-knot  of  a  warrior,  for  they  were 
found  near  the  pommel,||  in  the  situations  which  they  would 
have  occupied  had  the  cords  remained.  In  the  Anglo-Saxon 
graves  of  Kent,  seven  irregular  amber  beads  were  foimd  in 
a  child's  grave,  along  with  a  perforated  copper  coin  of  Dio- 
cletian, f  the  whole  of  which  had  evidently  been  suspended 
round  the  neck  It  may  be  sufficient  to  state  generally, 
that  beads  were  found  in  large  numbers  in  128  of  the  Kentish 
graves ;  ••  and  that  several  of  the  most  elegant  of  these  are 
represented  along  with  the  letterpress,  and  also  on  Plates  v. 
and  VL  in  the  iTwerUorium  Sepulchrcde. 

*The  Abb^  Cochet  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  beads 
foimd  by  him,  especially  at  Londini6res,tt  of  which  two  neck- 
laces are  represented,  and  he  cites  numerous  passages  from  the 
ancient  writers  in  repudiation  of  the  idea,  that 
( beads  Were  used  formerly  as  now,  viz.,  as  mere 
amulets  of  savages.  Mons.  Fred.  TroyonfJ  shows 
that  beads  were  strung  occfltsionally  on  large  rings, 
and  their  suspension  on  smaller  rings  is  noticed 
22Sd^^iS?S.  ^®^®  under  the  head  of  ear-rings. 

Besides  these  ornamental  purposes,  beads  were  employed, 
and  still  are,  as  religious  aids — the  rosary  consisting  of  one  or 


*  Archieolog.,  XXXVIII.,  340. 
t  Ibid.  XXXVni.,  343. 
t  Ibid.  XXXVni.,  343. 
§  Ibid.  XXXVII.,  395. 
H  Ibid.  XXXVIII.,    88  —  96,   see 
PI.  ii. 
If  Inrentoriam  Sepalchrale,  p.  14. 


**  In  25  graves  at  Qilton ;  51  at 
Kingston;  38  at  Sibertswold;  6  at 
Barfriston ;  2  at  Beaksboarne ;  4  at 
Chartham ;  and  2  at  Crundale. 

tt  La  Norm.  Souter.,  272  &  273. 

XX  Transactions  of  the  Soc.  Antiq. 
of  Zurich,  1841. 
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more  decades.  Every  tenth,  or  sometimes  the  eleventh,  was  a 
larger  one,  or  gaud.  Those  of  men  i-arely  contain  more  than 
ten  beads,  or  sometimes  eleven,  but  ladies  generally  have 
double  or  treble  decades.  In  the  mommiental  brasses  there 
are  numerous  examples  of  both  men  and  women,  especially 
the  latter,  who  have  Eosaiies  dependent  from  their  girdles.* 
In  Ireland,  the  beads  of  a  rosary  are  called  padreem  (Irish, 
paittHn,  as  if  the  little  father,  in  memorial  of  the  prayer) ;  and 
in  England  and  Scotland  the  use  of  the  rosary  was  asso- 
ciated with  pattering  prayei-s,  evidently  in  allusion  to  the 
monotony  with  which  they  were  muttered."}* 

(4)  Beads  in  this  Collsctioii, — ^The  beads  proper  in  this  col- 
lection amount  to  about  42  in  all ;  but  othei-s  enumerated 
among  the  spindle  whorls  may  have  been  beads  also.  A  very 
interesting  one  was  excavated  by  a  rabbit  in 
Hilbre  island  in  1863 ;  of  course,  since  these  i 
remarks  were  written.  It  is  glass,  of  a  bright  | 
cobalt  blue,  veined  with  enamel  of  yeUow, 
banded  by  a  small  thread  of  green;  both  BaaaframHrnueidnd. 
enamels  being  opaque,  and  the  glass  transparent.      To  an 


*  On  a  brass  at  East  Tadenham 
Charcb,  Norfolk,  the  husband  has  a 
rosary  of  twelve  dependent  from  his 
girdle,  and  each  of  his  wives  one  of 
sixty.  On  the  Jarmon  brass,  Ged- 
dington,  Northampton,  a  dagger  is 
suspended  with  the  rosary. — HudsoiCi 
Mon,  Brasses,  Frequently  the  rosaxy 
Is  pendent  from  the  belt  by  a  hook.-^ 
Shaw*  8  Ih-esses  and  DecarationSy  vol.  EL 
The  wife  of  Richard  Rysle,  in  Great 
Cressingham  Church,  Norfolk,  has 
eighty  beads  on  her  rosary ;  a  lady  in 
St.  Clement's  Church,  Norwich,  has 
forty;  and  £1  Wliite,  at  Shottisham 
Church,  Norfolk,  has  fifty.  The  wife 
of  William  Yelverton,  at  Rougham, 
Norfolk,  has  fifty. — CotmarCs  Brasses, 
Anne  Duke,  in  Frenze  Church,  Nor- 
folk, appears  to  have  25,  some  of  which 


are  hid   by   her  Aulmoniere. — See 

Arch,  Jxmmtd,  U.  246. 

f  Bid  ytmr  "beadg  ukA  XA  your  n wia, 
Your  holy  atcs,  and  jvttc  ereeds; 
Holy  iiuid,  this  mnstbe  doM, 
If  yon  meui  to  lire  a  nnn. 

0.  p.  Merry  DevQyof  Edmonton^ 

1608. 

Sam  pttteriiwith  his  mowth  on  befell. 
That  hes  bla  qpynd  all  on  oppression. 

Dunbar :  Tydingsfra  the  Sasiom, 
Prelttie  snldhe  patteraHs,  and  for  the  p^yl  psay. 

Gawin  Douglas:    Satirt   on   the 
Tymes, 

Than  myehi  hnshandi  labour  thair  ftelda, 
And  preistia  mycht  pattir  and  pray  thcix  fllL 

Ban,  MSS,f  John-Up-on'Umds  Oom- 
plaint* 

FlUEoslaee  yov wlthliady Oarc, 
Hay  bid  yov  beads,  and  patter  pnyor, 
X  gallop  to  the  host. 

Scott :  Zfarmion. 
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intermediate  class  of  objects  usually  of  lead,  the  name 
"  roimdels  "  has  sometimes  been  given.  Of  those  reckoned,  7 
are  of  brass,  13  of  lead,  8  of  terra-cotta,  13  of  glass,  and  1  of 
stone.  None  have  been  found  of  amber,  those  which  were 
thought  to  be  so,  turning  out  on  examination  to  be  yellow 
glass.  Of  the  whole  number,  20  belong  to  Mr.  Smith,  13  to 
Mr.  Mayer,  and  9  to  myself.  Of  the  objects  engraved  on  Plate 
XV.,  figs.  1,  8,  and  14  are  lead ;  figs.  2,  3,  4,  and  9,  are  glass  ; 
figs.  7  and  10  are  terra-cotta ;  fig.  13  is  ivory,  and  figs.  5  and 
11  are  brass.  Fig.  7  was  a  beautiful  bead  of  my  own  which 
was  accidentally  broken,  and  the  fracture  shows  the  firing  in  its 
manufacture.  Of  the  remainder,  figs.  2,  3,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  re- 
present objects  in  Mr.  Mayer's  collection ;  and  the  seven  not 
enumerated  are  Mr.  Smith's. 

Of  this  interesting  group  of  beads,  the  whole  have  been 
obtained  from  women's  graves.  The  largest  is  striated  with 
red,  white,  and  yellow  ;  and  the  two  smaller  ones,  one  of  which 
is  broken,  are  earthenware,  striped  with  yellow. 


Oronp  of  Aziglo«Saxon  B«ftda. 

5.  Other  Pendent  Ohjects. — It  was  not  unusual  at  many 
periods  of  the  past  to  suspend  other  small  objects,  after  the 
manner  of  beads,  on  the  knotted  silver  rings ;  and,  as  might 
be  expected,  these  also  are  usually  found  in  the  graves  of 
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Portion  of  surer  Pendant 


women  and  children.     The  annexed  objects 

are  both  of  silver ;  and  each,  without  being 

perforated,  is  prepared  for  suspension.    The 

larger  was  found  in  a  woman's  grave,  and 

the  smaller  in  a  child's ;  and  both  were  near 

the  neck.     Two   others   of   the 

same    material,    and    found     in 

similar  circumstances,  are  more 

or  less   fractured.     The   decora- 

SUter  Object*  for  nwpensloB,  *^^^   of  OUe,    foUUd   iu   a   WOmau's 

grave,  bears  some  resemblance  to  a  female  bust,  and  the 
other  has  been  stamped,  as 
if  by  a  punch,  with  five 
bosses,  of  which  four  re- >^ 
main.    It  has  been  suggest-  'J 
ed  that  they  were  amulets;  I 
but  the  idea  of  ornament 
appears  to  supply  sufficient  motive.     In 
one  instance,  the  object  thus  pendent  was 
jgm     very  small ;  but,  as  before,  it  was  of  silver,  and  was 
(^m\  found  near  the  neck  of  a  female  skeleton.     As  in 
v5^  many    similar   cases,    fragments    of 
^pJSkSr'  chain  were  found  along  with  it.     In 
another  case  the  bmss  instrument  for  suspend- 
ing was  very  peculiar ;   but  what  the  objects 
attached  were,  we  do  not  know. 

It  will  be  seen  that  four  of  the  objects 
engraved  on  Plate  XV.  are  supposed  to  be  of  stupendimr-intoaent 
this  class.  Figs.  6,  12,  and  15,  are  brass,  including  the  little 
pendent  objects  attached  to  them  ;  and  fig  13  is  ivory.  If  it 
be  doubted  that  they  were  used  for  decoration  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  cui  bono — ^we  must  extend  the  inquiry,  and  apply 
it  to  beads  also;  the  use  of  which  has  been  promoted,  as 
we  know,  by  the  principal  members  of  the  human  family. 


Portion  ofEmboFted 
surer  Pendant. 
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XL— SPURS  AND  HORSE  FTJRNITURK— Plate  XVL 
•    1. — SpuRa 

1.  Ancient  Spurs. — 
The  spur  is  not  pro- 
perly an  article  of 
personal  decoration, 
nor  is  it  a  portion  of 

ia«guitBnmMSi>w.  with  baoklM  and  loops  of  Iron.  horse-fumiture.  It 

liolds  a  sort  of  intermediate  position  between  the  two.  The 
most  ancient  spurs  with  which  we  are  acquainted  are  Roman 
ones.  One  of  them,  like  the  Norman  prick-spur  with  which 
we  are  familiar,  was  found  at  Hod  Hill  in  Dorset,  and  is 
described  by  Mr.  Roach  Smith;  and  others  at  Oxford* 
Others  have  been  found  at  Roman  stations,  but  are  supposed 
to  be  more  modem;  as  that  found  at  Chesterford,  and  de- 
scribed by  Lord  Braybrooke  in  his  Antigua  Explorata.f  An 
ancient  one,  beautifully  formed,  was  found  at  Chavannes  in 
Switzerland,  by  Mr.  Frederick  Troyon.  Another  was  found  at 
the  Roman  station  by  Lymne,  but  in  close  connection  with  a 
Saxon  coin.  J  One  in  the  Museum  at  Shrewsbury,  has  the 
two  bars  which  embrace  the  foot  of  unequal  lengths. 

A  veiy  ancient  kind  of  spur  in  use  in  this  country,  was  a 
simple  goad  fixed  in  leather;  one  of  which  is  noticed  by 
Me3rrick,  Vol.  L,  p.  118.§  A  spur  of  the  eighth  century  is 
engraved  by  Strutt  from  an  ancient  manuscript.  ||  Several 
Norman  spurs  are  engraved  by  Meyrick,  and  in  Skelton,  VoL 
IL,  PL  Ixxx.  Their  form  in  the  eleventh  century  may  be 
seen  in  Dr.  Brace's  Account  of  the  Bayeux  Tapestry y  page  104 
It  is  said  that  the  goad-spur  continued  in  use  till  the  time  of 
Stephen;  but  it  was  employed,  at  least  occasionally,  much 
later.    In  the  time  of  Stephen  we  find  it  on  the  seal  of 


*  Archseological  Journal,  XIII.,1 79. 
-  t  Journal  of  the  Arch.  Assoc.,  III. 
179. 

t  Arch«olog.,  XXXV.,  898. 

§  It  was  in  connection  with  the 


sewing  of  this  on,  that  mention  if 
made  of  "  my  goodly  sporyart  needle," 
in  the  old  play  of  Qammer  Garton*8 
Needle. 
0  Dress  and  Costumes,  I.,  pi.  xiii. 
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Richard,  Constable  of  Chester,*  and  it  is  figured  on  the  great 
seals  of  Henry  II.,  Eichal-d,  and  John.  At  Mentmore,  in 
Bucks,  a  spur  of  the  tweKth  century  was  discovered-f  Mr.Eoach 
Shiith's  collection,  which  contained  spurs  from  the  eleventh  to 
the  seventeenth  century,  embraced  several,  both  Norman  and 
Saxon ;  and  several  are  i-isible  on  monumental  brasses.  Thus 
'  Sir  JohnD'Abemon,  1277,  and  Sir  Roger  de  Trumpington,  1289, 
wear  the  goad-spur.  Also  on  the  incised  slab  of  Sir  Jeha4e 
Bitton,}  in  Bitton  Church,  Somerset,  1227,  there  is  a  goad- 
spur  ;  as  well  as  on  another  at  Avenbury  in  Herefordshire.  § 
We  find  the  same  spur  on  Sir  Robert  de  Bures,  1302,  at  Aston 
in  Suflfolk.il  On  an  ivory  casket  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
described  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,1I  there  is  a  goad-spur  on  the 
knight's  heeL  Sir  William  Calthoi'pe,  of  Bui-nam  Thorpe, 
Norfolk,  1420,  also  wears  one. ,  Thus  we  trace  its  occasional 
lise  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

In  the  Royal  Museum  at  Copenhagen  there  is  a  small 
bronze  spur,  the  bars  of  which 
would  scarcely  extend  beyond  the 
back  part  of  the  heel  ;**  but  the 
bronze  spur  was  often  small  as 
compared  with  the  iron  oiie.  ft 
MejTick  says  that  the  rowelled 
spur  was  invented  in  the  time  of 
^  Henry  III.,  and  that  it  appears 

From  a  kneelinffflmreo^JolmfltaUmm,  1408,  upon    his    great    SCal  I     but    OUC    of 

the  earliest  examples  is  that  on 
the  brass  of  Sir  John  de  Creke,  1327.JJ  It  was  not  common 
before  the  time  of  Edward  I.  The  goad  and  rowell  both 
appear  on  the  brass  of  Bryan  Stapelton,  1438,  in  Ingham 


*Fairholt's  Costume  in  England, 
445. 
+  Archaeol,  XXXV.,  381. 
t  Boat^U's  Brasses,  159. 
§  Archaeolog.,  XXXI.,  268. 
II  Bontell,  Frontispiece. 


1  Essays,  Vol.  11.,  98. 
••  Woreace,  Afbild.,  95. 
ft  Gnide    to   Northern    Arcliteo- 
logy — EUesmere,  p.  53. 
tt  Oxford  Brasses,  Ixix. 
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Church,  Norfolk;  the  goad  bending  over  the  rowell  like  a 
cock-spur*  The  rowell  appears  in  conjunction  with  a  stop, 
to  prevent  the  spur  from  sliding  up  and  down,  on  the  brass 
of  Edmund  Clere,  1488,  in  Stokesley  Church,  Norfolk,  f 

2.  AUusions  to  the  subject, — ^Part  of  the  imports  of  the 
milliners  from  Milan,  appear  to  have  consisted  of  spurs ;  but 
Bipon,  in  our  own  coimtry,  afterwards  became  celebrated  for 
their  manufactura  Hence  the  proverb,  "  As  true  as  a  Eipon 
loweU." 

The  business  of  the  spurrier  was  a  distinct  trade,  though  he 
attended  at  the  same  time  to  the  other  metallic  parts  of  horse- 
furniture.  Spurs  of  gold  and  silver  existed,  besides  those 
which  were  gilt  or  plated ;  and,  in  special  cases,  they  were 
adorned  with  precious  stones.  Those  of  the  baser  meteils  were 
common.  In  the  Expenses  of  the  Wardrobe  of  King  Edward 
IIL,  a  large  number  of  gilt  and  white  spurs  are  given  in 
charge}  to  the  person  to  whose  department  they  belonged. 

In  the  ShiUtleworth  Accounts,  for  December  160^  a  pair 
of  spurs  costs  2s. ;  in  November  1612,  another  pair  costs  12d. ; ' 
and  in  September  1617,  a  pair  of  brass  spurs  costs  14d.     In 
January  1599,  there  is  the  following  entry : — "  The  spurrier  for 
tyiminge  towe  brydall  byttes  of  my  Mr.,  xvj^."§ 

The  spurs  formed  an  important  part  of  the  equipment  of  the 
horseman;  and  in  Fitzherbert's  Boke  of  Hmbandry,  1532,  they 
are  enumerated  among  the  necessaries  which  a  gentleman's 
servant  should  look  to  before  going  to  ride,  and  should  know 
by  rote.  II  To  win  his  spurs  was  to  secure  knighthood,  an 
important  step  in  the  life  of  a  yoimg  man ;  and  the  ceremony 
of  buckling  them  on,  stiU  preserved  at  the  election  of  a  knight 


*  Cotman  Brassef . 

flbid. 

X  Archsolog.,  XXXI.,  100. 

§P.  116. 

I  Pan*,  dagg^,  doik,  nighteap,  kerchlei;  ihodng- 

hom,  bndget,  and  ihoes ; 
BpMT,  mail,  hood,  haUer,  aaddledotht  tpiin,  hat, 

with  thy  hone^ombj 


Bow,  aiTowf,  sword,  bucklei^  ham,  leaah,  i^rea, 

tiring,  and  thy  bracer ; 
Pen,  paper,  ink,  parchment,  leedwaz,  pumioe,  books, 

thon  rexnember ; 
Penknife,  comb,  thimble,  needle,  jthread*  point,  lest 

that  thy  girth  break  I 
Bodkin,  knife,  lingel;  girt  thy  hoTM  meat;  see  he  be 

shoedwell; 
Make  merry,  sing  an  thon  can ;  take  heed  to  thy 

gear  that  thou  lose  none. 
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of  the  shire,  waa  one  of  great  interest     We  are  told  of  the 
knights  of  Buccleugh  at  Branksome, — 

Ten  of  them  were  sheath'd  in  steel, 
With  belted  sword  and  spur  on  heel.* 
While,  at  the  same  time. 

Thirty  steeds,  both  fleet  and  wight, 
Stood  saddled  in  stable  day  and  night. 
Chauc^  describes  the  Wyf  of  Bathe  as  having 
On  hire  fete  a  pair  of  sporres  large  ; 
and,  in  another  part  of  the  Canterbury  Talcs, 
he  gives  ns  a  glowing  account  of  a  tournament 
Now  ringen  trompes  loud  and  clarioun  ; 
Ther  is  no  more  to  say,  but  est  and  west, 
In  gon  this  speres  sadly  in  the  rest ; 
In  goth  the  sharp  spore  into  the  side, 
Ther  see  men  who  can  juste  and  who  can  ride. 
So  important  was  the  spur,  that  the  ancient 
term  for  riding  was  derived  from  it     Thus 
Chaucer  says  in  the  Rime  of  Sir  Topas : — 

he  priked  as  he  were  wood, 

His  faire  steede  in  his  priking, 
Bronze  Rowdied  Spur,  ^0  swatts  that  meu  might  him  wring, 

with  loop,  and  hooi*  gis  sides  wore  al  blode. 

And  in  Eobei-t  of  Gloucester's  Chronicle,  it  is  said 

An  stede  he  gan  prikie  wel  vor  the  maistrie.t 

The  first  lines  in  Spenser's  Fa^ry  Que€7ie  are, 

A  gentle  knight  was  pricking  on  the  plaine 

Ycladd  in  mightie  armes  and  silver  shielde. 

The  term  was  also  transferred  from  the  exercise  of  riding  to 

the  horseman;  thus,  Lord  Marmion  J  says  to  James  V.  of 

Scotland, 

Nottingham  hath  archers  good. 

And  Yorkshire  men  are  stem  of  mood, 
Northumbrian  prickers  wild  and  rude. 
Shakspeare  employs  the  two  terms  in  the  same  line 
What  need  we  any  spur  but  our  own  cause,  to  prick  us  to  redre88.§ 


«  Scott's  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel, 
i.,  4^ 
t  Heame,  p.  553. 


t  Scott's  Marmion,  v.  17. 
§  Julius  CflBsar,  ii.,  1. 
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3.  Remarks  on  Peculiar  Spurs, — In  this  collection  there  are 
thirteen  in  all,  of  which  not  one  is  perfect.    The  six  forms  en- 
graved on  Plate  XVI.  are  all  of  the  goad  form ;  and  hence  it  is 
i^parent  that  Norman  chevaliers  were  familiar  with  the  sea- 
coast  of  Cheshire,  at  Meols.    Figs.  6  and  7  present  greater  fea- 
tures of  resemblance  than  any  other  two,  though  they  are  not 
quite  alike ;  nor  is  it  necessary  that  they  should  be  so,  £ts  it  is 
generally  understood  that  the  ancient  equestrians  wore  the 
q?ur  only  on  one  heeL    The  Hibemic  argument  in  such  a 
case  is  unanswerable,— 'that  if  the  one  side  of  the  horse  go 
forward,  the  other  will  not  stay  behind.*    From  the  primitive 
and  inartistic  form  of  the  goad  in  figs.  6  and  7,  it  may  perhaps 
be  allowed  to  conjecture  that  they  are  Saxon,  and  older  tj^pes 
ttian  the  others.    In  figs,  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  there  is  the  common 
fiBature  of  a  neck,  and  a  conical  or  pyramidical  head  to  the 
stimulus ;  but  the  necks  are  not  of  the  same  length  or  thick- 
ness, nor  are  the  heads  of  the  same  form.    In  fig.  2,  the  section 
of  the  cone  gives  us  a  low  isosceles  triangle ;  in  fig.  3,  it  is  a- 
high  one,  and  must  have  been,  in  its  perfect  state,  at  least  an 
inch  long.    The  head  of  fig.  1  is  nearly  perfect  at  present,  but 
nothing  can  be  inferred  from  that  of  fig.  4.  All  these  are  iron. 
Figs.  5  and  8  are  portions  of  rowelled  spurs  of  brass  or  bronze. 
The  former  is  a  star  of  six  points,  and  the  latter  of  seven. 
Among  the  miscellaneous  objects  in  metal,  engraved  Plate 
XXIX.,  is  one,  fig.  4,  which  appears  to  have  been  part*  of  a 
spur.    It  is  of  iron,  inlaid  with  silver,  and  on  it  appears  a 
human  face. 

Three  of  the  spurs  or  portions  belong  to  Mr.  Mayer,  viz.,  figs. 
5  and  8,  Plate  XVI.,  and  fig.  4,  Plate  XXIX  Nine  belong  to 
Mr.  Smith,  including  the  six  goad  spurs  on  Plate  XYL ;  and 
one  object  is  my  own. 


*  No  insUmce  appears  to  be  known 
of  the  Konnan  spnr  occorring  in  pairs; 
and  on  a  carious  ivory  carving  of  the 


thirteenth  century,  each  of  the  knights 
has  but  one  spur. 
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The  Towelled  &^urs  of  post-Nonnan  times  of  cotirse  assomed 
many  forms,  only  a  few  of  which  axe  shown  here,  though 
various  others  are  described.  In  the  example  given  at  the 
head  of  this  article,  the  rowell  stem  is  large,  and  fonns  an 
elbow;  there  are  five  well-defined  goads  oa  the  rowell;  and 
there  is  a  rude  cross  at  the  hinge  which  fastens  it  The  sides 
of  the  fork  are  curved  so  as  to  fall  below  the  projecticms  of 
the  ankles ;  they  and  the  stem  are  decorated  with  bead-work ; 
and,  while  the  body  of  the  spur  is  bronze,  the  loops  and 
buckle  are  of  irou»  The  buckle  is  also  peculiar  in  form.  The 
one  which  is  given  in  connection  with  the  aolleret  or  plated 
shoe,  teUs  its  own  tale.  It  was  in  use  aft  the  close  of  the 
fourteenth  centuiy ;  it  has  a  strap  which  passes  over,  and 
another  imder,  the  foot.  It  is  fastened  by  a  cruciform  dBsp ; 
the  bow  is  bent  as  before;  and  the  shank,  which  is  not 
curved,  admits  a  solid  rowell  of  eight  geometricajl  points. 
The  next  specimen  was  found  at  St.  Wuktan's,  county  of 
Kildare,  on  the  river  liffey.  The  bow  is  considerably  curved, 
and  there  are  apertures  on  the  lower  side  for  the  attachment 
of  straps  or  chains.    There  are  metal  hooks  at  the  extremities 

of  the  bow,  and  rude  decora- 
tions at  its  opposite  sida 
The  rowell  is  of  moderate 
siza  This  is  a  common  type. 
The  next  example  is  a  very 
beautiful  one.  It  is  of  an- 
tique bronze,  with  a  short, 
narrow,  and  straight  bow; 
\  and  with  a  large  and  beauti-. 
Eiegiat  Bpv  of  Anttqie  Bro&M.  ful  rowcll  of  eight  blunt  bars. 

It  is  6 J  inches  long;  and  the  fork,  which  is  2 J  wide,  is 
imsymmetrical  in  its  two  bars.  This  is  not  unfrequently  the 
casa  On  one  side  is  a  mortice-hole,  as  if  for  the  passage  of  a 
strap ;  and  from  the  other  is  a  loop,  whence  two  pieces  of 
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raetal  are  pendent.  The  shorter,  like  a  tag  or  buckle^shank, 
has  ar  space  for  the  insertion  of  a  strap ;  and  the  other, 
which  is  hinged  in  the  middle,  ends  in  a  round  buckle,  like 
some  of  our  ChesMre  types*.  The  strap  appears  to  havi^  passed 
fipom  the  shorter  piece  of  metal  imder  the  foot,  through  the 
mortice-hole  at  the  other  end  of  the  bow,  and  then  to  have 
been  buckled  to  the  other  piece  of  metal  which  passed  over  the 
iitstep.  Even  these  smaller  portions  are  in  the  Wghest  state  of 
pteiservafion,  with  minute  tooling  at  the  edges.*  This  appeal's 
to  have  been  one  of  a  pair,  found  in  the  same  neighbourhood 
at  an  interval  of  many  years.  They  were  both  in  the  collection 
of  Dean  Dawson,  and  are  now  the  property  of  the  Eoyal  Irish 
Academy. 

2. — Horse  Furniture  generaxly. 

1.  Peculiar'  Forms. — ^This  appears  to  be  the  place  to  ti'eat 
of  Horse  Fumituie  generally,  though  there  are  few  articles  in 
the  collection  which  bear  unequivocal  proofs  of  having  belonged 
to  that  class.  That  sevei-al  of  the  Buckles,  Tags,  Studs,  &c., 
did  so,  is  a  reasonable  inference ;  yet  it  is  possible  to  separate 
in  idea,  men  and  their  necessary  equipments  from  horses, 
especially  at  a  remote  spot  on  the  seashore.  On  the  site  of  a 
battle-field,  or  at  the  scene  of  some  accident,  it  would  be 
more  natuittl  to  find  them  associated.  Still,  there  are  objects 
in  this  collection,  such  as  figs.  4,  5,  6,  Plate  XXVIII.,  which 
seem  to  belong  to  the  harness  of  horses  more  than  to  any 
other  known  purpose.  All  these  fragments  are  of  brass.  There 
are  also  numeitms  smjill  pieces  of  metal,  not  unlike  that 
shown  in  the  last  cut,  as  intended  to  hold  a  strap ;  and,  from 
the  bridle-bits  pi'eserved  in  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy,  it  would 
seem  that  the  reins  were  inserted  in  these  pieces.  Each  such 
piece  of  metal  moved  on  the  ring  of  the  bit,  and  contained 
three  or  four  rivet-holes. 

•  Wilde'a  Catalogue  of  the  R.  I.  A.,  pp.  601,  602. 
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The  annexed  illustration  shows  a  cheek-piece, 
with  the  rein  placed  at  some  distance  iBrom  tho 
mouth-piece,  so  as  to  give  a  greater  leverage ;  and 
the  metallic  shanks  for  giipping  the  reins  have 
one  and  two  rivets  respectively.  This  is  composed 
of  simple  bars,  four  inches  and  three  quarters  wide, 
I  and  ending  in  dogs'  heads.  Another  fragment 
shows  part  of  the  mouth-piece,  and  the  two  rein- 
holders  as  before.     Each  of  them  has  space  for 

•b«^££!^!£I&«n.one  rivet  only.     This  is  more  than  four  inches 

wide;    on   one  side 


triangular  and  deco- 
that  so  slight  an 
culated  to  sustain  a 
ancestors  had  the 
ries  as  well  as  of 
must  have  chosen 
most  suitable.  The 
shewing  decoration, 
the  style, "the  Horse- 


r 


flat,  but  on  the  other 
rated.  One  wonders 
arrangement  was  cal- 
heavy  strain;  but  our 
experience  of  centu- 
their  own  times,  and 
what  they  found  the 
next  example  is  one 


and  is  called,  from 

Bridle-bit  and  B«inholden.     pattcm."    ThiS  is  OUly 

a  fragment;   but,  when  complete,  it  measured  nearly  five 
inches  in  width.    None  of  the  rein-holders 
are  attached. 

With  these  examples  we  may  compare 
a  very  peculiar  piece  of  iron  foimd  at  Gil- 
ton-town  in  Kent,  by  Faussett.  There  were 
two,  of  which  one  is  figured  here,  each 
about  six  inches  long,  and  held  together  by 
an  iron  chain.  To  one  of  the  pieces  a 
copper  coin  of  Nero  was  riveted.  Faussett 
adds — *'  There  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt 
but  that  this  was  the  bit  of  a  bridle,  and  a  ^"^  of  Bridie,  Hone  i»«u*n». 
great  curiosity."* 


•  Inventoriam  Sepulchrale,  p.  27. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPURS  AND  HORSE  FURNITURE.  173 


Put  of  Bridle  Bit,  Oilton-town. 

In  the  Royal  Irish  Academy  there  are  many  such  objects, 
consisting  "chiefly  of  decorated  rings,  or  triangular  loops; 
with  three  star-like  staples  attached,  in  several  of  which,  bls 
well  as  in  those  belonging  to  bridles,  portions  of  thick  buff 
leather  remain,"*  The 
accompanying  illustration, 
on  half  the  scale  of  the 
original,  was  part  of  the 
breeching.  Several  small 
trefoil  objects  in  brass  exist 
in  this  collection,  the  actual  I 
use  of  which  is  unknown. 
They  consist  of  an  irregular 
ring  in  each  case,  the  cir-  MtaiofB^wuiMj- 

cumference  of  which  is  bent  into  three  loops,  and  from  each 
of  these  a  strap-holder,  like  those  connected  with  the  bridle 
bits,  is  pendent  Such  objects  frequently  occur  on  Monu- 
mental Brasses,  as  at  the  throat  of  a  knight.  At  two  of  the 
pendents,  there  are  buckles,  which  receive  the  two  ends  of 
his  collar  of  SS  j  and  from  the  third  a  jewel  is  suspendei 
It  is  clear  that  they  would  serve  in  like  manner  for  any  other 

♦  Wilde's  Catalogue,  p.  612. 
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threefold  object  In  some  antiquities  brought  from  Maqon 
in  France,  about  1855,  by  R  A.  Macfie,  Esq.,  the  same  struc- 
ture is  shown;  three  shells  being  attached  to  the  central 
ring  at  the  bisection  of  their  circumferences,  and  being  riveted 
to  the  leathar  at  the  part  which  forms  their  hinge& 

In  the  year  1848,  the  workmen  engaged  upon  the  railway 
near  Navan,  on  the  Boyne,  diccovered  some  horse-harness  of 
bronze,  together  with  seven  highly  gilt  and  beautifal  metallic 
objects,  evidently  used  for  the  same  general  purpose.*  We 
possess  nothing  so  elegant  in  the  present  collection. 

An  elegant  Spanish  bridle-bit,  now  in  my  possession,  was 
foimd  a  few  weeks  ago  in  sinking  the  foundations  of  some 
houses  in  Mount  Vernon,  liverpooL  It  was  near  a  part  of 
Prince  Rupert's  position  during  the  siege  of  Liverpool,  and  is 
believed  to  have  belonged  to  one  of  the  cavaliers  who  accom- 
panied him.     The  material  is  iron  and  steeL 

2.  Allumtis  to  the  stibfect  in  Literature. — Chaucer,  in  the 
Knightes  Tgle,  speaks  of — 

The  fomy  stedes  on  tbe  golden  brxdel 
GnawiDg : 
and  in  the  Rime  of  Sire  Thopas,  he  represents  a  horseman  as 

foUows : — 

His  jambeaz  were  of  cnir  bouly, 
Hi*  swerdea  sh6th>of  ivory, 

His  helme  of  latonn  bright, 
His  sadel  was  of  rewel  bone, 
His  bridel  as  the  sonne  shone, 
Or  as  the  mone  light. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  gilt  bridles  and  peytrels  were 
forbidden  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  the  latter  being  the  instru- 
ment which   guarded   the   breast   of   the .  horse — -pectorale. 
Alexander  Neckham,  in  the  twelfth  century,  gives  a  minute 
account  of  a  horseman's  equipment,  and  it  may  not  be  out  of 
place  to  quote  the  prominent  portions-f  of  it 
Eqaitaturos  .  .  .  ocreas  h&bet  et  oalcarioy  aive  stiinulos  hortatprios 

•  Wilde's  Catalogue  R.  L  A.,  p.  57a.  |      t  Mayer's  Vocab.,  100. 
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qaibfiB  eqao  insideat,  neqtie  sneontaDti,  neque  eespitanti^  aequo  recal- 
citrant!, nequerecursaati,  neque  reculanti,  Deque  BtimaloB  Deganti,nftqae 
repedanti^neque  antepedanti,8edbene  ambulauti^et  ad  mittendumhabili 
.  • .  Strepe,  sive  scansilia*  a  sella  apte  dependeant . . .  Pectorale  autem, 
et  cetere  falere  usui  equitantis  necessarie  non  obmittantur.  Camnm  vel 
Capigtrum^fteivam  vel  lapatum,  sive  salivare,  spa  mis  sangaineis  iDfectaiUy 
habenas,  et  cingulam,  et  lingulam,  pnscalam  et  palvillaiD,  et  truaaolam 
apoute  pretereo  .  .  .  Strigilem  ferat. 

Among  the  early  Saxon  remains  at  Barrow  Furlong,  was 
the  skeleton  of  a  horse ;  the  bit  was  in  his  mouth,  and  iron 
articles,  including  a  buckle,  lay  near  his  jaws-f  Bits  of  the 
Anglo-Norman  period  have  also  been  discovered.  J  One  of 
the  London  companies  was  that  of  the  Lorimers,  or  persons 
whose  chief  occupation  it  was  to  make  bits  and  bridles.  §  The 
term  is  still  preserved  in  the  Scottish  surname,  Lorimer ;  and 
one  of  the  incorporated  trades  of  Edinburgh  still  retains  the 
appellation. 

The  testures  were  tubes  to  hold  head  ornaments  (see 
Capistrum,  in  the  quotation  above).  Among  the  horse-gear  of 
the  Duke  of  Brabant,  1292 — 3,  the  following  entry  ||  appears — 

Pro  ij.  cindonia  fortlbus  emptifl  ad  oooperiendas  iiij.  paria  heroeeii, 
cum  sellis  cristis,  testeris,  .  .  .  de  armatara  Duels  Brebautie,  preduiu 
pecii,  x».  vj* xxj*. 

It  furthet  appears  that  the  crests  which  decorated'  the  horses* 
heads  were  made  of  parchment.  "  Item,  pro  vj  pellibus 
parcameni  ad  cristas  faciendcis,  xviij*." 

In  the  Shuttleworth  Accounts,  in  the  ehumeriation  of  horse- 
furniture,  "  fyve  hamishes  "  cost  3s.  6d. ;  and  in  the  Expenses  of 
the  Great  Wardrobe  of  Edward  III.,  a  black  saddle  is  gilt  for 
a  palfirey.  T    It  is  true  that  our  predecessors  vied  with  each 


♦  Scansile,  or  "  stigh-rope,*'  here 
called  **  strepe,"  whence  stirmp.  Me- 
tal stirraps  were  nnknowa  in  England 
till  abont  the  sixteenth  centnrj. — 
Foibroke*a  Cyclop,  Antiq. 

t  Archasolog.,  XXXIII.,  330. 

t  Bontell*s  Introd.,  845. 


$  Adeq,  NxiHmltlM  Mid  lortatria, 
AdeHf  the  ftinkaad  cordin«xls, 
That  tellls  tbe  iwlMiM  over  deir. 
Sir  D.   Lindsay:    Parliament 
Correction. 
II  Camden  Miscel.,  ii.,  14,  18. 
t  Archaol,  XXXI.  99. 
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•  other  in  the  splendour  of  the  equipments  of  both  themselves 
and  their  horses ;  but  the  following  is  only  a  poetic  exagge- 
ration— 

Oowden  graithed  Lis  horse  before, 

Aud  siller  shod  behind  ; 
The  horse  young  Waters  rade  npon 
Was  deeter  than  the  wind. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  the  bones  of  horses  which 
have  been  discovered  are  usually  small,  indicating  an  animal 
like  the  palfrey,  or  the  ancient  hobby  of  Ireland.    We  are 
impressed  with  the  same  idea  in  looking  at  the  sculptures 
from  Nineveh,  and  many  ancient  pictures ;  indeed  large  horses, 
supposing  them  to  have  existed,  would  have  been  imsuited  to 
this  and  similar  districts. 

The  decorations  of  horse-straps  have  been  alluded  to,  and 
they  may  be  seen  in  the  old  pictures  which  illustrate  Frois- 
sart,  and  other  books  of  that  age  or  class.  The  bridles  were 
frequently  himg  with  bells  and  other  pieces  of  metal,  that 
made  a  noise  during  the  progress  of  the  horse,  as  in  the 
examples  alluded  to  under  the  head  of  BeUs,  There  are  also 
numerous  allusions  to  this  subject  in  our  old  English 
poetry : — 

Her  bocnis  were  of  beryl  stone, 
Sadyll  and  brydyll  war    .... 
With  sylk  and  sendel  about  bedone, 
Hyr  patreyl  was  of  a  pall  fyne 
And  hyr  croper  of  the  ai*ase, 
On  euery  syde  forsothe  hong  belts  thre. 

Prophecy  of  Thomas  the  Rhymer. 
She  heard  a  smit  [smiting  or  clashing]  o*  bridle  reins, 
She  wished  might  be  for  good. 

0.  B,    Lord  William, 
About  the  dead  hour  o*  the  night, 
She  heard  the  bridles  ring. 

0,  B,     Young  Tamlane, 
I  stamped  wi'  my  foof ,  master, 
And  gar'd  my  bridle  ring. 

O.B,     The  Broomfield  Hill 
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'Tis  merrj,  'tis  merry,  in  fkiry  lunJ, 

When  fairy  birds  are  singing. 

When  the  court  doth  ride  by  their  monarch's  side. 

With  bit  and  bridle  ringing. 

Scott,    Alice  Brand, 


XII.  KNIVES.— Plate  XVIL 

1.  IrUrodmtion. — Of  the  early  flint  knives,  only  one  specimen 
exists  in  this  collection,  indicating  the  existence  of  people  in 
the  stone  age  of  civilizatioa  It  is  represented  Plate  XXL,  fig.  8. 
Knives  of  bronze  are  comparatively  rare,  and  none  are  found 
in  this  collection ;  but  iron  knives,  which  were  much  more 
common,  have  remained  till  our  times  in  large  numbers. 

2.  Form,  Size,  Jtc. — ^The  iron  knife  depicted  by  Worsaae* 
is  like  fig.  6  on  Plate  XVII,  when  it  was  perfect.  This  also' 
was  iron.  Knives  have  been  found  at  the  Eoman  villa  at' 
Hartlip,  Kent,t  and  Eomano-British  iron  knives  near  Settle, 
in  YorkshiraJ  At  Barrow-Furlong,  in  Northamptonshire, 
twelve  early  Saxon  knives  were  found  together.  They  were 
from  5^  to  2 J  inches  long,  and  from  i  to  i  broad.§  A  knife 
found  at  Gilton-town,  in  Kent,  and  described  in  the  Invento- 
riwm  SqnUchrale,  p.  7,  is  like  our  fig.  3,  while  others  given 
there  on  Plate  xv.,  figs.  3  and  8,  resemble  our  fig.  1.  A  steel 
knife  was  found  at  Hamham  Hill,  near  Salisbury,||  but  not 
resembling  any  of  these.  Certain  Roman  knives  found  at 
Hod  Hill  in  Dorset,  are  broader  than  any  of  these,  convex 
on  the  edge,  and  concave  on  the  back.^  Some  Turkish  knives 
at  the  International  Exhibition  were  toothed  like  a  reaping 
hook  The  an- 
nexed example 
is  very  peculiar 
in  shape,  being 
broad  and  thick, 
and  inclining  to 


Knife  of  mnwaal  abape. 


*  Afbildninger,  p.  71. 
t  Collectanea  Antiqua,  IL 
X  Ibid.  I.,  Plate  xxx. 


§  Archcologia,  XXXII.,  332. 
I  Ibid.,  XXXV.,  278. 
^  Archaeol.  Journal,  vol.  III.  97. 
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the  point  at  half  a  right  angle.  It  was  found  in  one  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  graves  of  Kent  In  an  old  illustrated  edition 
of  the  Bible  (1519),  the  monk's  rasorium  or  scraper  resembles 
No.  5  on  Plate  XVII.  Mr.  Smith's  collection  of  London  anti- 
quities contains  numerous  knives,  mostly  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  Some  of  them  are  of  steeL  Alexander  Neckham* 
speaks  of  a  pnming-knife,  which  should  be  coulter-shaped. 
The  example  given  here 
from  Chartham  Down,  is 
of  the  pruning-knife 
shape :  it  was  4i  inches 

^  ^  CoaUcrthAped  Knife. 

long,  and  }  broad.    Eobei-t  of  Gloucesterf  records  that  King 

Edmund  was  slain  by  a  long  pointed  knife.    A  lancet-shaped 

knife,  perhaps  like  that  which  slew  King  Edmund,  ia  also 

given   in  the 

annexed    cut.^ 

Its  length  was 

six  inches.  At  L«»«t.sii»pedKiiift. 

Wiggington,  Herts,  a  bronze  knife  was  found  about  3^  inches 
long,  resembling  the  half  of  a  pair  of  mediaeval  shears ;  having 
a  straight  edge,  a  curved  back,  and  a  sharp  pointj  The 
specimens  that  have  come  to  light  embrace  generally  Roman, 
Eomano-British,  Anglo-Saxon,  Danish,  and  English  mediseval. 
In  the  last  class  is  the  "Sheffield  thwitel"  mentioned  by 
Chaucer,§  which  connects  us  locally  with  modem  times.    We 


•  Mayer's  Vocabularies, p.  111. 
t  Kobert  of  Gloucester,  p.  310. 
t  Proceedings  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries,  IV>,  254. 

S  A  Sheffield  thwltol  b«e  h«  ia  hifl  hoM, 

The  Reeve'8  Tale, 

« In  the  8am%  belt  was  stack  one  of 
those  long,  broad,  sharp-pointed,  and 
two-edged  knives,  with  a  buck's  horn 
handle,  which  were  fabricated  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  bore  even  at  this 
early  period  the  name  of  a  Sheffield 
whittle.**— /i-a«Ao«,  I.  p.  9. 


The  word  was  formerly,  and  is  stiU 
in  use  as  a  Scotticism : 

Ane  rowftgr  qahlttm  to  adieir  tbe  luffl. 

Bcmnatynt  MSS,y  Wowing  of  Jok  and 

Macaulay  adopts  it  in  his  **  Lays  of 
Ancient  Rome" — 

Herd  I17  a  flesber  on  a  Mock 

Hed  laM  hie  whittle  down, 
Virginias  eanght  the  whittle  up,    . 

And  hid  it  in  hie  sown. 

It  is  also  in  frequent  use  in  the 
United  States,  as  in  the  expression 
**  whittling,"  or,  abstractedly  cutting 
a  piece  of  wood. 
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learn  from  the  old  play  of  the  Four  PP,,  that  pedlara 
carried  about  knives  as  part  of  their  wares ;  and  in  the 
Ancren  Riwle,  of  the  thirteenth  century,  we  meet  with  a 
semi-Saxon  proverb  :  "  Ofte  a  ful  skilful  smith  smeothith  a 
ful  woe  [weak]  knif."  The  Frere,  in  the  Canterbury  Tales, 
had  his  tippet  stuflFed  full  of  knives  and  pins,  partly  for 
presents,  and  no  doubt  partly  for  exchange ;  and  such  objects  are 
enumerated  among  the  *'  great  rarities  and  riches  "  of  Queen 

Mary. 

His  tippet  was  ay  farsed  fal  of  knives 
And  pinnes,  for  to  given  fayre  wives.* 

In  Foxe*8  Book  of  Martyrs,  p.  555,  a  man  is  represented  as 
doing  penance ;  and  from  the  girdle  round  his  shirt  he  bears 
suspended  a  knife,  as  well  as  a  purse  and  a  rosary.  The  Eev. 
Cotton  Mather,  in  describing  the  Massachussets  Indians  more 
than  two  centuries  ago,  says,  "  these  shiftless  Indians  were 
never  possessed  of  so  much  as  a  knife  till  we  came  among 
thenu  Their  name  for  an  Englishman  was  knife-Timny^ 
M.  Troyon  describes  and  figures  an  ancient  iron  knife,  with  a 
slit  at  the  end  of  the  handle  for  suspensioa  J 

3.  Knife-Handles, — It  is  clear  from  Worsaee,  p.  71,  that 
several  knives  had  bone  handles,  and  in  the  interesting  find 
at  Barrow-Furlong,  in  Northampton,  they  appear  all  to  have 
had  handles  of  wood  Each  was  fastened  in  by  an  iron  spike, 
or  tang,  at  the  bottom  of  the  blade,  and  it  is  probable  that 
each  blade  had  been  enclosed  in  a  wooden  sheath.§  Eoman 
knives  with  a  similar  tang,  either  with  a  knob  at  the  extremity, 
or  a  knob  and  loop,  were  found  at  Ilichborough.||  Mr. 
Faussett  describes  and  figures  a  brass  knife-handle  foimd  at 
Kingston  Down ;  but  it  is  pretty  certain  that  it  is  not  Saxon, 
however  it  found  its  way  into  the  ancient  grava     Among 


*  Prologae  to  the  Canterbury  Tales, 
t  Schoolcraft,  I.»  384. 
X  Habitations   Lacustres,   p.  476, 
pi.  XT.,  fig.  8, 


§  Arch.,  XXXIII.,  832. 
II  Antiquities  of  Richborough,  &c., 
p.  99. 
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the    antiquities    from 
Italy,  &c.,  was  a  bronze  ^ 
knife,  with  a  handle  of 

the  same  material,*  In  Brwi KnifciumdiA. 

the  singular  cutpurse  knife  preserved  by  the  Corporation  of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  the  handle  appears  to  be  of  bone,  orna- 
mented with  circles  somewhat  like  the  specimen  engraved 
Plate  XXXII.,  fig.  7.  In  the  collection  of  the  Eoyal  Irish 
Academyf  there  are  several  knife-handles  of  bone,  and  some 
of  ivory,  with  short  iron  blades  attached.  In  the  Crannogues, 
and  occasionally  in  street  cuttings,  similar  implements  of 
manufactured  bone  J  are  frequently  met  with.  Some  of  the 
bone-handled  knives  had  a  loop  at  the  end  for  suspension, 
like  that  figured  in  Mr.  Smith's  Catalogue  of  London  Antiqui- 
ties, p.  72,  It  would  appear  that  Irish  knives  were  popular 
in  the  fifteenth  century ;  for  in  the  Robin  Hood  ballads,  pro- 
bably composed  about  that  time,  the  outlaw  is  said  to  have 
possessed  one.  5 

4.  Position  of  the  Knife, — The  knife  was  usually,  if  not 
always,  suspended  in  a  sheath ;  but  as  the  latter  was  generally 
of  wood  or  leather,  there  are  few  examples  of  its  preservation. 
There  are  in  my  own  possession  several  beautiful  knives  of 
native  manufitcture,  from  the  Gaboon  country  in  Africa,  all  of 
which  are  enclosed  in  thin  wooden  sheaths.  They  are  two- 
edged  ;  and  at  the  distance  of  about  half  an  inch  fix)m  the 
edge  all  round,  there  is  a  thick  ridge  which  catehes  the  sheath 
and  holds  the  knife  tightly  in.  The  figure  on  the  margin 
represents  a  sheath  of  brass  of  the  actual  size,  which, 
from  its  appearance  when  found,  is  supposed  to  have 
been   enclosed  in  an  outer  wooden  sheath.      The    smaller 


♦  Archttologia,  XXXVI.,  351. 
t  Wilde's  Catalogue,  p.  268. 
t  Ibid.,  p.  261. 

$  BoUnpon^tethtBlridi  knife. 
Asd  nicked  Sir  Ovy  in  Um  Cue, 
That  he  wm  nercr  on  woouui  born 
Cold  kaom  whoM  be«d  It  wm. 


Bobin  pulled  forth  an  Irish  knll^ 

And  loaed  John  hand  and  foie, 
And  gare  him  Sir  Qvfn  how  Into  Ua  hand. 

And  bade  It  to  he  hit  booto. 

Bob^  Hood  and  Guy  of  Gitbcnu,- 
Ritton^l  ed. 
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object,  also  of    brass,   is   sup-    f^ ■ ^ 

posed  to  have  formed  the  top    \j      C3     ^ 
'  of  a  sheath ;  like  the  five  rings    '  ^  ^ 


which  surround  this  one  where  TopofKnifegheatiu 
the  handle  of  the  knife  strikes  it.  The  position  in 
which  knives  have  been  found  indicates  the  point  of 
their  suspension.  At  the  Fairford  graves,*  knives 
in  iron  appear  to  have  been  pendent  from  the  neck, 
or  they  were  sometimes  found  by  the  ribs ;  and  at 
Brighthampton,  in  Oxon,  they  were  found  near  the 
shoulder  and  between  the  knees.t  An  Anglo-Saxon 
skeleton  at  Long  Wittenham  in  Berks,  had  a  knife, 
a  buckle,  and  a  pair  of  tweezers,  all  of  iron,  in  the 
hands ;  and  these  lay  in  the  lap.  At  the  same  time 
two  skeletons  of  women  had  the  knife,  one  at  the 
left  hip  and  the  other  in  the  lap4    In  the  old  ballad 


Knife,  8  In.  long;  fomd  near  I«ft  Up. 

of  Sir  Hugh  of  Lincoln,  the  Jew's  daughter  is  said 
to  have  worn  the  penknife  by  her  spare,  i  e,  pro- 
bably suspended  from  the  girdle,  or  nearly  as 
butchers  and  sailors  still  wear  it.  In  the  Inventory 
of  Goods  of  Henry  Fitzroy,  Duke  of  Eichmond,  1527, 
the  following  entry  occurs : — "  Item,  A  gilt  wood- 
knife,  with  a  scabert  and  gyrdell  of  grene  velwet, 
the  buckle  and  pendentes  of  the  same,  gilt."§ 
»^^[;*j^  Messrs.  lindenschmidt  show,  from  the  position  of 
various  objects  in  connexion  with  a  skeleton,  that  a  comb,  a 
knife,  scissors,  and  other  ornaments  have  depended  from  the 
girdle.|| 

5.  Forks. — ^Forks  are  much  more  modem  than  knives,  never- 


•  Archaeologia,  XXXIV.,  79. 
t  Ibid.,  XXXVra.,  88. 
X  Ibid.,  XXXVIIL,  837. 


I  Camden  Miscellany,  voL  III. 

II  La  Normandie  Sonterraine,p.242. 
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theleas  some  very  ancient  ones  exist  In  the  collection  of  the 
Koyal  Irish  Academy  there  is  a  bone  knife  and  fork.  The  fol- 
lowing description  of  them  is  given : — **  A  dark-brown  coloured 
bone  knife  and  fork,  referred  to  at  page  267 ;  the  former  is  6  J 
and  the  latter  7^  inches  long.  They  are  in  the  most  perfect  state 
of  preservation,  and  do  not  appear  to  have  ever  been  used ; 
they  were  found,  along  with  the  bone  pins  in  the  same  row,  in 
the  Ballinderry  crannogue,  and  from  the  sharpness  of  the  angles, 
and  the  extreme  similarity  in  the  ornamentation,  it  would  seem 
that  there  was  a  manufactory  of  such  articles  there."* 

In  Mr.  Eoach  Smith's  collection  is  a  bronze  fork  of  the 
twelfth  century,  or  earlier  date.  In  1848  a  small 
iron  fork  was  found  in  a  Romano-British  settle- 
ment at  Wetton,  Stafford.  It  was  preserved  in  the 
museum  of  the  late  Mr.  Bateman,  Lomberdale 
House,  Derbyshiraf  A 
larger  fork  was  found  in 
excavating  the  Roman 
villa  at  Heddington  near  Oxford,  by 
Mr.  LI.  Jewitt ;  and  a  faggot  fork  in  a 
Roman  villa  at  Walesby,^  near  Market 
Rasen.  There  is  a  folding  spoon  and 
fork  in  the  possession  of  J.  D.  Gard- 
ner, Esq.,  of  about  A.D.  1600.  The  bowl 
fits  on  to  the  prongs  of  the  fork,  and  the  length  is  7J  inches.  § 
Forks  of  bone  are  found  in  Denmark,  quadrangular,  with 
one  end  pointed ;  and  near  them  knives  and  the  remains  of 
food.  II  The  New  Zealanders  had  no  name  for  forks  till  after 
the  arrival  of  the  English.  ^  M.  Troyon  figures  a  large  fork, 
but  it  appears  to  have  served  as  a  musket-rest** 


lUmiajiO'Biitidk 
fork.— WsUon. 


Boman  fiiggot-fbdr,— Walatbr* 


•  Wilde's  Catalogue,  p.  338. 

t  Reliquary,  Vol.  II.,  53. 

X  The  otlier  objects  shown  with  it 
here  are,  a  workman's  chisel,  the 
head  of  which  is  much  battered,  and 
some  nails  of  various  sizes. 

§  Catalogue  of  the  Special  E.xlii- 


bition  of  Works  of  Art  at  the  South 
Kensington  Museum,  p.  21. 

n  Guide  to  Northern  Archxology, 
Ellesmere,  p.  61. 

Y  Old  New  Zealand,  p.  142. 

**  Hab.  Lacus.,  475,  pi.  xi?.,  fig. 
23. 
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6.  Knives  in  this  collection. — ^The  number  of  knives  which 
have  been  found  and  preserved  is  31,  all  of  which  are  of  iron. 
Of  these  28  belong  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  3  to  Mr.  Mayer.  Of 
those  which  are  engraved.  No.  4  is  thicker  than  the  rest,  and 
may  possibly  have  been  a  workman's  tool*  Such  things  have 
frequently  been  discovered,  e,  g.  a  stone-cutter's  implement 
with  the  faggot  fork  just  noticed,  and  a  tool  found  at  Rich- 
borough.f  Fig.  5,  which  is  given  of  half  its  size,  has  a  plain 
wooden  handle,  which  was  saturated  with  moisture,  and  is 
cleft  by  drying.  It  is  difficult  to  determine  its  age,  but  it  is 
probably  more  than  a  century  old.  The  others  are  all  much 
more  ancient.  Of  those  which  are  engraved,  figs.  1,  3,  and  5, 
represent  objects  in  Mr.  Smith's  collection ;  and  figs.  2,  4,  and 
6,  similar  ones  in  Mr.  Mayer's.  Figs.  1,  3,  and  6,  are  Saxon,} 
though  6  may  be  Roman.§ 


Coapgnoa  fcnn  ef  Kntf^M^dr. 

XIIL  KEYS,— Plates  XVIII  XIX. 
1.  Introdtiction. — It  has  been  stated  sarcastically,  that  the 
use  of  keys  indicates  a  step  in  civilization — ^viz.,  the  propensity 
to  steal}  but,  without  attributing  to  them  a  prohibitive 
purpose  in  every  case,  it  is  obvious  that  they  are  very  ancient. 
The  lock  and  key  were  known  in  Egypt,  and  they  are  alluded 
to  in  the  Song  of  Solomon.  There  is  also  a  Eoman  lock  and 
key  in  the  interesting  museum  at  Shrewsbury ;  and  among 
the  ancients  there  were  many  such.  In  mediaeval  times, 
smithery  was  elegant  and  varied,  in  the  construction  of  keys 
and  of  similar  objects,  showing  great  skill  and  power  of 
invention  on  the  part  of  the  workers  in  metal  In  general, 
the  large  keys  were  intended  for  doors,  and  the  smaller  for 

•  C.  R.  8.  j      X  J.  Y.  A. 

t  Antiq.  of  Richborowgh,  90.  I      §  C.  R.  S. 
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coffers ;  but  it  would  be  dangerous  to  announce  a  precise  rule, 
as  the  two  classes  blended  insensibly  until  it  was  impossible 
to  distinguish  them. 

,  ->      2.  Fornu, — ^These  include 

\  ~~  ~""v^  the  ring"'or  handle,  and  the 

^■^  wards.    In  the  older  keys, 

EadyKay.wHiuwiEinc.  the  former  was   simply  a 

hole  like  the  eye  of  a  bodkin,  intended  to  admit  a  ring  of 
wire ;  but  it  was  not  used  for  leverage  in  locking  and  un- 
locking. Subsequently,  it  was  square  or  round,  or,  as  in 
modem  times,  elliptical  In  a  key  which  the  Saviour  holds 
in  his  hand  in  the  painted  window  of  Chetwode  Church, 
Bucks,*  both  the  ring  and  its  aperture  are  lozenge  or  diamond- 
shaped  In  the  keys  on  the  Episcopal  Seal  of  York,  it  is 
diamond-shaped,  but  the  aperture  is  cruciform.  On  the 
Episcopal  Seals  of  Gloucester  and  Bristol,  Peterborough  and 
Eipon,  it  is  a  union  of  four  circles,  forming  a  rude  cross  both 


K«7,  with  Blng. 

externally  and  internally.  In  some  instances,  as  in  that  given 
by  Worsace,  the  ring  is  filled  with  ornamental  tracery,  and 
occasionally  this  assumes  definite  shapes;  e,g.,m  the  beautiful 
collection  of  Chamberlain's  keys,  in  the  possession  of  Octavius 
Morgan,  Esq.  The  ring  of  these  usually  contains  the  cipher 
of  the  royal  personage  with  the  discharge  of  whose  duties  it 
was  connected.  For  example,  that  of  George  Prince  of  Wales 
(1714—1727),  contains  G.  P.  W.;  and  that  of  Queen  Caroline 
(1727 — 1760),  contains  C.  K.  In  many  of  the  Roman  keys 
the  ring  was  actually  worn  on  the  finger.    The  shank  disap- 

♦  Bontell's  Manual  of  Brit.  Antiq.,  PI.  iv. 
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Bna  Kor,  wtth  heart- 
gliaped  Blag. 


pears,  and  the  wards  are  at  right  an^es  to 
the  ring,  or  in  the  direction  of  the  length  of 
the  finger.    Of  the  smaller  keys  shown  here, 
one  has  the  ring  heart-shaped,  and  another 
diamond-shaped,  while  a  third   is  circular 
externally,  and  divided  by  five  trefoils  within. 
Another  has  a  circle  and  slit  within  an  irregu- 
lar arch.    The  first  is  from  Kent,  and  the  other 
three  are  from  Ireland. 
Tlie  shape  of  the  wards  was  very  varied.    The  ancient 
Danish  keys  resembled  a  piece  of  wire,  or 
nail  rod,  bent  into  a  rude  curve  at  the  end, 
and  slightly  cleft.      In  the  older  Saxon 
keys,  the  iron  was  bent  at  right  angles, 
with  one  or  two  claws  turned  back  in  the 
direction  of  the  shank,  as  in  the  first  and 
second  cuts  in  this  articla    In  the  key 
figured  on  an  ancient  coffer  of  the  four- 
teenth century,*  the  wards  resemble  two 
bars    inserted    perpendicularly  into    the 
shaft,  each  of  them  having  an  outer  one 
inserted  in  itself,  and  turned  down  parallel 
with  itself.     The  stem  of  the  key  in  Chet- 
wode  church  has  six  semicircular  notches, 
three  on  each  side,  each   of   which    is 
perforated  by  a  plain  cross.  In  the  ancient 
arms  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  the 
principal  indentation  is  in  the  form  of  a 
Tau,  or  St.  Anthony's  cross.   In  the  ancient 
key  of  Bromley  church,  Kent,  figured  in 
Hone's  Table  Book,f  there  are  only  two 
small  indentations,  at  top   and    bottom 
respectively,  of  the  wards.    The  keys  figured  in  Guillim's 


Mndtitc  K«7t  lUla  view; 


♦  Wrighfa  Arch.  Essays,  II.,  PI.  i. 


t  Vol.  IL,  p.  101. 
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Heraldry  are  indented  in  the  form  of  saltire  crosses,  or  by  a 
single  median  line  from  the  shaft  outwards,  with  two  short 
intersections.  In  the  episcopal  keys  already  noticed,  the 
wards  form  crosses  of  various  degrees  of  completeness,  and 
the  outward  margins  are  indented,  apparently  according  to  the 
taste  of  the  original  designer.  But  keys  of  which  the  wards 
formed  crosses  were  very  common,  especially  before  the 
Eeformatioa  In  certain  French  and  Italian  keys,  constructed 
about  1540,  the  front  edge  of  the  wards  is  split  into  flakes, 
almost  like  those  of  a  thick  metal  comb.  Sometimes  two 
keys  were  united  on  one  shank,  the  ring  or  handle  being  in 
the  middle  of  the  shank,  and  the  wards  at  both  ends.  In 
many  of  the  ancient  keys,  the  stem  or  shank  was  lengthened 
so  as  to  project  beyond  the  wards.  See  Figs.  1  and  3,  Plate 
XVIII.  In  the  Marchanfs  Tale,  Chaucer  represents  the 
impress  of  a  "  silver  cliket,"  or  key,  as  being  made  in  wax,  for 
the  forging  of  a  duplicate.  An  interesting  accoimt  of  kejrs  is 
given  by  Mr.  Syer  Cuming,  in  one  of  the  volumes  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Archax)logical  Association.* 

3.  Materials. — ^These  were  various;  but,  for 
ordinary  purposes,  the  larger  ones  were  of  iron, 
and  the  smaller  of  bronze,  or  some  other  alloy  of 
copper.  Bronze  keys  were  found  at  Eichborough ; 
and  Mr.  Smith  mentionsf  that  an  English 
patentee  found  himself  anticipated  in  some  of 
his  inventions,  by  1500  years. 

The  collection  of  London  antiquities  embraces 

Piped  Door-key  with  , 

^^r  '  numerous  keys  in  bronze  and  iron.  There  were 
also  many  in  the  Hertz  collection,  like  ring-keys.  Among  the 
expenses  of  the  Great  Wardrobe  of  Edward  III.,  1345  to  1349,  J 
are  100  keys  of  iron.  There  are  forty  specimens  of  bronze  or 
brass  keys  in  the  collection  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  §  in 

♦  XII.^  117.  \      X  Arch.,  XXXI.,  55. 

t  Antiquities  of  Richborongh,  p.        §  Wilde's  Catalogoerp.  548,  549. 
102.  I  ^ 
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"whicli  the  Roman  form  is  denominated  the  latch  or  lifting 
key.  Six  of  them  appear  to  be  small,  rude,  flat  keys,  with  no 
pipe,  but  with  a  small  projection  ;*  apparently 
like  ours  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  7,  Plate  XIX. 
See  Wards.  Some  of  the  ordinary  ones  had  a 
pipe  in  the  shaft,  but"  this  was  rare.  In  the 
old  ballad  of  Fattse  Foodrage  (Motherwell  s 
Minstrelsy,  p.  131),  four-and-twenty  silver 
pmdiock-kry.  kcys  arc  represented  as  hanging  high  upon  a 
pin;  and  in  that  of  the  Marchioness  of  Douglas,  there  is 
allusion  to  a  "key  of  goud"  [gold].  Chaucer  speaks  of 
a  key  of  gold  as  foUows  : — 

Than  of  his  aamener  he  drough 
A  little  key  fetise  inough 
Which  was  of  gold  polished  clere. 

Eomaunt  of  the  Rose. 

4  How  Worn. — In  the  Royal  Museum  at  Copenhagen  there 
are  four  keys  suspended  by  a  ring,  which  is  divided  into 
quadrants  by  a  permanent  cross,  f  The  keys  occupy  two  of 
these  quadrants,  and  at  the  third  there  is  the  acus  or  tongue 
of  a  buckle,  shewing  that  the  bunch  was  designed  to  be 
suspended  at  the  belt.  In  Strutt's  Dress  and  Habits  of  the 
People  of  England,X  we  actually  see  the  key  worn  at  the  girdle 
of  a  female  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  example  being  copied 
from  a  manuscript  in  the  British  Museum.  On  another  plate, 
the  ring  and  keys  hang  over  the  left  arm,  but  they  are  separable, 
as  one  is  held  by  itself  in  the  right  hand.  §  In  the  description 
of  a  Scottish  woman  of  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
attributed  to  Dunbar,  keys  figure  prominently. 

".  Scho  cleithis  hir  in  ane  kirtil  of  fjne  reid  ; 
Ane  quhyt  curchey  scho  puttis  upon  hir  heid. 
Hir  kyrtil  was  of  silk,  her  keyis  gingling  syne, 
Within  ane  proud  purs  the  l^id  gold  did  schyne. 

♦  Wilde,  p.  551.  I      %  PI.  cxvii. 

t  Afbildninger,  p.  93,  fig.  361.  I      §  Strutt,  Vol.  III.,  PI.,  xvii. 
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On  ilkane  fyngar  scbo  weirit  tingiB'tuo : 
Scho  was  als  proud  an  ouy  popingo/* 

Chronide  of  ScoUish  Paetryy  II.,  37d 

In  Labarte's  Handbook  of  the  Middle  Ages,  &c,,  is  a  picture 
from  Albert  Durer  of  the  birth  of  John,  1510,  in  which  a 
female  is  represented  mth  a  leathern  strap  round  her  waist, 
to  which  is  attached  a  ring  and  keya  Keys  have  generally 
been  found  in  the  graves  of  women,  as  by  Faussett  in  Kent, 
Mr.  Akerman  at  Longwittenham  in  Berks,  and  others  in 
various  places.  It  has  been  noticed  by  several  writers  (among 
them  Mr.  Eoach  Smith,  Mr.  Eolfe,  and  Mr.  Akerm8^n),♦  that 
keys  were  the  insignia  of  office  of  the  Saxon  matron ;  -f-  and 
Ducange  says  that  in  case  of  divorce  they  were  to  be  given 
up.  Until  recently,  carrying  the  keys  indicated  the  office  of 
mistress  or  housekeeper  among  the  middle  ranks  of  English 
lifa  On  incised  slabs,  they  are  supposed  to  be  symbolical  of 
the  steward  of  a  household,  or  the  mayor  of  a  corporate  town.  J 
The  key  is  frequently  found  with  shears;  sometimes  two 
keys,  as  in  the  case  of  the  chamberlain  or  treasurer  of  Here- 
ford, on  his  monument  in  the  cathedral  §  Keys  are  borne 
by  the  effigy  of  the  apostle  Peter,  (Matt  xvL  19,)  and  a  sword 
by  that  of  PauL  Taylor,  the  water  poet,  in  his  Suddaine 
Tume  ofFortune*8  Wheel,  1631,  says  : — 

The  keys  of  Peter,  and  the  sword  of  Paul, 
Shall  shut  and  opeo^  cutt  in  pieces  all. 

5.  Keys  in  the  present,  Collection, — ^These  are  31  in  all,  viz., 
12  of  iron  fl  (Plate  XVIIL),  and  19T  of  brass  or  bronze  (Plate 
XIX.)  Of  the  examples  engraved  on  Plate  XVIIL,  figs.  1  and  3 
appear  to  have  had  triangular  rings ;  and  of  tl^;two  small 
ones,  the  ring  of  fig.  4  is  circular  both  externally  and  inter- 
nally, and  that  of  fig.  5  is  circular  internally  and  lozenge- 


♦  ArchsBologia,   XXXVIII.,     331 
and  343. 
t  Inyentorinm  Sepalchrale,  xli. 
t  Cutts,  p.  44. 
§  Boutell's  Manual,  p.  1 16. 


I  Of  these,  7  belong  to  Mr.  Smith 
and  5  to  Mr.  Majer. 

Y  Of  these,  12  belong  to  Mr.  Mayer, 
5  to  Mr.  Smith,  I  to  Mrs.  Longaeville, 
and  1  to  myself. 
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shaped  externally.  The  shanks  of  1  and  3  are  solid 
throughout;    those  of  4  and  5   are  hollow    or 
"piped."    In  fig.  3,  the  wards  are  cruciform;   in 
fig.  1  they  consist  of  three  parallel  slits,  at  right 
angles  to  the  shank,  the  middle  being  the  deepest, 
and  reaching  to  the  shank.    Fig.  2  is  peculiar,  but 
it  is  scarcely  doubted  that  it  has  served  for  a  key. 
At  the  top  of  the  shank  of  fig.  1,  and  near  the  S'"^'*'^  ^• 
ring,  there  appears  to  be  the  remains  of  slight  ornamentation. 
Fig.  3   is   fix)m   Mr.  Smith's  collection,  and  the  rest  from 
Mr.  Mayer's.    These  lai^e  keys  are  comparatively  modem ; 
but  some  of  them  may  be  Saxon.  * 

Some  of  the  smaller  keys,  Plate  XIX.,  are  very  primitive  in 
construction.  Figs.  2  and  3  are  simply  cut  out  of  the  sheet 
metal,  and  perforated  at  the  top  of  the  shemk ;  the  two  or 
three  projections  which  form  the  wards  being  bent  to  right  or 
left  Fig.  1  is  formed  of  thin  metal,  beaten  up  into  the  rude 
form  of  a  key;  the  seam  or  junction  being  very  visible 
throughout  its  entire  length.  A  hole  is  punched  as  before  at 
the  one  end,  to  form  a  ring ;  and  the  two  folds  of  metal 
appear  to  have  been  rudely  riveted  to  give  strength  to  the 
part  answering  for  wards.  The  key,  Fig.  7,  is  precisely  similar 
in  structure,  but  smaller.  Both  of  them  are  piped,  or  left 
hollow  in  the  shank.  Fig.  4  is  formed  somewhat  like  2  and 
3,  but  of  double  metal ;  and  5  and  6  are  modem  keys,  ana- 
logous to  4  and  5  on  Plate  XVIII. 

Of  the  objects  engraved,  Fig.  2  is  from  Mr.  Smith's  collection,  7 
from  Mrs.  Longueville's,  8  from  my  own,  and  the  remaining 
six  from  Mr.  Mayer's.  Some  of  these  small  keys  may  be 
Roman  ,-f  and  Fig.  2  is  Saxon.  J  Others  may  be  of  the  reign 
of  Edward  I ;  §  and  Fig.  9  is  medi(BvaL|| 


♦  c.B.a 
t  c.  R,  s. 

J  C.  R.  S. 


§  J.  Y.  A. 
D  A.  \V.  F. 
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Q6.  Locks. — ^Among  these  objects  no  locks  have 
been  found ;  but  figures  8  and  9,  Plate  XIX., 
indicate  the  escutcheons  of  locks  adapted  to 
smaller  keys  than  any  shown  here.  There  are 
eight  such  objects  in  all,  of  brass  or  some  other 
alloy  of  copper.  A  Eoman  padlock  has  been  found 
S2?SiSrti55&.  at  Uriconium,  and  is  now-  in  the  Museum  at 
Shrewsbury,  besides  several  keys.  It  is  evident  that  the 
locks  were  still  more  curious  in  their  structure  tlian  the  keys. 
AVhile  the  names  of  numerous  trades  and  occupations  have 
passed  away  from  us,  we  still  preserve  the  word  "  lock- 
smith," though  it  would  appear  from  Neckam,*  that  in  the 
twelfth  century  only  pendent  locks  for  doors  were  known. 

In  the  Shuttleworth  Accounts  of  May,  1603,t  mention  is  made 
of  a  plate  lock  for  the  highmost  tower  door ;  and  numerous 
others,  such  as  horse  locks,  ^ 
hinge,  and  stock  locks  are 
mentioned-  In  the  temporary 
exhibition  at  the  South  Ken- 
sington Museum,  curious  locks 
and  keys  were  shown  belong- 
ing to  Stoneyhurst  College,  j,^j^^^. 
Sir  P.  Burrell,  Bart.,  and  Philip  Hardwicke,  Esq.  The  lock 
of  a  casket,  with  a  brass  or  bronze  front  plate,  was  found 
among  some  Saxon  burial-places  in  Nottinghamshire. 

The  Eisp   of  Scotland  and  the  North  of  England,  was 
properly  the  ancient  knocker  or  bell.     It  was  like  a  krge 

?  perpendicular  handle,  ten  or 
twelve  inches  long,  projecting 
from  the  door  about  two  or 
a  three  inches.  It  was  roughened 
by  knobs  or  notches  on  the 
'  inner  side;   and  from  it  de- 
pended a  large  twisted  ring. 
Plato  Lock  inrid^riuming  Bolt.  fhe  pcrsou  seckiug  admission 

Mayer's  Vocabularies,  p.  110.       |      f  Shuttleworth  Accounts,  p.  151. 
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rattled  tlii3  up  and  down,  producing  a  discordant  noise,  as 
loud  as  that  of  a  modern  knocker.  Hence  the  expressions  in 
old  poetry,  "  tirled  at  the  pin,"  or  "  tinkled  at  the  ring ;" 
illustrations  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  popular  ballads  of 
Young  Bekie,  Fair  Annie,  Willie  and  May  Margaret,  Young 
Johnstone,  Johnnie  Scott,  Earl  Richard,  Lady  Marjorie,  &c. 

When  she  came  to  young  Beiclian's  gate, 

She  tirled  saftlj  at  the  pin  ; 
So  ready  was  the  prond  porter 

To  open  and  let  this  lady  in. 

Jamieson. —  Young  Beickan  and  Susie  Pye. 


Bolt,  showinj  holcB  for  prlekot  wards  of  E^. 

In  February,  1849,  a  paper  on  the  "Ancient  Modes  of 
Fastening  Doors,"  was  read  before  the  Historic  Society  of 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  by  Edward  Higgin,  Esq.  It  is 
printed  in  the  Society's  Transactions,  Vol.  IL,  pp.  57 — 68. 
Two  of  the  three  etchings  which  illustrated  it  are  given  here, 
to  afiTord  means  of  comparison  with  our  English  fastenings. 

PLATE  XIX.  A. 
Fig.   1 — Door-fastening  (Bolt),  from  an  ancient  Egyptian  house  in 

Alexandria. 
y,    2— Door-fastening  from  a  tomb  at  Thebes  ;  iron  bolts  above  and 

below,  and  wooden  bars  across. 
^    3 — Ornamental  Plate,  to  cover  a  perpendicular  bolt,  from  Pompeii. 
„    4, 5, 7 — Ancient    Keys,  from   Mr.    Roach    Smith's  Collectanea 

Aniiqua, 
„    6 — Peculiar  Key. 

„    8 — ^Iron  Latch  Key,  from  Caer  I/eon,  piped — Roman. 
„    0— Latch  TSjff,  piped. 
„  10— Supposed  form  of  Key  given  to  Roman  women  at  their 

marriage. 
„  11— Egyptian  Key,  resembling  F.,  Plate  XIX.  B. 
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PLATE  XIX,  B. 
Fij;.  2 — ^Egyptian  Lock,  such  as  has  been  in  use  for  4000  years— fr<Mn 
Denon. 

n  1 — Analysis  of  the  above.  The  bolt  (A)  slides  in  a  cross-bar  (B), 
in  which  are  pins  (D)  which  fall  down  into  holes  (E),  when 
the  lock  is  shut.  These  are  made  in  the  upper  side  of  the 
bolt  (A).  A  key  (F),  with  corresponding  points,  is  intro- 
duced by  the  orifice  (0),  and  lifts  them  up,  so  that  the  bolt 
can  be  withdrawn. 

„  3— Celtic  Lock,  of  wood,  in  the  Museum  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries, Edinburgh. 

„  '4 — Chinese  Lock.  The  wings  and  tail  of  the  bird  conceal  the 
link  that  opens  and  shuts. 

„    5 — Padlock  and  Key,  found  in  a  tomb  at  Rome. 

„    6— Chinese  Lock,  well  known  in  Engtands 


XIV.— COFFERS  AND  C  JFFER  MOUNTING.— Pulte  XX. 

1.  IrUrodiiction, — In  the  days  of  our  ancestors,  when  many 
modem  conveniences  were  unknown,  boxes,  chests,  and  coffers 
were  even  more  necessary  than  they  are  now.  In  the  Ex- 
penses of  the  Great  Wardrobe  of  Edward  IIL,  mention  is 
made  of  eight  pairs  of  boxes  of  iron  ;•  and  in  the  same  docu- 
ment, ten  pairs  of  large  coffers  for  the  offices  of  the  chamberf 
are  spoken  of.  Allusion  is  made  to  a  pair  of  small  coffers 
also.  At  another  part  of  it  we  read  of  three  pairs  of  large 
coffers,  also  for  use  in  the  chamber.} 

Some  of  these,  no  doubt,  were  like  the  large  wooden  chest 
called  an  ark,§  still  an  important  article  of  furniture  in  many 
farm-houses.  Several  of  the  treasures  of  James  III.  of  Scot- 
land, were  "  fundin  in  a  bandit  kist  like  a  garde  viant,"  1488; 
including  knives,  coin,  plate,  and  "  King  Robert  Bruce's  serk.T| 
Chaucer,  in  the  Clerkes  Tale,  uses  the  word  "  oofre  "  as  nearly 


•  ArchsBol.,  XXXI.,  43. 
t  lb.,  p.  77. 
}  lb.,  p.  18. 

§  In  the  Chester  Mystery  Plays, 
Noah's  Ark  is  called  his  "chest,"  aad 


the  Sacred  Ark  of  the  Israelites  was 
evidently  a  chest  or  box. 

R  See  Scott's  notes  to  the  Lord  of 
the  Isles,  Canto  r.,  where  other  cit» 
riooB  coffers  are  noticed. 
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equivalent  to  coffin;  except  that  the  box  was  intended  to 
cany  a  living  chili  Two  are  alluded  to  among  the  ward- 
robe stufif  of  Katherine  of  Arragon,  in  1535,*  thus  : — 

Item,  one  Ijtille  broken  coofar  of  iver/e,  garnysshid  with  Imngerye, 
haymg  a  handille,  locke,  and  jemewis  of  silver. 

Item,  one  cofar  covered  with  crymsen  velvette,  gamjsshid  with  gilte 
nayles,  having  foure  tilles  therein,  the  fore  fronte  of  every  of  them 
gilte. 

2.  Examples, — In  our  days  the  word  coffer  has  nearly  be- 
come obsolete ;  but  it  is  still  heard  in  connexion  with  money, 
as  indicating  its  place  of  deposit.  It  was  used  in  the  same 
sense,  and  no  doubt  in  other  senses  also,  in  the  time  of  Shak- 

spearct 

And,  for  our  coffers  are  grown  somewhat  light, 

We  are  enforced  to  farm  our  royal  realm. 

The  lining  of  hisj  coffers  shall  make  coats 
To  deck  our  soldiers  for  those  Irish  wars. 

It  appears,  also,  from  the  Nominale  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
that  the  Cassarius,  or  case-maker,  was  then  a  separate  trade, 
probably  like  our  trunk-maker  or  cabinet-maker. 

(a.)  In  1767,  the  remains  of  a  box  were  discovered  at  King- 
ston Down,  in  a  woman's  grave,  at  the  foot  of  the  coffin.  It 
is  supposed  to  have  been  like  a  modem  tea-chest§  One  of 
its  iron  hinges  is  given  here, 


^ 


and  the  hasp  and  handle  will 

be  readily  recognised  at  their  Hiii««  fron  Einnton  Do;m-Hi/..i<e. 
proper  places  from  being  engraved  in  outline.  (J.)  In  another 
grave,  near  the  same  place,  a  box  was  discovered  ||  with  its 
contents,  which  are  enumerated  below.  1[  One  of  its  hinges  of 
brass  remained,  with  one  of  the  nails  clenched,  showing  that 


*  Camden  Miscel,  IIL  40. 

t  Richard  II., !.,  4. 

J  John  of  Gaant's. 

§  Inyentoriom  Sepnlchrale,  p.  48. 

II  lb.,  p.  67. 

^  An  ivory  comb,  a  brass  armilla, 
a  bead,  a  piece  of  bone  on  a  ring,  an 
Indian  cowrie  shell,  a  brass  buckle, 


some  blue  stone,  resin,  three  knives^ 
a  fourth  knife  in  a  brass  sheath,  a  pair 
of  shears,  a  silver  hasp  or  catch,  a 
chatellaine,  some  links  of  a  chain,  an 
ivory  bead,  &c.,  &c.  This  was  a 
woman's  grave,  and  she  appears  to 
have  been  a  person  of  distinction. 
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the  thickness  of  the  wood  was  between  half  an  inch  and  three 


Bran  hinge  and  clenched  naU. 

quarters,    (c.)  In  another  woman's  grave,  in  the  same  locality, 

a  pair  of  brass  hinges  were  found,  . 

one  of  which,  half  size,  is  shown  \ 

in  the  accompanying  cut ;  and  (d) 

a  smaller  pair  still,  of  iron,  were 

found  at  Gilton-town,  with  nu-  i 

merous  other  articles  inside  the  > 

coflBn.    The  back  and  front  view  BrMihiiif«.h«ifiiM,(*) 

of  one  of  them  are  both  shown. 


Iron  hingt,  two-thlrda  ■!««,  (iL) 

The  mode  of  mounting  such  boxes  may  also  be  seen  from 
the  specimens  discovered  in  ancient  graves.  Here  are  two 
iron  corner  pieces,  which  were  found  as  usual  in  a  woman's 

grave.  Each  contains  a  couple 
of  rivets  bent  at  right  angles, 
and  showing  the  thickness  of 
the  wood.  They  are  drawn  to 
half  the  actual  scale.  They 
resemble  the  fastenings  on  the 
comers  of  a  modem  writing- 
desk,  or  rather  the  sheet  iron 
protecting  the  comers  of  a 
school  black  board.  Comer 
ironcomMpiccet.  picccs  of  a  different  form  have 
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been  found,  as  in  the  remains  of  a  box  (e),  one  of  five  inches 

in  length,  narrowed  to  the  two  points,  each  of  which  contained 

a  rivet      Several  of  these 

were  found    in    connection 

with  other  portions  of  boxes 

or  coffers,  which  are  shown 

separately ;  and  by  means  of 

letters  each  can  readily  be 

identified.     At    Caumartin, 

near   Crecy  in    France,  an 

iron  coffer  was  discovered,  which  was  protected  by  straps  and 

studs.     It  had  also  iron  feet     When  the  coffer  was  of  wood> 

leather,  or  other  soft  material,  and  when  it  was  in  itself  a 

valuable  article  of  property,  such  protection  was  especially 

necessary. 

The  handle  by  which  one  was  carried  was  usually  on  the 
top,  not  two  at  the  opposite  ends ;  a  fact  which  shows  that  in 
general  they  were  light  and 
small  Sometimes  the  fittings 
were  not  all  of  the  same 
metal,  as  in  the  case  of  box  famdieor  c<»ff«(a.) 

(6) ;  and  in  another  (J)  there  was  an  iron  handle  for  the  top,  with 
a  brass  hasp  and  staple,  as  shown  here.  The  actual  handle 
was  tliree  and  a  half  inches  long,  or  of  a  sufficient  size  to  be 
grasped  by  the  hand.    The  fastening  by  means  of  staples  was 

peculiarly  well 

for  the  hangin 

or  padlock,  i 

was  then  mt 

usa   Here  is  a 

of  brass,  in  its 

InmH«uUaaiulBii«8tapl«(/.)        position,      aUS^ 

to  the  butterfly  hinge  shown  above,  fro: 
(c).    It  would  appear  as  if  box  (a)  had 
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closed    by   a    hook    and    eye,    the 

'■ ^2/  former  in  front  of  the  lid,  and  the 

latter  in  front  of  the  box;  its  form 
is    shown    as   before,    of   half   the 
Hookofcotow  actual  size.    Two  other  hooks  have 

been  discovered,  the  exact  uses  of  which  are  unknown.  They 
are  not  uniform  either  in  size  or  appearance,  and  they  must 
have  been  fixed  in  permanent  /       ■■i^i 

positions.      They    were    found     *  ^  * 

along  with  a  knife,  and  nume- 
rous small  pieces  of  iron ;  and, 
no  doubt  were  fastenings  of  a 
somewhat  similar  kind.  b^  hooich  fun  ^. 

The  mode  of  strengthening  such  coffers  has  been  noticed  ; 
and,  no  doubt,  the  cassarius  had  modes  of  procedure  which 
were  in  a  great  degree  uniform.  In  Mr.  Wright's  Archceo- 
logical  Essays^  is  depicted  an  ivory  casket  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  the  bands  and  clasps  on  which  bear  considerable 
resemblance  to  those  in  the  present  collection.  Also  various 
coffers  are  noticed  as  having  been  exhibited  to  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries  in  the  Proeeedings,  Vols.  I.,  II.,  and  III.  But  an 
example  still  more  in  point  is  given  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Archaeological  Association,t  where  a  Gterman  tUting  helmet  is 
engraved.  It  is  made  of  leather,  or  cwir  houilli,  and 
strengthened  with  narrow  bars  of  metal,  having  knobs  and 
points  precisely  like  those  in  Plate  XXI.,  figs.  1,  5,  and  12. 
Several  such  helmets  are  represented  in  illuminated  manu- 
scripts, but  they  are  naturally  very  rare.  This  one  is  supposed 
to  be  of  the  fifteenth  century.  The  vant  braces  and  cuisses  of 
King  Kenfe  of  Provence  were  formed  of  cuir  houilli,  "  Garni 
de  lames  d'acier." 

3.  Remains  in  this  Collection. — Of  the  objects  engraved  on 
Plate  XXI.,  fig.  11  is  thicker  and  stronger  than  the  others, 
and  is  slightly  bevelled.    It  may,  therefore,  have  been  a  strap 

♦  Vol.  II.,  p.  88.  I      t  Vol.  III.,  p.  59. 
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tag*  Figs.  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  are  all  coffer  "handles  of 
various  sizes  and  types  ;  and  in  different  degrees  of  preserva- 
tion. They  are  not  very  different  from  the  drawer  handles  or 
mountings  of  comparatively  modern  times.  To  fig.  2  are 
attached  two  slips  of  metal,  between  the  folds  of  which 
leather  appears  to  have  been  inserted. 

Fig.  14  appears  to  be  the  foot  of  a  coffer,t  larger  perhaps  than 
those  to  which  the  smaller  objects  belong ;  and  there  are  two 
or  three  others,  but  all  of  different  types.  Of  several  coffers 
exhibited  at  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  1862,  most  of 
them  of  the  twelfth  century,  there  was  one  called  the  Shrine 
of  St.  Manchan,  or  St.  Monaghan.  It  is  mounted  in  gilt 
bronze,  and  stands  on  four  legs,  each  of  which  has  had  a 
strong  brass  ring  attached  to  it  of  three  inches  diameter,  for 
the  insertion  of  staves  to  carry  it.  J 

The  collection  contains  47  handles  in  all,  3  feet,  and  9 
pieces  of  mounting,  all  of  which  are  of  brass.  Of  these,  9 
belong  to  Mr.  Smith,  17  to  Mr.  Mayer,  and  33  to  myself  Of 
those^  which  are  engraved,  figs.  3,  7,  9, 10, 14,  represent  objects 
in  Mr.  Mayer's  collection ;  fig.  2  was  one  of  the  early  objects, 
and  all  the  rest  are  types  in  my  own  possession. 


XV.— IMPLEMENTS  OF  ARCHERY Plate  XXI. 

1.  Bows, — ^The  bow,  like  the  sword,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
instruments  of  warfare  in  existence.  It  was  familiarly  known 
to  the  Assyrians  and  Jews,  and  to  the  other  nations  of  anti- 
quity, but  they  did  not  all  regard  it  as  of  equal  importance. 
It  was  an  important  instrument  with  the  Paxthians  and 
Scythians ;  it  was  of  less  consequence  with  the  GreekiS ;  and 
it  was  of  quite  secondary  importance  among  the  Romans. 
Perhaps  the  reason  was,  that  at  all  times  it  was  better  adapted 
for  light  troops  than  for  the  ordinary  heavy  soldiers. 


*  Probablj  the  hinge  or  moanting 
of  a  leather  box.--A.  W.  F. 
t  Perhaps  the  foot  of  a  little  pot. — 


C.R.S. 

J   For  a  full  description,  see  tha 
Catalogue,  No.  899,  p.  47. 
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It  is  said  that  the  shape  of  the  bow  is  derived  from  the 
graceful  curve  of  the  horns  of  some  of  our  quadrupeds.  *  This 
is  the  origin  ascribed  by  Homer  *  to  the  bow  of  Pand^rus, 
and  the  theory  has  been  taken  up  by  some  of  our  modem  f 
archseolc^ists ;  but  it  is  more  reasonable  to  infer  that  the 
primitive  bow  was  a  single  arch,  and  hence  its  name  (arcus). 
There  have  since  been  many  forms ;  and  two  New  2Jealand 
bows  in  my  own  possession  are  like  straight  wands,  which 
require  to  be  forcibly  bent  before  the  string  can  be  properly 
placed  in  the  notches  prepared  for  it 

The  bow  is  said  to  have  been  introduced  for  warlike  pur- 
poses by  the  Normans ;  but  it  is  clear  that  archery  was  known 
in  this  country  centuries  before  their  tima  The  Saxons  killed 
birds  with  the  bow,  employed  it  in  the  chase,  and  slew  their 
enemies  in  battle.  The  long-bow  was  six  feet  long,  but  not 
unfrequently  the  bows  were  short  and  the  arrows  long.  The 
Irish  archer  was  to  have  a  bow  "  of  his  own  length,  and  one 
fistmele  (hand-breadth)  at  least  between  the  neckes."  X 

Bows  and  arrows  were  used  by  our  English  soldiers  so  late 
as  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;§  but  during  her  long  reign 
they  were  practically  discontinued.  They  were  used  still 
more  recently  by  the  Highland  clans ;  but  the  superiority  in 
archery  belonged  to  England  so  long  as  the  practice  existed. 
In  the  old  ballad  of  Chev?/  Chase,  the  English  are  throughout 
described  as  archers,  and  the  Scotch  as  spearmen.||  Lancashire 
and  Cheshire  were  noted  for  their  bowmen ;  and  by  means  of 
these  the  tide  of  battle  was  turned  at  Elodden  field,  in  1513. 


•  *TwM  ftnrm'd  of  horn,  and  nnootbM  with  artful  toil, 
A  mountain  goat  retign*d  the  ihinlng  spoil. 
Who  idere«d  long  aince  b«n«ath  hit  arrows  bledf 
The  stately  quarry  on  the  cUib  lay  dead. 
And  aixteen  palms  his  brow's  large  honours  spread  i 
The  workman  Joln*d,  and  shaped  the  handed  homs. 
And  beaten  gold  each  taper  point  adorns. 

t  Paper  by  H.  Syer  Cuming. 
Joarnal  of  Archaeological  Assoc., 
m.  23. 

^  Irish  Statutes,  5  Ed.  IV.,  chap. 

IT, 


S  Hie  sharp  steel-pointed  arrows, 
And  hulleu  thick  did  fly  i 
So  did  our  rallant  soldiers 
Charge  on  most  furiously. 

I  Then  the  Perse  out  of  Damborowe  cam. 

With  him  a  myghtye  meany{ 
With  fifteen  hondrith  aroharea  boldt 

The  wear  chosen  out  of  shyars  thrs. 


The  wear  twenty  hondrith  spearmen  good 

Withouten  any  Caylei 
The  wear  bonne  a^long  be  the  watter  o*  Twyd* 

Yth  bowndos  of  Ttrldale. 

J*ercy^lWiri«,L,f,«.  ^ 
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The  following  are  allusions  to  the  subject : — 
Oar  EngHshmen  fall  egerly 

attilde  them  to  shott ; 
Skoehen  the  omell  Scottes 
with  their  kone  arrowes. 

The  ScoUith  Fidd.    Chei.  MiiC,  II. 
The  Englishmeu  their  feathered  flights 

Sent  out  auoQ  from  sounding  bow, 
Which  wounded  many  warlike  wights, 

And  many  a  groom  to  ground  did  throw. 
The  grey  goose  wirtg  did  work  such  grief, 

And  did  the  Soots  so  scour  and  skaii ; 
For  in  their  battle  to  be  brief; 
They  rattling  flew  as  rank  as  hail 

O.  B.    Floddm  Fidd,  1. 1949-1956. 
Wide  raged  the  battle  on  the  plain, 
Spears  shook  and  fitlchions  flashed  amain, 
Fell  England's  arrow  flight  like  rain. 

SooU.  Mamtionf  y\.  96. 
The  costume  which  was  worn  in  this  part  of  the  country  by 
the  archers  was  blue,^  as  may  be  seen  in  the  figures  repre- 
sented in  the  painted  window  in  Middleton  Church ;  but  the 
forest  outlaws,  a  century  or  two  previous,  delighted  in  the 
green  cloth  of  Lincoln  or  of  Kendal,  by  which  they  were 
better  concealed  in  the  wooda 

The  surname  Archer  belongs  to  the  north  of  England ;  and 
most  of  those  who  bear  the  name  trace  their  ancestry  from 
Berwick-on-Tweed,  There  were  other  surnames  connected 
with  the  practice,  such  as  Fletcher,-)'  Bowyer,  Bowmaker,  &c. 
Allusion  is  made  to  some  of  these  trades  in  Bowle/s  old 
play.  Match  at  Midnight : — 


♦  In  1553,  the  hundred  of  West 
Derby  raised  430  men,  of  whom  the 
proportion  for  Lirerpool  was  4 ;  and, 
in  1567,  the  foot  soldiers  from  the 
ionthem  handreds  of  the  shire  <*  re- 
paired to  this  town,  and  from  hence 
to  Chester,  all  in  blue  uniform;  re- 
tamed  alter  passing  mnster,  and 
embarked  for  the  north  of  Ireland 


with    650    horsemen." — AnnaU    of 
lAvtrpooL 

f  A  featherer  of  arrows,  sometimes 
a  maker  of  arrows  generally,  "Oa 
the  day  after  St.  George's  Day  (24th 
April),  1530,  the  king's  fletcher  was 
paid  20s.  for  arrowes  which  he  had 
supplied  to  mj  lord  of  Richmond."— -> 
Com.  Muc.^  m.,  lix. 
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Her  miud  runs  sure  upon  a  fletoher  or  a  bowjer,  howsoever  Til 
inform  against  both ;  the  fletcher  for  taking  whole  money  for  his 
pieced  arrows^  &c. 

Like  other  words,*  the  term  archer  survived  long  after  the 
practice  had  been  abandoned ;  thus  Cotgrave  writes  in  1650 — 
"Archer,  a  warder  in  a  town  or  fortresse,  whose  weapon,  at 
this  day  a  halberd,  was  in  old  time  a  bow  and  arrowes." 

The  materials  of  archery  varied  with  the  forest-trees  t  of  the 
district;  bnt  bows  of  yew  J  and  arrows  of  aspen  are  frequently 
alluded  to ;  and  Spenser  enumerates  the  purpose8,§  including 
these,  to  which  the  various  trees  of  the  forest  were  subservient. 
About  the  time  of  Eichard  I.,  the  bow  was  of  hazel.  || 

The  crossbow  was  a  variety  of  structure  which  gave 
greater  force  and  better  direction,  though  it  could  not  be 
employed  with  the  same  rapidity.  The  crossbow-man, 
whom  we  find  among  the  military  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
discharged  bolts  and  quarrels;  and  sometimes  the  object 
'discharged  was  intended  to  be  broken  on  reaching  its  object, 
and  it  was  filled  with  lime  or  some  other  burning  material.1[ 

Fig.  9  is  the  bolt  of  a  crossbow.  In  the  old  Scottish  baUad 
of  Peblis  to  the  Play,  written  about  1457,  a  young  man  is  re- 
presented as  equipped  with  a  crossbow  and  bolt**  on  May-day. 


*  In  the  same  way  a  bowman  was 
called  baleariusy  though  properly  that 
meant  a  slinger,  origiDally  from  the 
Balearic  isles ;  and  we  stiU  speak  of 
a  grenadier,  though  the  grenade  is  not 
in  use.  In  like  manner,  we  may  con- 
tinue to.  speak  of  a  sheriff's  attendants 
as  jayelin  men,  long  after  the  use  of 
that  weapon  has  ceased. 

t  The  bowes  of  ewe,  Wych-hassell, 
ashe,  awbume,  or  any  other  reason- 
able tree,  according  to  their  power^ 
and  the  shafts  in  the  same  manner. — 
Irish  Stat,  5,  Ed.  IV. 

i  If  ever  thoa  eomest  to  thy  command. 

Our  wardeni  h«d  need  to  keep  good  order; 
,  .  My  bow  of  yew  to  a  hasel  wand, 

Tbonlt  make  them  woi^  upon  the  border. 
Seen,  li^  VLiMt  Jfim*vl;  ilL,  SO. 


S  The  lanrell,  meed  of  mightie  eonqneronrt 

And  poets  sage;  the  flrre  that  weepeth  stiU; 

The  wiUow,  wome  of  ibrlome  pazamonn; 

The  engh,  obedient  to  the  bender's  wfll;  ' 

The  birch  for  ahaftes,  the  laUow  Cor  Uie  mffl; 

The  mine  iweete-bleeding  in  the  bitter  wooad; 

The  warlike  beech;  the  aahe  for  nothing  ill; 

The  froltftiU  oliTe;  and  the  plataae  round; 
The  carver  hohne;  the  maple  leldom  inward  toond. 
Fatry  Qweew,  I.  L  9. 

II  Meyrick,  90. 
t  Ibid.,  155. 

**  Ane  young  man  ttert  into  that  iteid, 
Ala  cant  as  any  colt, 
Ane  birUn  hat  upon  his  held. 
With  ane  bow  and  ane  bolt; 
Bald,  mlrrie  madinis  think  net  lang; 
The  wedder  is  flaiz  and  imoli. 
He  deikit  up  ane  hie  mf  sang, 
'*Thair  fore  ane  man  to  the  holt,"  Ae. 

His  song  appears  to  haf^e  suited 
his  circumstances^-"  There  went  a 
man  to  the  {preenwood*** 
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'  The  earlier  crossbows  had  an  iron  loop  at  the  top,  into 
which  the  archer  placed  his  foot,  in  order  to  gain  force  while 
drawing  the  string  back  to  its  place;  but  machinery  was 
afterwards  devised  for  the  purpose.  I  possess  a  Chinese  cross- 
bow, in  which  this  is  arranged  with  great  simplicity.  By 
raising  a  lever  with  the  right  hand,  the  groove  moves  upwards 
and  lays  hold  of  the  string,  the  arrow  at  the  same  time 
dropping  down  in  front  of  it ;  and,  by  depressing  the  hand,  a 
trigger  is  raised  which  discharges  the  arrow.  Six  arrows  are 
first  laid  in  a  receptacle  prepared  for  them,  and  the  bow  is 
placed  in  position  resting  on  the  left  thigh  of  a  horseman ; 
the  six  arrows  can  then  be  discharged  in  less  than  as  many 
seconds. 

The  crossbow  was  frequently  used  for  shooting  at  birds, 
for  the.  bolt  was  so  blunt  that  it  did  not  lacerate;*  and 
occasionally  a  man  was  knocked  from  his  horse  in  the  same 
way  without  sustaining  serious  injury.  In  the  Lytdl  Oeste  of 
Jtobyn  Hode,  the  monk  is  represented  as  brought  to  the  ground 

in  this  way : — 

Much  was  redy  with  a  bolte, 

Bedly  and  a  none. 
He  set  the  monke  to  fore  the  brest, 
To  the  ground  that  he  can  gone.t 

Outc/CsR  H.,  1. 181. 
The  "featherless  bolt,"  as  it  was  called,  has  given  us  a 
variety  of  expressions  all  connected  with  itself.  Thus :  the 
lightning  is  a  bolt,  because  rapid  in  its  flight ;  and  any  thing 
which  is  straight  is  bolt-upright.  J  The  bolt  of  a  door  is  shot 
out ;  bran  is  bolted  or  shot  out  from  the  mill ;  and  food  is 
bolted  or  rapidly  shot  down.  § 


*  Bird-holUy  blunt,  pointless  arrows 
to  kill  birds  without  piercing  them. — 
Glossary  to  Mcissmgex^s  Plays, 

Or  if  thon  wOi  gcw  thooU  at  Uttte  bird!. 
With  bow  and  boalt,  th«  thrnsUa-cooke  and 
iparrow, 
Sneh  M  onr  eoontrejr  h«dgM  ean  aflSord, 
1  hftT«  a  flzM  bowe  and  an  Irorl*  arrowa. 

B9ntMU[$  Ag9c  Skap^  p.  16. 

t  In  the  modem  version  bj  the 


Rev.  John  Eagles,  it  is  given  thus : — 

Hutoh  then  was  ready  with  a  bolt, 

Anon  which  ao  he  sent. 
That  h«  hit  the  monk  light  on  the  breast; 

And  onto  the  fronnd  he  went 

X  Chancer  has  bolt-npright  for  lying 
straight  in  hed.—CantTales,  1. 13, 246. 
§  Dean  Hoare  on  English  Roots. 
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•  2.  Arroum. — ^The  ordinaiy  arrow-head  is  well-known,  though 
at  all  times  there  was  more  or  less  variety  in  its  structure. 
At  first  it  was  inserted  in  a  slit  of  the  shaft ;  *  and  the  Skele- 
ton in  Amuncr  discovered  in  America,  and  already  alluded  to, 
had  copper  arrows  with  heads  of  a  peculiar  construction, 
"  Each  was  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  by  an  inch  broad 
at  the  base,  and  had  a  round  hole  in  the  centre  to  fasten 
it  to  the  shaft.  They  were  rather  thicker  than  sheathing 
copper,  quite  sharp,  not  barbed,  the  sides  concave,  and  the 
base  square."  t  Afterwards  the  head  was  made  hollow,  and 
it  was  considered  better  to  insert  the  shaft  in  it ;  and  figs.  1 
and  4,  on  Plate  XXL,  appear  to  hav^e  been  constructed 
in  this  way.  The  annexed  woodcut  represents  a 
conical  arrow-head  of  bone,  three  inches  long,  from 
the  collection  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy.  It  is 
slightly  ornamented ;  and  the  hole  by  which  it  was 
attached  to  the  wood  is  visible. 

The  large  central  arrow,  fig.  6,  Plate  XXI.,  is  a 
\pheon,  or  broad  arrow,  J  examples  of  which  appear  in 
1  the  arms  of  Egerton  of  Cheshire,  and  of  several  other 
English  families.  Another  was  found  in  1862.  §  In 
^"hiSTthe  old  English  ballad  of  Adam  Bell,  aym  of  the 
CUyugh,  and  WiUiam  of  Cloudcsley,  the  last  named  is  repre- 
sented as  cleaving  the  apple  on  his  son's  head  with  a  broad 
arrow  ;P  an  achievement  which  is  also  ascribed  to  William 
TelL  In  the  Biblia  Sacra,  1519,  a  woodcut  represents  Esau 
as  shooting  with  a  broad  arrow  to  procure  the  venison  for  his 


♦  Guide  to  Northern  Archaeology, 
EUesmere,  p.  51. 

t  Schoolcraft,  I.,  12S. 

t  Hec  catepulta,  a  broad  arrow.— 
Mayer's  Vocab.,  p.  196.  There  is  the 
representation  of  one  at  Cashel;  and 
one  is  represented  as  piercing  a  wild 
animal — Carter j  p.  87. 

Strictly  speaking,  the  pheon  diflTered 
from  the  broad  arrow,  by  having  its 
barbs  serrated  on  the  inner  side,  and 


broader  at  their  extremities  than  at 
the  top.     This   distinction  was  not 
always  kept  np  in  speech  or  writing. 
§  See  Reliquary,  iv.  82. 

I  TbOTt  h«  drew  <rat  a  tKjt  teode  azrow*^ 

Hyt  bowa  wm  grMU  and  looge, 
H«  ui  tlut  «rTow«  in  hia  bowe. 

That  was  botha  ttyfla  aodstroocs. 
And  Ckradaal*  elefte  the  i^e  in  two 

Hia  aona  ha  did  not  naa, 
Orar  Ooda  fort»oda,  aayda  tha  Uafi,^ 

That  tboa  iholda  ihota  at  ma. 

Ftrt^t  Mtpm^  L,  180,  ISOl 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IMPLEMENTS  OF  ARCHEKY. 


203 


father;  and  in  the  old  ballad  of  Sir  Andrmo  Barton,  the 
pirate's  nephew,  James  Hambilton,  is  shot  through  the  heart 
with  a  broad  arrow*  In  the  8huttleworth  Accounts,  under 
date  September  1592,  we  find  its  cost — "a  brode  arrowe 
heide,  ij*." 

As  contrasted  with  these,  we  learn  that  there  was  a  species 
of  small  arrows  called  sprights,  "  formerly  used  in  sea-fights, 
which  had  wooden  heads  made  sharp.  These  were  dischai^ed 
out  of  musquets,  and  passed  through  the  sides  of  a  ship  where 
bullets  coidd  not  enter."  -f-  This  was  not  the  sort  of  artillery 
employed  by  the  naval  archers  under  Lord  Howard,  in  the 
early  years  of  Henry  VIII.,  who  employed  only  the  broad 
arrow  and  the  "  bearing  arrow ;  "J  nor  do  we  find  them  used  by 
Kobin  Hood  in  defending  the  vessel  of  the  Scarborough  fisher- 
men. § 

The  arrow  was  not  necessarily  barbed ;  and  among 
the  American  Indians,  the  Chinese,  and  others  who 
still  use  it,  few  are  so  at  this  day.  But  the  heads 
were  hard,  and  often  of  brightly  polished  metaL 
In  the  Lyttcll  Geste  \\  it  is  said — 

All  hondred  shefe  of  arrowes  good 
(r)  boo.  The  hedes  bomjshed  full  brygbt ; 

and  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  in  treating  of  the  destruction  of 
Babylon,  says^ — '*  Make  bright  the  arrows,  gather  the  shields," 
i  e,,  prepare  for  attacking. 

The  arrow  which  was  discharged  by  the  long-bow  was 
called  a  shaft ;  and  it  is  in  relation  "to  the  two  great  classes  of 
arrows  that  we  have  the  proverbial  expression  quoted  by 
Shakspeare — "  111  make  a  shaft  or  a  bolt  on't."  **  The  archers 
in  Ireland  were  obliged  to  prepare  "twelve  shafts  of  the 


»  Percy's  Heliques,  II.,  209. 

t  Bailey's  Diet. 

t  Carrying  well ;  or  perhaps  a  bir- 
ring or  whizzing  arrow.  See  Gloss. 
to  Percy,  Vol.  I.,  and  the  O.  B.  of  Sir 
Andrew  Barton, 


§  The  Noble  Fisherman ;  or,  Bobin 
Hood's  preferment,  Ritson. 
II  Fytte  IL ;  Gutch,  L,  165. 
Y  Jerem.  li.  11. 
••  Merry  Wives,  ili.,  4. 
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length  of  three  quarters  of  the  standard ;  **  *  but  in  England 
they  were  usually  three  feet,  or  even  a  yard  and  a  quarter. 
There  are  numerous  allusions  to  these  facts  in  our  older 
literature 

Meyrick  says,  that  about  the  time  of  Richard  I.  the  shaft 
was  made  of  a  reed ;  and  specimens  from  America,  so  con- 
structed, are  common  at  present.  One,  which  was  discovered 
in  an  Anglo-Saxon  grave  in  Kent,  appears  to  have  been  of 

reed;-)*    and  _  one    of    the 

knots  still  "^^^JPII^^SS^^^^I^Sli  remains.  The 
length  of  the  ^         -—^^^s^0'^  whole  is  two 

inches.       In  BenulnaofAn^SaxoniLXXow.  thC       Boyftl 

Irish  Academy  there  are  several  brass  or  bronze  arrows  with 
thin  flat  heads,  spear-shaped  \%  and  with  "  strigs"  or  "  tangs " 
for  insertion  in  the  shaft.  On  the  other  hand,  spears  are 
sometimes  arrow-shaped;  for,  on  an  ancient  slab  in  Sligo 
Abbey,  of  date  1566,  representing  the  crucifixion,  a  female  on 
the  left  side  of  the  cross  is  piercing  the  Saviour's  side  with  a 
barbed  arrow  held  in  her  left  hand.§  Annexed  is  the  head  of 
an  arrow  with  tang,  having  apparently  a  small  portion  of 
wood  adhering  to  it. 


Anow-head  for  insertion  in  the  Shaft. 

One  of  ours,  fig.  3,  appears  to  have  been  of  this  kind,  but 
the  nail  part  is  broken  off.  The  Abbd  Cochet  gives  several 
shapes  as  having  been  in  use  in  Normandy ;  some  with  broad 


♦  Irish  Statutes,  5  Ed.  IV. 

H«  had  a  bow  bant  in  hia  hand, 

Mada  of  a  tnuty  tree; 
▲n  arrow  of  a  oloth-yard  long. 
Up  to  the  head  drew  hee. 

CVey  CAam,  Jfod.  BdL 
When,  rattling  npon  Flodden  rale. 
The  eloth-yard  arrows  flew  like  hail. 

Seott,  Mmrmdui^  r.  1. 

At  Dartford,in  1496,  the  arrows  of 


the  Cornish  insurgents  «*  were  in  length 
a  f uU  cloth  y&Td,**—ffoUnshed, 

And  •rtary  arowe  an  eUe  loage, 
With  peoocke  weU  7  dighU 

t  Inv.  Sep.,  41. 

t  Wilde's  Catalogue,  p.  603. 

§  Cutts,  Plate  IxxxiiL 
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flukes  like  our  pheon,  and  others  with  sockets  long  and 
hollow  like  miniature  spear-heads.*  One  of  this  kind,  found 
in  the  grave  of  a  child,  is  believed  to  have  been  a  model  or 
toy,  and  never  actually  employed  with  a  bow ;  like  the  small 
implements  which  are  frequently  found  in  Denmark,  Germany, 
and  elsewhere ;  and  like  the  "  baby  celts  "  of  Ireland. 


AxTow-bead,  probably  a  Toj. 


3.  General  Notes, — Not  unfrequently  twelve  arrows  were 
stuck  under  the  girdle;  and  hence  the  proverb,  that  an 
Englishman  carried  twelve  Scotchmen  under  his  belt,  or 
occasionally  twenty-four  t  were  borne,  with  a  corresponding 
difference  in  the  saying.J  These  were  earned  in  many  ways, 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  differences  in  locality  and  in  time.  They 
are  represented  as  worn  over  the  left  shoulder  and  over  the 
right,  at  the  right  side  of  the  belt  and  at  the  left,  with  the 
points  projecting  forward,  and  with  the  feathered  ends  for- 
ward. These  may  be  seen  in  the  ordinary  illustrations ;  but 
it  is  interesting  to  notice  that  the  archers  of  this  part  of  the 
country  carried  them  with  the  points  directed  behind,  so  that 
the  feathers  appeared  to  cover  the  left  breast.  § 

Occasionally  they  were  borne  in  a  quiver,  which  was  pen- 
dent, like  the  dagger,  at  either  the  right  or  left  side;  the 
earliest  specimens  of  which  appear  to  have  been  of  basket 
work.  Esau  is  directed  to  take  his  weapons,  his  quiver  and 
his  bow,  and  go  out  to  the  field ;  ||  and  of  the  horse  it  is  said  in 
Job,  "  the  quiver  rattleth  against  him,  the  glittering  spear,  and 
the  shield."^    In  LayarcCs  Ilhcstratians  there  are  numerous 


*  La  Normandie  Souterraine,  p.  22. 

t  Het  taen  foar-aad*tweiit]r  braid  anowi, 

And  lae«d  them  In  a  whang,  0{ 
And  he's  awa  to  Lady  MarBcilali  bowtr. 
As  Cut  as  ha  cm  gang,  O. 

JfelAmMB,  p.  871. 

"The  Scottish,  according  to  As- 
eham,  had  ^  proverb,  that  every  Eng- 
lish archer  carried  under    his   belt 


twentj-fonr  Scots,  in  aUasion  to  his 
handle  of  unerring  shafts.** — Scott. 

t  Planche,  445. 

§  Painting  in  the  window  of  Mid« 
dleton  Church,  Lancashire. 

II  Genesis  xxvii.,  3. 

Y  Job  xxix.,  23. 
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quivers  shown,  and  of  very  different"  degrees  of  excellence.* 
Some,  which  lie  scattered  on  the  battle-field,  are  nide  cases, 
with  one  large  handle  through  which  the  belt  passed ;  others, 
which  are  attached  to  the  war-chariot,  cross  each  other  at 
right  angles,  each  being  inclined  at  an  angle  of  45°,  and  they 
are  beautiful  in  appearance  and  elaborate  in  construction. 
The  quiver  was  certainly  used  in  Lancashire,  and  no  doubt 
in  Cheshire  also,  for  we  read  in  the  Shuttleworth  Accounts  in 
May,  1588  :— 

towe  ahipe  skynes  to  be  an  arrowe  casse,  x"*. 
The  archer  of  the  mediaeval  period  was  like  the  rifleman  of 
our  own ;  and  every  paiish  had  its  butts,  at  which  all  within 
the  military  age  were  obliged  to  practise  shooting.  In  the 
Pictorial  History  of  England  there  is  represented  shooting  at 
the  butts  with  the  crossbow;*  but  bows  of  various  kinds  were 
used.  When  Humphrey  Brereton,  a  native  of  Malpas  in 
Cheshire,  carried  the  message  and  gold  of  Lord  Derby,  and 
the  love  tokens  of  the  Princess  Elizabeth,  over  the  seaf  to 
Richmond,  in  the  reign  of  Eichard  III.,  the  porter  of  the 
abbey  where  the  future  king  of  England  was  staying,  directed 
him  to  the  shooting  butts.}  Curiously  enough,  the  porter  also 
was  a  Cheshire  man.§ 


*  II.  S70,  from  a  painting  in  Boj. 
MSa  19  C.  TiiL 

t  WiUumt  an  doabt  at  Lirerpoole, 
H«  took  ihiiiiping  upon  th«  m*. 

TA*  5M«f  4ir£«^  Bw»v,  p.  9& 
4 1  ilun  tliM  ten,  nld  tlw  Porter  then, 

Th«  PiinM  of  £ii|(Und  know  ihall  ye, 
Low  where  be  sitteth  at  the  bntts  oerUine, 

With  other  lords  two  or  three  { 
He  wemreth  a  gown  of  relret  bUck, 
And  it  it  catted  abore  the  knee.— A.,  p.  88. 

In  1498,  Finsbury-fieldg  were  con- 
verted into  archery  ground,  and  from 
a  MS.  in  the  collection  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  it  appears  that  there 
were  at  one  time  197  separate  sets  of 
shooting  butts.  The  names  and  posi- 
tions of  most  of  them  are  given  {Pro- 
ceedingSf  IV.,  53,  &c.),  with  numerous 
details  respecting  the  practice.    The 


distances  varied  fh>m  eight  score  (160) 
yards,  to  twenty-one  score  (420),  but 
these  were  extremes.  Persons  of 
twenty-four  years  of  age  were  obliged 
to  shoot  at  objects  220  yards  distant ; 
but  by  great  strength  and  skill  the 
arrow  was  occasionally  sent  much 
farther.  One  man  shot  a  mile  (1760 
yards)  at  three  flights,  but  this  was  a 
remarkable  case.  Between  BunhiU- 
fields  burying-gp-ound  and  Finsbury 
Square,  London,  E.G.,  is  a  space  still 
shown  as  the  artillery-ground,  the  only 
relic  of  the  clearance  made  in  149S. 

{  The  porter  WM  a  Cheehlre  nun. 
Well  he  knew  Hunphrey  when  he  bim  tee. 
A.  p.  ST. 
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The  fonnality  of  shooting  is  well  depicted  by  Bishop  Qawin 
Douglas  in  his  Paieys  of  Honour : — 

And  naiheles,  to  schute  lie  was  began 
And  threw  ane  arrow  in  the  are  on  hjcht, 
Scliewand  his  craft  &  his  big  bowls  mjcht 
That  lowsit  of  the  takill  with  ane  spang, 
And  sone  betid,  &  in  thar  sichtis  sprang. 

The  laws  enacted  respecting  the  practice  of  archery  in 
Ireland  have  been  noticed ;  but  a  few  words  may  be  added 
respecting  it  in  the  fifteenth  century : — 

Every  Englishman  resident  in  the  country,  or  Irishman  living 
amongst  them,  between  the  ages  of  16  and  60,  was  to  be  provided  with 
bow  and  arrows,  under  pain  of  a  fine  of  2d.  per  month.  A  gentleman 
on  horseback  was  permitted  to  ride  with  his  spear,  provided  all  the 
males  of  his  family  were  suitably  equipped.*  Wlien  nnj  township  had 
more  than  three  resident  householders,  butts  were  to  be  established 
and  a  constable  appointed.  Here  all  the  men  so  provided  were  to  shoot 
at  least  three  courses  on  every  feast  day,  from  the  beginning  of  March 
to  the  end  of  July,  or  be  fined  Jd.  per  day.*  A  few  years  after,  when 
bows  became  deficient  in  Ireland,  it  was  enacted  that  every  merchant 
importing  goods  to  the  extent  of  ;£I00  should  import  £b  worth  of  bows, 
and  so  in  proportion ;  otherwise  he  was  to  be  fined  to  that  extentf 
Every  person  possessing  goods  to  the  value  of  £\Q  was  to  be  provided 
with  a  bow  and  a  sheaf  of  arrows ;  if  his  goods  amount  to  £20  he  must 
have  a  ''  Jack  and  Salet "  in  addition  ;  if  he  possesses  laud  to  the  value 
of  £4  a  year,  he  must  fuHher  provide  a  horse ;  and  all  of  the  rank  of 
esquires  or  upwards  must  provide  ^'  Jacke,  Salet,  bowe  and  arrowes," 
for  every  man  daily  resident  in  their  houses.^ 

Their  value  at  this  period  is  not  stated ;  but,  in  1554,  the 
Smiths'  Company  of  Coventry  §  paid  for  "a  braser  and  a 
schotying  glove,  viij^ ; "  and  in  1583,  there  was  purchased  in 
Lancashire  II — 

Towe  shefie  of  errowesse  and  a  bowe,  v*  vij<>. 

The  pheon  and  arrows  in  this  collection  are  all  mediaeval.^ 


•  5  Edward  IV.,  Chap.  4, 
t  12  Edward  IV.,  Chap.  2. 
X  10  Hen.  VII.,  Chap.  9. 


§  Queen  Jane  and  Queen  Mary,  125* 
II  Slmttleworth  Accounts,  p.  5. 
T  J.  Y.  A. 
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4  Flint  Implements. — Fig.  2  represents  a  flint  arrow-head, 
and  fig.  5  a  flint  knife  or  dagger ;  so  that  a  few  remarks  oa 
this  subject  are  indispensable. 

The  implements  of  flint  and  stone  certainly  preceded  those 
in  metal ;  and  both  in  ancient  and  modem  times  the  most 
extraordinary  results  were  produced  by  such  rude  tools.* 
The  Patagonians  have  hardly  yet  emerged  from  the  "  stone 
period  ;'*  the  New  Zealanders  did  not  possess  metal  within 
the  memory  of  some  of  their  own  people;  certain  North 
American  Indians  acquired  the  use  of  metal  within  the 
present  century,  and  some  of  them  still  know  little  of  it ;  and 
it  is  said  that  in  the  days  of  Cortes  the  Chilians  illustrated 
the  stone  period,  and  the  Peruvians  the  bronze  period  In 
1844,  an  arrow-head  was  found  near  the  centre  of  a  log  of 
Honduras  mahogany,  about  fifteen  inches  from  the  outside  : 
it  lay  parallel  with  the  grain  of  the  wooif  Also,  in  1848,  aa 
arrow-point  was  found  in  an  oak-tree  which  had  fallen  at 
Hoxne,  in  Suffolk,  the  place  where  Edmund,  king  of  the  East 
Angles,  was  slain  by  the  Danes  in  870.  The  oak  was  part  of 
the  tree  to  which  tradition  asserts  the  king  was  tied  and  shot 
at ;  and  the  arrow  was  found  about  five  feet  from  the  groundj 

The  arrow-head  shown  here  indicates  some  advance  in 
construction  ;  for  there  were  earlier  and  simpler  forms,  as  the 
triangular  arrow,  and  that  with  the  hollow  base.§  This 
belongs  to  the  class  called  "  stemmed,"  or  inclining  to  the 
broad  arrow,  though  one  of  its  wings  is  slightly  injured  The 
mode  of  producing  instruments  of  this  kind  has  often  formed 


*  I  possess  several  elegant  speci- 
mens of  New  Zealand  earring  in  wood, 
and  also  the  greenstone  chisel  bj 
wliich  it  was  executed.  "  With  rude 
and  blunt  stones,  they  feUed  the  giant 
Kauri,  toughest  of  pines ;  and  from  it, 
in  process  of  time,  at  an  expense  of 
labour,  ingenuity*  and  perseverance, 
frequently  astounding  to  those  who 
know  what  it  reaUy  was,  produced, 
carved  painted  and  inlaid,  a  master- 


piece of  art  and  an  object  of  beauty, 
the  war  canoe,  capable  of  carrying  a 
hundred  men  on  a  distant  expedition, 
through  the  boisterous  seas  surround- 
ing their  island."— OW  iVw  Zeo/oiid; 
p.  101. 

t  Proceedings  of  the  Society  of  An- 
tiquaries, I.,  283. 

X  lb.  L,  279. 

§  Wilde's  Catalogue,  19,  20. 
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ft  theme  for  discussion ;  but,  as  the  process  is  performed  every 
day  in  America,  there  is  no  secret  about  it.  It  proceeds  in 
reality  upon  the  principle  of  the  division  of  labour.  An  old 
man  has  acquired  the  knack  of  chipping  and  preparing  flints, 
and  he  does  nothing  else ;  the  other  members  of  his  tribe 
fighting  for  him,  and  supplying  him  with  the  products  of  the 
chasa*  Other  hard  substances  are  also  employed,  like  the 
obsidian  of  the  highlands  near  Mexico ;  and  the  Patagonians, 
who  stole  a  bottle  from  on  board  a  ship, 'were  discovered  a  few 
hours  afterwards  converting  the  glass  of  it  into  arrow-heads. 

There  is  a  da^er  in  the  collection  of  the  Eoyal  Irish 
Academy  with  a  handle  of  moss,  and  one  can  imderstand  that 
some  such  soft  object  would  require  to  be  wrapped  roimd  the 
object  indicated  by  fig.  8. 

Knives  of  flint  are  well  known,  long  semicircular  and  of 
other  shapes ;  and  they  were  used,  especially  by  the  priests, 
as  more  sacred,  long  after  the.  introduction  of  metal  ones. 
The  Jews  to  this  day  use  flint  knives  in  circumcision  ;f  and 
this  is  precisely  what  the  wife  of  Moses  did  on  a  similar  occa- 
sion. J  The  Egyptians  used  similar  knives  in  extracting  the 
brains,  the  bowels,  &c.,  in  the  process  of  embalming..  It  was 
probably  with  knives  of  this  kind  that  the  priests  of  Baal  cut 
themselves  when  trying  the  power  of  their  respective  deities 
with  Elijah  ;g  and,  in  cases  of  great  grief,  the  same  practices 


^  The  skill  displayed  in  this  art,  as 
it  is  exhibited  by  the  tribes  of  the 
entire  continent,  has  excited  admi- 
ration. The  material  employed  is 
generally  some  kind  of  horn-stone ; 
but  no  specimens  have  been  observed 

where  the  substance  is  gun  flint 

To  break  them,  the  Indian  seats  him- 
self on  the  ground,  and  holds  the 
lamp  on  one  of  his  thighs,  interposing 
some  hard  substance  below  it.  When 
the  blow  is  given,  there  is  a  sufficient 
yielding  in  the  piece  to  be  fractured. 


not  to  endanger  its  being  shivered 
into  fragments.  Many  are,  however, 
lost.  Such  is  the  art  required  in  this 
business,  both  in  selecting  and  frac- 
turing the  stones,  that  it  is  found  to 
be  the  employment  of  particular  men, 
generally  old  men,  who  are  laid  aside 
from  hunting  to  make  arrow  and 
spear  heads.— ^SteAoofcrej/l,  III.,  467. 

t  Guide  to  Northern  Archaeology, 
Ellesmere,  p.  37. 

X  Exod.  iv.  25. 

§  1  Kings  xviii.  28. 
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have  existed  among  savage  nations  within  our  own  times.* 
Attempts  have  been  made,  with  more  or  less  success,  to  manu* 
facture  flint  objects  in  imitation  of  ancient  ones,  but  many  of 
the  forgeries  have  been  detected,  and  the  operation  could  now 
be  hardly  remimerativa  f 


XVL~SPEARS  AND  DARTS.— Plate  XXL 


Vormof  Dtft. 

Dakts  of  the  smaller  kind  are  often  mistaken  for  arrows ; 
but  the  latter  were  smaller  in  size,  and  the  two  were  essen- 
tially different  in  the  mode  of  their  propulsion.  The  dart  was 
thrown  by  the  hand ;  and  some,  like  the  asseghai  of  South 
Africa,  were  of  an  intermediate  size,  suitable  for  a  variety  of 
purposes.  They  would  serve  to  stab  an  enemy  in  dose  fights 
or  to  kill  a  distant  one ;  they  might  be  used  occasionally  as  a 
knife,  and  for  other  common  purposes. 

During  the  stone  period,  spear-heads  were  made  of  flint ; 
and  some  examples  to  be  found  in  our  museums  are  large  and 
beautiful.  Those  who  could  manufacture  such  a  material  as 
flint  into  fish-hooks,  saws,  and  even  combs,  could  much  more 
easily  produce  long  and  graceful  spear-heads ;  stemmed  for 
more  secure  fastening  in  the  handle,  and  barbed  so  as  not  to 
allow  of  easy  retractioa  Horn  is  a  natural  weapon  of  offence 
and  defence;  and  we  shoidd  therefore  not  be  surprised  to 
find  it  in  use  as  a  dagger  or  spear ;  yet  its  use  for  such  a  pur- 


*  In  her  right  hand  she  held  a  piece 
of  volcanic  glass,  as  sharp  as  a  razor ; 
tliis  she  placed  deliberately  to  her  left 
wrist,  drawing  it  slowly  upwards  to 
her  left  shoulder,  the  spouting  blood 
following  as  it  went ;  then  from  the 
left  shoulder  downwards,  across  the 
breast  to  the  short  ribs  on  the  right 
side ;  then  the  rude  but  keen  knife 
was  shifted  from  the  right  hand  to 
the  left  ....  She  had  scored  her 
forehead  and  cheeks  before  I  came ; 


her  face  and  body  were  a  mere  clot  of 
blood,  and  a  little  stream  was  drop- 
ping from  every  finger.  .  .  .  Hiis 
custom  has  been  falling  gradually  out 
of  use ;  and  when  practised  now  in 
these  degenerate  times,  the  cutting 
and  maiming  is  mere  form,  mere 
scratching  to  draw  enough  blood  to 
swear  by. — Old  New  Zealand^  p.  62. 

t  See  Archsolog.  Joum.,  XII.»  85, 
184,  418;  and  Proceedings  Soc.  Ant., 
IV.,  233,  246. 
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pose  is  rare.  Occasionally  the  tine  of  a  stag's  horn  seems  to 
have  served  the  purpose  of  a  rude  dagger ;  but  it  does  not 
present  sufficient  facilities  for  sharpening. 

1.  Bone  Spears. — Bone  is  one  of  the  least  promising  materials 
for  purposes  of  this  kind.  It  is  tubular,  and  formed  for  sup- 
porting ;  but  unleas  one  side  be  shai-pened,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
large  cane  reed,  it  appears  very  ill  suited  to  the  purpose. 
Accordingly,  examples  of  bone  spears  are  rare ;  for,  in  the  first 
places,  they  were  only  used  by  a  primitive  people,  with  whom 
metal  was  unknown  or  very  scarce ;  and,  in  the  se(k)nd  place,  the 
mattoal  is  very  liable  to  decay.  Still,  in  favourable  situations, 
a  few  have  been  preserved ;  at  the  bottoms  of  rivers,  in 
moorish  soil,  or  in  the  deposit  of  mud  on  the  sites  of  the  lake 
habitations  of  Switzerland.  The  inferences  which  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  would  dispose  us  to  draw,  are  confirmed  by 
the  fects ;  bone  spears  are  found  in  connection  with  objects  of 
the  stone  period, 

(a)  Our  largest  specimen  is  drawn  and  engraved  on  a  very 
small  scale.    It  is  really  9f  inches  long,  and  1  j  in  diameter. 

^^^^^^^^^i^i^Htf|  It  was  found  four    feet  below 

^  ioBesp^tem^'d.'"'^^  ^^^  bottom  of  a  river  in  the 
north  part  of  King's  County,  in  Ireland ;  and  is  now  in  the 
collection  of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy.  It  has  been  formed 
by  cutting  off  obliquely  a  portion  of  both  sides  of  the  bone, 
which  is  of  a  dark  brown  colour.  It  has  a  sort  of  cii-cidar  neck 
at  the  part  where  it  would  be  joined  by  the  staff  or  handle ; 
and  it  is  penetrated  by  holes  to  secure  its  attachment. 

(6)  A  lai-ge  bone  spear-head,  somewhat  smaller  than  that 
just  noticed,  was  found  in  moorish  soil  in  the  parish  of  Sticks- 
wold  in  Lincolnshire,  near  the  river  Witham.  It  is  7J  inches 
long,  but  it  is  drawn  and  engraved  on  a  larger  scale  than  the  last 
The  socket  is  shallow,  and  in  forming  the  spear  the  core  of  the 
bone  has  been  entered  as  in  the  former  case  ;  so  that  there  is 
a  cavity  on  one  side.  There  are  rivet-noles  near  the  bottom, 
showing  how  and  where  it  was  fastened  to  the  shaft.  The 
celebrated  John  Hunter  decided  that  the  bone  was  that  of  a 
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horse,  but  a  very  small  ona    The  mstniment  was  presented  to 

the  British  Museum  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  in  December,  1811. 

(c)  The  next,  which  is  6J  inches  long,  was  found  in  the 

Thames.    The  socket  is  narrower,  both  absolutely  and  in  rela- 

i  to  the  length,  than   in    that   just 

cribed;     and   there     are     rivet-holes 

)efore,  showing  the  mode  of  its  attach- 

it  to  the  handla     tIiata 

I  similar  cavity  pr( 

the  core  of  the  bone 

jhed    in    the    proc 

lufacture.*    This  ( 

sessed  by  A.  W.  I 

.,  Director  of  the  £ 

Lntiquaries;  andth 

dcuts  are  part  of 

leven  kindly  lent 

Society. 

.  Iron  Spears  and  Di 

;h  the  Saxons  the 

ears  to  have  been 

ttively  rare,   but 

javelins  were  nun 
constantly  do  W( 

;e  weapons  in  the 

es,  that  it  would  ( 

man  above  the  cod 

,  serf  was  buried  w 

'*f    Some  are  larg( 

spear  or  pike  of  m 

js,  or  like  the  spear 

Bon.  8pe.r. ft«n LincoinAi...  ancicut  Scotsj  thc  charactciis-  fcoS^a- ?ffi^ 

tic  of  all  which  is,  that  it  was  retained  by  the  person  using 

it    Most  of  those  found  come  under  the  head  of  javelins,  or 

^  Proceedings  S.  A.  (2Qd  series),  I     t  Mr.  Roach  Smith,  in  Introductioa 
;r.,  163.  I  to  Iny.  Sep. 
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darts  which  were  thrown.  They  have  not  a  solid  socket, 
nor  have  they  the  projecting  irons  called  straps  running  down 
both  sides  of  the  shaft ;  but  a  simple  longitudinal  slit  runs 
along  one  side  of  the  socket  for  the  shaft,  and,  after  it  was 
inserted,  the  whole  was  made  fast  in  its  place  by  rings  and 
rivets.    The  accompanying  illustrations,  which  are  on  a  scale 

of  one-third,  will 
"  serve  to  show  the 
n^oi.^jur^  form    which    the 

objects  assumed ;  and  in  this  case  the  longitudinal  slit  is  very 
perceptibla  In  another  example,  there  is  no  central  rib  along 
the  blade,  and  the  socket  appears  to  have  been  broken  off 
with  the  shaft; 
but     the     third,  * 

which       IS       very  Sp^HeiuI^iriUi  broken  socket 

elegant  in  form,  appears  to  be  complete,  the  socket  being  un- 
usually graceful  in  appearance.  Of  the  two  which  exist  in 
this  collection,  and  are  represented  on  the  Plate,  figs.  5  and  7, 
both  are  small,  for  they  are  represented  of  the  actual  sizes. 
The  latter  is  barbed  like  the  darts  known  as  angons;  and  the 
former  is  plain,  but  less  tapering  than  any  of  the  three  repre- 


8p6«r  Head,  eomplete. 

sented  here.  Both  have  tubular  sockets  as  distinct  from 
cloven  ones ;  and  in  both  the  whole  length  seems  to  be  indi- 
cated, though  there  is  a  fracture  on  one  side. 

3.  Termination  of  Spear  Handles. — ^In  heraldry,  a  Cross 
fitoh6  was  one  which  had  its  lowest  and  longest  bar  pointed, 
as  if  for  the  purpose  of  sticking  it  in  the  ground.  It  was 
usual  for  spears  and  even  ordinary  staves  to  have  a  spiked 
ferrule  somewhat  of  the  same  kind ;  so  that  the  spear,  when 
leaning 'against  a  tree,  a  wall,  or  any  other  support,  was  se- 
cxirely  fixed  in  the  ground.  When  a  spear  or  javelin  is 
found  in  a  grave,  it  is  not  unusual  to  come  upon  the  heAd  and 
ferrule  at  some  distance  from  each  other,  but  on  the  same  side 
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of  the  skeleton ;  the  intennediate  line  sometimes  dark  with 
the  remains  of  decayed  wood,  showing  the  length  of  the  shaft 
The  pilum  had  its  ferrule  as  well  as  the  hasta. 

The  annexed  example  shows  a  ferrule  of  brass 
with  the  spike  of  iron ;  so  that  the  two  were  dis- 
tinct fix)m  each  other.    From  the  position  in  which 
it  war:  found,  it  is  supposed  that  it  belonged  to  a 
staff,  part  of  the  wood  of  which  appears  within  it. 
The  next  is  the  ferrule  and  spike  of 
a  large  spear,  whose  head,  from  the 
extremity  of  the  point  to  the  low-  '«"»!•  <rf8t.ft 
est  part  of  the  socket,  was  about  twenty-one 
inchea     Along  with  it  were  found  two  javelin 
heads,  and  two  small  ferrules  of  brass,  which 
had  in  aU    probability    belonged    to    them. 
Another  grave  contained  the  fer- 
rule of  a  javelin  lying  in  the  usual 
position  at  the  left  side,  and  at  the  I 
ordinary  distance  &om  the  metal 

LMge  Ferrule  of  Spear,  j^^g^^j        J^  Jg   peculiar,  aS  it   shoWS 

the  spike  both  internally  and  externally.     One 
ferrule  is  somewhat  conical  in  shape, 
but  contains  no  spike.     It  was  found 
near  the  feet,  while  the  head  of  the 
javelin  to  which  it  belonged  was  near 
the  knees.  The  whole  implement,  there-  itonii«ofj«wita. 
fore,  could  not  have  exceeded  two  feet  in  length. 
This  is  iron,  and  about  three  inches  long.*    In  smaller 
weapons,  like  that  just  noticed,  the  ferrule  was  like 
the  lead  or  other  weight  at  the  end  of  a  tilting-spear, 
so  that  when  thrown  it  balanced  the  head,  and  pre- 
served a  more  horizontal  motion  during  the  flight. 
,  The  force  with  which  such  objects  can  be  projected 


Conical  Fer- 
rule of  Jarelin. 


•A  javelin  like  ours,  PI.  XXL,  fig.  7, 
with  a  ferrule  like  this,  was  procured 
from  the  river  Witham,  in  Lincoln, 
about  five  or  six  years  ago,  and  others 


of  a  similar  kind  are  of  occasional  or 
frequent  occurrence.  —  Procttdin^ 
S.  A.,  IV.,  211. 
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may  be  seen  at  the  present  day.  An  Australian  savage  will 
burl  a  common  wooden  spear  right  through  the 
neck  of  an  ox;  and  he  would  of  course  produce 
greater  results,  or  the  same  with  more  facility,  by 
meaofi  of  a  spear  pointed  with  metal.  Nothing 
resembling  any  of  these  ferrules  has  been  found 
among  the  Cheshire  antiquitie& 


XVIL— NEEDLES,  NEEDLE-CASES,  THIMBLES.— 
Plate   XXII. 

1. — ^Needles. 

DoaMd-polaUd  liranM  nMdle,  X-a3rd> 

(1.)  Early  use, — Needles  must  have  existed  from  a  very 
early  date,  but  of  course  they  were  of  primitive  construction. 
The  Hebrew  women  occupied  much  of  their  time  in  em- 
broidery,* as  well  as  in  spinning  and  weaving;  and  the 
directions  for  the  construction  of  the  Tabernacle,  as  well  as 
of  the  robes  of  Aaron,  show  that  skill  in  embroidery  existed. 
The  product  of  the  needle  was  naturally  costly,  and  therefore 
highly  prized;  so  that,  when  occurring  as  spml,  it  was  the 
portion  of  the  chieftain,  and  when  as  a  present  it  was  worthy 
of  a  king.f  In  our  own  country  there  were  companies  of 
"  Broderers,"  or  embroiderers,  in  London,  Bristol,  and  Chester ; 
but  the  needle  had  no  place  on  their  arms.  The  only  instru- 
ment of  their  craft  which  appeared  was  that  known  as  the 
Brochct  Among  the  nations  of  antiquity,  the  Phrygians 
were  particularly  celebrated  for  their  gold  embroidered  work ; 
so  that  the  term  orphrey  work,  which  was  common  in  the 
mediaeval  period,  has  descended  to  our  own  times.  It  indi- 
cated such  decoration  as  was  common  on  the  garments  of 
ecclesiastics,  and  is  derived  from  aurum  Phrygianum. 


*  £xod.  xzTi.9  locxviL,  zriii.,  &e. 

t  Jadg.  T.  30 ;  PsaL  xIt.  14. 

}  A  little  pencil-looking  object  of 


metal  or  iTory,  with  a  wedge-like 
point,  containing  a  slit  like  that  of  a 
crochet  needle. 
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(2.)  Material — Roman  needles  have  been  found  at  Kch- 
borough  and  Uriconium;  and  in  the  lake  habitations  of 
Switzerland  several  have  been  discovered  both  of  bone  and 
bronze.  One  of  the  latter  kind  is  given  at  the  head  of  this 
articla*  In  Mr.  Eoach  Smith's  collection  of  London  Anti- 
quities, there  were  several  of  bronze ;  t  and  a  long  one  of  the 
same  material  was  foimd  on  the  site  of  the  Boman  wall  in 
the  north,  described  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Bruce.  The  Abb6  Cochet 
has  figured  one,  curved  and  tapering  fix)m  a  thick  top,t  about 
four  inches  long  in  alL  It  is  similar  to  those  carried  by 
soldiers  in  modem  times ;  and  he  supposes  that  in  the  medi- 
CBval  period  such  needles  may  have  served  similar  uses.  In 
the  collection  of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy§  there  are  eighteen 
bronze  needles,  besides  several  others  on  "  find  "  trays.  In  a 
Saxon  tumulus  at  Kingston  Down,  in  Kent,  two  brass  needles 
were  found  by  Faussett  in  1771 ;  and  in  the  old  poem,  iZo- 
mawnt  de  la  Rose,  translated  by  Chaucer,  a  beau  is  represented 
as  using  a  silver  needle. 

(3.)  Varieties  in  structure. — Some  of  those  found  at  Urico- 
nium have  the  eye  placed  in  the  middle  (like  that  shown 
above),  and  a  "  double-pointed  "  one  has  been  figured  in  like 
manner  from  the  Eoyal  Museum  of  Northern  Antiquaries  at 
Copenhagen.  Perforated  pieces  of  bronze  are  also  foimd  in 
Scotland,  which  can  have  served  only  as  needles.  A  needle 
very  similar  to  ours  was  found  in  the  ruins  of  Sobuig.  The 
ancient  bone  needles  found  in  Switzerland  are  either  straight 
or  slightly  curved ;  and  they  have  occasionally  two  eyes  at 
one  end,  that  remote  from  the  point.    In  one  of  them  the  head 


*  Qaand  Tceil  se  trouTe  «ur  le  mi- 
liea  de  riiiBtmmeiit,  les  deux  eztre- 
init^s  de  celni-ci  sont  pointues,  comme 
on  k  d^jit  pa  le  remarquer  snr  les 
aigoilettes  en  os  de  Concise ;  mais  le 
plus  sonvent  roeil  circulaire,  cair^  on 
en  losange,  est  snr  le  bont  oppos^  k 
la  pointe. — Tro^n*$  Habitations  £a- 
custresy  p.  161. 


t  Catalogue,  No.  345. 

X  Faut  il  rattacher  k  r^nipement 
militaire  les  aiguilles  de  bronze  que 
I'on  recontre  de  temps  k  autre  dans 
nos  sepultures.  .  .  Nos  militairei 
portent  encore  des  ^pingles  analogues. 
— *Xa  Nomumdie  SouterraiMf  257. 

§  Wilde*s  Catalogue,  547. 
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or  top  has  been  grooved  out  on  both  sides,' an  operation  which 
is  technically  called  "  guttering,"  that  the  thread  or  cord  may 

present  £ts  little  ob- 
struction as  possible 

through  the  cloth.*  In  some  instances  the  eye  is  near  the 
point,  as  in  modem  needles  used  by  saddlers.  In  a  bog  in 
the  Isle  of  Skye,  bronze  needles  have  been  found,  along  with 
portions  of  decayed  textile  fabrics  ;t  ^^^  some  of  the  needles  in. 
Mr.  Eoach  Smith's  collection  contained  a  similar  substance 
adhering  to  the  eya 

(4)  Oeneral  Remarks, — In  the  sewing  of  leather,  and  pro- 
bably many  kinds  of  cloth,  a  needle  proper  was  not  employed 
in  the  olden  time,  but  a  piercer ;  and  the  thread  was  passed 
through  as  a  shoemaker  or  saddler  peisses  his  ends  through  stilL 
Curious  awls  of  stone  and  brass  are  found  in  various  countries 
of  Europe,  but  their  exact  use  was  not  known  tiU  lately ;  the 
same  implements  are,  however,  used  daily  in  the  making  of 
belts,  leggings,  mocassins^  wigwam-covers,  &c.,  by  the  Indians 
of  America^    Schoolcraft  §  figures  a  beautiful  piercer,  or  awl, 

made  of  the  thorn  of 
the    cactus,    with    a 
pieroer  of  o«ctM  Thorn.  covcring  or  handle  to 

protect  the  hand;  and  also  a  needle  of  the  same  material 
which,  when,  procured,  had  a  piece  of  thread  sticking  in  the 
eye  of  it.     Large. 

needles  of  metal  were  ^o.^  of  c«etiu  Thom. 

articles  of  great  value  at  the  time  when  they  were  rare;  and 
they  were  carried  about  the  person  along  with  other  valuablea 
In  the  Archceohgia  (XXXV.  pi.  xii),  two  are  represented  as 
btnmg  on  a  ring  along  with  an  ear-pick ;  they  were  found  in 
an  Anglo-S6«on  burying-ground  at  Hamham  Hill,  near  Salis- 
bury.  It  is  related  that,  at  the  settlement  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers 


*  The  example  gi?en  in  the  text  is 
guttered, 
t  Wilson,  p.  328. 


X  Schoolcraft,  L  71 ;  IL  90. 
§  lb.,  V.  93. 
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in  North  America,  owing  to  some  accident,  there  was  but  one 
needle  at  a  particular  settlement,  and  the  housewives  were 
obliged  to  hire  it  in  rotation,  so  that  it  might  be  kept  employed 
without  intermission,  night  and  day.  The  old  play,  entitled 
Oammer  QurtorCs  Needle,  written  in  1565  by  John  Still,  after- 
wards Bishop  of  Bath,  shows  that  it  was  an  implement  of 
some  importance  to  rustic  people ;  but  we  may  place  in  con- 
trast with  that  &ct  the  proverb  "not  worth  a  needle,***  nearly 
equivalent  to  our  own  "  not  worth  a  pin." 

The  manufacture  of  modem  needles  is  said  to  have  been 
introduced  into  England  about  1565,  by  Elias  Krause,  a 
German ;  but  like  many  other  things,  the  history  of  whose 
manufacture  is  imperfectly  known,  they  were  called  Spanish. 
Thus,  in  Ford! 8  Dramatic  Works,  the  needle  is  spoken  of  under 
the  name  of  a  "  Spanish  pike/*  It  waa  usual  for  begging  friars 
to  carry  them  round  the  country,  selling  or  exchanging  them 
with  housewives,  just  as  travelling  collectors  of  rags  exchange 
pins  and  needles  in  the  coimtry  in  modem  times.  There  is 
an  allusion  to  this  custom  in  Barclai/a  Ch/tezen  and  Uplondysh 
Man  (1514),  p.  32. 

W6  gy V6  wol  &  chese,  our  wyves  coyne  &  eggs, 
When  freres  flatter  &  prayae  theyr  propre  legumes. 
For  a  score  of  pjnnes,  &  nedies  two  or  thre, 
A  gentle  Cluner  two  cheses  had  of  me. 
In  the  old  play  of  The  Four  F*s,  the  Pedlar  is  represented 
canying  in  his  pack  '^  nedies,  threde,  thymbell,  sbers ; "  and  in 
the  Ancren  Riwle  a  "  sopare  "  is  mentioned  (soaper  or  pedlar). 


♦  In  the  Ancren  Riwk,  p.  400,  oc- 
ean the  expression  ''no  heoth  nout 
worth  a  nelde,*'  (are  not  worth  a 
needle.)  In  the  Town^te^  Mystery 
Play 8^  written  probably  before  1400, 
Cajn  is  represented  as  saying  in  the 
play  of  *«  Mactatio  Abel.**— 

Whra  aUg  mens  conn  wu  tuyt  in  feld, 
Then  wu  myne  not  -wo{  Ji  a  neM; 
When  I  Bhnld  mw,  A  wantyd  seyde. 
And  of  come  had  MUe  iprate  neyde, 
Then  gaf  he  me  none  of  hlSi 

SurteesSoc,Edn,j>.  U. 


In  our  old  English  literatore  neeld 
and  ndd  are  commonly  nsed  for 
needle ;  and  the  indeftni^  article  takes 
the  consonant  with  it,  or  drops  it,  as 
an  eld,  a  narm.  a  nolde  man.  In  the 
Ancren  Riwle,  which  is  a  semi-Saxon 
monastic  code  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury, "nelde  prikunge"  occurs,  p.  IS4 ; 
and  "  A  wummon  hath  forloren  hire 
nelde,**  p.  324,  (a  woman  hath  lost 
her  needle.) 
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"  that  ne  bereth  buten  sope  and  nelden  "  (that  carries  but  soap 
and  needles). 

5.  Needles  in  this  Colledian, — ^These  in  number  are  about 
eleven,  and  are  all  of  bronza  They  vary  in  length  from  1 J 
to  5 J  inches ;  and  are  evidently  different  also  in  their  dat^s 
and  mode  of  construction.  In  some  the  eye  is  circidar,*  in 
this  respect  resembling  those  found  in  Fi-ance ;  in  others  it  is 
longitudinal  t  The  point  appeai-s  to  have  been  formed  by 
hammering  rather  than  by  grinding.  In  fig.  10,  the  chisel- 
shaped  object  which  pierced  the  eye,  appears  to  have  been 
used  to  give  a  slight  *'  guttering."  Prom  the  collection  of  the 
Eoyal  Irish  Academy,  two  bronze  needles  are  figured,  in 

-:g~~:s^   which    longitudi- 

^"^  nal  eyes  have  been 

BwmttNwdie.,  Irish,  punchcd.  Thccou- 

struotion  of  la  is  visible,  and  is  very  curious.  It  is  formed  of 
extremely  thin  metal,  hammered  up  into  a  solid  mass ;  and  it 
shows  the  seam  or  junction  throughout  nearly  its  whole 
length.  The  point  might  have  been  formed  by  narrowing  the 
rectangular  slip  of  metal  before  it  was  hammered.  The  head, 
or  upper  end,  was  then  flattened,  and  an  eye  punched  in  it. 

6.  Modem  Needles. — A  few  words  may  be  said  on  modem 
needles ;  especially  as  the  sewing  machine  threatens  to  transfer 
them  to  the  cabinet  of  the  antiquary  in  less  than  another 
century.  It  has  called  into  existence  the  manufacture  of  a 
peculiar  needle,  and  of  other  instruments  for  its  own  use. 
The  manufacture  of  needles  is  identified  with  several  places 
in  England,  e,  ff.,  Whitechapel  in  London,  Hathersage  in 
Derbyshire,  the  neighbourhood  of  Birmingham,  and  especially 
Kedditch  in  Worcestershire.  I  have  also  been  informed  by  a 
Eedditch  manufacturer,  that  needles  were  made  in  Chester 
about  seventy  or  eighty  years  ago,  and  that  a  man  who  had 
worked  there  died  at  an  advanced  age  in  his  own  employ- 
ment. 

•  PI.  XXIL,  3, 12,  and  13.  |     t  PI.  XXU.,  la,  5,  10,  and  14. 
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It  may  be  sufficient  to  enumerate  a  few  of  the  processes. 
The  circular  wire  is  cut  into  double  lengths,  and  is  then  straight- 
ened' and  stamped  in  the  middle,  so  as  to  form  two  needles 
inverted.  The  eyes  are  pierced  through ;  the  burr  or  projec- 
tion is  then  filed  off;  the  two  are  separated ;  and  then  foUows 
hardening,  straightening,  tempering,  burnishing,  finishing,  &c. 
Where  the  division  of  labour  is  complete,  the  processes 
amount  to  more  than  thirty  in  alL  Out  of  fourteen  poimds 
of  wire,  so  many  as  48,100  needles  are  made  at  Eedditch,  of 
which  only  three  per  cent,  are  broken,  and  imfit  for  use.  The 
remainder,  46,700,  are  suitable  for  commerce  and  domestic  use. 

2. — Needle-Cases. 
These  are  mentioned  in  connexion  with  the  needles  found 
in  Denmark ;  and  a  Roman  needle-case,  found  near  Carlisle, 
is  described  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Bruca  Fauasett  found,  at 
Kingston  Down,  with  the  two  needles  wliich  have  been 
mentioned,  a  little  needle-case,  which  is  engraved  in  the 
Inventorium  Seprdchrale,  It  was  a  brass  cylinder,  and  a 
small  piece  of  cloth  which  wrapped  it  round,  and  seemed 
to  join  the  top,  was  still  undecayed.  A  peculiar  needle-case 
is  engraved  by  Mr.  Smith ;  it  is  about  three  inches  square, 
and  its  sides  are  covered  with  grotesque  figures.  Chaucer 
represents  a  gallant  as  possessing  a  needle-case,  and  using 
it  to  complete  his  toilet  before  going  to  the  country;  and 
Strutt  engraves  his  portrait,  in  illustration  of  the  costume  of 
the  thirteenth  century,  from  the  frontispiece  to  an  edition  of 
the  French  poem. 

A  sylver  nedyl  forth  I  drowe, 

Out  of  an  aguUer  qneint  ynow, 

And  gan  this  nedjl  threde  anon, 

For  oat  of  towne  me  lyste  to  gon. 

.  .  .'  With  a  threde  bastjng  mj  8le?ia 

Alone  I  went 

Itom.of  the  Ro9e,  I  97. 

In  an  English  Vocabulary  of  the  thirteenth  century,  the 
follQwing  entry  occurs — 
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Heo  agnaiia,  a  nedyl-howi.* 
In  the  present  collection  there  are  five  needle-cases,  two  of 
which  are  figured  hera  That  which  is  marked  16  was  found 
near  the  needle  la,  and  was  probably  used  to  contain  it ;  for 
it  allows,  besides  the  needle,  merely  a  plug  or  stopper  of 
wood.  They  are  all  constructed  on  a  uniform  and  very  simple 
plan.  A  rectangular  piece  of  thin  metal  like  pasteboard,  has 
been  bent  into  a  roll  or  cylinder ;  and  two  notches  having  been 
cut  out  at  one  end,  the  bottom  is  turned  up  upon  the  sides. 
In  another  example,  not  engraved  here,  the  needle  and  needle- 
case  were  evidently  adapted  to  each  other. 

3. — ^TmMBLEa 
Only  two  or  three  have  been  found,  all  of  which  are 
very  imperfect  One  of  them,  apparently  of  bronze,  is  figured, 
fig.  11.  It  is  evidently  much  more  modem  than  the  needles. 
This  tends  to  corroborate  Alexander  Neckam,f  who  speaks 
of  thimbles  as  made  of  leather  in  his  time,  probably  of  cuir- 
hatcillu 


XVIIL— HAIR-PINS,  PIERCERS,  &a— Plate  XXII. 

1.  Needle^haped  Pins. — ^The  same  word  actis  served  among 
the  ancients  to  denote  a  needle,  a  pin,  and  a  piercer  or  bodkin; 
it  also  indicated  the  tongue  of  a  buckla  The  various  objects 
were  therefore  associated  in  name.  They  were  also  associated 
in  use;  as  the  needle,  the  breast-pin,  and  the  hair-pin, 
approximated  so  closely  in  construction  that  they  were  some- 
times undistinguishabla  Among  antiquities  they  are  fre- 
quently mistaken  for  each  other,  so  that  this  subject  naturally 
holds  an  intermediate  place  between  the  needle  and  the  pin 
proper. 

The  implement  which  was  related  to  aU  the  three  was  a 
skewer,  with  a  perforation  at  the  end  remote  from  the  point. 


♦Mayer's  Vocab.,  p.  199.  The 
same  term  occurs  ia  a  NommaU  of 
the  fifteenth   centarr,  thus:  —  Hoc 


acaare,  a  necfyl-hows,    lb.,  p.  232. 
t  Mayer's  Vocabularies,  101. 
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and  itB  chief  use  appears  to  have  been  as  a  hair-pin,  the  hole 
being  adorned  with  a  fluttering  ribbon.  The  mode  of  using  it 
is  depicted  by  Montfauoon ;  and  his  engraving,  which  appears 
in  the  Dictionary  of  Oreek  and  BoTnan  Antiquities,  has  been 
placed  side  by  side  with  an  example  sketched  by  Mi\  Fairholfc 
at  Coblentz.*  A  very  plain  bone  pin,  engraved  from  Dr.  Wilde^s 
Cataloffue,f  appears  to  have  been  employed  for  this  purpose. 
The  head  is  very  simple,  and  ornamented  by  diagonal  lines. 
It  is  oryen  here  of  full  size. 


Bon«  HAir-pto. 

A  hair-pin  of  this  kind  was  in  Mr.  Eoach  Smith's  collection 
with  a  medallion  on  the  head,  and  the  slit  or  eye  near  the 
pointj  A  needle-pin  of  bronze  is  engraved  in  the  Account 
of  the  Fairford  Graves,  Plate  ix,  fig.  7.  There  is  a  hole  at 
the  top,  and  a  ring  of  wire  through  it  Among  some  Anglo- 
Saxon  antiquities  at  Barrow  Furlong,  in  Northamptonshire, 
five  such  hair-pins  were  discovered,  one  of  them  having  a  ring 
of  brass  wire  inserted  in  the  hole.  They  were  a  little  more 
or  less  than  four  inches  long,  and,  from  the  thickness  of  the 
head  of  each,  it  could  never  have  been  used  as  a  needle.  One 
of  them  was  of  bone.  Needle-pins  of  the  same  kind  have 
been  found  in  Scotland.  § 

Besides  the  modem  use  of  the  needle-pin  for  the  hair  in 
Germany,  I  noticed  a  similar  object  in  silver,  large  and 
beautiful,  in  the  International  Exhibition  of  1862.  It  formed 
part  of  the  local  collection  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  and  is  worn 
by  the  women  there. 

2.  Pins  with  Loops  and  Rings, — In  1857  Mr.  Akerman 
exhibited  the  mountings  of  a  hair-pin,  found  among  Saxon 
remains  at  Bi*oughton  Poggs,  Oxon,  with  a  ring  through  the  top. 
He  also  advanced  evidence  to  show  that  the  hair-pin  was  a 

*  Journal  Arch.  Assoc.,  vol.  IV.  47,  I      }  Catalogae  of  London  Aot,  p.  63, 
t  Wilde,  p.  333.  |     §  Wilson,  p.  328. 
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MMaUagi  of  H^r^l^ 

distinction  of  the  matron,  while  nnmarried  women  permitted 
the  hair  to  float  in  capillo*  The  mounting  of  a  hair-pin,  whose 
stem  had  perished,  was  also  foimd  with  some  Anglo-Saxon 
remains,  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  M.  Kemble,  in  North  Wilts.  The 
material  was  bronze,  t  In  one  which  has  been  engraved,  from 
the  Anglo-Saxon  cemetery  at  Brighthampton,  Oxon,  the  use  of 
the  ring  inserted  at  the  top  is  apparent.  In  the  gTave  of  a 
girl,  a  taper  bronze  hair-pin,  six -inches  long,  was  found,  and 
the  ring  at  the  top  haul  suspended  a  little  tassel  of  thin  bronze, 
with  seventeen  circles  punched  on  each  side4  In  some 
remarkable  objects  from  Italy,  Styria,  and  Mecklenburg,  a 
number  of  small  human  figures  were  attached  to  a  miniature 
chariot  All  the  females  have  their  ears  bored,  and  remains 
of  ear  rings;  and  at  the  back  of  the  head  of  each  there  is  a  loop 
or  ring,  showing  that  something  ornamental  had  been  sus- 
pended there. 

Among  the  objects  related,  may  be  mentioned  the  hair-pin. 
Plate  XXII.,  fig.  7,  which,  instead  of  an  eye,  has  a  loop 
formed  of  the  material  itsel£  It  has  suffered  by  fmcture,  but 
its  general  design  is  obvious.  Fig.  9  denotes  an  instrument 
the  precise  uses  of  which  are  unknown.  The  fragment  of  it 
shown  here  resembles  a  portion  of  an  ordinary  Jew's  harp ; 
but  hair-pins  of  a  similar  kind  are  known  in  Denmark,  one 
side  serving  for  insertion,  and  the  other  for  decoration.  The 
form  suggested  by  the  dotted  lines  is  taken  from  an  engraving 
in  Worsac^s  A/bildninger,  <i;c. 

The  annexed  curious  object  was  found  at  Sibertswold 
Down,  in  a  woman's  grave ;  but,  as  it  was  of  iron,  it  was  found 

•  Proceedings  Soc  Antiq.,  IV.,  74.  I     {  n>.  XXXVIII.,  97. 
t  Ardueologia,  XXXVIL,  p.  1 U.     | 
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impossible  to  preserve  it  Mr.  Eoach  Smith  suggests  tliat  it 
was  a  buckle ;  but  may  it  not  have  served  as  an  acus  crir^is, 
or  hair-pin  of  an  unusual  form  ? 


Otitjeei  of  doobtfifl  pmrpoBtf. 

Pins  generally, — ^The  Eoman  hair-pins  which  have  been 
found  at  various  places,  and  on  various  occasions,  are  usually 
of  bone  or  bronze.  The  former  are  more  rudely  manufactured, 
and  the  latter  more  elegantly.  The  bronze  ones  are  also  more 
slender  in  their  structure,  as  mass  of  material  was  not  necessary 
to  give  them  strength.*  Several  of  those  found  at  Uriconium  f 
are  thick  in  the  middle,  as  if  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  their 
being  readily  lost,  and  some  of  them  still  retained,  when  they 
were  found,  traces  of  the  oil  with  which  they  had  been  smeared 
when  in  use.  Some  of  the  hair-pins  in  Denmark}  were 
double,  the  two  parts  being  united  by  a  chain  or  a  long  link, 
like  the  modem  cravat  pin,  known  as  the  "union  pin." 
There  is  an  example  from  Beech  Downs,  in  the  Londesborough 
collection.!  A  bronze  pin,  found  in  Ireland,  about  three  and 
a  half  inches  long,  is  thick  in  the  middle,  and  has  a  cup- 
shaped  head,  like  the  cusped  ornaments  common  in  that 
country.  Numerous  other  curious  pins,  so  large  as  to  have 
probably  been  used  for  the  hair,  but  possibly  also  for  the 
dress,  are  noticed  in  Archaeological  volumes. 

In  the  grave  of  a  woman  was  found  a  small  brass  hair-pin, 
with  head  thin  and  flat,  and  with  cross-marks,  like  a  minutely 
divided  inch  measure. 


*  Antiquities  of  Richboro',  p.  85* 
t  Guide  to  Uriconium,  p.  71. 
X  Wonan's  Afbildninger,  p.  46. 


§  See  Antiquities  of  Ljmne,  Plate 
viii.,  and  InYentorinm  Sepulchralet 
p.  xxxi. 
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Bnas  Hair-pin. 

A  long  and  graceful  hair-pin  of  bronze  was  found 
near  Bicester,  several  feet  below  the  surface,  while 
digging  for  the  railway.  It  has  a  small  bead  of  white 
glass  at  the  top,  held  by  claws.  In  the  collection 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy  is  a  decorated  bone  pin. 
At  the  head  it  is  perforated  with  five  holes,  and  is  an 
interesting  example  of  what  is  called  the  circular 
domino  ornament,  common  to  bone  objects.  It  is  seven 
and  a  half  inches  long,  but  is  here  represented  on  a 
reduced  scale.    It  was  found  in  the  river  Shannon. 

In  my  own  possession  there  are  several  large 
pins,  nine  and  ten  inches  long.  They  are  of 
ordinary  thick  wire,  with  metallic  heads  the 
size  of  a  small  pea,  or  with  dark  glass  beads  for 
heads,  or  with  heads  of  spiral  wire,  about  the 
size  of  those  of  modem  pins.  Along  with  them 
is  a  piece  of  doubled  wire  fifteen  inches  long, 
forming  what  is  technically  called  in  modern 
times  a  "hair-pin,**  of  half  this  length.  The 
whole  of  these  were  used,  about  eighty  years  ago, 
in  fixing  the  high  projections  of  hair  and  cushions     ^ 

Bone  Pin 

which  were  worn  on  ladies'  heads.  shSn^n. 

The  object  engraved  fig.  4,  Plate  XXII.,  is  probably 
an  ear-scoop  or  part  of  a  pair  of  tweezers ;  but  it  was 
<*«*i^    grouped  for  engraving  in  consequence  of  the  form  ( f 
its  eye,  as  no  inference  could  be  drawn  with  certainty  respect- 
ing its  other  extremity. 

Two  articles  of  bone  are  primitive  in  their  character.     They 
have  evidently  answered  the  purpose  of  bodkins*  or  piercers. 


*  The  bodkin  was  among  the  mis- 
cellaneoos  articles  sold  to  ladies,  as 
mentioned  in  the  O.  P.  by  Martin 
Parker,  Hcarry  White  his  Humour, 
It  was  also  used  in  dressing  the  hair, 


and  frequently  had  a  needle  form. 
**  A  bodkine  or  fine  instroment  that 
women  curie  their  heare  withall,  it 
may  be  called  a  friseling  iron.  A 
bodkine  or  big  needle  to  crest  the 
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or  lu^ve  possibly  served  as  hair-pins,  or  skewers  for  very  coarse 
and  common  dresses. 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  pieces  of  bone,  %8.  6  and  9, 
all  the  objects  on  this  plate  are  brass  or  bronze.  Perhaps  that 
is  the  reason  why  the  instrument  denoted  by  %.  8  has  been 
preserved  so  well  as  compared  with  Mr.  Faussett'a  Figs,  la 
§jid  lb  were  drawn  in  1847  from  some  of  the  earliest  articles 
j)3x)cured,  viz.,  those  belonging  to  Mrs.  Longueville.  Figs.  7, 8, 
and  12,  denote  objects  in  my  own  collection.  Figs.  5,  13,  and 
14,  others  in  Mr.  Smith's ;  and  the  eight  remaining  objects 
belong  to  Mr.  Mayer. 


XIX.— PINS.— Plate    XXIII. 

1.  Material, — ^Though  this  object  is  so  small,  and  com- 
Hjercially  so  valueless,  it  has  become  practically  a  necessary 
of  civilization.  It  is  now  manufactured  in  quantities  so  large 
as  to  be  scarcely  credible,  and  the  numbers  used,  injured, 
thrown  aside,  or  lost,  are  equally  great ;  yet  when  pins  were 
manufactured  singly,  like  nails,  each  one  was  an  object  of 
great  importanca 

The  primitive  pins — namely,  spines  of  a  thorn — ^which  have 
already  been  noticed,  were  used  imtil  recently  by  poor  women 
in  Wales.  They  were  scraped  and  dried,  and  called  pin  draen* 
Wooden  pins  also  were  employed  for  personal  use,  and  a  hair- 
pin of  this  material  has  been  found  among  the  Eoman  remains 
at  UriconiunLf  Pins  of  horn  were  also  occasionally  employed 
before  the  common  use  of  metal  pins ;  and  one,  believed  to  be 
of  this  material,  was  found  in  a  primitive  wood  coffin  in  East 
Yorkshire.! 

Pins  of  bone,  nearly  the  thickness  of  an  ordinary  ivory  pen- 


beares.** — Fleming,  **Ask  utensil  wo- 
men roll  their  hair  on.**— .BoiV*^.  The 
bodkin  or  piercer  of  cloth,  possessed 
its  name  in  common  with  the  dagger ; 
and  in  this  latter  sense  the  term  is 
found  in  Chaucer,  Shakspeare,  and 
numerous  other  writers.  The  term 
**  stiletto  **  has  become  mdre  common 


in  our  own  day,  to  denote  an  imple- 
ment for  ladies*  work,  and  this  also 
includes  the  dagger. 

*  Harland's  Kotes  to  the  Shuttle- 
worth  Accounts. 

t  Wright's  Guide,  p.  71. 

t  Wright's  Essajrs,  I.,  130. 
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holder,  are  found  in  laige  numbers  at  Boman  stations,^  and  also 
in  British  bcurows  and  Saxon  burial-placea  A  few  days  ago, 
I  inspected  a  large  number  which  had  been  found  with  Eoman 
fibidae  at  Lincoln.  Pins  made  from  the  bone  of  the  ox,  and  a 
ruder  and  smaller  one  from  the  bone  of  the  sheep,  were  found 
among  some  Celtic  relics  at  Orkney ;  f  also  in  a  cinerary  urn 
at  Ballidon  Moor4  Among  Eoman  remains  they  have  been 
found  in  large  numbers;  some  very  curious  ones  at  Rich- 
borough,  others  at  Boxmoor,  Herts,  and  at  Uriconium.  §  Bone 
pins  have  been  found  in  Kent,  and  are  jHreserved  among  the 
articles  <^  the  Faussett  collection.  Large  ones,  called  spindle- 
pins,  supposed  to  have  been  used  as  spindles  or  knitting-pins, 
were  eiao  found,  along  with  a  carved  reed,  in  the  graves  of 
the  AUemanni,  at  Oberflacht  in  Swabia.|  They  are  also  fre- 
quently found  in  Switzerland.  If 

The  annexed  beautiful  little  ivcny  pin  was  found  with  a 
small  brass  buckle  Mid  attachment,  two  ^^^ 
knives,  a  knife-sheath,  a  javelin,  and  an  G^  =aBi«^ 

urn.     It  was  evidently  employed  in  con-         moMairm^ia, 
nection  with  male  attire,  as  this  could  not  be  a  woman's  grave. 

Iron  pins  were  common  till  lately  among  the  lower  orders, 
and  may  be  so  still ;  but  the  material  being  corrosive,  many  of 
the  ancient  specimens  have  no  doubt  perished.  Before  the 
introduction  of  the  Poor-Law  system  into  Ireland,  that  is  to 
say,  before  the  last  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  skewers  were 
very  common  among  Irish  b^gars,  for  fastening  the  blanket 
or  large  shawl  by  which  a  child  was  suspended  on  the  back. 
An  iron  skewer  was  foxmd  at  Caerwent  nine  inches  long,  with 
a  ring  at  one  end,  but  whether  it  had  been  used  in  fastening 
the  dress  is  not  known.** 

Pins,  consisting  of  a  single  strip  of  copper,  exist  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Boyal  Irish  Academy,  and  others  of  simple  construc- 
tion of  brass  or  bronze.   Every  degree  of  artistic  skill  is  exempli- 


*  Arclueological  Journal,  YIU.,  8ft. 
t  AichflBologia,  XXXIV.,135. 
t  Beliquwy,  II.,  62. 
(  Wright's  Qoide,  p.  86,  and  PI.  xi. 


II  Archftologia,  XXXVI.,  147. 
f  Troyon*8  Habit.  Lacaf.»  Plate 
Tii.figs.  1,  2,  8,  11. 

»♦  Arch«ologia,  XXXVI^  480. 
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fied,up  to  the  highest  style  of  ornamentation.  As  bronze  or  brass 
pins  e^re  so  well  known,  only  a  slight  allusion  to  them  is  necessary. 
Small  brass  pins,  for  linen  or  other  clothing  material,  have 
been  found  in  the  ancient  British  barrows,  and  Celtic  pins  of 
brass  at  Orkney.*  Along  with  the  Roman  bone  pins  just 
noticed,  bronze  or  brass  ones  were  also  found  at  Boxmoor, 
Herts.  Curious  and  interesting  pins  of  this  material  have 
been  found  at  various  places  in  Ireland.  One  from  Randals- 
town,  near  Antrim,  has  two  animal  heads  on  the  ring  which 
passes  through  the  top  ;t  and  another  from  the  same  county, 
with  a  twisted  ring  nearly  large  enough  for  an  armlet,  and 
with  a  pin  nearly  three  inches  long,  exhibits  signs  of  gilding, 
and  has  a  hollow  for  the  admission  of  a  gem.  J  A  large 
number  of  others,  of  great  variety  of  patterns,  was  found  at 
Ballinass  Bay,  in  the  county  of  Donegal.  §  A  square  bronze 
pin,  pointed  at  both  ends,  is  figured  by  M.  Troyon,||  and 
those  with  ornamented  heads  are  numerous. 

Of  Anglo-Saxon  pins,  one  was  found  by  Kemble  in  North 
Wilts,  and  several  were  found  in  Kent.  It  is  said  that  metal 
pins  like  ours  are  first  mentioned  in  the  statutes  of  1483;  but 
that  it  was  sixty  years  after  before  the  manufacture  of  them 
was  established  in  England. 

2.  Forms, — The  forms  which  they  assumed  may  be  seen  from 
^  some  of  the  following  figures,  which  allow  us  to  ^^ 
compare  them  with  those  in  the  present  collec- 
tion. The  two  pins  annexed  are  both  of  brass, 
and  resemble  ours,  figs.  4  and  5  respectively.  It 
will  be  observed  that  one  of  them,  like  our 
fig.  4,  becomes  thicker  near  the  point,  and  that 
the  other  has  a  solid  spherical  head  They  were 
found  in  the  same  grave  along  with  a  knife,  a 
piece  of  iron,  some  linen  cloth,  and  part  of  an 
urn.  The  next  example  is  one  with  a  thin 
fiTp?x5ciiL  flat   head,  and  with  ornamental   cross  lines  «Sd^. 


I) 


•  ArchiEologIs,  XXXIV.,  95. 
t  Ulster  Journal  of  Archaeology, 
IV.,  269. 


I  lb.  v.,  157. 
§  lb.  VI.,  351. 

II  Habit.  Lacas.,  PI.  viii.,  fig.  19. 
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apparently  running  round  it.      This  pin  appears  to  be  not 

f  cylindrical  but  square,  or  rather  not  conical  but 
pyi-amidaL  It  was  found  in  a  woman's  grave  with 
beads,  near  the  neck  of  the  skeleton,  and  a  box  at  the 
feet.  A  fourth  brass  pin,  with  pyramidal  head,  ^ 
was  also  found  in  a  woman's  grave;  along  with  it  ^'^ 
waa  a  needle-case  like  ours,  Plate  XXIL,  fig.  16, 
and  two  needles  like  ours,  Plate  XXII.,  figs,  la 
and  2,  together  with  a  piece  of  linen,  which 
apparently  enclosed  the  top  of  the  needle-case. 
A  fifth  brass  pin,  with  three  cross  marks  at  three 
places,  was  foimd  beside  the  head  of  a  middle- 
aged  person.  ^^^ 
A  silver  pin,  somewhat  resembling  the  third  iSruSlf 
of  these  examples,  was  found  in  one  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
graves  of  Kent  It  is  flat-headed,  and  marked  by  cross 
lines  beneath  the  head,  and  towards  the  point  It  was 
in  a  woman's  grave,  accompanied  by  ear-rings,  precious 
stones,  &c.*  Another  elegant  little  one  of  silver 
gilt,  with  a  hole  in  its  flatted  head,  and  a  rope- 
like pattern  running  down  the  whole  of  its  stem, 
was  also  found  in  a  woman's  grave.  She  appears 
to  have  been  a  person  of  distinction,  as  along 
with  it  were  found  a  chatellaine,  ear-rings,  beads,  ^  „  . 

'  o  '  '  gnuJl  Pin 

a  comb,  armlets  of  ivory  and  brass,  a  knife  and  ^^'^^ 
sheath,  shears,  bead,  chain,  &c.      These  last  two  ex- 
amples remind  us  of  the  allusions  to  the  "  siUer  pin  "  in  the 
old  ballads,  which  was  not  altogether  a  poetic  exaggeration.! 

Chaucer's  monk,  who  appears  to  have  been  very  dressy  for 
a  churchman,  used  a  pin  of  gold ;  but  pins  of  that  metal  were 
very  rare,  and  were  seldom  alluded  to  in  our  old  English 

literature. 

And  for  to  fasten  his  hood  under  his  ohinne, 
He  hadde  of  gold  ywroght  a  carious  pinne.  % 


SDTerpln. ' 


*  Inyentorium  Sepalchnde,  p.  43. 


t  Oh  had  I  wist  before  I  kilt, 
That  lore  had  been  lae  ill  to  win. 

X  had  locked  mj  heart  with  a  kejr  o'gowd. 
And  pinned  it  «ri'  a  dller  pin. 

0,  &    Tht  Marchionut  ofDvugtat. 


X  Prologue  to  the  Canterbury  Tales. 
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They  were  sometimes  worn  even  in  church,  if  the  old  ballad 
of  Pr<md  Lady  Margaret  be  true  : — 

When  jou  are  in  the  gade  kirk  set^ 

The  gowd  pins  in  joar  hair, 
Ye  tak  mair  deljte  in  yonr  feckless  dress 

Than  in  your  morning  prayer. 

John  de  Gaiiande,*  in  the  early  part  of  Uie  thirteenth 
century,  describes  the  Aurifabri  as  manufacturing  pins, 
"  spintera."  f  Many  of  these,  as  we  see,  were  not  unlike  the 
tongues  of  brooches,  or  "buckle  brooches;"  and  such  things 
are  manufsu^ured  at  present  with  hinges  attached,  that  they 
may  be  soldered  on  to  the  brooches  of  various  materials  which 
are  currently  manufactured. 

3.  Uses. — The  two  great  purposes  for  which  pins  were 
employed,  were  to  fasten  the  dress  and  the  hair.  Judging 
from  the  practice  of  modem  times,  we  should  infer  that  the 
smaller  pins  were  employed  exclusively  for  the  former  purpose, 
and  the  laiger  for  the  latter ;  but  this  is  not  quite  correct  A 
very  small  pin,  like  the  example  of  silver  gilt  just  given,  was 
probably  employed  in  connecting  the  dress,  but  so  were  also 
large  ones  approaching  in  size  to  skewers.  A  particular  class 
of  hair-pins,  bearing  some  relation  to  needles,  has  already  been 
noticed ;  but  of  those  shown  h^e  as  examples  of  brass  pins, 
probably  every  one  was  an  acus  crinaiis,  or  hair-pin,  for  in 
every  instance  they  were  found  by  the  side  of  the  skulL  The 
larger  silver  pin  was  also  found  by  the  skulL 

At  Long  Wittenham,  in  Berks,  several  minute  pins  were 
found  along  with  bones  in  an  urn,  and  one  was  bent  back  as 
if  for  the  fastening  of  a  cloak4  In  the  clerical  dress,  the  pall 
was  fastened  to  the  chesuble  by  means  of  small  gold  pins.  A 
large  pin  of  this  kind,  with  an  ornamental  head,  forms  part  of 
the  armorial  bearings  of  the  see  of  Canterbury.  From  all 
this,  it  is  evident  that  we  can  only  indicate  in  general  terms 

♦  Mayer's  Vocab.,  p.  128.  I  espmgb,"  elsewhere. 

t  Explained  thus,  **  Spincter  dicitar  I      |  Arch»ologia,  XXXVIII.,  34. 
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the  uses  to  which  pins  were  applied  in  mediaeval  and  earlier 
times,  and  probably  one,  as  has  been  suggested,  served  various 
purposes  at  various  times. 

The  style  of  dress  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
the  use  of  pins  in  cx>nnection  with  it,  may  be  seen  by  a 
quotation  fix>m  the  old  play  of  Lingua,  by  Anthony  Brewer, 
1607:— 

*'  Five  hours  ago,  I  set  a  dozen  maids  to  attire  a  boy  like  a  nice 
gentlewoman,  but  there  is  saoh  doing  with  their  looking-glasses,  pin* 
ning,*  xmpinning,  setting,  nnsetting,  formings  and  conformings ;  snch 
stir  with  sticks  and  combs,  oascanets,  dressings,  purls,  falls,  squares, 
busks,  bodies,  soarfii,  necklaces,  carcanets,  rebatoes,  borders,  ties^  fans, 
palisadoes,  puffs,  ruffs,  cuffii,  muffs,  pusles,  fusles,  partlets,  frislets, 
bandlets,  fillets,  croslets,  pendulets,  amulets,  annulets,  bracelets,  and  so 
many  lets,  that  jet  he's  scarce  dressed  to  the  girdle ;  and  now  there  is 
such  calling  for  fardingales,  kirtles,  busk-points,  shoe-ties,  &c.,  that  seven 
pedlars'  shops,  nay,  all  Sturbridge  fiiir,  will  scarce  furnish  her.  A  ship 
is  sooner  rigged  by  £ar  than  a  gentlewoman  made  ready." 

4  Ornamentation,  Jkc. — ^The  following  are  examples  shewing 
various  styles,  and  the  form  of  the  heads,  and  the  manufacture 
of  the  stems.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  some  instances  they  are 
very  simple,  in  others  somewhat  complicated.  The  stems  are 
sometimes  fiat  and  sometimes  round ;  and,  when  decorated,  the 
decoration  extends  downwards  to  about  one-third  of  the  length. 
This  is  the  part  which  appeared  along  with  the  head,  the  rest 
being  concealed  in  the  dress.  In  some,  the  lower  third  of  the 
pin  is  quadrangular,  as  if  to  present  a  diflftculty  in  withdrawing 
it;  and  in  some  there  is  a  knob  about  one-third  the  length  from 
the  top,  as  if  to  prevent  the  insertion  of  the  pin  beyond  that 
point  The  following  eight  specimens  are  taken  from  Wildes 
Catalogue  of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy's  collection,  where  they 
are  figured  and  described,  p.  556.    The  two  examples  shewn 


♦  In  the  old  play,  Harry  WhiU 
his  Hununar,  the  following  occurs — 

F^hmim.  What  luwttIio«  time  V 
Mtitn*,  Cawlt,  goriett, bain,  powden  to  makt  % 
taO, 


YaloitUt  gloTw  and  Yaaiee  roUi,  to  rab  Um  ie«th 

withal, 
LaoM,  poraet,  rings,  biuda,wim,  and  (tlawM  Ana, 
Biaeelata,  pariymiea,  itill'd  watoza,  aopa  in  wina, 
Pina,  bodUns,  staya,  and  ottMT  Unda  of  ataft 
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nhere,  have  both  conical  heads  and  plain  stems. 
In  the  former,  the  cone  stands  upon  a  double  ring, 
and  is  surmounted  by  a  knob ;  in  the  latter,  it 
stands  upon  a  single  ring,  and  is  chequered  like 
the  slates  or  tiles  of  a  house.  The  next  two  ex- 
^^SSfei^"^  amples  shew  one  pin  with  ornamented  stem, 
notched  at  the  sides,  and  with  an  indented  line 
passing  downwards.  Its  head  consists  of 
series  of  rings,  like  little  terraces.  The  second 
of  this  pair  has  a  multangular  head  like  ours, 
figs.  7,  8,  9,  and  11,  but  the  facets  are  plain; 
whereas,  in  the  examples  on  Plate  XXIIL,  they  ^^^fflKSST* 
are  all  ornamented.  A  more  elegant  example  than  any  of 
these  existed  among  the  objects  first  discovered;  it  had  a  large 
multangular  head,  every  facet  of  which  was  carved  with  little 
circles  and  centres,  but  it  was  unfortunately  lost.  In  the 
next  pair  we  have  a  diamond-shaped  head,  with 
a  knob  at  each  comer,  and  a  chequered  panel 
in  the  centre ;  also  a  ribbon-shaped  head,  with 
something  which  may  have  been  the  sun  in 
the  centre.  The  next  pair  have  flat  horizontal 
"^^S.ihSSS?'"'* heads,  but  each  is  slightly  orna- 
mented. The  former  is  thickened  near  the  top, 
and  decorated,  both  by  perpendicular  lines  and 
by  a  few  faint  cross  lines,  on  the  stem.  The 
latter  has  two  double  circles  on  the  side  of  its 
head.  Several  curious  pins  from  Denmark  are  yi«"^5^pin«. 
engraved  in  the  Afbildninger ;  one  with  a  head  like  the  beak 
of  a  bird,  and  tapering  down  to  half  the  length  of  the  stem, 
appears  in  La  Normandie  Souterraine ;  *  and  a  third  class  with  a 
crutched  head,  from  the  barrows  at  Aymesbury  and  Brigmil- 
stone.  North  Wilts.t 

5.  General  Remarks. — Quotations  respecting  the  mode  of 

•  P.  378,  I  Arch«ol.  Index,  p.  56. 

t  Hoare.     Quoted  in   Akerman's  I 
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procuring  pins  have  been  given  in  the  chapters  referring  to 
Knives  and  Needles.  It  appears,  too,  from  the  Milleres  Tale, 
that  they  were  regarded  as  a  valuable  present,  and  sometimes 
sent  as  love-tokens. 

He  woeth  hire  hj  menes  and  brocage, 
And  swore  he  wolde  ben  hire  owen  page  ; 
He  singeth  brokking  as  a  nightingale, 
He  sent  hire  pinnes,  methe,  and  spioed  ale.* 

In  the  Request  and  Suite  of  a  True-hearted  Englishinan,'\ 
the  writer  speaks  contemptuously  of  articles  imported  from 
abroad.     He  says  : — 

"  We  pay  well  for  cure  manjfolde  babies  that  we  bye  of  them,  and 
so  force  us  to  seke  upon  them  to  take  oure  cloth  (which  they  wolde 
sew  to  us  for  if  we  wolde  once  be  wyse),  and  conveygh  oure  fyne  gold 
and  sylver  out  of  this  realme,  to  gyve  them  theyr  owne  askyng  for  theyr 
pynnes,  theyr  paynted  papers^  head  clothes  for  women,  with  fore  sieves 
and  neckerchefes,  glasses,  hobbeyhorses,  babies  for  our  children,  and 
a  thousand  such  Hke  thingis  which  all  we  myght  well  forbear."  X 

Some  of  them  were  obtained  from  Milan;  for  pins  were 
included  among  the  articles  brought  by  the  London  Company 
of  Hurriers  or  Milliners. 

In  July,  1621,  two  thousand  pins  cost  twentypence,  or  at 
the  rate  of  a  penny  a  hundred  ;§  so  that  the  manufacture  had 
ab'eady  been  greatly  cheapened.  This  circumstance  gave 
origin  to  the  expression,  "  Not  worth  a  pin,"  or  the  four  hun- 
dredth part  of  a  penny.  In  the  Interline  of  the  Disobedient 
Child,  1560,  is  the  following  : — 

Wherefore  then  I  pray  ye  shall  we  go  to  our  inne, 
And  look  that  every  thinge  be  made  redye^ 
Or  els  all  is  not  worth  a  brasse  pynne.  || 
In  Shakspeare  we  have  more  than  one  allusion  to  the  sub- 
ject :— 

Why,  what  should  be  the  fear  1 

I  do  not  set  my  life  at  a  pin's  fee. 

JffanUet,  i.  4. 


♦  Canterbury  Tales,  1.  3378. 
t   By  William   Cholmeley,  Lon- 
doner, 1553. 


X  Camden  Miscellany,  Vol.  II. 

§  Shuttleworth  Accounts. 

II  Percy  Society^s  editioD,  p.  24. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


234 


PABT  IL — THE  OBJECTS. 


My  wretcfaednees  unto  a  row  of  pins. 
These  oommonen  will  talk  of  state. 

Rich,  ILy  iii.  4. 
In  the  old  play  of  Band  Ruffe  and  Cuffe,  in  which  there 
are  numerous  puns  upon  the  articles  of  dress,  the  following 
occurs : — 

Oufe,^Mn.  Stitehwel,  the  sempeter,  was  the  very  maker  of  you 
both,  yet  that  little  doe  yon  regard  her ;  bat  it  is  the  common  costome 
of  yon  idl,  when  yon  come  to  be  so  greate  as  ye  are,  ye  forget  from  what 
house  yon  come. 
Muffe, — 'S  'foot,  Buffe  careth  not  a  pin  for  her. 
Bande, — ^Nor  Band  a  button. 
In  the  old  ballad  of  Harpalus,*  it  is  said : — 
For  Colin  was  her  onely  joye 
Who  forst  her  not  a  pinne. 
We  have  also  the  trifling  value  of  a  pin  alluded  to  in  the 
old  proverb  "  A  pin  a-day  's  a  groat  a-year,"  which  would  be 
nearly  at  the  rate  of  a  penny  per  hundred.     Of  the  poems  of 
Alexander  Arbuthnot,  of  Scotland,  the  Miseries  of  a  Pure 
8colear  was  written  in  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
He  says : — 

All  oostlie  olayths  I  compt  nocht  worthe  ane  preine,t 
Quhilk  dois  bot  foster  pryde  &  vanities 

In  Dr.  Adam  Smith's  Wealth  of  Naiions,  the  author  shows 
in  his  first  chapter,  under  the  head  of  "Division  of  Labour," 
some  of  the  detailed  processes  in  the  manufacture  of  a  pin. 
He  says  it  is  divided  into  about  eighteen  distinct  operations ; 
though,  in  small  factories,  more  than  one  are  performed  by 
one  person.  He  had  examined  a  small  factory  where  there 
were  only  ten  hands  employed,  yet  they  made  about  48,000 
pins  per  day,  or  4800  each;  though,  if  one  man  had  performed 
all  the  processes,  he  could  not  have  made  twenty,  if  so  many. 


•  Percy's  Beliqaes,  II.,  78. 

t  Preen  is  the  Scotticism  for  pin, 
deriTed  from  the  Saxon.  Thus,  in 
the  O.  B.  of  The  Young  Tamlane, 

Sbe  hM  prinked  hendl  and  preened  hexeeQ 
By  tke  M  lieht  o' the  mimeb 


"Preou  in  eien,'*  a  pin  in  the  eyes. 
Ancren  Eiwle,  84. 

See  Note  on  '^ear^preon,"  in  the 
article  Ear-rings. 

t  Chronicle  of  Scottish  PbeHy,  III., 
333. 
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In  England  alone,  there  are  about  ten  tons  of  wire  consumed 
weekly  in  the  manufacture  of  pins ;  and,  assuming  that  there 
are  4000  of  average  size  in  a  pound,  this  is  equivalent  to 
nearly  ninety  millions  weekly,  or  4,659,200,000  annually. 
In  one  of  the  papers  in  the  Spectator ^  written  in  February, 
1711-12,  Addison  makes  merry  with  what  is  known  to  ladles 
as  "  pin-money."  Mrs.  Fribble  has  an  allowance  of  £400  a- 
year  under  this  head,  and  he  calculates  fix>m  the  data  "a 
pin  a-day  's  a  groat  a-year,"  that  she  must  have  used  8,640,000 
new  pins  annually.  He  suggests  that,  as  such  money  is  used 
for  many  other  purposes,  the  idea  of  industry  might  be  intro- 
duced by  calling  it  "  7i«ed/e-money." 

Fig.  3  has  a  glass  head,  like  the  long  one  given  imder  "  hair- 
pins, &c.,"  and  pins  of  this  kind  were  far  from  rare.  The  hair- 
pin of  bronze,  given  on  p.  225,  with  a  small  bead  of  white  glass 
at  the  top,  was  found  in  1850  near  Bicester,  seven  feet  below 
the  surface.*  Figs.  4  and  5  have  been  already  noticed,  and  fig.  6 
is  remarkable,  as  its  head,  when  complete,  appears  to  have 
been  a  circular  plate.  Figs.  7  and  11  are  complete ;  but  figs.  8, 
9, 10,  are  fragments  only.  The  decoration  of  the  stem  of  fig.  7 
is  very  peculiar,  and  suggests  what  fig.  13,  Plate  V.,  may  have 
been. 

There  are  29  pins  of  this  kind  in  the  collection  altogether ; 
6  of  my  own,  8  of  Mr.  Smith's,  and  15  of  Mr.  Mayer's.  They 
are  all  brass  or  bronze.  Of  the  objects  engraved,  fig.  9  is  from 
one  of  my  own  specimens,  and  all  the  others  are  from  those  of 
Mr.  Mayer.    They  are  mediaBvaLf 


XX.— TWEEZERS,  RIVETS,  AND  NAILS.—Plate  XXIII. 
1. — ^TWEEZEBS. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  ancient  Saxons  used  tweezers 
extensively ;  and,  when  the  process  of  shaving  was  difficult, 
such  articles  were  frequently  very  convenient.     Tweezers  are 

«  Proceedings,  8.  A.,  II.,  202.  |      f  C.  R.  S. 
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more  usually  found  in  connection  with  mortuary  urns  tlian 
Mdth  body  burial ;  and,  in  graves  of  the  latter  kind,  the  gi'eater 
number  have  been  found  in  connection  with  the  remains  of 
women.*  Several  have  been  found  in  the  Kentish  graves ; 
also  at  Fairford,  Chessell,  and  Little  Wilbraham ;  and  in  other 
countries  of  Europe  as  well  as  in  our  own.  The  form  was  not 
very  varied.  Sometimes  a  single  slip  of  metal  was  bent  into 
the  required  shape,  and  sometimes,  as  in  the  examples  here, 
the  two  sides  were  retained  by  a  ring,  like  that  of  a  crayon 
holder.  At  Long  Wittenham,  in  Berkshire,  tweezers  were 
almost  invariably  found  with  remains  of  women,  only  one  pair 
having  been  foimd  with  the  remains  of  a  man.  These  hung 
at  his  waist,  near  the  iron  ferrule  of  a  spear,  and  a  knifcf  In 
the  summer  of  1860,  another  pair  of  bronze,  very  small,  was 
found  in  an  urn,  with  calcined  human  bones,  and  some  other 
metallic  objects.  A  broad  and  interesting  pair  of  tweezers  was 
found  at  Kingston  Down,  in  Kent,  and  they  are  commonly  found 
in  the  graves  of  North  Grermany.  J  Some  are  figured  in  the  A  r- 
chceologia,  of  very  large  and  coarse  construction,  to  one  of  which 
is  appended  an  ear-pick.  They  were  often  accompanied  by  a 
small  knife,  or  by  a  needle  and  awl  of  bronza  In  the  Antiqua 
Explorata,  a  curious  pair  of  tweezers  is  strung  with  an  ear-pick ; 
a  small  band  of  wire,  instead  of  a  metal  runner,  surrounds 
the  two  sides,  and  increases  the  prehensile  power  of  the  im- 
plement; and  others  were  found  in  the  Saxon  cemetery  of 
Linton  Heath,  Cambridgeshire.  §  We  know  that  the  desire 
for  depilatory  performa.nce  is  still  exhibited  by  the  American 
Indians  and  others;  and  depilatories  are  now  common,  not 
only  in  Paris  but  in  London.  It  has  been  said  by  some, 
however,  that  these  instruments  were  not  used  for  this  purpose 
at  all,  or  at  least  exclusively ;  but  that  they  were  employed 
in  sewing.  It  is  supposed  that  they  held  together  the  two 
sides  of  a  seam,  like  the  "  clams  "  or  wooden  forceps  which  a 


*  Inyentorium  Sepolchrale,  p.  xxxiii. 
t  Archeeologia,  XXXVIII.,  pp.331, 
337,  338. 


X  Ibid.,  XXXVL,  p.  277. 

§  ArchsologicalJoam.,  XI., 99,103. 
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shoemaker  still  uses  to  hold  the  two  pieces  of  leather  in  their 
position.  The  accompanying  figure  is  one  to  which  this  sup- 
position applies. 


Tvecnen  ox  Forceps,  foil  bIk. 

Of  the  objects  on  Plate  XXII.,  fig.  1  has  been  pronounced 
to  be  "  elaborate  Roman  tweezers ; "  *  and  another  antiquary 
has  pronounced  fig.  2  to  be  Roman,  "f-  But  similar  objects 
were  found  among  the  remains  of  various  classes  of  people; 
and  this  fact  increases  the  difficulty  of  fixing  their  national 
connection  positively. 

There  are  six  pairs  among  these  objects;  one  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Smith,  and  five  in  that  of  Mr.  Mayer.  The 
material  of  one  of  the  latter  appears  to  be  iron.  Both  of  the 
objects  engraved  on  Plate  XXIII.  are  bronze,  and  belong  to 
Mr.  Mayer. 

2. — Rivets. 

In  the  pre-christian  period,  vast  numbers  of  rivets  of  a  very 
minute  kind  were  sometimes  used  in  the  construction  of 
brazen  implements,  many  hundreds  being  required,  at  times, 
for  the  construction  of  a  single  ona  These  may  be  seen  in 
connection  with  the  large  brazen  trumpets  preserved  in  the 
Royal  Irish  Academy ;  but  the  commoner  rivets  of  a  more 
recent  period  were  invented  in  Germany,  to  hold  on  the  over- 
lapping plates  of  armour.  They  are  accordingly  often  spoken 
of  as  Ahnayn  rivets.  Thus,  in  the  Inventory  of  the  Goods 
of  Dame  Agnes  Hungerford,  among  the  "  percelles  left  in  the 
Castle  of  Farley  "  we  read,  1523  :— 

Item, — ^In  the  same  castelle^sez  score  pare  of  harncs  of  Alman  ryvetts 
and  brygeudens,  with  1  sheffe  of  arrow8.:t 

•  A.  W.  F.  \      t  Archaeologia,  XXXVIII.,  368. 

t  C.  R.  S. 
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Also  in  Qiieen  Jane  and  Qtieen  Mary,  we  have  the  following 
passage,  aj).  1554  :* — 

Bought  of  John  SkeltoD,  smjth,  a  payer  of  Allemaine  ryreits,  lakyng 
ij  tacea  and  a  gorgett,  viij*. 

In  the  Skuttktoorth  Accounts  of  June,  1661,  we  read : — 
Fy  ve  C  of  braase  ry  vetts,  xviij<*.  f 

The  rivets  in  this  collection  are  either  small  brass  ones,  used 
in  the  maim&cture  of  minute  objects,  or  th^  are  the  large 
iron  ones  denominated  bolts. 

3. — ^Najls. 

All  the  nails  of  the  olden  time  were  of  wrought  iron,  the 
present  processes  for  their  rapid  manufacture  being  imknown. 
Eoman  nails  have  been  found  at  Uriconium,  in  the  very  slates 
which  they  attached  to  the  roofs ;  and,  in  like  manner,  flat- 
headed  nails  have  been  found  at  Caerwent,J  in  the  tiles  for 
roofing,  and  elsewhere,  §  of  the  same  type  as  those  discovered  in 
the  later  British  barrows.  Numerous  long  spike-nails  have  been 
found  in  various  parts  of  England,  as  at  Lulls  worth  (now  Spital- 
fields),  in  1516,  ||  at  Colchester,ir  at  Bourne  Park  near  Canter- 
bury,** at  Boxmoor  in  Herts,tt  ai^d  elsewhere.  Some  have 
supposed  that  these  were  used  to  fasten  together  the  large 
boxes  in  which  men  were  interred,  and  their  goods  along  with 
them,  others  say  that  they  held  together  the  logs  of  funeral 
piles ;  but  an  opinion,  which  is  strongly  held  by  others,  is,  that 
the  Eoman  punishment  of  crucifixion  was  common  in  Britain, 
and  that  these  are  the  nails  which  attached  the  malefactor  to 
the  crosatt 

In  the  eariy  part  of  the  eleventh  century,  workmen  at 
Yerulamium  found  certain  oak  planks  with  nails  in  them,  and 
covered  with  pitch;  they  were  supposed  to  be  part  of  an 
ancient  8hip.§§    Large  Norman  nails  still  remain  in  several  of 


*  Queen  Jane  and  Queen  Mary,  185. 
t  Shattleworth  Accoants,  p.  250. 
X  Archaologia,  XXXVI.,  p.  429. 

I  ArcluBological  Journal,  VI.,  404. 

II  Proceedings,    8oc.    Antiquaries, 
Vol.  n.,  p.  121. 


T  Ibid.  Vol.  n.,  p.  171. 
♦♦  Ibid.  Vol.  n.,  p.  79. 
tt  Archaeologia,  XXXTV.,  p.  394. 
Xt  Proceedings,    Soc.  Antiquariesy 
Vol.11,  pp.  83,  84,94,  121. 
|§  ArchAologia,  XXX.,  p.  441. 
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our  church  doors,  and  smaller  ones,  in  the  Norman  book-cover, 
mentioned  by  Scott,  in  the  library  of  Durham  Cathedral* 

About  ten  years  ago,  two  large  nails  were  shown  from  the 
door  of  the  ancient  chapel  at  Kilbride,  near  Dunblane  ;f  and 
still  more  recently,  in  taking  down  an  old  house  at  Annan,  it 
was  found  that  the  slates  had  been  fastened  on  by  pegs  made 
of  the  leg-bones  of  sheep. 

The  door-nails  just  mentioned  are  referred  to  in  the  Shuttle- 
worth  Accounts,  page  146,  where  he  says : — 

iiij  hondreth  of  dower  nales  of  the  lesser  sort,  le  hnndreth  ij*.  iiu**. 
ix».  iiij'*. 

To  such  as  these  we  are  indebted  for  the  common  proverb, 

"  As  dead  as  a  door-nail,"  which,  of  course,  only  moves  as  it 

is  moved.{    In  the  Expenses  of  the  Wardrobe  of  Edward  IIL 

mention  is  made  of : — 

C  clavi  de  ferro.§ 

In  1554,  the  treatise  known  as  Q^een  Jane  and  Queen  Mary, 
gives  us  the  following  entry : — 

lether  and  najles  to  mend  the  hemes,  j'.  ^.|| 

In  1586,  we  find  the  following  entry  in  the  Shuitleworih 
Accounts: — 

Making  a  thousand  and  fonre  schore  horoe  nails  of  youre  owne  ieron, 
xviij*. 

Of  the  small  bronze  nails  engraved  here,  there  are  only  nine; 
eight  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Mayer,  and  one  in  Mr.  Ainslie's. 
Figs.  12, 13, 14,  are  from  the  former,  and  fig.  15  from  the  latter. 
They  are  all  mediaeval. 


XXI.— RINGS.— Plate  XXIV. 

1. — Finger  Eings. 
1.  Introduction, — ^The  employment  of  rings  is  unquestionably 
very  ancient,  extending  back  almost  to  the  time  of  Tubal-Cain. 
From  the  earliest  references  to  them,  it  would  appear  that 


*  Antiquarian  Gleanings  in  the 
North  of  England,  Plate  ir. 

t  Proceeding  of  the  Soc  Antiq., 
Scotland,  I.,  149. 

^  Bat  O«0fge  IM  «id  Um  dnffon  kia 


As  dMid  M  any  door-aaU. 

OtdBaOad.    St.  OtergtM  Bnglmnd, 

§  Archsologia,  XXXI.,  40. 
y   That  if,    l^d.,  «ob."  meaning 
obolna. 
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they  were  badges  of  office,  or  marks  of  government ;  and  they 
were  no  doubt  employed  to  seal  public  documents.  Thus, 
Pharaoh  invested  Joseph*  with  a  ring  in  del^ating  to  him 
authority  in  Eg3rpt.  But  at  the  same  period,  or  shortly 
subsequent,  rings  were  used  as  personal  decorations ;  for  a 
mummied  hand,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Mayer,  has  a  beautiful 
obelisk  for  its  stone,  lying  along  the  direction  of  the  finger. 
The  nomad  people  called  Midianites,  who  were  conquered 
by  Moses,  and  eventually  overthrown  by  Gideon,t  possessed 
large  numbers  of  rings  among  their^personal  ornaments.  It 
would  appear  fix>m  the  Assyrian  sculptures,  that  finger-rings 
were  unknown  among  these  people,  their  place  being  supplied 
by  more  massive  bracelets  and  armlets.J 

With  other  nations  of  antiquity  they  were  common,  and 
the  collections  of  our  English  antiquaries  embrace  numerous 
Roman  rings.  Some  of  these  are  noticed  in  connection  with 
keys ;  but  of  Roman  rings  proper,  one  probably  intended  for 
the  thimib  was  found  at  Kirkby  Thore,  in  Westmoreland.  § 
Others  have  been  found  by  Dr.  Bruce  along  the  line  of  the 
Roman  wall ;  and  one  of  bronze  at  Caerwent,  in  Monmouth- 
shire. At  Uriconium  several  have  been  found,  and  of  very 
varied  materials.  Near  Chilgrove,  in  Sussex,  two  rings  were 
found  in  1843,  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  Roman  Christians! 
At  some  ancient  British  burial-places  at  Stanlake,  Oxfordshire, 
a  spiral  bronze  finger-ring  was  discovered.  Roinan  rings  were 
at  first  of  iron,  and  the  right  to  wear  gold  ones  was  originally 
restricted  to  the  rich.T  Hannibal  procured,  literally,  bushels 
of  rings  from  the  conquered  Romans ;  and,  among  the  latter, 
collections  of  rings  were  not  uncommon.  Of  Saxon  and  more 
modem  rings  there  are  numerous  examples. 

2.  Materials, — Gold  was  the  most  valuable  material ;  and 
rings  of  gold  were  worn  by  the  rich  when  they  could  be  had. 
Sometimes,  also,  rings  of  an  inferior  metal  were  valuable  from 

*  Genesis  xli^  xlii.  l      §  Arch«ol.,  XXXI.,  286. 

t  Nambers  xzzi.;  Jadges  viii.         |      ||  Archflool.,  XXXI.,  SI  2. 
t  Layard'sIlIastrationsofNinereh.  '      f  See  James  ii.  2. 
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their  structure,  decpration,  or  peculiarity, 
ring  of  the  fifteenth  century  was  found 
at  Haddon  Hall,  in  Derbyshire,  about 
1860.    It  bears  the  figure  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist,  with  the  lamb ;  and,  from 


A  beautiful  gold 


Th«  EUddon  ring. 


The  ring  expanded. 

the  poesy  or  inscription,  was  evidently  a  gift.  (Reliquary,  II., 
47.)  The  inscription  is  lie  fio  eti  (tt  tVt  {de  ban  cour.)  Kings 
of  silver,  bronze,  brass,  and  copper,  were  common ;  and  even 
those  of  lead,  amber,  glass,  ivory,  and  wood.  At  Uriconium 
"  they  have  been  discovered  of  silver,  yellow  bronze,  bronze 
with  iron  wire,  bronze  with  open-work  on  one  side,  and  a 
fragment  of  one  of  wood."  *  In  the  collection  of  the  Eoyal 
Irish  Academy,  there  are  rings  of  bone  ;t  and  at  Killamey 
numerous  cheap  rings  are  sold,  said  to  be  made  of  the  wild 
deer's  hoot 

So  important  a  business  was  the  making  of  rings,  that  it 
was  separated  fix>m  the  ordinary  work  of  the  goldsmith ;  and 
the  trade  of  the  Annularius,  or  ring-maker,  J  was  a  distinct  one. 


•  Wrighfs  Uriconium,  S6. 

f  Wilde's  Catalogue,  p.  335. 

}  In  the  previons  pages,  yarions 
occupations  hare  been  noticed  which 
no  longer  exist  among  us ;  so  that  a 
glance  at  some  of  the  trades  past  and 
present  may  be  instructive.  The  shoe- 
maker, saddler,  and  naUer  stiU  exist ; 
the  dish-turner  is  found  in  rural  dis- 
tricts, where  wooden  bowls  and  tren- 
chers yet  survive;  the  wigmaker  is 
now  one  who  occupies  leisure  hours 
with  what  was  formerly  an  important 
business ;  we  possess  the  term  pin- 
msdterlike  watchmaker,  but  there  is 
In  reality  no  such  person,  as  each  is 
one  nam^  for  numerous  occupations. 
Buttonmakers  are  still  to  be  found. 


who  are  occupied  with  manufacturing 
a  particular  class  of  buttons.  The 
blacksmith  turns  out  objects  in  dark 
iron,  and  the  whitesmith  those  in 
polished  metal ;  the  locksmith  and  the 
gunsmith  are  named  from  articles 
which  they  produce,  and  the  copper- 
smith, silversmith,  and  goldsmith, 
from  the  materials  with  which  they 
work. 

The  arkwright  was  occupied  in 
making  the  large  oak  chests  with 
carved  fronts,  still  to  be  seen  in  farm- 
houses ;  the  cartwrigfat  or  wainwright 
made  carts  or  waggons;  the  wheel- 
wright made  spinning-wheels  about 
thirty  years  ago,  but  the  term  now 
denotes  a  person  who  makes  the 
R 
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3.  Uses. — ^Besides  tlieir  uses  as  signets-  or  seals,  for  which 
their  attachment  to  the  person  made  them  peculiarly  appro- 
priate, they  were  always  desired  as  ornaments.  They  thus 
came  to  ctenote  quality,  as  in  the  expression  from  an  old  play — 
I  am  a  gentleman,  looke  on  my  ring ; 
Baosomme  me  at  what  thou  wilty  it  shall  be  paid.* 
A  ring  was  part  of  a  prize  for  archery ;  as  mentiOBGd  in  one 
of  the  Kobin  Hood  ballads — 

A  greate  coarser,  with  saddle  and  biydle, 

With  gold  bumiahed  fall  bright ; 
A  payre  of  gloves,  a  red  golde  ring, 

A  pipe  of  wyne,  good  fey ; 
What  man  bereth  him  best,  I  wis, 
The  prize  shall  bear  away.f 
It  is  often  represented  in  ancient  poetry  as  having  been  the 
token  to  a  porter  to  open  the  gates ;  and  not  unfrequently  it 
served  the  purpose  of  a  bribe — 

The  porter  gan  him  wite. 

And  seyd  '*  cherl,  go  oway, 
Other  7  schal  the  smite, 
What  dostow  here  all  day  ?  ** 


wheels  for  yarioos  kinds  of  carriages. 
Sclater  is  the  old  form  of  slater  (as 
sclate  is  of  slate);  stringer  means 
rope- maker ;  and  the  Scottish  soutar 
is  the  Latin  sutoTy  a  Bhoemaker.  The 
cobbler  is  distinguished  from  theshoe- 
maker,as  being  a  mender  only ;  and  the 
botcher  was  formerly  a  mender  of  ordi- 
nary clothing,  as  diitinguished  from  a 
tailor  who  makes  new  garments. 

Of  the  terms  which  have  become 
obsolete,  and  several  of  which  are 
noticed  under  their  proper  heads,  are 
the  bowyer  and  fletcher ;  the  buckle- 
maker,  ringmaker,  broochmaker,  and 
claspmaker ;  the  girdler  or  beltmaker, 
the  capper,  who  was  the  hatter  of  his 
time,  and  the  hand-casemaker  or 
glover.  To  these  may  be  added  the 
cup-mender,  the  casemaker,  the  huck- 
ster, lorimer,  &c. 


Many  of  these  might  still  be  found 
in  the  second  part  of  one  of  our  de- 
cennial censuses,  showing  that,  though 
an  occupation  has  almost  disappeared, 
it  still  has  its  representatives  some- 
where in  England;  and  of  course 
other  trades  have  come  into  existence 
with  names  which  our  forefathers 
never  knew.  Many  of  the  names  of 
extinct  trades  survive  in  the  surnames 
of  families,  as  Arkwright,  Cartwright^ 
Wainwright,  Lorimer,  Sclater.  Bow- 
yer, Stringer,  Fletcher,  Cordiner 
(shoemaker).  Vrobisher  (furbisher), 
Kembster,  Lavender  (washerman), 
Shearman,  &c.,  &c. 

•  First  Part  of  the  (intention ; 
York  and  Lane.    Shaks.  Soc 

t  A  Litil  Grcste.— Bitson. 
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A  ring  lie  rauglit  him  tite,* 
The  porter  seyd  Bought  nay.f 
Sometimes  also  the  ring  was  employed  as  an  inducement  to  a 
wife  to  perform  her  duty — 

I  have  conditioun  of  aue  curchef  crisp,  or  silk ; 
Ane  gown  of  engraynit  clajth,  richt  gaylie  furrit ; 
Ane  ring  with  royal  stane ;  or  other  ryche  juelLt 
In  an  ancient  Scottish  poem  called  the  Freirs  of  Bervnk,  a 
woman  as  proud  as  a  parrot  is  represented  as  having  two 
rings  on  each  finger — 

On  ilk  ane  fynger  scho  weirit  ringis  two, 
Scho  was  als  proud  as  any  papingo. 
That  rings  were  worn  on  the  thumb  is  evident,  not  only 
from  the  size  of  some  of  them,  but  from  the  analogous  practice 
still  common  in  the  east.    Chaucer  also  says  in  the  Squierea 

TaU— 

Upon  his  thomhe,§  he  had  of  gold  a  ring, 
And  by  his  side,  a  naked  swerd  hanging. 
In  the  same  poem>  a  magical  ring  is  mentioned  which  is  worn 
in  like  maimer  on  the  thumb — 

The  vertue  of  this  ring,  if  ye  wol  here, 
Is  this,  that  if  hire  list  it  for  to  were 
Upon  hire  thombe,  or  in  hire  purse  it  bere, 
Ther  is  no  foule  thai  fleeth  under  heven 
That  she  ne  schal  wel  understand. 
Oocasionally,  also,  the  finger  of  the  skeleton  is  found  sur- 
rounded by  the  ornament  which  was  coveted  and  prized 
during  life.    In  the  year  1697,  a  woman  was  drowned  for 
theft  in  the  Loch  of  Spynie,  in  Morayshire,  and  in  1811  the 
skeleton  was  brought  to  light  with  a  ring  on  its  finger.    In 


*  Beached  him  quickly. 

t  Sir  Tristrem,  Fytte,  I.,  v.  53.  A 
similar  scene  occurs  in  the  old  hallad 
of  Kmg  JSitmere. 

Than  they  polled  o«t  a  ryiiff  of  gold, 

Lajd  U  on  the  portei^  anno : 
And  OTei  wo  wUl  tbao,  pzond  port^« 

That  thow  njo  ns  no  banne. 
Sore  ho  looked  on  Kyng  Estmert, 

And  aan  he  handled  the  lyng, 
Then  opened  to  them  the  ft^  hall  yatei, 

He  lett  for  no  kjBd  of  thyng. 


X  Dunbar,  Twa  Manit  Wemen 
and  the  Wedo. 

§  There  is  in  my  own  possession,  a 
large  copper  thumb-ring  of  the  15th 
century.  It  bears  the  letters  I  H  C, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  the  signet  of 
some  one  connected  with  the  Abbey 
of  Lancaster. 
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1862,  in  some  discoveries  made  at  Pompeii,  a  body  was  too 
far  decayed  to  be  touched ;  but  liquid  plaster  of  Paris  was 
poured  in  upon  it,  and  a  casting  was  taken,  which  came  out 
with  such  accuracy  that  a  ring  was  found  on  the  finger.  In 
a  woman's  grave  at  Kingston  Down,  the  analogous  case  was 
found,  of  a  brass  anmlla  surroimding  the  bone  of  the  arm.* 
In  the  excavation  of  an  Anglo-Saxon  burial-place  at  Hamham 
Hill,  near  Salisbury,  a  silver  twisted  ring  was  found  on  the 
middle  finger  bone  of  a  skeleton  ;t  and  in  some  sepulchral 
objects  from  Italy,  Styria,  and  Mecklenburg,  obtained  by  the 
late  J.  M.  Kemble,  Esq.,  was  a  finger-ring  of  bronze,  in  which 
the  bone  sttll  lay.  The  Abb^  Cochet  mentions  this  as  a  usual 
occurrence,  and  represents  it  by  a  woodcut — 

Au  doigt  de  la  main  sont  lea  bagaes  ou  des  anneaux  d*or,  d'  argent^ 
de  cuivre,  on  de  bronze.  Quelqaes  ones  de  oes  bagaes  sont  unies,  mala 
d*aatres  ont  dea  chatons  en  agate,  en  venoterie  rouge  on  vert,  on  des 
croix  eDcaust^es  snr  metal  Communement,  elles  sont  encore  pass^es 
au  doight  qui  les  porta,  dont  la  phalange  est  toute  verdie  par  Toxyde 
du  broDZ6.$ 

2. — Peculiaji  Rings. 

Some  were  used  as  whistles ;  one  of  which  resembles,  in 
general  appearance,  ours,  Plate  XXIV.,  fig.  6.  Others  have 
been  manufactured  to  serve  as  squirts;  and  an  ancient  watch 
occupies  the  place  of  a  stone  in  a  ring.  Among  the  Danish 
rings  is  one  consisting  of  a  thick  hoop  of  amber,  with  a  Runic 
inscription  surroimding  it.§  Bronze  rings,  with  broad  expand- 
ed ends  overlapping  each  other,  have  been  found  near  the  spot 
traditionally  known  as  the  burial-place  of  MacbetL||  A  very 
peculiar  ring  of  silver  wire,  half  the  circle  of  which  is  thrown 
up  into  peculiar  loops,  was  foimd  on  the  finger  of  a  skeleton 
by  Sir  Henry  Dryden,  Bart,  in  li343,  at  Barrow  Furlong,  in 
Northamptonshire.1f  In  the  Fairford  graves,  a  ring  was  found 
along  with  an  ear-pick  and  pins. 


•  Inyentorinm  Sepulchralerp.  62. 
t  Figured  ArchaeoLj  XXXV.,  PL 
xii.,fig.  U. 
X  LaNormandie  SouteiT8ine,p.20. 


§  Worsaaa,  AfbUd.,  p.  87. 

|]  WilBon*8  Prehistoric  Annals,  827. 

i  ArcbBolog.,  XXXm.,  832. 
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Ordinary  curtain  rings  were  well  known  to  our  aacestoiu 
For  example,  in  the  Expenses  of  the  Wardrobe  of  Edward  III., 
1345-49,  sixty  rings  of  copper  are  mentioned ;  and  again,  a 
himdred  rings  of  copper,  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  red 
•curtains  for  the  king's  chamber.  For  a  similar  purpose,  two 
himdred  copper  rings  are  ordered  at  another  time.*  We  see 
such  divisions  of  apartments  in  the  drawings  which  decorate 
old  manuscripts;  and  it  is  evident  that  when  large  rooms 
served  for  numerous  purposes,  such  temporary  partitions  were 
indispensabla  No  doubt  they  resembled  the  divisions  by 
curtains  still  in  Tise  in  school-rooms,  or  the  partitions  in  the 
large  sleeping  apartments  of  the  model  lodging-houses  of  our 
own  day.  Certain  carved  statues  in  front  of  Bameck  Church, 
Northampton,  of  the  time  of  Henry  VI.  and  VII.,  stand  each 
in  front  of  a  curtain  with  rings-f  In  the  expenses  of  John  of 
Brabant,  and  Thomas  and  Henry  of  Lancaster,  1292-3,  J  men- 
tion is  made  of  silver  rings  and  thongs  for  the  bascinets. 
There  are  other  large  rings,  the  uses  of  which  are  uncertain. 

One  of  brass,  an  inch  and  five- 
eighths  in  diameter,  was  found  in 
a  woman's  grave,  and  may  have 
served  as  an  extempore  brooch. 
Some  coarse  linen  cloth  was  found 
along  with  it ;  and  it  is  clear  that, 
a  piece  of  the  cloth  being  drawn 
through  the  ring,  a  pin  of  any 
material  could  have  been  inserted 
BnMBing  with  qoadnipie  lines.  across  it.  lu  many  riiigs  of  this 
class,  and  in  some  buckles,  a  simple  style  of  ornamentation  is 
observable.  It  consists  of  cross  lines  in  sets ;  in  this  instance 
there  are  eight  sets  of  four.  In  Plate  XXIV,  fig.  5,  there  are 
three  sets  of  six ;  and  in  Plate  XXV,  fig.  2,  there  are  three 
sets  of  three. 


*  Arch»ol.,  XXXL,  pp.  22,  32,  86, 
54,  &c 
t  Carter's  Ancient  Scnlptore  and 


Painting. 
}  Camden  MisceUany,  XL,  7. 
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The  use  of  the  ring  in  matrimony  has  come  down  to  wb  from 
the  earliest  Christian  times.  At  present  it  is  usually  plain 
and  of  gold,  but  formerly  a  frequent  symbol  was  that  of  the 
serpent  with  its  tail  in  its  mouth,  indicating  affection  in  per- 
petuity. This  gave  origin  to  gymnal  rings,  which  resembled* 
the  ordinary  split  rings  for  keys,  except  that  the  two  parts 
could  be  shown  separately  though  joined  like  links,  and  formed 
a  complete  ring  when  joined  together.  It  is  probably  a  gym- 
nal ring  to  which  Emilia  aUudes  in  Othello  IV.,  2,  when  die 


'^  Marry,  I  wonld  not  do  such  a  thing  for  a  joint  ring,  nor  for  mea- 
anres  of  lawn,  nor  for  gowns,  petticoats,  and  caps." 
One  is  figured  by  Hone ;  *  and  others,  separating  into  three 
and  even  four  rings,  were  shown  in  the  temporary  loan  museum 
at  South  Kensington.  The  inner  inscription  on  one  is,  QiLod 
dms  conjunxU,  homo  non  separet.  The  ring  was,  therefore,  an 
ordinary  love-token,  either  when  broken  or  when  two  were 
exchanged.  The  old  bedlads  speak  frequently  of  wooing  with 
brooch  and  ring  (see  Brooch) ;  and  Lord  Gregory  exchanged  a 
gold  ring  for  a  diamond  one  with  Annie  of  Loohryan-f 

5.  Rings  in  this  Collection. — ^The  rings  in  this  collection  are 
of  three  classes : — I.  Large  rings  like  curtain  rings,  of  which 
there  are  43  in  all ;  viz.,  32  brass  or  bronze,  7  iron,  and  4  letod.$ 

II.  Finger-rings ;  viz.,  2  gold,  1  silver,  15  bronze,  and  2  lead.^ 

III.  Small  rings,  thin  and  flat,  about  a  quarter  of  an  inohiin 
diameter,  the  uses  of  which  are  not  accurately  knowb.  Of 
these  there  are  45,  all  of  them  brass,  except  one  of  lead.  The 
fourteen  represented  on  Plate  IXIV,,  are  all  of  the  class 
Finger-rings. 

Fig.  1  is  of  gold,  carefully  engraved  on  its  sides ;  and  on  the 


•  Table  Book,  II.,  1. 

t  O,  dinna  ye  mind.  Lord  Oregoir, 
Ab  we  B«t  at  Um  wine, 
We  chang'd  the  xingB  firae  our  flngexi, 

And  I  can  ihow  thee  thine  ? 
0  yonn  wm  Rode,  and  gude  enooghf 

Bat  ay  the  beet  waa  mine; 
Tor  yovs  w«i  o'  the  fade  red  fowd, 
Bat  mine  o'  the  diamond  fine. 

Mimtnliy  ^fm  Bordtr,  IL.  4S9. 


t  Of  these,  4  belong  to  Mr.  Majer, 
13  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  36  to  myself. 

§  Of  these,  8  belong  to  Mr.  Ainslie, 
3  to  Mr.  Smith,  3  to  myself  aiid  11 
to  Mr.  Mayer. 
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metal  is  a  rude  shield,  surmounted  by  the  letters  A,  G.  Fig.  2 
is  of  silver,  fluted  throughout,  with  the  letter  U  on  a  che- 
quered base  of  the  metal  These  two  are  evidently  much 
more  modem  than  the  others.  Fig.  6,  which  is  also  of  gold, 
•resembles  some  of  the  more  primitive  ones  of  brass  or  bronze. 

Figs.  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  11,  12,  13,  are  all  of  brass  or  bronza 
There  is  a  space  for  a  setting  in  fig.  3,  which  appears  to  have 
been  filled  with  blue  colour.  Fig.  4  is  a  portion  of  a  spiral 
ring,  which  may  have  had  another  complete  coil,  and  may 
have  terminated  in  small  knobs.  Fig.  5  is  open,  but  it  appears 
to  have  been  so  originally,  and  never  to  have  been  Ifractured. 
At  each  of  three  places  on  its  upper  edge  there  appear  to  have 
been  six  incised  lines.  Figs.  7  and  11  have 
also  vacant  spaces  for  stones ;  the  latter  is  sup- 
I  posed  to  be  Roman.  Figs.  8,  9,  and  12,  are 
examples  of  the  knotted  ring,  where  each  end 
was  looped  over  the  other  side ;  and,  by  a  little 
BiiTw  Sliding  Rinff.  gcutlc  cxpansiou  or  contraction,  the  ring  could 
easily  be  fitted  to  various  sizes  of  fingers.  Figs.  8  and  12  are 
curiously  ornamented  with  a  pattern  which  is  quite  visible  in 
the  engraving ;  and  9  may  have  been  so  in  like  manner,  but 
nothing  of  the  kind  is  now  visible. 

An  object  like  fig.  13  is  engraved  among  the  brooches, 
(Plate  VI.,  fig.  4),  the  pin  serving  as  a  diameter  between  the 
ornamented  and  unomamented  semicircles.  Possibly  this 
may  have  been  used  for  a  similar  purpose,  though  it  does  not 
exhibit  any  signs  of  the  attrition  of  the  pin. 

Figs.  10  and  14  are  lead,  and  smaller  than  the  others  ;  the 
latter  is  like  the  toy  rings  frequently  sold  to  children. 

If  the  conjecture  be  correct  that  any  of  these  are  Soman, 
the  dates  of  those  represented  will  probably  range  from  the 
4th  to  the  17th  century.  Figs.  1,  2,  and  6,  which  represent 
gold  and  silver  rings,  are  from  Mr.  Ainslie's  collection ;  figs.  4, 
10,  and  11,  from  that  of  Mr.  Smith ;  fig.  5  from  my  own,  and 
the  remaining  seven  from  that  of  Mr.  Mayer. 
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XXII.—EAErRINGS.— Plate  XXV. 

1.  Introduetwn, — ^Though  ear-rings  may  not  be  more  ancient 
than  finger-rings,  we  notice  a  record  of  them  at  an  earlier 
period.  The  servant  of  Abraham  is  said  to  have  given  a 
golden  ear-ring  to  Eebecca,  but  it  is  sometimes  imderstood  to 
have  been  an  ornament  for  the  forehead.  At  all  events,  ear-rings, 
which  are  known  to  nations  of  very  different  d^rees  of  civili- 
zation, w^^  common  among  the  Israelites,  Midianites,  and 
Egyptians.  The  Assyrians  also,  especially  the  men,  wore  ear- 
rings, sometimes  both  massive  and  beautiful  ;^  and  the  ladies 
both  of  Greece  and  Rome  wore  ear-rings. 

Among  the  Roman  antiquities  found  at  Reculver,t  in  Kent, 
is  a  supposed  ear-ring  of  gold ;  but  its  use  is  a  little  doubtfuL 
In  the  year  1812,  Dr.  Lee  found  a  pair  of  beautiful  silver  ear- 
rings in  the  Ionian  Islands,  a  woodcut  of  which  is  given  in 
the  Archceologia,  XXXIII.,  46.  Each  opens  and  shuts  by  two 
hooks,  and  is  embellished  by  three  globules  with  elevated 
circles,  like  equators  surroimding  them.  A  large  drop  orna- 
ment is  suspended,  surrounded  and  intersected  by  elegant 
filigree  work,  with  an  ornament  like  the  figure  8  in  three  of 
the  quadrants,  which  unite  in  a  pyramid.  The  remains  of  a 
Frankish  warrior,  discovered  at  Envermeu,  in  the  Lower  Seine, 
by  the  Abb^  Cochet,  exhibited  a  pair  of  ear-rings  of  base  silver, 
with  torqued  circles  closed  by  a  hook  and  eycj  Among  the 
Faussett  antiquities, ear-rings  of  silver  were  extremely  common; 
they  were  foimd  in  seventeen  of  the  Kingston  graves,  in  seven 
at  Sibertswold,  and  in  others  at  Gilton  and  Barfriston. 
Ear-rings  of  bronze  were  also  known ;  and  one  of  this  material 
was  found  among  the  Anglo-Saxon  objects  at  Fairfordg  in 
Gloucestershire.     Others  are  both  figured  and  described  by 


*  See  Layard*s  lUastrations  of 
KineTeh,  PL  t.  ;  and  especially  PI. 
xUk,  whoce  there  are  namerous  cruci- 
form ear-rings.  On  PI.  xxxir.  they 
are  heU-shaped,  and  some  like  half  of 
a  crayon. 


t  Smith,  218. 

i  ArchsBol.,  XXXVn.,  102. 

§  Ibid.,  XXXVn.,  146. 
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Bronze  Ear-rinfs  from  Ui« 
BwinlAkM. 


M.  Troyon,  from  the  lakes  of  Switzer- 
land*   Two,  which  consist  of  threads  of 
bronze,  are  reproduced  here.    No  doubt  i 
they  were  also  made  of  other  alloys  of 
copper,  and  of  lead. 

Among  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  kindred  nations  it  would 
appear  that  ear-rings  were  almost  confined  to  females.  In 
most  of  the  instances  mentioned  by  Faussett,  he  states  that 
they  were  found  in  a  woman's  grave ;  and  several  circumstances 
lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Frankish  warrior  just  alluded 
to  was  an  Amazon,  f  In  some  antiquities  from  Italy,  Styria, 
and  Mecklenburg,  all  the  female  figures  have  their  ears  bored, 
and  each  has  a  loop  at  the  back  of  the  head  for  the  suspension 
of  similar  ornaments.  An  ornament  in  gold,  supposed  to  have 
been  an  ear-ring,  was  discovered  in  Suffolk,  and  a  silver  ear- 
ring at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  both  supposed  to  be  Saxon.  ''The 
gold  ring  was  formed  with  several  round  wires,  curiously  twist- 
ed like  a  rope,  tapering  towards  the  extremities,  which  were 
united  together,  forming  a  ring  or  hook,  to  which  a  smaller 
ring  or  hook  might  be  adjusted  for  suspension  to  the  ear."  J 

We  are  sometimes  surprised  at  the  nature  of  the  objects 
which  are  called  ear-rings,  for  we  think  only  of  our  own 
methods  of  insertion  and  suspension.  The  knotted  ring^ 
were  no  doubt  loosed,  and  fastened  again  after  being  passed 
through  the  ear ;  and,  when  open,  an  old  pendant  could  be 
removed  and  replaced  by  a  new  one. 

Also,  metallic  hooks,  like  those  in  use  among  ourselves, 

^-^       were  frequently  placed  in  the  ears; 

If      j  j       and  thus  many  objects  could  be  sus- 

II   ^  pended.    Annexed  are  two  which  were  I 

jff      1  found  in  the  grave  of  an  Anglo-Saxon 

//        I  woman  of  distinction,  along  with  nu- 

^\J/  merous  beads  and  other  articles  for 

xarHooicNo.!.  suspeusiou.      The    articles    suspended  E„HookrNa.5t 


*  Habitations   Lacustres,  PL  xi., 
figs.  21,  22. 
t  ArchsBol.  XXXVn.,  109. 


t  Proceedings  of  the  Society  of 
Antiqnaries,  I.,  117. 
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included  rings  themselves,  and  the  objects  which  liiey  sus- 
tained ;  and  thus  we  see  how  massive  and  complete  rings  were 
i  t  made  pendent  from  the  ears.   Some  were 

a  used  along  with  beads,  as  mere  pensile 

If-  ^  ornaments,  especially  by  women.     A 

^  Jl  little  object  like  a  bulla  was  found  in 

^^         a  woman's  grave,*  along  with  a  knotted 
B^MnaTongtoriivMj^m.    bmss  ring,  ou  which  was  a  small  piece 
of  brass  like  a  spangle.    The  same  general  idea  is  shown  still 
more  cleariy   in   the  — 

adjoining   cut,  y 
two  large   beads 
represented  as  si 
on  iron  rings, 
is    of    coarse    I 

earth,  and  striped 

red,  white,and  yellow.  ir«nEi»g.withB..d^torE«.re«i«.t.. 

These  also  were  found  in  a  woman's  grave.f 

In  the  Anglo-Saxon  graves,  the  rings  of  silver  were  generally 

knotted  each  upon  itself,  like  our  figs.  8,  9,  and  12,  or  like  the 

Ting  for  suspension  above.     In  the  collection  of  the  late  Lord 

Londesborough  is  a   silver   ring,  found  at   Breach  Downs, 

near  Canterbury.     It  is  broad  in  the  middle;  but  the  two 

extremes,  like  fine  wire,  are  twisted  round  each  other.    It 

was  usual  for  one  or  more  beads,  sometimes  very  beautiful, 

to   be  suspended   on  these  rings.      The  practice  returned 

again   in   the  fifteenth  and    sixteenth    centuries,  J    and    is 

rebuked  by  Stubbs  in  his  Anatomy  of  Abuses.    Amethyst 

drops  were  common ;  but  the  ornaments,  as  may  be  seen  from 

illustrative  plates,  were  very  varied,  and  in  one  instance  a  piece 

of  ivory  appears  to  have  been  suspended  at  the  ring,  though  only 

the  slip  of  brass  and  its  rivet  (used  for  suspending  the  ivory) 

now  remain.     In  one  example  at  Elingston,  six  such  silver 

rings  were  found  with  one  corpse,  and  with  another  eight 

•InT.  Sep.,  p.  llh  j      t  Fairholt,  493. 

t  lb.,  p.  186. 
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amethyst  drops.  Mr.  Wylie  also  states,  in  his  account  of  the 
Fairford  graves,  that  the  rings  were  found  with  beads  upon 
them  near  the  skull  of  a  skeleton,  Alexander  Neckam* 
speaks  of  iriauTes,  which  are  explained  by  omamenta  mmum, 
and  elsewhere  are  called  "  ear-preons  "  or  ear-pins.*!" 

Savage  nations  sometimes  employ  ear-rings  of  a  very  un- 
usual kind.  In  my  own  possession  are  three,  made  by  splitting 
a  boar's  tusk,  and  scraping  each  piece  round;  so  that  they 
must  have  hung  in  a  curve,  either  forward  on  the  cheek  or 
round  the  jaw.  Another  is  simply  a  square  pencil  of  green 
stone ;  and  another  has  been  described  to  me  as  resembling  a 
cork  with  swollen  extremities,  passed  through  the  lobe  of  the 
ear.  AU  these  are  from  New  Zealand.  In  Denmark  and  the 
neighbouring  countries  the  teeth  of  animals  were  suspended 
by  hooks.  J 

Two  beautiful  gold  ear-rings,  in- 
tended to   grip  the 

ear  like  ours,  figs.  1, 

2,  3,  are    here   en-i 
.  graved  from  the  col- 1 

lection  of  the  Eoyal ' 

Irish  Academy.    The 

larger,    which    is 

torque-like,  weighs  12  Tor^ie-iiugoidBiiig. 

dwts.  9  grs. ;  and  the  smaller,  with  a  wheel- 
like ornament  on  its  centre,  weighs  9  dwts.  4  grs. 

2.  Objects  in  this  Collection, — ^The  ear-rings  in  this  collection 
are  58  in  all ;  viz.,  one  of  silver,  54  of  brass  OT  bronze,  and  3 
of  lead.§    AU  the  varieties  are  pretty  well  represented  by  the 


Gold  Blng  with  whMl. 
likeo 


•  Mayer's  Vocabulary,  101, 
t  lnattri$,  an  ear-preon.  Anff,'Sax. 
Vocab.  (nth  cent.')  An  ear-preon, 
Senu-Sax.  Vocab.  (I2ih  cent.)  In  the 
former  work,  the  word  Spiniher  is 
defined,  sto  *'  dole,  oththe  preon.**  In 
the  Scottish  dialect,  a  pin  is  still 
spoken  of  as  a  *•  preen." 


t  Gnide  to  North.  Acfa.  Elles- 
mere,  55. 

§  Of  these,  Mr.  Ainslie  possesses 
one  or  more,  Mr.  Mayer  17,  Mr. 
Smith  22,  and  there  are  18  in  my 
own  possession* 
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objects  on  the  plata  Figs.  1,  2,  3,  are  of  brass  or  bronze; 
thick  in  the  middle,  but  tapering,  as  was  usual,  to  the  points. 
In  this  case,  however,  the  overlapping  wire  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  broken  off,  as  the  rings  appear  to  be  complete. 
The  ear  was  not  pierced,  but  was  merely  held  between  the 
points  by  the  elasticity  of  the  metal  The  largest  of  them  has 
three  notches  at  each  of  three  places  on  its  surface,  in  this 
respect  slightly  resembling,  as  we  have  seen,  PI.  XXIV.,  fig.  5. 

From  the  construction  of  the  opening  in  fig.  4,  it  appears  to 
have  been  an  ear-ring,  not  a  finger-ring;  and  fig.  6,  in  its 
delicacy  of  structure,  and  the  fact  of  its  suspending  a  bead, 
resembles  those  of  the  Faussett  collection.  Fig.  5,  of  bronze 
wire,  is  extremely  curious,  and  must  have  been  a  beautiful 
object  when  new. 

Figs.  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  appear  to  be  more  modem,  though 
each  is  of  a  distinct  type  from  the  others.  Fig.  7  is  brass,  8 
silver,  and  9  and  10  lead. 

Of  those  which  are  engraved,  fig.  4  is  from  Mr.  Ainslie's 
collection,  figs.  5  and  6  from  Mr.  Smith's,  2  and  3  from  my 
own,  and  all  the  rest  from  Mr.  Mayer's. 


XXIII.—FISH.HOOK&— Plate  XXVI. 

1.  OeVferal  Remarks, — ^There  axe  three  primitive  fish-hooks 
in  my  own  possession,  obtained  from  the  Maories  of  New 
Zealand.  They  consist  of  rude  pieces  of  wood,  each  fitted 
with  an  iron  nail  at  its  point ;  but  one  of  them  is  lined  with 
mother-of-pearL  A  more  primitive  one  still  is  delineated  in 
Thoms's  edition  of  Worsacc's  Primoevai  Antiquities,  p.  19. 
It  is  of  pure  flint  One  of  the  same  form  and  material 
is  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Mayer  of  Liverpool :  it  was 
found  in  the  S.  E.  of  Yorkshire,  with  numerous  articles  of 
flint,  which  are  described  in  Mr.  Wright's  Essays,  voL  I.,  p.  1. 
A  fish-hook  of  bronze  from  the  Thames,  is  described  in  Mr. 
Smith's  Catalogue  of  London  ArUiquities,  p.  77,  and  one  of 
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TISESOOKS,  BEjLS,   SPOONS,  CEUCIFIXES;9^l^ 


SCISSORS.  25$ 

bone  in  Schoolcrafh  Archwes,  voL  11,  p.  87*  Those  wliich 
kre  figured  in  Gwillim  as  armorial  emblazonings,  are  very 
broad  at  the  top,  as  if  for  security  of  fastening. 

The  fish-hooks  from  Norway,  in  the  International  Exhibi- 
tion, have  the  shank  slightly  bent  foiward  towards  the  point, 
apparently  not  from  accident,  but  design.  Probably  they  were 
thus  more  easily  fastened  on  the  line.  The  manufac- 
ture of  a  modem  fish-hook  consists  of  numerous 
processes,  like  that  of  a  pin  or  needle ;  and  large 
numbers  are  produced  by  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis  of  Ked- 
ditch,  in  Worcestershire.  The  scarcity  of  fish-hooks 
in  the  collection  of  the  Koyal  Irish  Academy,  shows 
that  the  people  lived  more  by  the  land  than  by  the 
sea.    The  annexed  cut  shows  their  only  specimen. 

Onlyflsh-book  *'       * 

SSr^ifAf^K  is  of  bronza 

2.  Fish-hooks  in  this  Collection. — ^These  amount  to  sixty- 
three  in  all,  of  which  three  are  of  brass  or  bronze,  and  sixty 
of  iron.  More  than  fifty  of  them  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr, 
SmitL  Of  those  which  are  engraved  on  Plate  XXVI.,  figs.  1 
and  2  are  bronze,  and  figs.  3,  4,  5,  iron.  The  construction  of 
fig.  1  is  very  curious.  Sheet  metal  about  the  thickness  of 
paper  is  beaten  up  into  a  solid  mass,  and  made  to  assume  the 
xequired  shape,  and  the  jimction  or  seam  may  be  easily  traced 
down  its  side.  It  is  difficult  to  assign  dates  to  them;  but 
those  of  yellow  metal  are  probably  as  old  as  the  fourteenth 
century,  while  those  of  iron,  even  when  preserved  in  the  peat, 
probably  do  not  extend  beyond  the  seventeenth.  An  eminent 
antiquary  places  several  of  them  in  the  early  Eoman  period, 
-and  says  that  they  were  employed  in  catching  the  sunfish. 


XXIV.— SCISSORS.-Platb  XXVI. 

•  The  general  form  of  the  Eoman  and  Saxon  shears  may  be 

seen  in  our  ordinary  sheep-shears ;  or  as  engraved  by  Worsase 

,from  those  in  the  museum  at  Copenhagen.*    On  English 

•  Afbfldninger,  71. 
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brasses,  scissors  geiierally  denoted  a  wool-m^rdiant.;  but  in 
North  Leach  Church,  Gloucestershire,  a  tailor  standi  on  a^  pair 
of  shears.*  Mr.  Gutts  says,  that  on  incised  slabs  the  doth  or 
wool  merchant  was  certainly  indicated,  and  examples  miay  be 
seen  in  his  plates,  &om  Bakewell  in  Derbyshire,  and  Bam-' 
borough t  iu  Northumberland;  from  Hexhan^:]:  and  from 
Horton  also,  in  Northumberland.§  On  several  of  the  tombs  at 
lona,  probably  those  of  females,  are  engraved  a  comb,  a  pair 
of  scissors,  or  a  mirror,  and  sometimes  two  or  all  of  these.  || 
In  Aston's  Manchester  Guide  (1588),  quoted  in  the  Shuttle- 
worth  Accounts,  p.  377,  a  "payre  of  sheerman's  sheares"  is 
valued  at  three  shillings.  At  Eye  was  discovered  a  pair  of 
scissors  of  iron,  and  at  Stade  on  the  Elbe  several  pairs  of  brass 
shears,  like  the  modem  sheep-shears,  but  so  small  that  they 
appear  to  have  been  used  as  children's  toya  Those  described 
by  the  late  J.  M.  Kemble,  Esq.,  and  figured  in  the  Archseolo- 
gia,1l  do  not  exceed  two  inches  in  lengtL  The  Roman  scissors 
foimd  at  Bichborough,  appear  coarse  and  clumsy  axticlea 
Shears,  precisely  similar  to  the  fragment  given  here,  were  found 
in  women's  graves,  in  Faussett's**  diggings  in  Kent.  In  a 
man's  grave,  an  instrument  was  found  which  Faussett  calls 
pincers,  but  which  appears  to  have  been  shears,  like  those  used 
for  metals,tt  the  handles  being  much  longer  than  the  blades. 
In  La  Normandie  8otUerraine,  p.  20,  the  Alibi  Cochet  gives 
an  engraving  of  a  pair  of  shears  very  much  reseiQbling  our 
own.  They  appear  to  have  formed  part  of  the  equipment  of 
a  barbarian  soldier,  and  their  points  are  inserted  in  a  leathern 
sheath.  A  pair  of  iron  shears,  much  corroded,  but  of  the  usual 
form,  was  found  within  an  urn  at  Newark^  in  Nottinghamr 
shire,  along  with  some  bones,  bronze  tweezers,  and  a  bone 


*  Oxford  Manual  of  Brasses,  ItU. 
t  Cults,  Plate  li. 
X  lb.,  Plate  Iz. 
§  Ibid.,  PUte  Wii. 
|Blackia'sGiiide,p.66.  Dr.  Alex- 
ander,  p.  167, 


f  Arcbnologia,  XXXYI.,  p.  278. 

**   iDTentorium  Sepolehrale,  p« 
XXxiiL,  Plate  xv.,  figs.  20,  26. 

ft  Ibid.,  PL  xx^  29. 

tt  Milner   on   Cemetery  Bnrial, 
Archsdological  Journal,  iii.,  195. 
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comb.  In  an  early  Anglo-Saxon  barrow^  at  Barbain  Downs^ 
was  found  a  pair  of  shears  much  like  that  figured  here.  They 
Were  used  by  Anglo-Saxon  ladies^  probably  suspended  &om 
the  girdle.* 

"M.  Troyon  nous  fiut  comprendre  que  les  ciseaux  dont  11 
parle>  ont  616  trouv^  k  la  ceinture  du  mort :  MM.  linden- 
fichmit  le  demontrent>  en  figurant  la  ceinture  d'un  squelette 
charg^  d'un  peigne,  d'un  couteau,  de  ciseaux,  d'un  bracelet^ 
d'une  coupe,  et  d'une  foule  d'omements.  Ce  sujet,  si  riche  en 
objets  de  coquetterie,  parait  6tre  une  femme  splendidement 
parte.  Faudra-t-il  conclure  de  1^  que  tons  les  corps  qui  prd- 
sentent  la  cisaelle  sent  des  femmes  V  f 

M.  Troyon  has  figured  a  pair,  of  iron,  found  at  La  Tene  on 
the  Lake  of  Neuchatel ;  J  they  are  of  the  usual  typa  A  pair 
was  found  at  Towcester  with  some  Eoman  remi&ns ;  §  and  a 
pair  of  well-made  Saxon  ones,  in  a  burial-place  in  Notts  ;||  but 
the  general  form  is  unaltered 

It  is  impossible  to  assign  a  definite  date  to  the  implement, 
a  portion  of  which  is  here  given,  as  similar  objects  have  ranged 
over  many  centuries.  Its  antiquity  may  be  inferred  fipom  its 
companion  articles.  "They  may  be  Roman ;"%  '*  they  are  me- 
difleval  at  least."**  We  learn  from  Heywood's  "Mery  Play," 
1530,  that  the  scissors  were  sometimes  used  as  a  weapon  of 
offence  or  defence — 

Sech  me  my  djstaf  or  my  clypyng  sherya^ 
I  shall  make  the  blood  ronne  about  his  erjs ; 
and  we  know,  from  a  quotation  already  given,  that  they  were 
carried  in  the  miscellaneous  stock  of  travelling  pedlars. 


XXV.  BELL&— Plate  XXVL 

1.  Introduction. — ^The  existence  of  bells  at  an  early  period 


•  Proceedings  of  the  Societj  of  An- 
tiquaries, n.,  59. 
f  La  Normandie  Souteraine,  242. 
X  Habit.  Lacos.,  PL  zy.,  fig.  13. 
%  Jonnial   of  the   Archssological 


Association,  yol.  VII.,  PL  zl.,  5. 
I  Ibid.,  Vol.  Vm.,  p.  189. 
t  A.  W.  P. 
"  C.  R.  S. 
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is  clear  from  allusions  in  scripture,  where  they  are  mentioned 
by  Moses,*  and  by  Zechariah.  These  were  small  bells,  such 
as  are  treated  of  here ;  and  had  no  connexion  with  either  the 
sacred  hand-bells  of  the  mediaeval  period,  or  the  church-bells 
said  to  have  existed  since  the  time  of  St  Dunstan.  In  other 
words,  our  remarks  refer  to  the  tirUinnahvlum,  not  to  the 
campaTui,  The  small  bells  which  have  been  found  in  this 
coimtry  go  back  to  Roman  times.  Several  globular  bronze 
bells  have  been  foimd  with  Boman  remains  at  Headington,  in 
Oxfordshire ;  and  also  by  Mr.  Neville  at  Heydon,  Chesterford, 
and  Sheflford.  The  forms  and  uses  of  ancient  bells  are  shown 
in  Smith's  Did,  of  Oreek  and  Ram,  ArUiqs.   [TiNTiNNABULUM.] 

2.  Material  and  Shape. — ^Besides  the  gold  bells  of  scripture 
there  were  silver  bells,  t  frequently  mentioned  in  our  old 
English  literature.  Those  of  bell-metal  were,  no  doubt, 
common  also.  Bells  of  copper  J  were  long  known  in  America, 
and  of  gold  in  Mexico  and  Peru.§  Those  turned  in  brass  ar^ 
common  at  home  in  our  own  day.  In  antiquarian  collections, 
those  of  pewter  frequently  occur.  |  In  Mr.  Smith's  collection 
is  one  about  an  inch  long,  with  the  word  SANCTI  TOMAES 
following  a  cross.1f  Other  bells  were  of  lead  or  sheet  iron ; 
and  no  doubt  any  metal  or  its  compound  sufficed,  that  produced 
a  sufficient  or  a  satisfEictory  sound. 

The  forms  included  the  truncated  pyramid,  the  ball,  two  hemi- 
spheres joined  at  a  thick  band,  the  imitation  of  a  flower,  &c. 
The  figure  of  a  bell,  transcribed  from  the  water-mark  in  paper, 
is  given  in  the  Archceoloffia,^^  It  is  from  Bordeaux,  about 
1350,  and  resembles  the  modem  church  bell  in  shape ;  the 
ring  and  its  appurtenances  at  the  top  resembling  a  fleur-de-lis. 

3.  Uses  of  Bells, — ^A  prominent  use  of  the  bell  was  to  deco- 
rate the  dress  of  the  clown  or  jester,  who  was  commonly  known 


*  Exod.  xxriii.  32 ;  xxix.  25. 

t  **  j  tyntinabiU  d'arg"."  Expensei  of 
the  Great  Wardrobe  of  Edward  III,, 
Arch»ol.,  XXXI.,  72. 

t  Schoolcraft  IV.,  450. 


§  Schoolcraft,  IV.,  440. 

0  Catalogue  of  London  Ant.  p.  135. 

i  lb.,  p.  135. 

♦•  Archaeol.,  XXXVIL,  450. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BELLS.  267 

as  the  fooL  Three  of  these  are  represented  in  Strutt*8  View 
of  the  Dress  and  Habits,^  of  the  fourteenth  century.  Each  of 
them  has  bells  attached  to  his  cap  ;  one  appears  to  have  so 
many  as  fourteen  attached  to  a  string  roimd  his  waist ; 
another  has  one  at  the  end  of  his  bauble ;  and  two  of  them 
have  bells  attached  to  their  elbows,  cuffs,  skirts,  and  gloves. 
On  a  statue  in  the  cloisters  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford, 
there  are  bells  for  tassels  at  a  fool's  robe.f  In  the  old  ballad 
entitled  Willie's  Lady,  bells  at  the  girdle  are  noticed — 

And  say  yoar  lady  has  a  girdle, 
Its  a*  red  gowd  to  the  middle  ; 
And  aye  at  ilka  siller  hem, 
Hang  fifty  siller  beUs  and  ten.  %    . 

The  following  is  a  description  of  a  fooL  Wamba,  the  son  of 
Witless,  "  was  provided  with  a  cap  having  around  it  more  than 
one  bell,  about  the  size  of  those  attaxjhed  to  hawks,  which 
jingled  as  he  turned  his  head  to  one  side  or  other."  §  In  Mun- 
ster's  Cosmoffraphia  Generalis,  1550,  there  is  a  woodcut 
representing  a  fool  with  bells  attached  to  the  points  of  his 
crackowes,  or  long-toed  shoes.  A  custom  akin  to  this  is 
mentioned  in  the  travels  of  Sir  John  Chardin  as  prevailing 
in  Persia  and  Arabia ;  viz.,  that  the  women  wear  rings  about 
their  ankles,  which  are  full  of  little  bells.  "  Children  and  young 
women  take  a  pleasure  in  giving  them  motion,  and  walk 
hastily  for  that  very  purpose."  A  further  use  of  beUs  in  the 
East  is  shown  in  a  work  printed  in  German,  ||  towards  the 
close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  copiously  illustrated.  The 
Geomalier,  one  of  the  four  Turkish  orders  of  devotees,  has 
three  bells  at  each  end  of  his  long  waist-scarf,  and  eight  or 
nine  round  each  leg,  (Plate  xxxiv.)  A  Greek  peasant  is 
playing  a  bagpipe,  and  from  the  top  of  the  drone  a  cord  hangs 


♦  Strutt,  PI.  Ixxi. 
t  Carter*sAnct.Scalp.  and  Painting. 
t  Scott's  Border    Minstrelsy,  II., 
398. 
{  Scott*8  Ivanhoe,  toI.  I.  p.  10. 


II  Travels  in  Tarkey,  by  Herr  Ni- 
colai,  Chamberlain  and  Geographer  to 
Henry  III.  of  France,  showing  the 
costnmes  of  that  and  the  neighbouring 
countries.    Antorff.,  1576. 
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like  a  festoon  over  his  shoulder.  From  this  several  small 
bells  are  suspended  at  intervals,  (Plate  xxxii)  The  Turkish 
running  postman  has  fourteen  bells  hung  from  his  belt,  and 
eight  attached  to  each  garter  (Plate  xxvi.) 

In  the  curious  painted  window  at  Betley,  in  Staffordshire, 
representing  the  moms-dancers,  several  are  shown  with  beUs 
on  their  shoes,  and  all  round  their  l^s.  In  Donee's  dissertation 
on  the  ancient  morris-dance,  numerous  references  are  made 
to  the  use  of  bells.  In  the  Expenses  of  the  Church- 
wardens of  the  parish  of  Kingston-on-Thames,  among  the 
payments  made  for  the  May-game  and  the  play  of  Eobin 
Hood,  the   following  entry   occurs,  under  date  23   Henry 

VII.  :— 

For  belly s  for  the  dawnsars,  12d* 

There  is  a  second  referring  to  the  following  reign  ;*  but  as 

the  bells  were  sold  with  other  articles,  we  cannot  ascertain 

the  price. 

It.—  The  cbanons  sells  and  1  bell  ar  sould  for  208. 

It— 5  tables  and  1  bell  sould  for  Gs. 
At  the  festum  faiuorum,  or  festival  of  fools,  in  wliich  the 
superior  clergy  changed  places  for  a  day  with  the  himiblest 
people,  the  mock  deans  and  canons  had  bells  attached  to  their 
robes.  But  even  on  the  most  solemn  occasions  the  bell  was 
employed  ;  and  it  was  at  times  regarded  as  a  sacred  symbol  f 
It  is  said  that  the  ancient  Druid  priests  used  a  pepuliar 
kind  when  pronouncing  their  oracles. 

Bells  were  attached  to  a  cuiious  cap  of  punishment, 
which  is  depicted  in  Meyrick  and  Skelton's  Ancient  Armour^ 
Plate  xii  It  was  intended,  no  doubt,  to  add  to  the  mortifica- 
tion of  the  sufferer,  by  representing  him  as  a  fool  at  the  same 
time.  Bella  were  also  used  on  ordinary  dress,  as  may  be  seen 
from  an  example  given  both  in  Strutt  and  in  Fairholt  s 
Treatise  on  Costume.  It  is  that  of  a  gentleman  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  with  a  baldric  or  sash  hung  over  his  left  shoulder ;  J 

♦  Dissolution    of   Bepton   Priory,  I      f  C.  B.  S. 
26th  Oct.,  30  Hetiry  VIII.  I      J  Strutt,  11.,  29^ 
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it  descends  to  his  right  knee,  and  is  decorated  with  about 
eighteen  small  bells  of  gold.  A  popular  ballad,  too,  represents 
Tam-a-Iine,  the  elfin  knight,  as  having  nine  bells  of  silver 
attached  to  his  girdle  * 

Bells  were  also  used  very  frequently  as  the  decoration  of 
dogs'  collars ;  and  on  well-known  monumental  brasses  many 
are  depicted.  Twenty  examples  are  given  in  a  note  ;f  viz., 
six  of  the  fourteenth  century,  eleven  of  the  fifteenth,  and  three 
of  the  sixteenth.  In  the  "  King's  Qtiair,  maid  be  King  James 
of  Scotland  the  Fint,"  cir.  1422,  there  is  a  description  of  the 
dog  of  Lady  Jane  Eeiufort,  his  future  queen,  as  seen  in  the 
gardens  of  Windsor  Castla 

And  eft  myn  eye  ful  pitonsly  adonn, 

I  kest,  behaldiDg  unto  Lir  Ijtill  houod 
That  with  his  bellis  playit  on  the  ground. 

The  use  of  bells  on  the  harness  of  horses  has  existed  at 
least  since  the  time  of  the  prophet  Zechariah,  who  says  that 
the  bells  upon  the  horses  shall  be  "  holiness  unto  the  Lord  ;"J 
and  a  similar  use  of  them  is  made  in  connexion  with  the 
camels  of  the  east.  Byron  imitates  a  beautiful  passage  at  the 
close  of  the  Song  of  Deborah,  introducing  this  feature  in  the 
first  line — 


•  Dixon's  Scottish  Traditional 
Ballads,  Per.  Soc  11. 

f  Joan  de  Northwode,  Sheppey, 
Kent,  1330;  the  Lady  of  Edward 
Flambard,  Harrow,  1370;  Lady  Berke- 
ley, Wotton-nndcr-Edge,  Gloucester- 
shire,  1392;  Margaret  Braanche, 
Lynn -Regis,  Norfolk,  1364;  Lady 
Burton,  Little  Castleton,  Rutland, 
1382;  Lady  de  Ck>bham,  Cobham, 
Kent,  1360;  Lady  Wylcotes,  Great 
Tew,  Oxon,  1410;  Lady  Felbrig, 
Felbrig,  Norfolk,  1413 ;  Lady  Shelton, 
Great  Snoring,  Norfolk,  1423 ;  Lady 
Ela  Stapleton,  Ingham,  Norfolk, 
1425 ;  Lad/  Dyre,  Brombam,  Beds, 


1430;  Lady  Leventhorpe,  Sawbrldge, 
Herts,  1433 ;  Lady Stapleton,  Ingham, 
Norfolk,  1438  (one  of  the  dogs  at 
Sir  Brian  Stapleton's  feet  has  the 
name  Sfxkfte  printed) ;  a  lady,  Ling- 
field,  Surrey,  1450  ;  two  Ladies  Sta- 
pleton, Ingham,  Norfolk,  1466 ;  Mar- 
garet Castyll,  Raveningham,  Norfolk, 
1483;  Sir  Edmund  Clere,  Stokesby, 
Norfolk,  1488 ;  Mrs.  Curson,  Water- 
pery,  Oxon,  1527  ;  Mrs.  Oker,  Oke- 
over,  Staffordshire  (two  dogs),  1530  ; 
and  a  palimpsest  fragment  from  St. 
Alban's  Abbey. 
{  Zech.  xiy.  20. 
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The  browsinf  eaaieb*  bell*  sre  tinMlny, 
The  mother  of  Siaent  looked  nut  at  a  window,  The  mother  look'd  from  her  lattice  hi^ 

and  cried  through  the  lattice,  **  Why  is  hia  ehaxi<rt  lo  She  saw  the  dews  of  ere  betprlnkliiis, 

long  in  coming  r    Why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his  The  pastures  green  beneath  her  eye, 

chariots  T"— ^oooxs  y.  8&  She  saw  the  planets  faintly  twinkling 

**  Tis  twllight'-snre  his  train  is  nigta.*'-QuoQf8« 

In  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Zurich, 
1844,  is  the  representation  of  a  horse  whose  breast-band  is 
covered  with  bells ;  and  the  practice  still  exists  of  attaching 
them  to  the  harness  in  various  parts  of  England,  and  almost 
everywhere  on  the  continent.  I  first  noticed  it  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bath.  A  fragment  of  ancient  sculpture  shows 
each  of  the  horses  in  a  chariot,  with  five  or  six  beUs  attached 
to  a  thick  strap  passing  round  his  neck.  The  practice  is 
incidentally  alluded  to  in  the  nursery  tale  of  the  Steed  of 
Bells ;  and  it  is  recognized  in  popular  poetry,  and  by  modem 
writers  who  are  familiar  with  the  customs  of  the  past.  In  the 
old  baUad  of  Willie*8  Lady,  it  is  said  that — 

At  every  tad  of  that  horse's  mane 
There's  a  golden  jess  and  a  bell  to  ring. 

Sir  Walter  Scott  says,  "  this  worthy  churchman  rode  upon  a 
well-fed  ambling  mule,  whose  furniture  was  highly  decorated ; 
and  whose  bridle,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  day,  was 
ornamented  with  silver  bells."  *  In  the  illustrations  to  SchU- 
lers  Lay  of  the  Bell,  by  Maurice  Eetzch,  a  horse  which  draws 
a  sledge  in  a  northern  clime  is  represented  with  bells  on  the 
top  of  the  yoke.  The  assumed  date  of  the  illustrations  is 
from  the  middle  of  the  12th  to  the  end  of  the  15th  century. 
There  are  bells  at  the  saddle-cloth  of  a  Spanish  warrior  of  the 
11th  century ;  a  bell  on  the  croupe  of  a  horse,  1511  ;f  and  a 
bell  near  the  bridle  bit  of  a  British  warrior.J  A  balcony,  which 
is  supported  by  poles  over  the  head  of  the  Pope,  has  bells  of 
the  modem  shape  at  the  four  comers,  and  spherical  bells  along 
its  four  sides.  § 
The  ceremony  of  "  belling  the  cat  *'  is  well  known  in  fable ; 


♦  Iranhoe,  chap,  ii, 

f  Shaw,  vol.  i. 

t  Mejrick  and  Smith's  Brit,  and 


Irish  Costume. 
§  Foxe's  Book  of  BCartyrs,  pt  789. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BELLS. 


261 


it  was  illustrated  by  a  fact  in  the  history  of  the  Scottish  house 
of  Douglas  and  Angus,  and  it  was  a  favourite  subject  among 
the  burlesque  monkish  carvings  on  the  sedUia  of  our  ancient 
churches. 

It  has  long  been  usual  for  one  of  a  flock  of  sheep  to  have  a 

bell  attached  to  its  neck  to  keep  the  flock  together ;  *  and  those 

who  have  passed  through  pastoral  districts  must  be  familiar 

with  the  practice  stilL    It  is  said  that  in  some  places  they 

were  attached  to  the  sheeps'  tails ;  one  in  my^own  possession, 

turned  up  near  Holyhead  in  Wales,  was  said  to  have  been 

used  in  this  way.    It  is  about  an  inch  and  a 

half  in  diameter ;  very  similar  in  form  to  the 

example  given  here,  and  has  the  letters  R  W. 

}  rudely  engraved  on  the  bottom.    Hence  the 

term  "bell-wether,"  occurring  two  or  three 

times  in  Shakspeare,  and  the  expression  "  to 

Sheep  Ben.         ^^^^^  ^^^  bcU,"  uieaniug  to  take  the  lead — 

My  prickearde  ewe,  since  thou  dost  bear  the  bell. 

And  all  thy  mates  do  follow  at  thy  call. 

In  Todd's  edition  of  Spenser,  this  passage  is  quoted  from 
Riche's  Adventwres  of  Simonides,  in  illustration  of  the  phrase ; 
and  the  following  is  Spenser's  allusion  to  it — 

By  that,  the  gloomy  evening  on  them  fell, 

That  forced  them  from  fighting  to  refraine. 
And  trumpets  sound  to  cease  did  them  compell. 
So  Satyrane  that  day  was  judg'd  to  bear  the  bell.f 

About  this  time,  to  bear  away  the  bell  had  become  a  prover- 
bial expression  for  winning  a  prize ;  J  and  it  was  appropriate 
in  a  literal  sense  also,  as  at  Smithfield,  the  Eood-eye  of  Ches- 
ter, and  other  places,  horses  running  without  riders  contended 


*  The  practice  most  also  have 
existed  when  swine  were  fed  in  flocks 
in  the  extensive  forests,  of  England ; 
but  I  have  met  with  no  allnsioDS  to 
it  in  onr  older  Uteratore^  nor  with 
any  pictorial  representations  of  it. 


•  t  Faery  Qaeene  IV.,  iv.  25. 

t  In  court  thai  time  wMgi4le  Sir  Dsrid  Lynde- 

In  Tvlgar  tovng,  he  bore  the  bell  that  daj. 

BokuUTt  Cetrf  i/Faiw,  (157&) 
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for  a  bell  which  was  the  prize,*    In  the  temporary  museum 

at  South  Kensington,  two  bells  were  exhibited  which  had  been 

given  by  the  corporation  of  Carlisle  on  occasions  of  this  kind 

The  hawks'  bells  were  well  known.    They  are  noticed  in 

the  Shuttleworth  Accounts  at  September,  1612,  or  250  years 

ago— 

"  A  paire  of  hauckes  bells,  vj*." 

Gwillim  depicts  them,  of  the  form  which  is  very  well  known, 
iu  his  Display  of  Heraldry,  pp.  316, 317.  Shakspeare  alludes 
to  the  practice  of  hawking,  when  he  represents  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  as  saying  -t" — 

Neither  the  kmg,  nor  he  that  loves  him  best^ 
The  proudest  he  that  holds  up  Lancaster, 
Dares  stir  a  wing,  if  Warwick  shake  his  bells. 

There  are  also  allusions  in  numerous  other  writers.  X 

On  an  ivory  casket,  in  the  possession  of  S.  W.  Stevenson, 
Esq.,  bells  are  represented  as  suspended  under  a  cart,  on  which 
Sir  Lancelot  du  Lake  is  lying ;  and,  in  Gawin  Douglas's  Palace 
of  Honour,^  bells  are  represented  as  suspended  from  a  cai-t  or 
chariot — 

Quhair  fra  dependant  hang  thair  megir  bellis— * 
Sum  round,  sum  thraw,  in  sound  the  quhilks  exoellis. 
All  wer  of  gold  of  Arabj  maist  fine, 
Quhilks  with  the  wind  conoordandlie  sae  knellis 
That  to  be  glaid  thair  sound  all  wicht  compelUs. 

The  bell  was  also  used  by  the  lazar  or  beggar,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  his  customary  clap-dish — 

The  wretched  lazar  with  clinking  of  his  bell, 
Hath  life  which  doth  the  courter*s  life  excell.  11 


♦  Paper  by  the  lion.  Sir  Edward 
Cast ;  in  the  Transactions  of  the  His. 
Soc.  Lane,  and  Cbesh.,  L,  145.  At 
Paisley,  in  Scotland,  the  silyer  bell{ 
given  by  the  town,  are  stiU  ran  for  at 
intervals  on  the  race^oarse. — (P.  D.) 

t  2  Hen.  VI.,  Act  i.,  Sc.  1. 

X  One  tyme  th«  lutwkef  belU  Jangleili  byo 
Another  tvme  tbcy  flatter  with  their  wing^^m. 
Barcta^t  InJtetttt  Conduct  in  Ckutxh. 


In  the  old  ballad  of  The  Brooi^d 
Hill,  the  knight  reproaches  his  gay 
goshawk  for  letting  him  sleep  while 
a  lady  came  and  went.  The  reply  is — 

X  eUpped  wi'  bit  wings,  XaAtor* 
And  aje  my  belu  I  nag. 

klmtnk§  V<*»  Bw^kr,  IL,  SSI. 

II  Barclay*s  Cytyzen  and  Uplondish 
Man.    Per.  Soc.,  xlix. 
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At  the  end  of  the  spear  of  a  Caledonian 
warrior,  a  bell  is  represented;*  and  it  is 
somewhat  curious  that  a  tassel  is  found  in 
precisely  the  same  position  in  speai-s  which 
are  sculptured  on  the  slabs  of  Nineveh-f 

The  crotal,  or  pear-shaped  bell,  has  been 
found  in  large  numbers  in  Ireland;  and  one 
I  is  here  represented  from  the  Dowris  find,  near 
[Pdrsonstown,  like  all  of  them,  it  is  of  a 
peculiar  yeUow  brass,  conventionally  known 
as  Dowris  brass.  It  is  six  and  a  half  inches 
AndentcrouL  1^^  ^^^  *^^  ^^S'  ^^^  clght  lu  circumfcrence. 
The  ceremony  of  excommunication  in  the  Eoman  Catholic 
Church,  is  "  by  bell,  book,  and  candle-light ; "  but  natives  of 
England  have  some  difficulty  in  understanding  allusions  to  it. 
Shakspeare's  expression,  put  into  the  mouth  of  Faulconbridge^ 
refers  to  this  subject.§ 

Bell,  book,  and  oandle  shall  not  drive  me  back, 
When  gold  and  silver  becks  me  to  come  on. 

In  our  old  English  monuments,  the  figure  of  the  bell  and 
crucible  point  out  the  resting-place  of  a  bell-foimder ;  one 
like  him  whose  labours  Schiller  has  commemorated  in  his 
immortal  poem.|| 

4.  Bdls  in  this  Collection. — These  are  eight  in  number,f  in 
whole  or  in  part,  of  which  six  are  brass  or  bronze,  and  two 
pewter ;  all  of  them  of  the  kind  that  would  be  attached  to 
small  animals  like  hawks  or  dogs.    Even  fig.  10,  Plate  XX VL, 


*  Meyrick  and  Smith. 

t  Layard's  mnstrations,  PI.  xir. 

t  King  John,  iii^  8. 

§  In  Sir  David  landtay's  Satire  of 
the  Three  EsUtes  (Act  ii.  Sc.  2),  the 
Pardoner  refers  to  ordinary  worship. 

Thoehtye  haif  n«  disoietloim, 
Te  sail  haif  ten  remiaaioim. 
With  betp  oflmlldt  and  beUk. 

I  The  foUowing  account  of  hell- 
makerBy  is  given  hy  John  de  Ghurlande 


in  the  early  part  of  the  thirteenth 
century — 

^  Artifices  iUi  suhtiles,  qui  f andant 
eampanas  de  here  sonoro  per  quas  in 
ecclesiis  hore  diei  denonciantnr,  motn 
hatillonim  et  cordanun  attraclamm." 
"^Mcufer^s  Vocab.,  125. 

IF  Mr.  Akerman  thinks  that  the 
larger  ones  were  used  in  connexion 
with  moles. 
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seems  too  small  for  a  sheep's  bell ;  and  there  are  none  that 
would  be  suitable  for  horses.*  Figs.  7  and  8  are  the  lower 
hemispheres  of  little  bells  like  hawks'  bells;  the  latter 
having  an  opening  of  the  usual  kind ;  and  the  former  has  also 
a  slit  across  it.  Fig.  11  is  of  lead  or  pewter,  with  leaves  Like 
the  petal  of  a  flower ;  and  fig.  9  appears  to  be  the  tongue  of  a 
hand-beU.  It  is  possible  that  the  object  figured,  Plate  XXIX, 
fig.  13,  was  also  the  tongue  of  a  bell;  but  it  may  have 
belonged  to  a  chatellaine.  A  smaller  and  more  elegant  bell 
than  any  of  these,  and  which  had  evidently  belonged  to  a 
hawk,  was  procured  by  Mr.  Smith ;  but  it  was  so  fragile  that 
it  crumbled  to  pieces,  on  slight  contact,  in  the  little  box 
which  contained  it  Of  the  objects  engraved,  figs.  7  and  10 
are  from  Mr.  Smith's  collection ;  8  and  9  from  Mr.  Mayer's ; 
and  fig.  11  from  the  one  which  I  suppose  Mrs.  LongueviUe  to 
possess. 


XXVL— CRUCIFIXES  AND  CROSSES.— Plate  XXVI. 
1.  Oeneral  Remarks. — ^When  the  Chevalier  Bayard  fell  in 
defence  of  the  Milanese,  in  1524,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  guard 
of  his  sword  as  a  cross,  and  repeated  his  parting  prayers.-f^ 
The  Irish  peasant,  too,  extemporises  the  religious  symbol, 
when  he  clasps  his  hands  and  swears  "  be  thim  five  crasses." 

Crosses  were  formerly  very  numerous,  as,  for  example,  when 
we  read  that  there  were  300  in  lona,  most  of  which  ai-e 
supposed  to  have  been  of  wicker-work,  J  and  filled  with  sand 

or  earth. 

When  at  each  cross,  on  girth  and  wold, 
(Their  namber  thrice  an  hundredfold,) 


•  Three  are  in  Mr.  Smith's  posses- 
sion, three  in  Mr.  Mayer's,  one  in  my 
own,  and  one  I  think  in  Mrs  Longae- 
ville's. 

t  Robertson's  Charles  the  Fifth, 
Book  III. 

X  This  is  the  theory  of  Mr.  G.  J. 
French  of  Bolton ;    and   there  are 


strong  probabilities  in  its  fayoor.  So 
many  stone  crosses  could  not  haye 
been  manufactured  in  those  primitive' 
times;  while  at  the  same  time,  by 
assuming  crosses  of  wicker-work,  we 
account  for  their  disappearance,  and 
for  the  interlaced  patterns  on  stone, 
common  in  subsequent  times. 
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His  prayer  he  made,  his  beads  he  told^* 
With  aves  many  a  one.t 

They  were,  besides,  nearly  infinite  in  their  varieties  of  shape, 
as  may  be  inferred  from  the  feet,  that  ecclesiastics  appended 
to  their  signature  each  his  own  particular  form  of  cross. 
Accordingly,  those  which  are  discovered  from  time  to  time 
are  very  varied. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Wylie  has  described  leaden  J  crosses  bearing  in- 
scriptions, from  old  cemeteries  in  France  and  England;  and  the 
Abbe  Cochet,  in  a  series  of  articles,  has  described  the  sepulture 
of  Anglo-Normans  at  Bouteilles,  near  Dieppe,  §  where  similar 
crosses  were  found.  In  reference  to  the  material  of  these,  he 
says, — "Soumises  k  Texamen  de  la  chimie,  mes  croix  n'ont 
oflfert  k  la  perspicacity  de  M.  Girardin  de  Eouen,  que  du  plomb 
pur  et  sans  aucun  alliage."  ||  In  one  instance,  the  lead  of  the 
cross  had  entirely  perished.  "  II  avait  poss^d^  autrefois  ime 
croix  de  plomb ;  mais  comme  le  m^tal  ^tait  de  mauvaise  qua- 
lit^,  eUe  est  tomb^e  en  morceaux  par  suite  d'oxidation.''^  M. 
Fred.  Troyon,  in  describing  some  antiquities  from  Chavannes, 
in  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  Switzerland,  notices  two  Greek  crosses 
of  iron ;  but,  as  they  exhibit  no  signs  of  the  Christian  faith, 
he  supposes  they  are  parts  of  horse-hamesa** 

The  fylfot  cross  appears  on  the  well-known  D'Aubemon 
brass,  in  Stoke-Daubemon  Church,  Surrey.  It  is  described  in 
BovMVs  Treatise  on  Brasses,  p.  28  n,  Eespecting  this  cross,  it 
is  stated  that  it  was  of  Oriental  origin^  "  The  Fylfot,  a  kind 
of  cross  potent  rebated,  was  of  oriental  origin,  and  used  as  the 
symbol  of  a  religious  sect  in  India  and  China,  as  early  as  the 
tenth  century  before  the  Christian  era.  It  is  found  on  Eunic 
obelisks  at  Carew  and  Nevern,  and  was  a  frequent  ornament 


*  That  is,  reckoned.  I  may  tell 
(count)  aU  my  bones,  PsaL  zxii.  17. 
<*  £Yery  shepherd  tells  his  tale,  (i.  e^ 
reckons  his  number,  yiz.,  of  sheep,) 
Under  the  hawthorn  in  the  dale.'' — 
Milton,  L* Allegro,  Dr.  Kennedy  in 
Note9  and  Queries, 


t  Scott,  Lord  of  the  Isles,  ii.,  21.   , 
{  ArchflBologia,  XXXV,,  300, 
§  lb.,  XXXVTL,  36. 
B  lb.,  XXXVL,  264^ 
TIb.,XXXVIL,403. 
♦•  Archaol.,   XXXV.,  397,  3»8  j 
Plates  xvii.,  xviii. 
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of  the  apparels  of  ecclesiastical  vestments,  belts,  &c.,  in  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  after  which  it  is  very 
rarely  to  be  met  with,"*  Crosses  of  various  forms  occur  upon 
sepulchral  slabs;  for  which  it  may  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  Mr. 
Cutts's  bookf  M.  Cochet  found  on  a  skeleton  a  "  cross  of 
absolution,*'  from  which  the  man's  namej  was  ascertained- 

A  very  rude  stone  cross  was  obtained  in  taking  down  the 
ancient  church  of  Bakewell,  in  Derbyshire.  §  It  resembles  one 
of  ours  which  is  not  engraved  here.  A  very  ancient  cross  of 
silver,  which  had  formerly  been  gilt,  and  containing  a  relic,  is 
described  in  the  Journal  of  the  Archaeological  Association.  J 
It  was  shown  by  Mr.  Lindsay  of  Cork,  and  is  thought  to  be 
of  the  thirteenth  century. 

Among  the  Eev.  Mr.  Hugo's  pilgrim  signs  of  pewter,  found  in 

the  Thames,  is  a  crucifix  in  the  form  of  a  Tau,  or  St  Anthony's 

cross,  with  the  word  "signum"  engraved  on  the  horizontal 

bar.^     Chaucer  represents  his  Pardoner  as  having  a  cross  of 

latten  ** — 

He  had  a  crois  of  laton,  full  <^  stones  ;tt 

and  one  of  that  material,  and  of  the  fourteentii  century,  was 
discovered  in  the  churchyai'd  of  Walton-le-Dale,  near  Preston, 
in  1853.tt 

3.  Examples  in  this  Oolledion. — ^The  number  of  crosses  in 
this  collection  is  fourteen,  all  of  which,  with  one  exception, 
are  of  lead.  The  remaining  one  is  of  brass  or  bronze.  Eight 
of  these  are  in  Mr.  Mayer's  collection,  five  in  Mr.  Smith's,  and 
one  in  my  own.    From  the  long  projecting  bar  of  several  of 


•  Cutt8*8  Introd.,  1. 

t  PlatOB  xxxT.  to  Izzxiii. 

t  ArchaeoL,  XXXVII.,  401. 

g  CatU's  Mftnaal,  Plate  It.;  see 
also  p.  61. 

II  Vol.  VL.  p.  441. 

IT  Archaol.,  XXXVIII.,  128. 

♦•The  term  "latten,**  which  has 
occurred  more  than  once,  is  thus  ex- 
plained bj  Johnson — «  Brass;  a  mix- 
ture of  copper  and  caliminaris  stone." 


Theobald,  (in  his  note  on  the  Merry 
Wives  of  Wmdtcr^ !.,  1,)  quoting  from 
Dacier,  sajs — ^  C*est  nne  espece  do 
cuirre  de  montagne,  eonome  son  nom 
mesme  le  temoigne;  c'est  que  nons 
ai^lons  aujourdliuj  du  Uton,**  **  It 
is  a  sort  of  mountain  copper,  as  its 
yerj  name  imports,  and  which  we  at 
this  time  of  daj  call  latten." 

+t  Prologue  to  the  C.  T. 

it  Proceedings  S.  A.,  m.,  1S6« 
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them,  and  the  absence  of  all  care  in  their  finish,  it  is  clear 
that  they  were  not  used  for  religions  purposes,  but  were 
probably  used  as  winders  for  thread. 

Fig.  14  appears  to  be  a  bonajide  cross;  and  one  of  the  same 
size  and  form  has  a  hole  at  the  top,  showing  that  it  was  meant 
to  be  suspended.  Fig.  12  is  a  small  crucifix,  which  appears  to 
have  been  broken  oflf  a  wira  The  Saviour  is  represented  as 
leaning  to  the  right  side.  Fig.  13  is  the  one  which  is  not  of 
lead.  It  is  more  than  two  inches  across  the  bars,  and  belongs 
to  the  class  called  potent,  or-  hammer-headed.  It  is  also 
slightly  floreated,  and  has  a  hollow  circle  in  the  centre,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  is  a  minor  incised  cross.  This  space  appears 
to  have  been  occupied  by  a  setting.  Mr.  Franks  pronoimces 
both  12  and  13  to  be  Saxon.  All  the  three  engraved  here 
are  from  Mr.  Mayer's  collection. 

A  large  Saxon  cross  of  the  red  sandstone  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, is  in  my  possession,  procured  a  few  years  agp  from 
Hilbre  island.  It  was  probably  the  identical  cross  represented 
in  Camden's  map,  and  marking  the  site  of  the  holy  place.  It 
is  shown  hera    Its  diameter  is  twenty-three  inches. 


TbeHIHire  CroM. 
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XXViL— SPOONS.— Platb  XXVL 

1.  General  Remarks, — ^The  Israelites  in  the  wilderness  had 
spoons  of  the  precious  metals ;  those  of  gold  for  the  service  of 
God,  and  of  silver  among  the  princes  of  the  tribes.*  The 
ordinary  ones,  however,  must  have  been  of  commoner  mate- 
rials. The  forms  were  sometimes  very  beautiful,  and  we  are 
surprised  by  the  variety  of  designs.  An  American  author,  in 
a  work  published  at  New  York  in  1845,  says : — "  In  these 
forms  we  have  the  turns  of  thought  of  old  aitists ;  nay,  casts 
of  the  very  thoughts  themselves.  We  fancy  we  can  almost 
see  a  Theban  spoonmaker's  face  brighten  up  as  the  image  of 
a  new  pattern  crossed  his  mind;  behold  him  sketch  it  on 
papyrus,  and  watch  every  movement  of  his  chisel  or  graver, 
as  he  gradually  embodied  the  thought,  and  published  it  in 
some  of  its  forms,  securing  an  accession  of  customers,  and  a 
corresponding  reward  in  an  increase  of  profit."  "f* 

Eoman  spoons  have  been  found  in  this  country;  one  at 
Bucklersbury,  London^  Others,  of  white  metal,  have  been 
turned  up  from  the  bed  of  the  Thames,  near  Kingston.§  In 
the  Expenses  of  the  Wardrobe  of  Edward  III.,  mention  is  made 
of  a  large  spoon  of  silver,  apparently  for  oil.||  In  an  inventory 
of  the  plate  belonging  to  the  nursery  of  Queen  Catherine  Parr's 
child  (1548),  occthts  the  following  entry — "Item,^  eleven 
spones,  sUver,  all  white."  A  spoon  of  mixed  metal,  with 
perforated  gUt  bowl,  was  foimd  at  Stodmarsh,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Stour,  and  is  engraved  in  the  Archceologia,  VoL  XXXVL, 
Plate  xvi  Spoons  are  less  commonly  foimd  than  personal 
ornaments,  the  latter  having  been  frequently  interred  with 
the  owners.  Wooden  spoons  of  great  variety  exist  among  the 
primitive  people  of  various  nations ;  one  from  Abyssinia,  in 
the  possession  of  the  writer,  is  an  elegant  specimen  of  carving. 


*   ExodoB  XXY. 

t  "The  spoon,  Primitive,  Egyp- 
tian, Boman,  Mediieyal,  and  Modern ; " 
quoted  in  the  Art  Journal  for  March, 
1862. 


{  Proceedings  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries,  III.,  90. 
§  lb.  I.,  93. 

II  Archsologia,  XXXI.,  58,  59. 
If  ReliqiuB  Antiqnae,  II.,  17. 
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Among  our  ancestors  spoons  of  horn  were  common ;  and  in 
rural  districts  they  are  still  so.  They  were  made  by  "  homers,"* 
and  afterwards  by  travelling  craftsmen  like  tinkers.  In  the 
old  Scottish  ballad  entitled  "  The  Wonjoing  of  J  ok  and  Jynny" 
the  bridegroom  enumerates  as  among  his  possessions,  "  Ane. 
trene  trenchour,  ane  ramehome  spone;"t  and  Sir  Kichard 
Maitland,  in  1561,  records  of  the  Thievis  of  Liddisdail, "  They 
leif  not  spendQ,  spone,  nor  speifj  But  a  spoon,  which 
shows  more  originality  than  even  the  sea-shell  of  the  Austra- 
lian native,  is  one  preserved  in  the  collection  of  the  Koyal 
Irish  Academy.  It  is  formed  by  cutting  ofif  the  hollow  of  one 
of  the  vertebrae  of  a  large  mammal.  §  Of  the  more  important 
kind  of  spoons  £md  ladles,  there  are  thirty-three  varieties  in 
that  interesting  collection. 

In  our  old  English  mansions,  there  are  numerous  rare  and 
beautiful  spoons  preserved,  the  workmanship  of  four  centuries. 
One,  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Eichmond,  of  gold,  or 
silver  gilt,  is  in  the  form  of  a  swan ;  and  the  Apostle  spoon,  ||  and 
other  spoons  which  were  in  the  temporary  museum  at  South 
Kensington,  deserve  particular  notice.  These  were  contributed 
by  R  T.  Prere,  Esq.,  Sir  William  Holbume,  Bart.,  W.  Sterlmg, 
Esq.,  the  Innholders'  Company,  G.  H.  Head,  Esq.,  &a  One 
large  silver  spoon,  with  long  handle  rudely  cut  ofif,  reminded 
one  of  the  Scotch  proverb — "  They  need  a  lang-shanket  spune 
that  sup  kail  wi'  the  deiL"1[    The  cost  of  spoons  is  seen  in 


♦  Hence  the  Scottish  proTcrb,  to 
"  roak  a  spune  or  spoil  a  homie." 
"  A  dozen  of  horn  spoons  in  a  bunch, 
as  the  instruments  meetest  to  eat 
formentj  porrage  withaL" — Nicholses 
Progresses. 

t  Bannatyne  M8S.,  1568. 

t  Sibbald's  Chronicle  of  Scottish 
Poetry,  m.,  105. 

§  wade's  Catalogue,  p.  267. 

P  See  Harland's  note  on  Apostle 
spoons,  &c.    Shuttleworth's  Accoun ts, 


p.  1004.    Imitations  of  them  are  be- 
ginning to  be  common  at  present. 

^  Henderson,  p.  12.  This  must 
have  been  a  very  common  proyerb,  as 
it  occurs  frequently — 

TberefoTS  beboreUi  Mm  %  fU  loof  spona 
IhtA  ihaU  ete  with  a  fend;  thm  herd  I  taj. 

Ckmmetr,  Tkt  S^tdtrm  Tale, 

Marry,  he  must  have  a  long  spoon 
that  must  eat  with  the  deyil. 

SMbpcar*.  CoMc^  ^TAran,  !▼.,  S.    • 

He  that  eats  with  the  deyil  without  a 
long  spoone,  his  fare  will  be  ill. 

O.  p.,  Harnf  WkUt  Ui  Hmmour,  ; 
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July,  1602,  as  we  read  in  the  Shuttleworth  Accounts — ^^^j 
dozen  pewtet  sponnes,  xx^.**  p.  146 ;  and  in  July,  1613, — "  one 
dozen  of  pewter  spownes  xij*/'  p.  210.  Four  pewter  spoons, 
tew/p.  Elizabetii,  were  found,  11th  Feb.,  1853,  at  Walton-le- 
Dale,  Preston.* 

2.  Spedcd  Remarks, — In  this  collection  there  are  only  two, 
figs.  15  and  18,  both  of  pewter,  and  both  old;t  but  there  are  two 
small  ones  of  iron,  figs.  16  and  17,  wliich  appear  to  have  been 
used  for  cosmetics.  J  The  bowl  of  fig.  15,  which  remains, 
bearing  some  resembltoce  to  an  inverted  pear,  is  not  an 
uncompaon  form ;  and  the  top  of  the  handle  is  decorated  by 
a  rude  acorn-cup  and  acorn.  In  the  Inventory  of  the  Goods 
of  Dame  Agnes  Himgeiford,  1523,  we  have  enumerated — 
"Item,  a  dossen  of  sponys  with  akomes  on  the  end."§  Of 
fig.  18  little  remains  but  the  handle,  at  the  top  of  which  a  figure 
is  squatted,  apparently  that  of  a  monkey.  Jointly,  therefore, 
they  afford  illustrations  of  wit  and  rustic  Ufe.  All  these 
engraved  here  belong  to  Mr.  Mayer,  It  was  suggested  by  one 
arch;Bologist,  that  the  objecte  represented  in  figs.  16  and  17 
might  have  been  pocket  weights,  like  those  referred  to  in 
Colle  anea  Aniiqxia,  II.,  19. 

Some  time  previous  to  1849,  in  raising  SL  Martin's  cross  in 
the  island  of  lona  from  its  fallen  position,  a  curious  little 
spoon,  apparently  of  bronze,  was  found  underneath  it.  The 
object,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
was  about  four  inches  long ;  the  bowl  was  oval  and  shallow. 
During  the  engineering  operations  in  the  Lower  Bann,  pre- 
vious to  1852,  a  small  gold  spoon  was  discovered,  which  is 
represented  in  the  annexed  wood-cut.  A  dignitary  of  the 
Eoman  Catholic  church  explains  that  such  spoons  were  used 


*  Journal  Arch.  Assoc.,  VIIL  325. 

t  A.  W.  P. 

t  Sir  GkirdinerWilldnson  has  figur- 
ed several  elegant  spoons  used  by  the 
Egyptians  for  similar  purposes.  In 
one,  a  hand  holds  forth  a  shell,  and 
the  arm  becoming  attenuated  as  the 


handle,  terminates  in  a  goose's  head. 
In  another,  the  spoon  is  in  the  form 
of  a  cartouch,  a  graceful  female  figure 
holding  it  in  her  arms.  The  body  at 
full  length  is  the  handle. 
§  Archaeologia,  XXXVTII*,  361. 
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Ootd  Spoon  flrom  th«  Lower  Bftnn. 

formerly  in  religious  rites,  to  mix  a  single  drop  of  water  with 
tlie  sacramental  wine.  Some  years  ago,  in  walking  through 
the  grounds  of  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Lancaster,  I 
picked  up  a  little  spoon  very  like  this  from  the  Lower  Bann. 
It  had  been  carved  out  of  a  small  piece  of  mahogany,  appa- 
rently by  one  of  the  patients. 


XXVin._EAR.PICKS.— Plate  XXYL 

Shakspeare  makes  Thersites  say,*  in  abusing  Agamemnon, 
that  he  hasn't  so  much  brain  as  ear-wax,  and  it  is  obvious  that 
our  ancestors  psiid  particular  attention  to  this  secretion  and  to 
its  removal  In  graves  of  almost  every  class  in  this  country, 
ear-picks  are  found.  One  of  bronze  attached  to  a  pair  of 
tweezers,  is  described  in  the  Honourable  Mr.  Neville's  account 
of  his  explorations  near  Chesterford.  At  the  Anglo-Saxon 
Cemetery  of  Long  Wittenham,  in  Berks,  one  was  discovered  f 
by  the  side  of  a  young  woman — and  in  general  with  the  re- 
mains of  women,  were  found  "  fibulae,  glass,  amber  beads,  tooth- 
picks, ear-picks,  tweezers,  and  occasionally  bunches  of  keys4 
At  Kingston  Down,  in  Kent,  in  1767,  ear-picks  and  tooth-picks 
of  silver,  each  2  J  inches  long,  were  found  at  a  Chatellaine  on 
a  slender  silver  wire.g 

In  1771,  another  of  silver  was  found  at  the  same  place,  on 
a  silver  gilt  ring,  with  a  similar  object  attached.  If  inches 
long.  A  gilt  silver  pin  which  was  found  near  it,  with  flatted 
and  pierced  head  ||  for  a  hole,  had  probably  been  broken  off  the 
same  ring.  At  a  Eoman  villa  at  Hartlip  in  Kent,  tweezers 
and  an  ear-pick  were  found  on  a  ring,  almost  of  the  same  kind 

•  TroiloB  and  Cressida,  v.,  1.  1      §  InTcntorium  Septdchrale,  p.  42, 

t  Arch»olog.,  XXXVIII.,  337.        [  PI.  xii.,  fig.  1. 


t  Ibid.,  XXXVni.,  331.  I      II  lb.,  p.  67,  PI.  xii.,  8. 

Digitized  by  LnOOQ IC 


272 


PART  n. — THE  OBJECTS. 


that  we  find  in  Saxon  graves  *  In  this  collection  there  are 
only  two,  both  of  bronze ;  Plate  XXVL,  figs.  20  and  21,  and' 
as  usual  they  are  constructed  for  suspension.  In  one  which  is 
plain  and  long,  the  eye  is  broken  away ;  in  the  other,  one  end 
seems  to  form  the  eye,  and  then  to  be  twisted  round  the  stem 
with  nine  circumvolutions. 

The  object  engraved  along  with  needles,  Plate  XXII.,  fig.  4, 
has  probably  been  an  ear-pick,  as  its  twisted  shank  militates 
against  the  idea  of  its  having  been  a  needle. 


XXIX.— THE  GYPCIERE.— Plate  XXVI. 

1.  Its  use  generally. — ^The  remains 
of  the  marsupium,  or  purse,  called  in 
a  vocabulary    of  the   tenth  century 
by  the  Anglo-Saxon  name  Seod,  are 
found  not  imcommonly  in  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  graves  of  the  pagan  period  ;t 
thus  proving  the  antiquity  of  its  use 
in  this  country.     One  of  the  most 
ancient  examples  of  the  gypciere  or 
satchel  purse,  is  foimd  on  the  effigy  of 
a  knight  at  lona-t    About  the  four- 
L  teenth  century  we  sometimes  find  it 
)omamented  round  the  edge  with  a 
series  of  balls  or  buttons,  as  in  the 
snonMounUDggofPiine.       casc   of   au  ccclesiastic  engraved  by 
Strutt.§    In  Chaucer's  description  of  the  carpenter's  wife, 

he  says — 

By  hire  girdel  heng  a  pnrse  of  lether 
Tasseled  with  silk  and  period  with  latoan.|| 

During  the  same  century  it  was  sometimes  ornamented  with 


*  CoUectanea  Antiqna,  II. 

t  Wright's  Note  in  Mayer's  Vocab., 


S3. 


X  Captain  Hamilton  Smith,  PI.  21, 


quoted  hj  Flanche. 
§  From  Cott.  MSS^  Tib.  A,  7. 
0  The  Milleres  Tale. 
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a  central  stud  ♦  like  that  on  the  belt,  and  accompanied  with  a 
dagger.  In  the  fifteenth  and  sixteen  centuries  there  were 
similar  balls  or  buttons,  and  occasionally  decorations  like 
beads  in  fix)ntf  It  was  sometimes  worn,  not  at  the  side,  J  but 
suspended  from  the  girdle  behind.  §  In  the  Shuttleworth 
Accounts  (1621)  is  the  following  entry — ^''Scripe,  a  leather 
satchell  for  the  servantes  use,  viij*' ;"  so  that  the  satchell,  the 
antiquated  separable  pockets  of  women,  and  the  modem  railway 
reticule  or  bag,  wei'e  all  designed  t-o  seiTC  a  similar  purpose. 
In  his  description  of  ancient  Germany,  Munster  in  his  wood- 
cuts represents  the  workers  ||  in  metal  as  having  hung  up 
their  bags  or  gypcieres  in  the  booth.  In  a  carving  in  Ludlow 
church,  two  men  support  a  barrel  Each  has  a  leathern  pouch 
or  gypciere  at  his  belt,  but  they  are  of  diflTerent  kinds,  one 
having  metallic  ornaments  at  the  comers-lf  The  family  of 
Palmer  bears  in  its  arms  three  palmers'  scrips  sahle,  with  tassels 
and  bu(jkles  or. 

Numerous  examples  may  be  seen  on  the  ancient  brasses, 
where  the  gypciere  was  frequently  worn  along  with  a  rosary, 
and  sometimes  a  penner  and  ink-horn  were  inserted  in  the 
belt.**  They  may  also  be  seen  in  Strutt,  and  in  Miss  Gust  s 
edition  of  the  precursor  to  Bunyans  Pilffrim's  Progress,  entitled 
"  Pclerinage  de  FA  me."  We  sometimes  get  a  hint  of  their 
contents,  as  in  HeywoocCs  Play  of  Lov€,^\  The  loveless  man 
refera  to  a  book  in  the  purse  at  his  girdle  for  arguments.  Also 
in  the  play  of  the  "  Shepherds,"  in  the  Chester  Mysteries,  when 
they  proceed  to  supper.  Primus  Pastor  says. 

My  saccbell  to  shake  oate. 

To  sheapardes  I  am  not  ashamed ; 

And  this  tonge  pared  rounde  about. 

With  my  tonge  it  shall  be  atamed^t 


*Fairholt,p.  118. 

t  Harl.MS.4374,  and  Boy.  14£.,iT. 

t  With  acTip  on  hip,  and  pyke-ataff  in  his  hand, 
Aa  be  had  be«n  pwpoalt  to  paw  fra  hame. 

SfrDwMMidMf. 

J  Strutt,  ToL  It,  PL  131. 
B  CosmograpUia   Universalis,    pp. 
886,  845. 


Y  Journal  of  the  Arch.  Association, 
IV.,  aio. 

*•  A  row  of  papor  In  faia  hand  ha  balr; 
A  cwaaeV  pan  lUefcand  under  hia  air; 
An  ynk-hora,  with  pretty  fUt  pennalr; 
A  bag  of  allk  an  at  hia  belt  he  weir. 

ft  Fairholt's  IntrodL,  xxv. 
tt  Shaksp.  Boo.  Bd.,  p.  1S3. 
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The  Scottish  poet  Dunbar  alludes  to  coins  as  part  of  the 
contents,  under  the  name  "  crosses,"  as  it  was  usual  for  each 
coin  to  have  a  cross  on  one  sida  The  custom  has  been  re- 
introduced in  the  case  of  the  florin,  by  arranging  the  royal 
quartering  in  the  form  of  a  cross.  In  provincial  English,  also, 
there  is  the  proverbial  expression,  "  I  have  not  a  cross  in  my 
pocket,"  evidently  derived  from  the  times  of  our  ancestors. 

My  purs  is  mnid  of  sic  ane  skin, 

Thair  will  na  corses  byd  it  within."^ 

2.  The  Metal  Parts, — In  general,  only  the  metal  mountings 
of  gypcieres  or  purses  are  found,  which  have  lain  in  the  earth. 
An  object  from  Little  Wilbraham,  and  now  in  Lord  Bray- 
brooke's  museum,  was  supposed  to  be  a  latch-key ;  but  a  dis- 
covery made  near  Caistor  in  Lincolnshire,  showed  that,  in 
conjunction  with  the  bow  of  metal,  it  formed  the  top  of  a 
purse.t 

The  Abbe  Cochet  discovered  the  clasps  and  frame  of  another 
at  Envermeu,t  and  was  thus  enabled  to  explain  an  engraving 
in  Montfauqon.  Sometimes  the  back  only  is  given,  the  front 
part  being  fastened  by  a  buckle  and  strap ;  and  sometimes  the 
entire  framework,  one  portion  lying  within  the  other.  There 
are  several  such  examples  in  the  British  Museum ;  and,  before 
the  introduction  of  the  modem  French  purse  with  divisions, 
a  small  money-bag,  almost  precisely  similar,  was  not  un- 
common. 

At  Long  Wittenham,  in  Berks,  the  fittings  for  a  purse  were 
foimd  in  conjunction  with  the  remains  of  a  young  woman  ;§ 
and  at  the  Anglo-Saxon  cemetery  of  Brighthampton,  Oxon, 
the  metal  framework  appears  to  have  been  suspended  by  a 
funicular  ring,|!  which  exhibits  obvious  signs  of  wear  and  tear. 
One,  which  was  found  in  a  pond  near  Barham,  was  exhibited 
at  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  March  8,  1859.  It  is  of 
brass,  8  J  inches  wide,  apparently  of  the  fifteenth  century,  with 


*  Epistle  to  the  King,  cir.  1500. 
t  Arch.  XXXVn.,  156. 
X  Wright's  Essftyfl,  I.,  153. 


S  Arch.,  XXXVni.,  337. 
II  Ibid.,  97,  PI.  iii. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GYPCIEKES. 


275 


ornaments  and  letters  inlaid  in  niello.  The  crossbar  at  top 
had  a  central  shield  on  each  side,  with  the  arms  of  France 
opposite  the  monogram  ihs.,  and  the  words  o  domine 
ciassTE  opposite  8.  mabia  s.  bahbak[a].  On  the  semi- 
circular   rim    was    engraved  AVE    maria    g[b]acia   plena 

DOMINVS   TECVM.      BENEDICTA  TV  IN  MVLIEBIBVS   ET.       On  the 

inner  rim,  QVi  non  habit  peccvnivm  non  dabit.* 


Itootisff  of  ayvd«M  firom  BttAMa,  Nocfolk* 


The  gypciere  was  easUy  abstracted  from  the  girdle  by  cut- 
ting its  fastenings ;  and  hence  the  "  cutpurse  *"  of  former  times 
corresponded  to  the  pickpocket  or  garotter  of  our  own.f  In 
the  effigy  of  Queen  Berengaria,  in  the  Abbey  of  L'Espan,  near 
Mans,  the  gypciere  or  aulmaniire  hangs  in  an  exposed  position. 


»  Proceedings  S.  A.,  IV.,  293. 


t  Boatell*s  Mon.  Brftsses,  iii. 
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with  a  tempting  facility  for  having  the  ribbons  cut*  One  of 
the  Eobin  Hood  ballads  calls  the  outlaw  by  ihia  name,  using 
it  as  a  general  term  for  robber. 

So  being  oatl&w*d  (as  'tis  told,) 
He  with  a  crew  went  forth, 
Of  lusty  cutters  stout  and  bold, 
And  robbed  in  the  North,  f 

In  Machyn's  Diaiy,  under  the  year  1552,  the  following 
entry  occurs : — "  The  xi  day  of  July  hangyd  one  James  Ellys, 
the  grett  pykkepurs  that  ever  was,  and  cutt-purs,  and  vij  more 
for  theyflV.,  at  Tyburaa" 

The  object  shown  in  our  engraving  (19a),  exhibits  but  a 
small  portion  of  metal ;  but  there  ai-e  evidences  that  a  thin 
slip  was  fastened  within  the  knobs  of  the  revolving  crossbar 
at  top.  The  object  196,  which  was  found  with  it,  appears  to  be 
the  tassel  or  pendant 


XXX.— SEALS  AND  PILGRIMS'  SIGNS.t— Plate  XXVII. 

1. — Seals. 
Seals  Generally, — ^The  objects  ranging  imder  this  denomination 
are  by  no  means  of  frequent  occunence  in  this  country,  despite 
their  common  use  by  individuals  of  the  higher  classes  of 
society,  both  clerical  and  lay,  from  the  Conquest  downward 
The  high  prices  they  attain  whenever  offered  for  sale,  attest  a 
still  increasing  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  antiquarian 
public.  But,  interesting  a.s  seals  are  to  the  medioeval  antiquary, 
from  their  use,  design,  inscriptions,  forms,  and  even  composition. 


♦Stothart's  Mon.  Effigies;  Fair- 
holt's  Costume,  99. 

t  A  True  Tale  of  R.  H.— i^iVson. 

X  The  articles  referring  to  two  of 
the  Plates  hare  heeii  written  hy  Mr. 
H.  Ecrojd  Smith.  These  are,  Plate 
XXVIL,  emhracing  Seals,  Pilgrims' 
Signs,  and  Coins ;  and  Plate  XXXI., 


emhracingPotterjand  Tohacco  Pipes. 
On  this  last  subject,  (g.  v.),  the  general 
remarks  are  mine,  the  description  of 
the  Plate  his.  In  connection  with 
Potterj,  he  treats  of  Glass  and  Ena- 
mel. Anj  illustratiye  remarks  of  mj 
own  are  indicated  by  mj  own  initials. 
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they  prove  of  yet  greater  value  to  the  topographer  and  student 
of  heraldry,  through  their  curious  illustration  of  bygone 
appellations  and  devices. 

These  articles  may  be  divided  into  four  primary  classes, 
viz.,  the  royal  (including  all  those  of  the  State),  the  personal, 
the  religious,  and  the  municipal ;  the  first  of  these  being  the 
earliest  nationally  used  in  this  country,  and  probably  not 
much  anterior  to  the  reigns  of  Coenwulf,  king  of  Mercia,  and 
Edward  the  Confessor,  whose  great  seals  of  state  remain 
our  earliest  examples.  Seals  in  lead  were,  however,  common 
in  Soman  times,  as  is  proved  by  the  numerous  examples 
discovered  in  England,  and  engraved  in  the  third  volume  of 
Mr.  Eoach  Smith's  Collectanea  Antigua;  and  others,  also  in 
lead,  of  the  time  of  Constantine,  recently  discovered  at  Eich- 
borotigh,  in  Kent,  and  noticed  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine, 

The  specimens  from  the  seashore  of  Cheshire  are  all  of 
the  personal  designatioa  Those  of  earliest  date  are  composed 
of  lead  or  pewter,  and  of  this  material  genuine  seals  are  so 
scarce,  that  at  a  recent  archteological  meeting  in  the  meti'o- 
polis,  a  member  attempted  to  prove  that  none  such  originally 
existed,  affirming  the  few  extant  to  be  h,tev  forgerie%  for  attach- 
ment to  wills  or  other  documents  of  value !  Our  examples 
ai*e,  however,  undeniably  authentic,  and  would  even  appear  to 
be  but  types  of  a  numerous  contempomry  class.  It  is  certain 
they  belonged  to  persons  of  distinction,  instsmuch  as  few  belovv 
the  rank  of  knight  were  allowed  to  wear  a  pendent  seal,  or 
av^Jientic  as  it  was  termed.  Private  coats-of-arms  were  inter- 
dicted upon  such,  previously  to  the  commencement  of  the 
thirteenth  century ;  throughout  it  the  assumption  became  more 
general,  but  probably  it  had  reached  its  close  ere  distant 
country  places  like  this  received  the  custom.  Hence  the  non- 
appearance of  the  arms  or  crests  of  the  individual  owners  of  the 
following,  which  it  will  be  observed  are  mostly  of  early  date. 

Person^al  Seals, — (1.)  Fig.   2.   Matrix,   lead;    shape,  oval. 
Around  a  proportionally  oblong  ornament  nins  the  inscrip- 
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tion,  S^AMABELIE  D^LATHVN  U.,  the  seal  of  Amabel 
de  Lathun  (now  Lathom).  Nothing  whatever  seems  to  be 
known  concerning  this  lady,  whose  name  does  not  appear  in  its 
genealogy,*  although  she  must  have  been  a  scion  of  the  great 
Lathom  family,  of  Lathom  in  Lancashire,  and  Lathom  Astbury, 
near  Congleton,  Cheshire,  fix)m  which  have  sprung  three  noble 
femilies ;  viz.,  Derby  of  Knowsley  and  Stanley  of  Alderley, 
of  the  present  day,  and  Monteagle  in  abeyanca  The  family 
pedigree  represents  Sir  Eobert  Fitzhenry,  the  founder  of 
Burscough  Priory,  as  first  Lord  of  Lathom,  through  marriage 
with  a  daughter  of  Orme  Fitz-Ailwaxd,  possessor  of  Ormeskirk 
previously  to  1 199.  It  is  thei-efore  probable  that,  although 
absent  from  this  register,  the  Lady  Amabel  was  daughter  or 
grand-daughter  to  Sir  Eobert,  the  seal  being  of  thirteenth 
century  workmanship,  and  from  the  fact  of  one  of  the  family 
estates  abutting  upon  the  locality  where  it  was  found.  This 
is  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Joa  Mayer. 

(2.)  Fig.  1.  Matrix,  pewter;  shape,  circular.  Around  a 
central  flower-shaped  ornament  is  inscribed,  S^WILLI. 
DE  MELES.  This  personage  was  in  all  probability  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Great  Meok ;  but,  as  the  fabrication 
of  the  seal  evidently  appertains  to  the  thirteenth  century, 
a  period  anterior  to  the  commencement  of  the  authentic 
pedigree  of  the  family,  docimientary  evidence  fails  to  enlighten 
us  as  to  his  true  history  and  position.  We  possess,  how- 
ever, in  Domesday,f  a  yet  earlier  notice  of  the  manor  of  Meles, 
by  which  it  appears  to  have  been  held  by  a  follower  of  the 
Conqueror — Eobert  de  Eodelent,  or  Eothelant  (Eoelent  of 
Domesday),  Baron  of  Ehuddlan.  This  nobleman,  who  had 
been  brought  up  at  the  court  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  and 


*  Vide  Ormerod*8  **  MisceUanea 
PaUtina." 

t  **  Isdcm  Roberttu  (de  Rodelent), 
tenet  Melas.  Leyenot  tennit;  ibi 
una-hida  geldabilis :  terra  est  nna- 
£anica  et  dimidia ;  ibi  est  unoi  Bad- 


man  et  u  villani :  et  n  bordarii 
habent  unam  camcam.  Tempore 
regis  Edward  i  Talebat  zr.  solidos, 
modo  X  Bolidos.  VVasta  inTenitar." — 
Ormerods  Hi$t.  Chuhvr€,  11.,  273. 
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knighted  by  that  monarch,  was  slain  by  some  of  his  disaffected 
villeins  in  Wales,  and  died  without  legitimate  issue.  We  are 
told  that  shortly  subsequent  to  this,  a  family  settled,  here  as 
capital  lords,  under  the  Earls  (of  Chester),  and  certainly  pre- 
viously to  the  commencement  of  the  following  pedigree.*  In 
proof  of  this,  the  Calendar  of  the  Cheshire  Unrolments  (or 
remaining  fragments  of  the  records  of  proceedings  in  the 
Court  Palatine)  supplies  our  first  documentary  evidence,  viz., 
"Temp.  William  de  Vernon,  A.D.  1229—1232.  Memorial  of 
Recognition  in  Court  that  Walter  de  Meles,  Walter  his  son, 
'  et  eorum  sequela,'  are  free  men."t 

Probably  the  "  William  de  Meles  "  of  oui*  seal  was  a  son  of 
the  younger  Walter  here  mentioned,  supplying  one  of  the 
numerous  missing  links  between  the  latter  and  the  John  de 
Meles  who  commences  the  pedigree  of  the  family,  which  we 
subjoin  in  its  entirety,  premising  that  an  existing  deed,  just 
alluded  to  (14  Hy.  III.,  A.D.  1230),  refers,  but  unfortunately  not 
by  name,  to  the  father  and  grandfather  of  the  then  existing 
representative  of  the  family. 

"  The  male  line  of  this  ancient  family  became  extinct  in  the 
[great]  grandson  of  this  man,{  Thomas  Meoles,  who  resided  at 
Chester.  He  sold  the  manor  of  Pulton-cimi-Seacombe  in  1695, 
and  was  succeeded  in  his  other  estates  by  his  sister,  Ann  Meoles, 
who  also  died  issueless,  and  bequeathed  her  estates  to  her  cousin, 
Charles  Hough,  son  and  heir  of  William  Hough  of  Thornton, 
by  Elizabeth,  the  only  sister  of  Thomas  Meoles  who  had 
issue. 

"  The  manor  is  now  vested  in  William  Ramsbottom,  surgeon 
of  Liverpool,  in  right  of  his  wife,  Jane  Hough,  granddaughter 
of  Charles  Hough  before  mentioned. 

"  The  family  of  Meoles  embarked  zealously  in  the  cause  of 
Charles  I. ;  and,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  disparity  of  their 
marriages  after  that  time,  to  the  alliances  which  they  pre- 

*  See  Appendix,  p.  282.  i      %  William   of    Meoles,   liring   in 

+  Ormerod's  Chcsh.,  II.,  272.  |  1618. 
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vionsly  formed,  they  were  sufferers,  in  no  small  degree,  from 
the  effects  of  that  disastrous  period."  * 

The  name  Meles  is  said  to  be  synonymous  with  Sandhills,^ 
and  certainly  a  more  appropriate  designation  could  not  have 
been  found  for  a  place  in  constant  annoyance,  if  not  absolute 
danger,  from  the  ever-shifting  sandhills  of  the  seaboard.  Its 
orthography  in  Domesday,  as  we  have  seen,  was  Melas^l  In 
the  Cheshire  Rolls,  although  written  Meles.  it  was  probably 
pronounced  bi-syllabically  Me-les,  and  it  was  not  till  the  time 
of  Henry  V.  that  the  letter  o  appears  to  have  been  introduced. 
Later  maps,  down  to  the  present  time,  render  the  name  Gi-eat 
Meoles ;  but  it  is  worth  notice  that,  although  following  this 
orthography  upon  their  waggons  and  cai-ts,  yet  the  villagers 
never  thus  pronounce  it.  In  their  enunciation  it  becomes 
Melse,  Melts,  the  Melts,  or  the  Big  Melts — ^the  last  to  distin- 
guish it  from  a  smaller  hamlet  on  the  farther  side  of  Hoose 
and  Hoylake,  known  as  the  Little  M3lis.§  Great  Meoles  is 
the  oldest  existing  village  in  the  vicinity  of  the  seashore; 
the  seal  was  found  almost  immediately  opposite  to  it,  and 
about  high-water  mark  of  spring  tides,  in  the  autumn  of  1857. 
It  is  in  the  collection  of  the  writer  of  this  chapter. 

(3.)  Fig.  3.  Matrix,  pewter;  shape,  circular.  Around  the 
central  ornament,  or  "  Staflbrd  knot,*'"  is  inscribed  "  S'  John 
De  Osecott"  This  seal  is  similar  in  size  and  composition 
to  the  preceding,  but  is  in  a  much  less  perfect  st^te  of 
preservation ;  it  also  belongs  to  the  thirteenth  or  fourteentli 
century.  The  badge  would  appear  to  indicate  the  owner  as  a 
retainer  of  the  noble  house  of  Staflford. — ^In  the  collection  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Mayer. 

(4.)  Fig.  4.  Matrix,  brass ;  shape,  circular ;  small  but  with 
long  perforated  handle,  not  unlike  what  have,  until  a  recent 


*  Onnerod'8  Cheshire,  IL,  272-3. 
t  See  Note,  p.  4.— A.  H. 
X  Can  the  original  term  have  any 
connexion  with  the  Gr.  mebu  (black)? 


Its  connexion  would,  in  that  case,  be 
apparent  with  Dove^  and  the  Bktck 
Earth,— A,  H. 
§  Frequently  "the  Melsh."— A.  H. 
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period,  been  attached  to  watches,  and  may  still  occasionally 
be  noticed  on  the  peisons  of  old  country  gentlemen. 

This  seal,  of  which  two  examples  have  been  foimd,  (differing 
but  slightly  in  minute  detail,)  represents  the  meeting  of  Mary 
and  Elizabeth,  so  graphically  described  by  St.  Luke,  chap,  i 
The  inscription  suiTounding  the  figures  is  simply  the  opening 
words  of  the  salutation,  "  Ave  Maria"  Date  fourteenth  or 
fifteenth  century.  One  of  these  seals  is  missing ;  the  other  is 
in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Joseph  Mayer. 

(5.)  Fig.  7.  Matrix,  brass;  a  seal-ring.,  the  collet  or  face 
bearing  the  engraved  head  of  a  sta>g.  A  similar  ci-est  pertains 
to  en  ancient  neighbouring  family :  the  Stanleys  of  Hooton 
and  Stoi-eton,  foresters  of  Wirral,  viz.,  "  on  a  wi-eath  a  stag's 
head  and  neck  couped,  argent  \  attired  (homed)  or,  langued 
(tongued)  gules." — In  the  collection  of  Mr.  Mayer. 

The  use  of  the  seal  finger-ring  is  very  ancient.  That  it  was 
not  uufiequently  worn  by  the  monarchs  of  ancient  Egypt, 
Assyria,  and  Babylon,  is  evident  fi*om  the  nxmierous  existing 
examples,  often  most  artistically  executed  and  in  e:Kcellent 
preservation.  In  the  book  of  Esther  we  lead  that  Mordecai, 
having  written  the  lettei*s  for  the  governors  of  the  provinces, 
*'  sealed  Iheni  with  the  Icing's  ring."  The  early  examples  were 
usually  of  gold  or  silver,  and  either  engi-aved  or  set  with 
gi-avcn  gems,  for  use  as  seals  as  well  as  ornament  The 
inestimable  execution  of  those  of  Greece  and  Home  (the 
workmanship  of  Greek  and  Etruscan  arl.ists),  will  ever  remain 
the  wonder  and  delight  of  all  lovers  of  true  ail* 

(6.)  Fig.  10.  Matrix,  lead;  a  small  die  or  stamp  bearing 
a  fleur-de-lis  and  a  baron's  coronet.  Dace  seventeenth 
centuiy. 

*  For  details,  see  Rings,  chap.  XXI. 
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.2. — Pilgrims'  Signs  * 

(1.)  Plate  XXVIL,  fig.  6.  Fragment  (the  upper  portion)  of  a 
Sign  of  "Our  Ladye  of  Eoc  St.  Amadour,"  in  lead,  date  13th 
to  14th  century.  Several  perfect  examples  of  diflfering  types 
of  this  interesting  sign  have  occurred  in  France ;  and,  con- 
nected as  they  are  with  a  once  highly  celebrated  continental 
shrine,  now  utterly  neglected,  and  all  but  unknown,  we  can- 
not do  better  than  transfer  to  our  pages,  from  the  Collectatiea 
Antigua  f  all  the  information  which  appears  to  have  hitherto 
been  gleaned  respecting  it  Although  the  first  recorded 
instance  of  the  occurrence  of  the  sign  in  this  country,  it  yet 
proves  the  widely  extended  fame  of  the  old  Hermitage  chapeL 
It  is  in  the  collection  of  the  writer  of  this  chapter. 

"  An  oval  plate  with  a  representation  of  the  virgin,  crowned, 

nimbed,  and  holding  a  sceptre,  seated  with  the  infant  Jesus 

in  her  lap,  and  inscribed,  ►{< '  SigiUum  Beate  Marie,  de  Roc 

Amador.'"    M.  Hucher  correctly  assigns  the  date  to  the  13th 

century,  or  possibly  to  the  early  part  of  the  14th.      An 

example  in  larger  module  is  etched  by  Mr.  H.  W.  King  (from 

my  own  collection),  in  the  "  Publications  of  the  Antiquarian 

etching  Club,"  part  III.,  1853,  and  is  now  in  the  British 

Museum.     It  appears  to  be  of  the  12th  century,  and  differs 

somewhat  in  detail  from  M.  Huchei's;    the  nimbus  of  the 

virgin  is  surrounded  by  a  shaded  pattern,  that  of  the  infant 

shows  three  points  of  a  cross,  and  the  embossed  legs  of  the 

chair  terminate  upwards,  ixxfleurs-de-lys.   They  both  have  been 

cast  from  the  matrices  of  seals,  and  adapted  for  sewing  upon 

the  dress. 

"Roc-Amadour,"  M.  Hucher  tells  us,  "is  a  celebrated  place  of 
pDgrimage,  situate  in  the  middle  of  the  ancient  province  of 
Quercy  (a  division  of   Guienne  in  Aquitaine),  at  eighteen 


•  For  much  carefuUy  collated  in- 
formation on  this  singular  class  of 
reliqnes,  together  with  illustrations, 
we  may  refer  to  Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith's 


CoUectanea  Antiqua,  Vols.  I.  II.  IV.; 
also  a  paper  hj  Rct.  Thomas  Hugo, 
in  Archoedl.,  Vol.  XXXVIII,,  p.  129. 
t  Col.  Ant.,  vol.  IV. 
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kilometers  north-east  of  Goui'cion.  Placed  in  the  bosom  of  a 
site  exceedingly  picturesque,  it  seems  suspended  between 
heaven  and  eaith.  Eoc-Amadour  owes  its  i*enown  partly  to 
the  worship  paid,  from  the  most  remote  times,  to  the  sacred 
virgin,  in  a  particular  chapel  of  the  church  of  that  locality,  and 
partly  to  the  relics  of  St.  Amadour,  which  have  been  pre- 
served there  for  ages,  and  of  which  some  remains  are  still 
shown.  The  chapel  is  of  the  simplest  construction,  and  its 
altar  is  of  wood.  The  effigy  of  the  virgin  is  small,  and  pamted 
black.  The  origin  of  the  pilgrimage  of  St.  Amadour  is  lost  in 
the  night  of  time ;  the  history  of  the  sacred  personage  him- 
self is  not  well  understood,  some  confounding  him  with  the 
Zaccheus  of  the  New  Testament,  and  others  with  St  Amateur, 
Bishop  of  Auxerra 

"St.  Louis,  convalescent  tvom  a  long  sickness,  made  in  1244 
a  pilgrimage  to  our  Lady  of  Roc- Amadour,  as  did  Charles  le 
Bel  and  John  of  Bohemia,  in  1324 ;  and  in  1463  the  weak  and 
superstitious  Louis  XL  bestowed  at  her  shrine  a  share  of  his 
devotions,  carrying  away  with  him  upon  his  hat,  we  may 
suppose,  one  of  the  leaden  signs  of  which  he  was  so  fond. 
Friends  and  enemies  equally  respected  the  pilgrims  who  car- 
ried these  tokens ;  and  there  ia  on  recoi-d  an  account  of  an 
Englishman,  who  had  been  captured  by  the  soldiers  of  Cahors, 
having  been  set  at  libo'ty  immediately  he  was  recognized  as 
a  pilgrim  of  our  Ladye  of  Itoc-Amadom\*  The  English  acted 
in  like  manner ;  but,  to  render  this  privilege  available,  it  was 
necessary  to  carry  the  particular  sign  (called  in  the  I^atin 
deed  ^portala  or  sportello),  bearing  upon  one  side  the  image  of 
the  virgin,  and  upon  the  other  that  of  St.  Amadour.  The 
people  of  the  town  manufactured  them  in  a  somewhat  diffe- 
rent manner,  introducing  the  Veronica,  but  these  were  not  so 
esteemed  aeS  the  others.  The  Bishop  of  Tulle,  as  Abbe  of  Eoc- 
Amadour,  granted  the  right  to  the  former,  and  forbad  the 
inhabitants  to  make  them.  But  they  sold  both  kinds,  \k>  earn 
a  livelihood  m  those  ti-oublous  times.  At  last  it  happened, 
in  1425,  that  the  bishop  permitted  the  inhabitants  to  sell 
both  these  kinds  of  signs  during  two  years. *'-f- 

(2.)  Fig.  5.     Sign  of  St  Peter  and  St.  Paul  in  lead,  dat^ 

12th  century ;  a  thin  rectangular  plaque,  with  a  small  loop 

at  one  corner  for  suspension,  the  otheis  being  abraded.    It  is 

inscribed — 

*  L'Abb^  de  FoniUiiac,  Chron.  i  t  Fonilhiac,  Manasc.  da  Qaercy, 
Manuso.  du  Qaercj,  k  Tan  1399  ;  quo  It  Tan  U25 ;  quo  CoUec.  Antiq.,  vol. 
Collec.  Antiq.,  vol.  IV.  I IV. 
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A-SPE-SrA 

Ad     ) 

or       >  S.  Petrum.    S.  Pauluin. 
Apud  J 

or 
Apostoli,  S.  Petms.  S.  Paulus. 
like  the  Papal  buUa-seals  *  it  repi-esents  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul ;  but,  in  place  of  their  busts,  we  have  hei*e  their  figures 
at  full  length,  the  c»ynjbolical  cross  and  key  between  them. 
Wei*e  it  not  for  the  quaintly  rude  character  of  these  figures, 
implying  native  workmanship  (imitative  apparently  of  the 
Byzantine),  we  might  suppose  this  object  to  have  been  pur- 
chased by  cne  of  our  forefathers  in  the  eternal  city.  It  may, 
however,  have  been  fabricated  at  some  national  shi'ine  dedi- 
cated to  these  apostles.  The  reverse  is  covei-ed  with  minute 
patterns  variously  chequei*ed.  It  is  in  the  collection  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Mayer. 

(3.)  Fig.  8.  This  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  portion  of  the 
rim  of  a  pilgrim  sign,  the  centTe  of  which  contained  a 
device.  It  contained  the  well-known  legend  [IHS  NA]- 
ZARENVS  R[EX  IVD-]  The  material  is  pewter.  It  is 
in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Hume. — ^AH. 

(4)  Fig.  9.  This  object,  which  is  lead,  appears  to  have 
been  part  of  a  brooch,  as  there  is  a  narrow  part  of  the  rim  on 
which  an  aais  appears  to  have  been  hinged ;  but  it  is  gene- 
rally of  the  same  sacred  character  as  rhe  pilgrims'  signs.  The 
legend,  in  Saxon  characters,  is  AVE  MARIA  QRACIA.  It 
is  in  Mr.  Mayer's  collection. — A.  H. 

*  Early  seals  of  lead  obtained  the  appellatioa  of  huU<z^  hence  the  Papal 
BuUs.See  p.  140.— A.  H. 
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XXXI.— COINS.*— Plate  XXVII. 

The  examples  of  the  numismatic  art  found  here,  do  not 
belong  specifically  to  tliis  district;  in  fact,  none  such  are 
known  to  exist.  They  constitute,  however,  a  fair  chrono- 
logical index  to  the  several  periods  of  occupation,  as  also  to  the 
general  mass  of  the  remains,  a  portion  of  w^hich  have  happily 
been  reserved  from  a  second  natural  entombment  in  the  sub- 
marine sandbanks,  and  secured  fh)m  oblivion  through  the 
medium  of  these  pages. 

The  earliest  of  our  series  are  the  Carthaginian  copper,  for 
the  occurrence  of  which,  apart  from  the  maritime  position  of 
the  settlement,  it  might  have  been  somewhat  diflBcult  to 
account,  but  few  Greek  coins  having  occurred  in  England. 
When  we  consider,  however,  the  remarkably  adventurous 
spirit  which  animated  the  Phoenician  and  Carthaginian 
traders,  there  appears  no  valid  reason  why  their  operations 
upon  our  coasts  should  have  been  wholly  confined  to  the 
Cornish  and  South  Irish,  as  has  been  too  generally  and  hastily 
assumed.  One  of  the  main  attractions  of  Cornwall  was  its 
lead,  and  this  metal  might  then  be  found  in  great  abundance 
in  our  adjacent  districts  of  North  Wales,  where  numerous 
traces  of  Eoman,  if  not  yet  earlier,  workings  still  exist, 
independently  of  large  quantities  of  the  rough  ore  then 
available  in  some  localities  upon  the  very  surface  of  the 
groimd. 

The  Roman  and  contemporary  British  pieces  are  not  very 
numerous.  The  forms  are  mostly  of  early  date,  commencing 
with  the  larger  brass  of  the  emperors  Claudius  and  Nero ;  thus 
showing  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Eoman  occupation  of 
this  country,  a  small  seaport  (if  no  larger  settlement)  existed 
here.  Its  site  was  in  all  probability  nearly  a  mile  seaward 
of  the  present  high-water  mark  of  spring  tides,  and  westward 
of  Leasowe  Castle.     From  amidst  the  leaves,  trunks,  and 

•  Written  by  Mr.  H.  Ecroyd  Smith.— See  note,  p.  276. 
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knotted  roots  of  the  monarchs  of  the  ancient  forest  (a  strip  of 
which  is  always  bare  upon  the  beach),  the  coins  and  other  small 
objects  of  this  period  are  washed  at  the  highest  tides,  especially 
when  these  are  accompanied  by  strong  northerly  gales. 
The  locality  lies  to  the  eastward  of,  and  about  half  a  mile 
from,  that  reach  of  the  shore  where  relics  of  the  mediaeval 
times  predominate;  and  this  feet  obviously  points  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  advancing  floods  have  constantly  driven 
the  settlement  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  until,  meeting 
the  shifting  sandhills  from  the  Dee-mouth,  the  combined 
powers  have  eventually  effected  its  total  destruction.  The 
second-brass  coin  of  the  Emperor  Antonius  Pius,  unfortu- 
nately much  corroded,  is  a  scarce  and  nationally  interesting 
piece,  bearing  upon  its  reverse  the  impersonation  of  Britan- 
nia seated  upon  a  rock,  and  commemorative  of  successes 
achieved  by  Pius's  generals  in  this  country.  The  small-sized 
brass  require  little  notice,  as  they  belong  to  a  late  period  of 
the  empire,  and  are  mostly  of  rude  execution.  Elsewhere, 
Eoman  sites  have  produced  such  in  far  greater  numbers  than 
the  larger  money;  that  such  is  not  the  case  here, is  fully 
accounted  for  by  the  complete  disappearance  of  the  location 
of  the  buildings. 

Of  the  long  and  dark  historic  period  intervening  between  the 
Boman  evacuation  and  the  union  of  the  Saxon  monarchies,  three 
little  coins  are,  so  fer  as  known,. the  sole  numismatic  repre- 
sentatives. These  are  tjrpes  of  the  Styca,  or  half-ferthing 
in  copper,*  a  species  of  money  which,  until  a  comparatively 
recent  period,  was  scarce,  and  little  known  even  by  the  anti- 
quary. Its  coinage  is  peculiar  to  the  ancient  kingdom  of 
Deira  or  Northumbria,  and  is  believed  to  have  issued  from  its 
capital  city  Ebraice  (York),  during  the  seventh,  eighth,  and 
ninth  centuries.    That  it  was  not,  however,  exclusively  con- 


*  Thas  nsuaUy  denominated ;  thej 
are,  howeyer,  mostly  of  mixed  metal, 
the  predominating  copper  being  more 
or  less  fused  with  gold,  silrer,  lead, 


tin,  or  zinc.  The  name  originated  in 
the  Anglo-Saxon  Stirce,  synonymous 
with  minuta  pars, — Vide  Trans.  York. 
Phil.  Soc,  Vol.  I.,  1855. 
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fined  to  royalty,  is  pi"oved  by  many  specimens  bearing  upon 
their  obverses  the  names  and  titles  of  the  spiritual  sovereigns, 
the  archbishops;  and  these  were  probably  the  earliest  coins 
issued  from  the  ai-chiepiscopal  mint  here  established,  and 
which  continued  in  operation  for  many  centmies.  Stycas  of 
six  kings  and  three  archbishops  ai*e  now  well  authenticated, 
whilst  a  few  remain  imcertainly  appropriated ;  but  the  great 
bulk  of  the  hoards  are  composed  of  types  of  the  two  monarchs 
Eanred  and  Ethelred.  These  hoards  or  trov/vailks  (all 
brought  to  light  within  recent  dates),  generally  including 
many  thousands  of  pieces,  have  invaiiably  occurred  within 
the  recognized  boundaries  of  the  kingdom  named;  and  we 
believe  the  occurrence  even  of  migh  specimens  vnthout  those 
limits,  as  in  the  present  instance,  to  be  quite  exceptional, 
if  not  hitherto  unrecorded 

The  em  of  the  united  Saxon  monarchy  was  one  of  consider- 
able vitality  in  onr  settlement,  if  the  proportion  of  coins, 
taken  in  consideration  with  their  age,  be  admitted  as  a  fair 
index.  Individually,  also,  these  pieces  are  in  excellent  pre- 
servation, far  better  indeed  than  most  of  later  dates  found 
here.  They  include  no  less  than  five  of  Canute  the  Great ; 
and  a  fine  silver  peimy  of  Ethehed  II.  (the  Unready)  deserves 
mention;  from  beaiing  on  its  reverse  an  emblem  of  Chiistianity 
and  a  token  of  its  advancement;  viz.,  the  hand  of  Pi-ovidence 
placed  between  the  Greek  letters  al^ha  and  orriega.  The 
pennies  of  Eadgar  and  Edward  the  Confessor  are  only  moieties, 
the  complete  coins  having  been  halved  presumably  for  "small 
change,"  by  a  pair  of  shears  or  other  sharp  instnmient.  Tlie 
custom  of  dividing  and  subdividing  coins,*  when  the  smaller 
coined  pieces  (halfpence  and  farthings  in  silver)  were  scarce, 
prevailed  at  this  period,  though  by  no  means  so  generally  as 
about  three  centuries  later.  The  practice  seems  to  have 
reached  its  height  during  the  reigns  of  Henry  IILf  and 
Edward  I.  and  IL,  despite  the  severe  proclamations  thei-eanent 

*  Vide  PL  XXVU.,  figs.  1 1,  12.       |     f  See  Note  at  the  duiie  of  the  article 
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• 
issued  by  the  first  of  these  sovereigns.    For  instance,  the 

corns  of  these  kings,  catalogued  below,  comprise  more  halflings 
than  whole  pieces,  mingled  with  numerous  qtcarterlings,  if 
we  may  be  permitted  to  coin  the  word,  the  occurrence  of 
which  suggest  that  quartered  Saxon  pennies  may  have  been 
the  real  '*  feorthlingas  "  of  the  time.  The  total  absence  of  any 
coined  farthings  of  the  Saxon  era  confirms  our  supposition,  . 
which  is  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the  professed  numis- 
matist. 

Returning  to  the  English  halflings  from  the  Cheshire  ^hore, 
it  will  scarcely  surprise  the  reader  to  note  the  large  proportion 
designated  uncertain,  inasmuch  as  in  very  numerous  instances 
not  a  single  letter  of  the  name  (place  of  mintage)  remains. 
Despite  repeated  attempts,  also,  we  have  never  yet  succeeded 
in  identifying  two  moieties  as  having  originally  formed  one 
and  the  same  coin. 

The  great  bulk  of  our  heterogeneous  series  wiU  be  found  to 
appertain  to  the  thirteenth  century ;  hence  the  induction  that 
the  settlement  then  attained  the  height  of  its  prosperity. 
From  this  period  its  decline  appears  to  have  been  rapid, 
pointing  to  some  great  flood  or  other  disaster — during  which 
the  old  forest  was  levelled  and  mostly  swept  away — as  a 
proximate  cause.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Elizabethan 
era,  probably  not  even  a  single  house  remained  standing  upon 
the  beach. 

The  site  of  the  settlement  upon  the  shores  of  the  Irish  sea 
suflSciently  accounts  for  the  presence  of  numerous,  coins 
pertaining  to  the  sister  isle,  from  the  silver  pennies  of  King 
John,  first  titular  "  Lord  of  Ireland,"  downward  to  the  scarce 
copper  farthings  of  Elizabeth,  since  which  the  coinage  of  the 
two  countries  has  been  interchangeable. 

The  whole  series  is  tabulated  below  in  a  distinctive  form, 
all  the  scarcer  and  more  interesting  types  receiving  a  full 
description.  Important  trowvailles  of  contemporary  English 
coiiiS  are  also  noted  for  comparison. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  COINS. 
GREEK. 


DcnonliuUiaiu 

SOrer 
DnchniA. 


Seooodor 
Midd 


i  Fenudehead. 


V 


hone  tktmiSna ;  ooi»ed  at  Gar- 1 


ROMAN, 
Claudius  Cmbam,  a.d.  41—54. 

Minerra  hurling  a  Jaffelbi ;  on  ber  i 


'  TL  dand.  C»aar  Aug.  Qmm. 
Bare  head  of  ClandkH. 


lefl  arm  a  oinular  bnekler. 
Nero,  a.d.  50 — 68. 


SestertiiM 
First  or  large 


Do. 


Seeond 
Brau. 


"  Nero  Obbmt  Aug.  Ge  .  .  .  P.P." 
Bare  bead  of  Nera 

Bvoken  and  defaced  so  as  to  be 


"Nero  Ceeaar  Au.  OermanimM.' 
Bare  head  of  Nero. 


The  Emperoron  horseback,  attend- 
ed hj  two  ioldien. 

UlegiUe. 

"  Victoria  AHgnftiS.a'»  JiTio- 
torr  marchiiig  with  palm  branch 
and  garland. 


Do. 
Da 


Da 


Da 


"Imp.OaIbaCaBear  . 

Bare  head  of  Oalba. 
Imp.  Oalba   .    .    .    P.P. 

Head  of  Oalba. 


Oalba,  a.d.  68— 
Oofcin." 


"Ckmaecratio."  An  eecde  standing 
with  partiallj  eraanded  wings. 

Inscript^n  illegible.  A  female 
standing  with  gaciaad  and  cor- 
nucopia. 


I  Inscription   Illegible. 
I     ViteUina. 


VlTELLIUS,  A.D.  69 — 

Head  of 


InicTlption  Illegible,  badly  oonrod- 
ed,  and  burnt. 


YeSPASIAHUS,  A.D.  69—79. 

Inscription,  Ac,  illegible.  11  Inscription  Illegible.     A  female 

I  figure  standing  * 

II  (Senatus  Consull 


between 
Itum.) 


&  a 


TiTUB,  A.D.  71— 8K 

SaDen*.    I  "T.  DIP.  CiEaVESP."    .    .    .    ||  "Pontif.  Maalm.'»   1%e  i 
Tins.*  Laureated  head  of  Titos,  (Pi        seated  as  High  Pxiesk 

|xXVU.,flg.l8.)  II 

•  Denarius  or  Fumy  ;  hence  the  Anglo-Gallic  denier.  At  Wroxeter,  the  ancient  Urioo- 
ninm.  the  common  Boman  brass  coins  are  always  tenned  duden,  a  corruption  probably  o( 
this  designation. 


PoMinANUS,  A.D.  69 — 81. 


Second 
Brass. 


811.  Denarius 


Second 
Brasa. 


First  Brass. 
Da 


Second 
Brass. 


"Imp.  G8B8.  Domit.  Aug.  Germ. 
Laureated  head  of  Domitian. 


'Annona  Aug.**  The  empeiw 
seated,  presenting  a  gift  to  a 
young  boy;  in  the  exeigue,  S.C. 


Haduanus,  A.D.  117 — 138. 


**Imp^  Hadrianus  Augustus.*'        ] 
Laureated  head  of  Hadrian,  (PL 

XXVILflg.  U.) 

"  Imp.  0ns.  Ner.  Traian.  Hadrian- 
us.'  Laureated  head  of  Hadrian.  | 


''  Tianquillitas  Aug.  P.P.'*  Figure 
of  Tranquillity  standing  with  the 
Hasta.  Intheezeigue'*Cos.IIL'* 

*'Pax  C08.IIL,  8.a»  Figure  of 
Peace  seated. 


Ainx>2aNDs  Pius,  a.d.  138 — 161. 


''Imp.  Antoninus  Aug.  Pius.'* 
Laureated  bead  of  Pius. 
Ditta 

Dltta 


"Yirtos  Aug.,  8.0."  The  goddess 

of  Virtue  standing, 
Inscription  Illegible.     A  female 

standing. 
<*Britimn!a,008.in.''  Britain  per- 

soniiled,  with  shl^  kc,  seated 

upon  a  rock. 
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FlntBiMt. 


Second 
BruB. 


Da 


Denarius  of 
iMsesilTer. 


Da 


Da 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Da 


Mabcus  AztbelIXTS,  iuD.  161—80. 

Obvibsh.  Kbvbbss. 

«Anr«lhMO«MrAug.PllFIL'^      li    ".    .    .    .    HL  C50S.  VIIL    .    . 

Bare  head  of  Auralins.  S.O."    A  figure  standing  with 

II      spur  and  comuoopla.    •   .    •    . 

Faustina,  Expbbbb  of  Aubelios. 

I  Inscription  illegible.  ||  Inscription  illegible, 

t     Head  of  Faustina,  Junior.  H     A  Sphinx. 

Cbispika,  Emprsss  of  Commodds,  a.d.  180—3. 

I  Inscription   iUAgibl&      Head   of  l|  Inscription  illegible. 
I     Grisplna.  II 


HBRBNlfinS  EtBUSOUS,  A.D.  251. 


•<Q.  Her.  Etr.  Mes.  Decins." 
Crowned   head   of   Hecenniiu 
Stmsous. 


"SpesPubUca." 
Hope  standing  with  emblems. 


losoription  llle|dtble. 
Crowned  head  of  Oallienas. 
'  Oallienas  Ang." 
Iheadof 


Gallxskus,  A.D.  253 — 68. 

"OriensAng.»' 

The  Emperor  marching. 

"Ubero 

A  Uon  walking. 


"Imp.  aTetrlcns    .    .    ." 
Crowned  head  of  Tetricus. 

InMriptlonilleidble. 
Ctowned  head  of  Tetricus. 


"..,...  as  Aug.**  A 
Victor7  standing  with  palm- 
branch  and  garland. 

"Virtus  Augustus." 

Sacrificial  instruments. 


Claudius  Gothicus,  a.d.  268 — 70. 


"Impw  C  Claudius  Aug.'* 
Crowned  head  of  Oothlcus. 

"Divo  Claudia" 
downed  head  of  Gothicus. 


Crowned  I 

ViOTOBIHUS,  A.i>.  265—7. 
'Imp.  a  Plav.  Victorlnus.**  ||  "Victoria Aug.**  AVlctoir march- 

Crowned  head  of  Victorlnus.        jj     ing  with  palm-branch  and  garland,  i 

Tbtbious  (Sbniob),  ad.  267 — 72. 


"Felidtas  Aug." 

Felicity  standing  with  caduoeus  and 

oomuoopia. 
"Consecratio." 
An  eagle  standing  with  expanded 

wings. 


Do. 


Da 


POSTUMUS,  A.D.  268—9. 


I  Inseriplioniltogible;  head  of  Poa- 
I     tumus. 


I  Illegible. 


Tbtbious  (Juhiob),  A.D.  267—72. 

"Imp.  TeWeus  P.  L.  Aug."  ||  "Hilaritas  Aug.**     Hilaritj  per-  j 

downed  head  of  the  younger        sonified,  holding  a  wand  and  a 
Tetricus.  II     oomuoopia.  I    1 


Da 


Da 


Cabausius,  ad.  287—93, 

Pax.  Aug.  Peace  standing,  holding 
a  flower  In  the  right  hand,  and  a 
long  sceptre  in  the  left  In  the 
field,  P.  O.  In  exergue,  M.  L. 
(MoneULondiniL) 

(An  xmpublished  var.  of  the  Pax 
type,  In  excellent  preserration. ) 


«*  Imp.  Carausfais  P.  F.  Aug.*» 
Bust  of  Caraminsiadiatea  to  the 
right 


CoKBTAxmrus  IIaonus,  a.d.  306—37^ 


LueripUon  illegible. 
Bmd  of  Constantino  the.Oreat 


'  Gloria  Exercitus.'*  Two  soldiers  I 
with  spears  and  shields  between 
t«ro  ensigns.  I    2 
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CONSTANTIUS  II.,  A.D.  323 — 61. 


Denomination. 
Third  Brass 


Do. 


Obversc 
*  D.  N.  CoastantiuB  P.  F.  Aug." 
Head  of  Ck>iutaiitiiu  II. 


Bktebsb. 

*  FeL  Temp.  Reparatio.**  A  mili- 

tarj  figure,  armed  with  shield 

and  spear,  striking  at  an  enemy, 

who  is  falling  from  his  hone 


"ConstonsP.F.Ang. 
head  of  Constana. 


Constats,  a.d.  337 — 50. 
Laoreated 


VictoriiB,  D,  D.  Aug.  Ponn.*. 
Two  Victories,  each  with  a  gar- 
land, between  them  D.  In  the 
exeigne  T.  R.  P. 


VALBNTnOANUS  A.D.  364 — 75. 


Do. 


Da 
Da 


*  D.  N.  ValenUnianoa  Aug." 
of  Yalentinian  I. 


Head  !|  Hlegible. 


Valens,  a.d.  864 — 78. 


*D.  N.  ValensP.  F.  Ang." 
uf  Yalens. 

Ditta 


Head 


*'  Bestltntor  Belpublicss  ' 

Inscription  illegible.  Two  military 
figures  standing. 


Magnus  Maximxjs,  a.d.  383 — 8. 


SilDenarios 


Second  and 
Th..d  Brass 


Small  CJold 
Upper 


"  D.  N.  Uag.  Maxlraus  P.  F.  Aug." 
Head  of  Magnns  Maximus. 


Much  worn  and  illegible. 


"  Virtus  Bomanomm.**  A  helmeted 
female  seated,  holding  a  globe 
and  a  spear.  In  the  ezetgue, 
T.  R  P.  S. 


BRITISH. 


A  rudely  shaped  hone  and  wheel, 
in  imitation  of  some  Greek 
reverse. 


Styca,  or  I 
half-farthing 
in  Copper.    | 


Much  worn. 

A  bold  outlined  male  head,  copied 

from  a  Greek  original;  this  is 

the  most  frequent  type  of  the 

ancient  British  or  Gaulish  copper, 

and  generally    occun    in   the 

Channel  Islands. 

SAXON  AND  DANISH. 
Redulf,  Kino  of  Northumbria. 
(Slain  at  York  after  a  few  months'  usurpation,  a.d.  844.) 
'Redulf  Bex;"  a  small  cross  in  1 1  "Cocnned,"oneof  theetght)mown 


the  field.    A  scarce  c(^n. 


moneyera  of  this  monarch; 
smaD  cross  in  the  field. 


Ethelred,  King  of  Northumbria,  a.d.  840—8. 
Da        I  "  Ethelred  Bex,"  a  plain  cross.       ii  Moneyer's  name  iXlegibTe.  |    1 

Do.  Ditto.  "  Fordred,"  a  plain  cross  in  the 

I  II      centre.  I    1 

frouvailUt  <^ Stf/eax. — ^Heworth,  Durham:  Hexham.  Northumberland  (80,000),  Kiric- 
Oswald,  Cumberland  (600),  Mint  Yard,  York  (10,000),  Ullesketf,  near  York  (800). 

Eadgar,  King  of  England,  a.d.  958 — 75. 

8iL  renny.   I  "Eadg.  .  .  .  x"     FiUeted  head  ti  ".  .  .  .  )  ooafer"  (York)  A  small  I 

1      and  bust  of  Eadgar.  ||       cross  in  the  centre  of  the  field.       1 

CA  V  Trouvailles.~-ljich  Kenneth,  Hebrides,  1840— Tiree,  Hebrides,  1782— Deny  Kidehkn. 


Ethelred  II.,  A.D.  978 — 1016, 


Do. 


Da 


'  AethelredBex  Anglor.'  Head 
and  bust  of  Ethelred  II.  (the 
Unready.)  PL  XXVIL,  fig.  16. 


*  Aedilred  Bex  Anglorum."  Head 
and  bust  of  Ethehred  IL,  with 
sceptre  in  front. 


^Aethestan— M— O  Cant**.  (Can- 
terbury.) Ahand,denotiu[that 
of  Providence,between  the  Greek 
letten  Alpha  and  Omega.  In 
fine  preservation. 

* .  .  .  .  ric  MO.  Lu.  .  ."  (London) 
and  "  C'rtfx,"  in  the  angles  of  M 
Toided  cross  within  the  inner 
circle. 
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CANUTE,  AJ>.   1016—35. 


Bktkbsb.  No. 

'L.  .  .  teof  on  Leioe."{ Leicester.) 
A  Tolded  cross  within  a  pearled 
circle,  the  limbs  not  conjoined, 
but  attached  by  loops,  each  con- 
taining a  pellet;  in  the  centre 
a  pellet  within  an  annulet 
"  Btaige  on  Scro,"  (Sorobbea-bnrh, 
now  Shrewsbury. )  A  double  or 
Toided  cross,  the  limbs  meeting 
in  an  annulet,  with  central 
peliet,  all  within  a  plain  circle; 
'owileman  (or  Sudgeman)  on 
WIN."  (Winchester.)  In  the 
field  similar  to  the  last  SwUt- 
man  occurs  in  Ruding'slist  of 
the  moneyers  of  this  monarch. 
IftsM.— One  or  more  coins  of  this  type  were  found  among  a  hoard  of  above  800  pieces  of 
Canute's  money,  together  with  armlets  of  silver  (enclosed  in  cows'  horns)  in  Galdale  Moss, 
near  Kirkwall,  Orkney,  in  1:^4.—  Vide  Gough's  Catalogue  of  Canute's  Coins.  Other  large 
trouvaHUa  of  this  sovereign's  coins  have  occurred  in  Isle  of  Skye  ,300),  Halton  Moor,  near 
Lancaster  (600),  Cuerdale,  near  Preston,  Ao, 


DeHominsiiofn. 
Silver  penny 


Da 


Do. 


Obvebsi. 

"Cnut  Becx.  An."  Head  and  bust 
of  Cnut  with  conical  crown ; 
Boeptre  surmounted  by  three 
pdleto  to  the  right  PL  XXYIL, 
fig.  1&     SmaUtif, 

*  Cnut  Becx." .  FnUbust  of  Cnut, 
the  head  filleted.    bmaUtiMt. 


Similar  to  the  last,  and  in  the 
best  state  of  preservation. 


Silver 
Halfpenny.  , 

Da        I  Badlystmck. 


No  legend.    Head  of  Canute. 


da 


«No  legend.    Small  cross  in  centre. 
Illegible. 


Edward  thb  CoifFSSSOR,  a.d.  1042 — 1066. 


SflverPennyl  "EADPBD    ....»'  PuU  bust 
of  £dward.  |     of  Edward  the  Confessor,  with 
sceptre  to  the  right 


...    on  Lun  "  (London).  A 
voided  cross  with  P.AC.X.  in 
the  angles,  and  a  central  pellet 
within  an  annulet    SmaU  sise. 
TrovkvaUU  at  Bettam,  Westmoreland. 


ENGLISH  AND  IRISH. 
William  II.  (Rdpus),  a.d,  1087—1100. 


Silver  Pi 


►ennyl 


*Piaan,  R.  Rex."*  Bust  of  William 
Buf  us,  with  sceptre  and  one  pel- 
let upon  the  right  shoulder,  and 
three  pellets  on  the  left 


P.  A  X.  S.  in  angles  of  a  cross  baton- 
nee.  Trouvailles;  York,  1704 
(250)  and  1815— Beaworth,  Hants, 
(12,000.) 


Do. 


Da 


Do. 


Da 


Halfpenny. 

Farthing. 

Penny. 


Henry  II.,  a  d.  1154—1189. 

I  Minted  at  London,  Bristol,  Ac. ;  a  few  illegible. 

TiwtvailUs.  Tealby,  Lincolnshire,  1807.— Bed  of  the  Dove,  Tutbury, 
I     Staffordshire,  1831,  (200,000.) 

John,  a.d.  1199 — 1216. 

Minted  at  Dublin  and  Limerick.  No  English  money  known  of  this  reiifn. 
06.— Full-faced  crowned  bust  within  a  triangle.  Aev.— Star  and  cres- 
cent within  a  triangle.  These  objects  were  styled  John's  Livery,  and 
probably  f  orqied  ills  cognisance. 

Hbnrt  in.,  A.D.  1216—1272. 

29  minted  at  London :  7  at  Canterbury ;  1  at  Berwick ;  1  at  Bristol : 
1  at  Durham:  1  at  Hereford :  8  at  Dublin  (head  in  triangle,  a  scares 
coin) ;  and  82  uncertain  or  illegible. 

(Of  the  above  many  are  inscribed  REX.  ANQ.) 

Edward  L  and  IL,  a.d.  1272 — 1327. 

(Numismatists  fail  to  discriminate  between  the  coins  of  the  two  first 
Edwards). 

30  Minted  at  London ;  14  at  Canterbury;  4  at  Chester ;  8  at  Durham ; 
1  at  York :  1  at  Berwick :  1  at  Bristol ;  1  at  Dublin ;  2  at  Waterford, 
PL  XXVIL,  Hit.  18 :  and  16  uncertain  or  illegible. 

1  minted  at  London,  the  others  illegible. 

Mintage  uncertain  ;  a  scarce  coin. 

Counterfeit  sterlings  of  this  period.  The  obverse  displays  a  youthful 
bust,  the  head  bearing  a  chaplet  of  three  roses ;  reverse,  a  cross  with 
three  pellets  in  each  angle  resembling  contemporary  coin. 


14 


72 


Digitized  by 


Google 


294 


PART  II. — TEK  OBJECTS. 


Gold^NoUej 

„  Penny, 
penij. 


Penny. 
Half- 
penny. 


„  Penny. 


Knoim  oidy  from  deeorlptk»,  hftTing  been  difpoied  of  by  the  finder  to  ft 

JewMdlar. 
Ifintedftt  London. 
1  minted  at  Berwick,  and  1  nno«rtftia 

Minted  at  London^  aeeoroe  eoiik 

RfOHAmn  II.,  ▲.!».  1377-^1999. 


Minted  at  Toik.    Theae  aeame  ooins  are,  ai  mnal,  badly  oUpped. 
HmniT  IV.  OR  V.,  a-d.  1399—1413. 

no  legend.  £(«.— 


Minted  at  York. 

Oonnterfeit  in  mixed  metsL    Ob.— Crowned  head ; 
Ckoai  with  peQet-roees  in  the  anglee ;  no  legend. 

HsKBT  Vni.,  A.D.  1509—1547. 
„  Hf.Qioat|  Minted  at  Canterbnry. 

Philip  ahd  Mart,  1554 — I55d. 


„  Oroat 


,,  Groat. 
,,  Hf.  Oroat 
„  Half 

Shilling. 
„  Qoarter 

Shilling. 
„  Two- 

Copper 
Farthing. 


Gold  Doable 
Crown 

8iL  ^xpenee 
Ck>p.  Bodle. 
,f    Half 
Farthing 


SIL  Shilling. 
Copper 
Farthing. 
Do. 


Copper  Half 
FarU&ing. 


Silver  Two- 
pence. 
Cop.  Penny 
orHlfoenny. 
Cop.  Penny. 

,.  Fartfalnflr 


Ob.^"  Philip  9t  Maria,  Bex  et  Beglna.**   Burt  of  Mary  alone,  tt  i 

coin;  one  of  them  In  fine  preservation. 
Ob.—*^PhUip  tt  Maria,  Bex  et  Beffina,"  with  heada  of  Philip  and  Maiy. 


Elizabbtb,  1558 — 1603. 


Date  illegible. 
„    WSS. 


1668,  1572,  1575,  15SL 
1573. 


Irith ;  dated  lOm,  a  toaircB  eoin.  Speclmfnff  of  ttie  ftrrt  copper  money 
current  in  the  realm  since  the  dissolntion  of  the  Heptarchy.  A.  very 
limited  number  of  these  farthings  appear  to  have  been  stmek  as  an 
experiment,  but  they  were  nnacooontably  received  i^  dMavaor  by 
the  Irish,  who  opprobiiously  termed  them  enmOcen, 

James  L,  Aa>.  1603—35. 

Ob.-— Bast  of  James  L  Rev.^**  HenrUme  Botaa  BegjM  JaOtme,*  an 
allasion  to  the  Union  of  the  Roses  bv  Henry  (VII.,)  and  of  ShgUdi  and 
Scottish  crowns  through  himself.    First  issued  in  IWi. 

The  Scotch  twopenny  piece. 

Irish. 

Charlks  L,  A.D.  1635««1649. 
Mint  mark,  an  ey. 

Scotch:  thistle  crowned. 

Irish:  David,  king  of  Israel  seatod  with  face  nptnraed,  and  playing 
upon  a  harp;  above,  a  crown.  Insoriptfon, '^  JI^mvoT Jtas."  Jt^v.— ^*  Qviat- 
eatPMfi."  8t.  Patrick  in  fuU  oanonteaii  (Mtliy  the  **  vnnnint'*  out  of 
Ireland;  behind,  a  cathedral 

English.    iZev.— The  royal  rose. 

Charles  IL,  a.d.  1660—35. 

A  **Maandy  "  piece  without  date. 

Token  (provincial),  illegible,  being  both  much  worn  and  eonroded. 
Do.         (da).       Ob.—**  Thomas KMghtr  a  roU of  tobaooo  in  the 
field.  Rev.—**  O/CamanMn,  1067 ;"  Id  in  the  field,  wtth  a  starto  the  left 
"Caro/iMaCorofo."   J2«xl— Britannia  seated. 
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Shilling. 
Do. 


Ouineft. 


Halfpennj. 
Farthing. 
Do. 


Halfpennj. 
Fvtblag. 


EUL  Penny. 


Denier. 


Btms 

OoABter. 

Cop.—? 

Do. 
Oop.  Jetton. 

Do, 


Jambs  II.,  a.d.  1685 — 9. 

«  Onn  monef .'^  dates,  Feb.  and  10*  (October)  ie89,  (Old  StyU.) 
FewUr,  with  phur  of  ora$$  in  centre.    06.— Head  ox  James  IL  in  yerj 

lowreliel    Rev. — ^FUtn;  a  $earce  piece. 
The  above  are  fair  examples  of  James's  Irish  mintages,  In  which  aU 

sorts  of  articles  In  copper,  brass,  Aa,  were  employed. 

William  IIL  and  Mabt,  a.d.  1689 — 94. 

These  pieoes  (lost  probablj  in  one  of  Williams's  vessels  wrecked  here) 
are  still  oceasionalljr  picked  np  on  the  old  '*  Mockbeggar "  bank,  and  apon 
HUbre  Island.  Several  are  preserved  at  Leasowe  Castle  in  a  box  formed 
from  the  black  oak  of  the  ancient  forest,  but  ther  are  usually  found  to 
be  much  worn,  and  soon  reach  the  melting  pot.    Estimated  number  ;— 

Much  worn. 

EngUsh;  date  1699. 

Irish;  date  16M. 

William  m.,  a.d.  1694—1702. 

Date^l0O7. 

„     1606, 1609, 1701 ;  Irish,  dAte  lUegible. 
Irish. 

MlSOBLLAlTBOUS* 

Of  Alex.  n.  king  of  SooUand,  a.ix  1214—40.  Ob.—"  Alexander  Rex.** 
Head  of  Alex.  IL,  with  sceptre  to  the  right.  Rev.— A.  voided  cross  ter- 
minating in  pellets,  with  a  six-pointed  star  in  each  angle,  within  a 
pearled  circle. 

An^o-Oallic(f)    Ob. — "Ditx angie;"  a  lion  rampant  upon  a 

spade  shield.  Rev.—**I  Dei  OraHa:'*  a  voided  cross  terminating  in 
pellets,  with  W.  A.  L.  T.  in  the  angles. 

Fabricated  at  yurembeig,  16  century,  various  types. 

Ob.—"JDei  G  ,  . ;"  an  eafi^ewith  expanded  wings.  Rev  —"  Rex  SieUie." 
Possibly  a  coin  of  John,  king  of  Sicily  and  Axragon,  who  reigned  1466-701 

Siglsmund  of  Poland. 

Ob.—**  Ferdinandus  Rex."  %  crowned  head.  Rev.—**  Equitae  Re  Ni;" 
probably  intended  for  Squiiaa  in  re;  a  horse  walking. 

Continental  Ob.— A  spade-shield  charged  with  three  Fleur-de-lyt, 
"  Ueewm  own  IVer."  Rev.— A  triple-barred  croas  within  a  quatrefoil, 
a  small  cross  in  centre,  and  T  in  each  angle.  . 


No. 
8 


Total  number  of  Goins  and  Tokens,  847 

Abstract — Clabbifioation. 

Soman  and  Greek  (CoL) , Coins    58 

Ancient  British  do.       9 

Saxon  and  Danish do.     IS 

EngUsb,  Sootch,  and  Irish  do.    251 

Miscellaneoua  Pieces 23 

Total  number 847 

Kon.^Dist  in  kad,  about  half  an  tech  square,  and  stamped  In  relief  with  a  eross  or 

r  trefoil  within  a  beadAd  square  border,  sometimes  occur.  They  may  possibly  date  from 
8th  to  the  18th  century,  and  being  alike  in  sixe,  and  of  uniform  types,  the  writer  con- 
ceives they  have  served  in  Hen  of  legal  coin  when  silver  was  scarce.  This  supposition 
appears  to  be  confirmed  by  the  occurrence  of  similar  objects  among  Styeae  of  Ethelrtd  of 

Northumbrian  near  Peverel  CasUe,  Derbjrshlre,  in  1814.— FWe  Bateman'e  j 

logue  </  Mi  valualbU  Mueewnf  p.  16Sl 


r  Dtecripiive  CcUa- 


yoTS.— About  the  rear  1248,  Henry  IH  issued  a  new  ootnase,  and  former  mintages 
halving  been  subieotea  to  a  vmt  general  dipping,  he  cansed  the  voided  ero$$  upon  the 
reverse,  which  had  previously  only  occuirfed  the  centre,  to  be  extended  to  the  outer  edge  of 
the  piece,  tbos  rendering  any  mutilation  apparent  So  general  had  the  cross  become  upon 
coins,  that  for  some  time  the  words  appear  to  have  been  synonymous,  as  illustrated  in  the 
foUowing  quolatlona— 

Tev^—**  For  my  part  I  had  rather  bear  with  you  than  bear  you,  yet  I  should  bear  no 
erosf  if  I  did  bear  you,  for  I  think  you  have  no  money  in  your  purse.— .Shafaveara  JL$  Y<m 
IAk$It,iLl. 

Th«y  may  bare  nhain«  to  Jet  to  np  and  down. 
When  th«7  be  dcbton  for  doublet,  boee,  and  gowae  x 
And  In  the  taveme  remayne  tber  last  lor  lao, 

mfu ^,^,  ig  In  ^1,^  courtly  --^^ 

Airvlay,  C^feavn  and  C 


"Tbej  were  so  pln'd 
Tbey  coold  not  find 
A  CTM  laft  In  tbalT  pWM.** 

OivteOaHend  ^.TO. 


See  also  notice,  p.  274,  under  the  head  "  Oypderes.' 


When  never  a  erout  is  in  their  courtly  ba^. ' 

H  mndVpL  Mltnn,  siL 
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XXXIL— MISCELLANEOUS    ARTICLES,  METAL. 

Plates  XXVIIL,  XXIX. 

1. — Objects  unolassed. — ^Plate  XXVIIL 

On  Plate  XXVIIL  a  number  of  articles  have  been  engraved 
which  require  to  be  noticed  separately,  as  they  do  not  admit 
of  grouping  imder  several  heads. 

(1.)  Fig.  1  represents  a  portion  of  a  leaden  brooch,  akin  to 
Plate  v.,  fig.  7.  It  is  of  coarse  rude  workmanship,  like  Plate 
VL,  fig.  8.  Fig.  2,  also  lead,  is  probably  a  portion  of  a 
pilgrim  sign*  on  which  the  features  of  Peter  and  Paul  were 
impressed  It  is  of  early  manufacture,! — (For  Pilgrim  Signs, 
see  Chap.  XXX) 

(2.)  Fig.  3  has  been  engraved  as  if  it  were  a  small  fermaU 
or  buckle-brooch,  the  dotted  line  representing  the  acus;  but 
it  may  have  been  an  ornamental  object  for  suspension,  like 
some  of  those  to  be  alluded  to.     It  is  brass. 

(3.)  The  uses  of  figs.  4,  5,  6,  which  are  all  of  brass,  are 
unknown ;  but  it  has  been  surmised  that  they  were  somehow 
connected  with  horse-harness,  as  pendants  of  an  ornamental 
kind  .  Fig.  6  is  like  a  swing  handle  of  a  coflfer  or  drawer ; 
and  fig.  5  is  said  to  be  of  the  fifteenth  century.J 

(4)  Fig.  7  is  of  lead  or  pewter,  the  triangular  portion  of 
which  originally  stood  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  of  the 
lower  portion.  The  latter  has  been  bent  up,  however,  so  as  to 
appear  along  with  the  former.  Fig.  8,  of  brass,  is  part  of  a 
swivel,  and  reminds  one  of  the  objects  described  under  the 
head  of  Hasps— p.  114.  See  Plate  X,  figs.  6,  7,  8,  9,  10, 11. 
Fig.  9  is  a  massive  human  head  of  brass,  with  projections  at 
the  sides,  and  something  like  embryo  horns.  Figs.  10  and  11 
appear  to  be  counters  of  lead.  They  are  evidently  stamped 
from  the  same  die. 

•  A.  W.  F.  It  A.  W.  F. 

t  C.  R.  S. 
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(5.)  Figs.  12  and  13  axe  of  iron,  in  some  respects  resembling 

the  fastenings  at  the  leaves  of  a  dining-table ;   but  the  two 

openings  are  both  on  fig.  12,  and  fig.  13  appears  to  have  been 

perfect  with  only  one.     One  can  conceive  numerous  purposes 

which  such  implements  would  serve ;   but  it  is  difficult  to 

offer  a  probable  conjecture  as  to  the  real  one. 

.   (6.)  Figs.  14  and  16  are  both  of  stamped  lead  or  pewter  ; 

and  it  has  been  conjectured  that  the  latter  was  part  of  a 

Pilgrim  Sign. 
(7.)  Fig.   15  is  of  brass,  and 

apparently  a  decoration  for  some 

wooden  object    The  two  ends  for 

insertion  have  been  turned  down 

or  clenched,  allowing  for  an  inter-  i 

vening  object  of  about  half  an 

inch  in  thickness.  Very  frequently 

the  thickness  of  wood  is  shown 

thus,  as  in  the  annexed   figure, 

which  appears  to  have  been  the 

ring  surroimding  a  wooden  tuba 

(8.)  Staples  of  iron,  none  of  which 
are  shown  on  the  plate,  are  found 
like  that  in  the  margin.  They  may 
be  ancient  or  modem ;  but  in  all 
^probability  they  are  not  old,  as  the 
corrosion  is  not  great 


Btim  Blng  and  NaUs. 


ZroaSU^ 


2.— Fire  Arms.— Plate  XXIX.,  Fig.  1. 

There  are  no  muskets  found  on  the  Cheshire  coast,  nor  any 
cannon ;  though  we  know  of  course  that  soldiers  who  em- 
ployed these  weapons  arrived  at  and  departed  fix)m  the 
neighbourhood  by  sea.  Even  the  list  of  departures,  given 
pp.  28 — 34,  though  meant  to  be  merely  suggestive,  includes 
musketeers  and  cannoniers  of  the  close  of   the  sixteenth 
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century,  and  of  the  whole  of  the  seventeentL  We  are  aware, 
too,  that  the  heavy  cannon  which  Duke  Schombeig  shipped 
at  Hoylake  in  1689,  was  that  which  permanently  injured  the 
Long  Bridge  of  Belfast,  then  new  and  unconsolidated.  But^ 
though  actual  cannon  and  muskets  have  not  been  found,  we 
have  satisfactory  indications  that  botii  existed. 

(1.)  Musket  IUst.—Th<d  object  exhibited  on  Plate  XXIX., 
fig,  1,  is  that  which  is  weU.  known  under  the  name  of  & 
"  musket-rest."  This  was  a  short  stick,  somewhat  similar  to 
that  which  supports  the  shaft  of  a  cart  in  modem  times, 
but  longer.  It  had  to  iron  socket  or  ferrule  which  partially 
fastened  it  in  the  groimd,  and  an  iron  fork  at  the  top, 
between  the  points  of  which  the  heavy  musket  was  laid 
during  the  process  of  firing.  It  may  be  remarked  that 
portable  fire-arms  or  hand-cannons  date  fix)m  about  1430 ; 
and  that  in  some  cases  they  were  so  cumbrous  that  the  gunner 
was  obliged  to  rest  his  gun,  and  level  it  on  his  own  shoulder, 
firing  of  course  without  aim.  The  matchlock  remained  in  use 
till  the  time  of  WUliam  III.,  and  a  *'  rest "  of  some  kind,  but 
not  a  formal  professional  one,  was  in  use  by  many  bo  late  as 
the  time  of  George  III.  That  the  object  was  in  use  in  this 
district  is  clear  from  evidence  of  various  kinds.  Among  this 
may  be  mentioned  that  on  the  window  of  the  Old  Hall  of 
Tranmere,  built  in  1614,  and  described  by  Mr.  Mayer  in  1851 ; 
one  figure  represents  a  musketeer,  performii^  the  c^eration  of 
blowing  in  Ins  pan,  while  the  **  rest "  is  attached  to  Ms  gim- 
stock,  and  by  means  of  a  hinge  lies  along  it,  projecting  at  the 
butt*  The  other  evidence  is,  that  in  1621  they  were  in  use 
in  Lancashire,  as  mentioned  in  the  ShvMleworth  Accounts  :t — 

To  John  Harmer,  armo'rer  for  fjve  muakettes  with  restes  and 
monldes,  (at  xiiij*  with  the  rest  and  mouldes,)  iip.  x*. 

On  one  of  the  roundeUs  or  firuit-trenchers  of  the  time  of 
James  I.,  the  soldier  is  represented  with  sword,  buff,  and 

*  TranMctiofis  Hist.  Soc.,IIT.,  109.  (     t  Shattleworth  Aec.,  849. 
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"bandoliers,  musket,  match,  and  rest  He  carries  the  rest  per- 
pendicolArly  in  his  left  hand,  and  the  musket  over  his 
shoulder.  Eound  the  rim  of  the  trencher  are  eight  lines  of 
Terse,  descriptive  of  the  soldier's  profession  and  chaiacter.* 

In  a  list  of  the  charges  made  by  the  armourers,  gun-makers, 
pike-makers,  and  bandolier-makers,  June,  1649|  there  is 
enumerated  the  following  :t — ► 

For  a  musket  rest^  x^< 

The  "English-Irish  soldier  *•  is  represented  in  an  old  ballad 
of  1642  as  carrying  plunder  of  various  kinds ;  he  has  nine 
bottles  slung  round  him  after  the  manner  of  the  bufif  and 
bandoliers ;  and  in  his  right  hand  he  carries  an  agricultural 
hay-fork  with  the  points  upwards.  To  these  there  is  the 
following  allusion ; — 

This  Forke  my  Reate  is ; 

and  my  Bandoliers 
Canary  Bottles^ 

that  can  quell  base  fears. 

(2.)  "  Smne's  Feather,"  or  "  Prorf."— It  will  be  observed  that 
our  illustration  exhibits  a  projecting  spike  between  the  forks 
of  the  musket-rest.  This  was  known  as  the  "  sweyn's  feyther," 
or  swine's  feather.  It  consisted  of  a  spike  or  "  prod,"  some- 
times of  such  length  as  to  lie  along  the  whole  length  of  the 
rest,  and  sometimes  short,  like  a  dagger.  In  the  latter  case  it 
was  inserted  in  the  hoUow  of  the  shaft,  coming  out  on  touching 
a  spring.  It  was  invented  in  the  seventeenth  century  to  protect 
the  musketeer  when  loading ;  and  may  be  regarded  as  the  pre- 
cursor of  the  modem  bayonet  This  latter  implement,  which 
takes  its  name  fro^  Bayonne  in  France,  was  originally  called  the 
"  swine's  feather  "  also,  and  resembled  it  in  so  far  that  it  was 
inserted  in  the  muzzle  of  the  musket.  It  was  thus  called  the 
jpZt^-bayonet,as  distinguishedfrom  the  socie^-bayonetof  ourown 
time.     In  the  great  fire  at  the  Tower  of  London  in  1841,  there 

♦  ArcluBologia,  XXXIV.,  225.         |     +  Meyrick. 
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were  2025  of  these  old  plug-bayonets  destroyei  It  is  related* 
that,  in  one  of  the  campaigns  of  WiUiam  III.  in  Flanders, 
three  French  regiments  were  furnished  with  the  socket- 
bayonet,  then  unknown  in  England.  CoL  Maxwdl,  who 
opposed  them  with  the  British  25th  foot,  thought  that  of 
course  they  meant  to  decide  the  contest  point  to  point,  but 
wis  astonished  on  a  nearer  approach,  when  the  French  pourei 
in  a  heavy  fire,  which  he  had  thought  an  impossibility.* 

(3.)  Ounstanes.^— Among  the  objects  discovered  is  also  a  stone 
cannon-ball,  about  three  inches  in  diameter ;  and,  as  the  use 
of  stone  bullets  was  abandoned  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, this  object  probably  belongs  to  the  15th  century,  or  the 
early  half  of  the  16tL 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1553-54,  the  following  record  oc- 
curs:— 

Towardes  night  ther  was  laden  x  or  xij  cartes  with  orde- 
nance,  as  biUes,  morice-pikes,  speres,  bowes,  arowes,  gon-stones, 
pouder,  shovelles,  mattokes,  spades,  baskets,  and  other  muny- 
tion,  and  ther  went  out  ij  culverings,  one  sacre,  iij  fiaucons  and 
a  fauconett.f 

The  xij  day  of  July  [1553],  by  nyght,  was  cared  to  the 
Towre  iij  carts  full  of  aU  maner  of  ordenans,  as  great  gune 
and  smaUe,  bowes,  bylls,  speres,  mores  pykes,  ames,  arowes, 
gunpowther,  and  wetelle,  monay,  tentes,  and  aU  maner  of  or- 
denans, gunstones  a  gret  nombur,  and  a  gret  nombur  of  men 
of  armeaj 

There  is  an  allusion  to  them  by  Sir  David  Lindsay,  in  his 
Complaint  of  John  the  Commaim  Weill. 

All  hir  grelt  cannonnis  echo  lat  crak  at  anis, 
Donn  Bchake  the  streamaria  from  the  top  castell  ;§ 
They  sparit  not  the  poulder  nor  the  itanis. 

In  1843,  about  thirty-two  specimens  of  stone  shot  were 
found  at  the  Tower  of  London,  during  the  process  of  levelling 

♦  Archeologia,  XXXVIII.  423.       I      §  This  was  part  of  a  ship  of  war, 
-   t  Queen  Jane  and  Qaeen  Mary —47.    which  is  represented  as  discharging 
X  Machjn's  Diary,  p.  36.  I  stones. 
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the  moat  for  sanitary  purposes.  They  varied  in  diameter  from 
ten  inches  to  four  and  a  half.  In  a  paper  descriptive  of  them, 
by  Eobert  Porret,  Esq.,  of  the  Tower,*  he  quotes  a  list  of  shot, 
given  in  1575,  from  which  it  appears  that  they  were  occasion- 
ally polished. 

Stone  sbotte  polished,  viz*  for  CAnon  pirrlers,  8. 
On  comparing  this  number  with  the  number  of  shot  in  all, 
it  appears  that  about  one-tenth  were  of  stone. 
3.— Axes.— Fig.  2. 
The  Assyrian  axes  shown  in  Layard's  Illustrations  appeeir 
to  be  of  solid  metal,  and  to  have  broad  edges  and  heads 
behind.   One  (Plate  IxxvL)  appears  to  be  a  double  axa  Among 
the  Komans,  including  those  who  inhabited  this  coimtry, 

the  bi-pennis  or 
double  axe  was 
in  use;  and  in 
the  Merovingian 
graves,  at  the  ce- 
metery of  Enver- 
meu,t  several 
double  axes  were 
found.   Each  was 

MeroyingUn  Donbk  Ax«,  Valtoy  of  the  Eaolna.  eight    aud    a  half 

inches  long,  and  of  iron ;  but,  like  an  agricultural  hoe,  had 
its  edges  at  right  angles  to  each  other.  In  an  Anglo- 
Norman  vocabulary  of  the  eleventh  century,  the  term 
bi-pennis  is  explained  by  "8tan-ex,"J  so  that  it  is  not  un- 
likely that  many  of  the  stone  axes  were  of  that  form,  which 
is  still  shown  in  some  of  the  specimens  that  remain. 

In  a  manuscript  of  the  Douce  collection  in  the  Bodleian 
Library,  is  a  picture  of  an  Irish  kerne  driving  off  cattle,  the 
iron  axe  which  he  holds  in  his  hand  being  nearly  an  equi- 
lateral triangla     In  Munster's  Cosmographia  Universalis,^  the 

♦  Archaol.,  XXX.,  323,  It  Mayer's  Yocabalaries,  p.  34. 

t  ArchfiBologia,  XXXV.,  229.  I      §  Page  28, 
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Germftn  miners  aie  represented  as  possessed  of  an  axe  which 

is  all  Uade  and  no  head,  like  the  one  figured  here,  (Plate 

XXIX.,  fig.  2.)    A  similar  one  is  shown  in  La  Narmandie 

Sauierrame*  but  it  is  curved  in  the  blade,  and  broader  at  the 

cutting  edge.     The  axe  held  in  the  hand 

of  Dermot  MacMurrough,  formerly  King 

of  Ldnster,  is  of  this  shape.    The  block 

is  one  of  those  kindly  lent  me  by  the  Eoyal 

Irish    Academy,    fix)m  their    Catalogue, 

(p.  310  ;)  and  the  original  is  found  in  an 

illuminated  copy  of  Giraldus,  in  the  pos- 

sessicm  of  Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  Bart    In 

the  Lady  Chapel  of  Winchester  Cathedral, 

three  schoolboys  are  represented  as  raising 

columns  by  a  windlass ;   and  an  axe  lies 

on  the  floOT  precisely  of  the  form  given  ^ 

heraf     In  this  example,  fig.  2,  the  flakes 

of  oak  wood  adhere  to  the  inner  side  of 

the  socket;  and,  when  found,  it  had  a 

dark  handle  about  eighteen  inches  long, 

which  crumbled  away. 

In  the  year  963,  it  was  enacted  that 
every  man  possessing  six  m^rks  must  ^lifiS^'SSHfeJ?^ 
provide  himself  vdth  a  shield  and  spear,  also  with  a  sword 
or  axe ;  and  John  de  Garlande  mentions  several  kinds  of  them 
by  which  the  beams  of  a  honse  are  shaped.  These  are  in 
EngUsh  the  "  hachet,  brode  axe>  twybyl,"4:  &a  One  is  shown 
in  the  Jawmalo/the  Archca>loffical  Association,  with  a  sort  of 
pickaxe  at  the  back.§ 

In  1502,  an  axe  cost  tenpence,  as  appears  by  the  privy 
purse  expenses  of  Elizabeth  of  York ;  and  the  SkuUleworth 
Accounts  show  us  that,  fix)m  1586  to  1620,  an  axe  usually 


*  Page  22. 

t  WinchesterVol.  of  Arch.  Assoc, 
PL  xir.,  div.  8. 


t  Mayer's  Vocab.,  137. 

§  Vol.  xn.,  PL  V. 
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cost  a  shilling  or  fifteen-pence.*  Not  only  axes,  bnt  other 
warlike  implements,  are  found  much  more  frequently  in 
Fi-ankifih  graves  than  in  those  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  ;  t  so  that 
in  ancient  as  in  modem  times,  our  Gallic  neighbours  would 
seem  to  have  preferred  the  sword  and  the  spear,  while  our  own 
ancestors  chose  the  ploughshare  and  pruning-hook.  The  axe 
figured  here  has  no  doubt  been  used  for  the  purposes  of 
peaceful  industry ;  and  it  is  interesting  to  find  it  in  close 
proximity  to  the  stumps  and  trunks  of  forest-treea 

In  1853,  a  paper  by  W.  M.  Wylie,  Esq.,  was  read  at 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  iq  which  he  mentions  J  some 
axes  found  near  Envenneu,  in  France,  as  possessing  the  form 
of  the  original  double  axa  In  the  full  length  of  its  two 
blades,  each  is  eight  and  a  half  inches.  It  is  shaped  like  an 
agricultural  hoe.  One  is  given  at  the  top  of  this  article,  and 
this  one  as  a  tail-pieca 


HeroTlngUn  Doable  Axe,ygll«y  of  tb»  Eanlne. 

4. — Swords  and  Daggeks. — ^Figs.  3,  6. 
The  sword  was  at  one  time  the  most  important  implement  of 
ofiFence  and  defence ;  but,  since  the  invention  of  gunpowder,  it 
has  gradually  declined  in  practical  impcwiajioe.  It  now,  in  a 
great  degree,  occupies  the  place  of  a  truncheon  of  office,  and 
afifords  a  subject  for  poetic  similitudes.  Swords  and  daggers 
are  here  taken  together,  because  in  many  cases  they  difiFer 
only  in  size,  and  when  the  dagger  was  double-edged,  like  a 
sword,  it  is  difficult  or  impossible  to  distinguish  them. 

•  Page  419.  |      t  ArchaBologia,  XXXV.,  229. 

t  Proceedings  S.  A.,  II.,  169. 
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An  ordinary  fonn  of  the  ancient  sword  may  be  given  here 
in  the  annexed  woodcut 


Ordinaiy  Sword. 

One  of  the  first  points  to  remark  is  the  rarity  of  swords. 
Among  thousands  of  objects  in  a  district  passed  over  by  tens 
of  thousands  of  soldiers,  not  one  has  been  found,  and  the  only 
relics  of  the  kind  which  we  can  produce,  are  two  pieces  of 
mounting  which  belonged  to  a  sword  and  dagger  respectively. 
This  and  other  facts  serve  to  show  us  that  they  belonged  to  a 
people  of  peaceful  occupations,  and  who  cultivated  the  arts  of 
life  more  than  the  practices  of  war.  It  is  said  that  swords  were 
restricted  to  the  rich  in  the  eariy  and  mediaeval  periods,*  and 
this  fact  would  also  serve  to  show  that  the  persons  who  owned 
the  majority  of  these  various  relics,  were  what  Gray  calls  "  the 
rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet.'*  Both  swords  and  daggers 
existed  among  the  ancient  Assyrians,  and  sometimes  they  were 
very  ornamental  The  oldest  examples,  both  here  and  in  other 
lands,  were  of  bronze ;  iron  is  comparatively  modem.  The 
Koman  sword  was  short  and  strong;  that  of  the  ancient 
Gauls  was  long  and  badly  tempered,  so  that  it  was  sometimes 
necessary  to  straighten  it  with  the  foot,  like  a  piece  of  hoop- 
iron.  Among  the  American  Indians,  the  sword  never  was 
common,  and  even  at  present,  with  all  their  instruction  by 

Europeans,  it  is  hardly 
known. 

On  Saxon  sword- 

\  hilts    pommels    were 

g  very    rare ;   but   they 

*  do  occur  occasionally. 

One  was  found  in  Kent 

in    1772,t    of    which 

.   -^v.w-..v«.     ,  ^^^  annexed  cut  is  a 

Sword-hilt  with  PommeL 

♦  ArchaBol.,  XXXVIII.,  91.  |      t  Inv.  Sep.,  132. 
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representation.  The  strig  or  part  grasped  by  the  hand  is  five 
inches  and  three  quarters  long,  the  breadth  of  the  shoulder 
next  the  blade  three  quarters  of  an  inch,  and  the  blade  itself 
only  thirteen  inches  and  a  quarter  long,  and  its  breadth  at 
the  handle  one  inch  and  three-eighths.  This  is  what  we 
would  call  a  large  knife ;  but  examples  of  this  kind  are 
common  in  modem  times  also.  In  the  Spirit  of  the  East, 
Mr.  Urquhart  informs  us  that  the  modem  Greek  divides  a 
lamb  at  table  with  his  dagger,  precisely  as  the  Homeric  heroes 
did  nearly  3000  years  ago.  Another  pommel,  of  silver,  is 
shown  here  from  Kingston  Down,  Kent. 
It  was  set  with  rectangular  pieces  of  a  cal- 
careous paste ;  it  is  given  of  the  full  size. 
In  another  instance,  a  pommel  of  iron  was 
discovered,  but,  though  of  such  mde  mate- 
rials, it  is  a  very  graceful  and  elegant  object, 
sum  FommeL        jhc  adjoining  cuts  represent  its  side  and  top. 


Iron  Pommel— 61d«  Tiew. 


Iron  Pommel— Soon  Yortioally. 


One  of  these  knife-like  or  dagger-like  swords,  eight  inches 
long,  is  here  represented,  and  it  was  only  a  type  of  a  very 
numerous  glass,  as  the  same  form  is  frequently  referred  to  by 
Faussett.* 


^3^^m^ 


EnifB-lIke  Sword— 6  Inehee  lonf. 

Another  of  the  same  kind,  but  wanting  the  knob  or  pommel 
at  the  end  of  the  strig,  was  ten  inches  long.  Its  figure  also 
is  subjoined — 

•  Inv.  Sep.,  pp.  7,  11,  29,  &c. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


306 


KDl}b.tIke  Sword— Snon. 

The  materials  of  which  the  sheaths  were  made  were  very 
vaiious;  in  the  first  instance  they  were  no  doubt  frequently 
of  wood,  like  the  knife-sheaths  alluded  to  p.  180.  In  some 
instances  these  were  covered  with  leather  or  skin,  and  after- 
waixls  leather  alone  was  employed.  In  not  a  few  instances 
we  know  that  even  cloth  was  used  for  scabbarda  At  both  top 
and  bottom  a  piece  of  metal  was  necessary — ^in  the  former  case 
to  give  firmness  to  the  opening  of  the  scabbard,  and  to 
maiutain  it  in  suitable  form;  in  the  latter  case  it  was  known 
as  the  "chape,"  and  served  in  a  great  degree  the  same 
puq)oses  as  the  tag  or  pendant  on  a  strap.  The  pendant 
prevented  the  strap  from  being  curled,  or  distorted,  or  worn 
awpy,  and  rendered  it  more  manageable  in  the  process  of 
buckling  and  unbuckling;  so  the  chape  prevented  the  leather 
from  being  worn  or  pierced  through.  In  almost  any  pictorial 
representation  of  sword  and  scabbard,  the  chape  may  be  seen. 
Sometimes,  however,  it  is  unusually  obvious,  as  in  the  four 
paintings  on  the  windows  of  Tewkesbury  Abbey,*  and  occa- 
sionally it  is  of  a  peculiar  shape,  as  on  the  brass  of  Norwich 
of  !feampton.t  An  interesting  example  is  shown  from  the 
Fairford  graves ;  and,  in  the  Archceologia.X  the  chape  of  an 
Anglo-Saxon  sword  from  Brighthampton,  Oxford,  is  engraved. 
There  are  yellow  ornaments  like  dogs  looking  backward,  with 
cross  lines  at  intervals  near  the  top,  like  musical  bars ;  and  a  - 
triangle  at  bottom,  like  the  heraldic  pile.  Worsase  figures 
some  of  a  peculiar  shapa  The  leather  scabbard  of  a  bron;» 
sword  has  its  chape  like  a  button,  with  spiral  coils  of  wire  for 
a  few  inches  round  the  point  of  the  scabbard.  §    In  another 

•  Carter,  yol.  ii.  i      J  Vol.  XXXVIIL,  p.  96. 

t  HadBoa*8  Monnmental  Brasses  of       §  Af  bildaiDger,  p.  26. 
Northamptonshire.  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MISCELLANEOUS   ABTICLEa 


307 


example,  part  of  a  very  ornamental  scabbard  remains  attached 
to  an  iron  sword,  M;lie  chape  of  which  is  like  a  Jew's  harp 
inverted,  the  sword  dropping  between  the  forked  bars.  Chau- 
cer alludes  to  the  chapes  in  his  introduction  to  the  Canterbury 

Tales— 

Hir  kuives  were  ychaped  not  with  bras^ 
But  nil  with  silver,  wrought  ful  clene  aud  wel, 
Hir  girdelea  and  hir  pouches  everydel. 
The  ordinaiy  form  of  an  English  sword-chape  may  be  seen 

in  the  three  specimens  which  follow.    In  the  first,  the  point 


Sir  JobnCurson, 
KedlcsUm  Cliur^ 


Riobard  Knirelon, 
Uagglnston  CUurr*», 


IB  angular,  and  the  form  plain.  In  the  second  it  is  round, 
and  the  whole  is  decorated  with  pierced  work,  and  shows 
an  ornamental  floreated  top.  In  the  thii-d,  there  is  an  orna- 
mental knob  at  the  extremity,  and  the  sacred  monogram 
I  H  C  engraved  on  the  chape.  These  are  all  from  churches 
in  Derbyshire.  They  present  us  with  uniformity  amid  variety, 
such  as  we  should  suppose  one  locality  likely  to  furnish. 

In  the  Itoyal  Irish  Academy  there  are  several  of  these  chapes, 
or  ferrules,  belonging  to  the  bronze  leaf- shaped  swords.  One  is 
a  small  hollow  capsule,  almost  of  the  shape  of  the  Roman 

bronze  purse  in  the  Shrewsbury 
Museum.  In  the  example  shewn 
here,  the  points  expand  into  a 
boat-like  form ;  while  in  all  of 
them  the  rivet  holes  are  shewn  by 
which  it  was  attached  to  the  wooden  sheath.  In  a  third  example, 
about  half  an  inch  deep,  the  narrow  points  stand  out  more 


Sword  Chape,  from  Ireland. 
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than  an  inch  at  each  side ;  and  in  the  Assyrian  swords,  shown 
in  Layard's  Illustrations,  the  lions'  heads  on  the  chape  project 
from  the  scabbard  as  far  as  the  lions'  heads  which  form  the 
cross  at  the  Iiilt. 

5. — COLLABS. — ^FlG.  7. 

The  collar  was,  no  doubt,  in  use  among  the  Celtic  Britons, 
and  it  was  extensively  used  by  the  people,  especially  of 
Ireland.  Large  numbers  of  collars,  not  only  of  bronze  but 
of  silver  and  gold,  have  also  been  found  in  various  parts  of 
England  and  Scotland.  Sometimes  they  were  open  at  the  ends, 
but  a  little  expanded,  like  an  African  wrist  bangle ;  and,  again, 
they  were  grooved,  wreathed,  twisted,  and  ornamented  in 
various  ways.  The  object  which  is  represented  by  fig.  7  may 
have  been  pai-t  of  such  a  collar  as  has  been  suggested  ;*  but, 
not  unlikely,  it  is  a  fragment  of  a  much  more  modem  imple- 
ment 

6. — Mending. — Fig.  10. 

It  is  evident  that  the  more  rare  and  valuable  articles  are, 
the  more  anxious  will  their  owners  be  to  preserve  them  per- 
fect, or  to  restore  them ;    so  that  it  is  not  surprising  that 

mendedarticles  should  be  found 
occasionally,  orevenfrequently, 
among  the  objects  of  archaeo- 
logical examination.  At  Uri- 
conium  are  specimens  of  Ro- 
man pottery  which  have  been 
repaired,and  patchingof  bronze 
vessels  is notunfrequent  One  is 
engraved  in  the  Archaeologia.  f 
There  was  also  a  mended  pail 
Wooden  Drinkmg-ciip.  with  brM.  Up.        fo^^j  ^^  Cuddesdou,  iu  Oxford- 

shire;J  and  a  smaller  bronze  dish  found  at  Long  Wittenham, 
Berks,  §  of  date  probably  anterior  to  the  Saxon  arrival,  was 

*  A.  W.  F.  \      X  Akennan's  Pagan  Saxondom. 

t  Vol.  XXX.,  p.  132.  I      S  Arch.,  XXXVIU.,  833. 
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rudely  mended    At  Harnham  Hill,  near  Salisbury,  an  Anglo- 
Saxon  wooden  dish,  covered  with  bronze,  was  found  mended  ; 
and  at  Sibertswold  Down,  in  1772,  was  discovered  a  curiously 
mended  vessel     It  was  a  small  wooden  bowl  or  drinking-cup, 
of  about  two  inches  and  a  half  diameter  at  the  rim  or  lip. 
It  had  not  only  a  brass  edging  round  the  mouth,  but  had 
several  little  narrow  bands  of  brass,  which  held  this  edging 
in  its  place,  and  reached  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter  down 
the  sides  outside  and  in.  Each 
had  three  small  rivets  passing 
through  the  sides  of  the  vesseL 
There  were  also  upwards  of 
twenty  other  little  pieces  of 
brass,  each  about  five-eighths 
of  an  inch  long,  riveted  into 
the  sides.     As  these  lay  in 
almost    every   position    and 
direction,  it  is  reasonable  to 

infer  that    their    purpose    was  wooden DrinkingCnp, repaired. 

to  mend  certain  cracks  or  deficiencies  in  the  vesseL  It  is 
shown  in  the  margin,  and  the  figure  at  the  head  of  the  article 
will  serve  to  give  an  idea  of  the  original.  John  de  Garlande 
tells  us  that  the  menders  of  cups  call  out  that  they  can 
repair  them  with  a  brazen  and  silver  thread.  Such  cups  were 
made  of  maple,  plane-tree,  box,  asp,  &c.*  In  the  Shuttleworth 
Accowftts  we  read,  under  date  December,  1583, — 

Najles  and  lether  for  ameudinge  of  the  armore,  v<i. 
In  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy  there  is  a  large  circular  brass 
vessel,  hammered  out  of  a  single  piece,  which  has  been  rudely 
patched  on  one  sidcf    In  the  grave  of  a  man  at  Kingston 
Down  were  found  six  little  brass  clasps,  with  wood  adhering 


*  Reparatores  ciphorum  exclamant 
ciphos  reparandos  cam  file  ereo  et 
argenteo.  Ciphos  autem  reparant,  de 
muriDis  (<<  ina8erB")>et  planis,ethraci8 


("  warrys"  or  hox),de  acere  (**mapyr*) 
et  tremulo  (**  haspe.") — Mayer's  Vo- 
cabulary, 126. 
t  Wilde's  Catalogue,  641. 
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to  their  points.  One  of  them  is  shown  here,  and  its  form  is  so 
like  that  of  the  clasps  which  a  travelling  tinker  employs  to 
mend  the  wooden  bowl  of  a  farmer  or  cottager,  that  we 
may  leasonably  suppose  it  to  be  an  object  for 

the  same  purpose.     In  i:  ^  a  woman's  grave  in 

Kent  was  found  a  small   ^  ^  piece    of    an    ivory 

comb,  that  had  been  ciMpte  wooden  v«.eL  mended  with  a  sKp 
of  brass.*  Fig.  10,  Plate  XXIX.,  is  obviously  a  thin  copper 
patch  which  had  been  applied  to  some  large  vessel. 

7. — Chatellaines. — ^Figs.  11, 12, 13, 14. 

In  the  ancient  graves  of  France,  Germany,  and  England,  it 
has  often  happened  that  small  objects,  in  imitation  of  useful 
ones,  are  found — analogous  to  the  "  baby  celts  "  of  Ireland, 
llie  doll-like  scissors  of  Germany,  and  others  equally  minute. 
Along  with  these  are 
found  objects  natu- 
rally small,  like  pins, 
needles,  ear-picks, 
&c. ;  and,  from  having 
lain  long  in  the  earth, 
they  arc  usually 
found  rusted  and 
fused  into  one  in- 
separable mass.  Dr. 
Mortimer  found  seve- 
ral of  these  at  Char- 
tham  Down, in  Kent; 
and  the  representa- 
tions of  two  of  his 
bunches  are  given 
here.  He  says, "There 
is  one  piece  exactly 

like  the  others,  except  CbstoUalnM,  or  Pendants. 

•  Invent.  Sep.,  p. 62. 
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that,  instead  of  ending  in  a  point,  it  ends  in  a  cross ;  and  such 
another  was  found  in  a  lump  of  several  of  them,  cemented  to- 
gether by  the  rust  of  some  adjacent  iron." 

To  this  the  Eev.  Bryan  Faussett  appends  the  remark, "  I  have 
found  many  such ;  and,  from  frequent  and  careful  observation, 
I  have,  long  since,  plainly  discovered  that  they  used  to  be  hung 
in  cluster,  as  it  were,  to  the  ends  of  small  iron  chains,  whicli 
were  fixed  to  the  women's  waists,  prettj'  much  in  the  same 
manner  as  scissors,  &c.,  are  now-a-days  woiil  They  seem  to 
have  served  for  many  different  uses,  such  as  ear-pickers,  tooth- 
pickers,  bodkins,  nail-parers,  &c.  These  are  never  found  in 
men's  graves." 

Objects  of  this  kind  are  found  only  in  the  graves  of  women ; 
and  tiiese  remains  occur  usually  about  the  knees,  with  traces  of 
corroded  chain  from  the  waist  to  that  point  It  is  clear 
therefore,  that  they  depended  like  the  chateUaines  of  our  own 
days,  or  like  bunches  of  small  keys.  They  are  described  in 
the  Collectanea  Antiqua,  VoL  11. ;  they  are  frequently  alluded 
to  in  the  InverUorium  SejmlchraU;  and,  on  Plate  X.  in  that 
volume,  a  very  beautiful  one  is  figured  complete,  and  fragments 
of  six  or  seven  others.  An  object  used  for  a  similar  purpose, 
but  veiy  different  in  shape  from  the  English  forms,  is  figured 
by  the  Abb^  Cochet.*  Several  of  the  small  objects,  too, 
engraved  by  M.  Troyon,  have  evidently  been  pendants  of  an 
ornamental  character  from  the  girdlci* 

It  is  believed  that  all  the  four  objects,  figs.  11, 12, 13,  and 

14,  have  been  connected  with  chaiellainea.    The  forms  of 

chain  were  very  different,  just  as  in  our  own  day ;  and  in 

some  instances,  no  doubt,  mere  cords  were  employed.  Annexed 

is  a  link  of  a  chain  from  a  Saxon  grave. 

©'■  '^  Fig.  12,  like  the  beam  belonging  to  a 

unkofachBio.  Small  pair  of  scales,  is  precisely  the  sort 

of  object  at  which  such  things  were  suspended,  a  group  at 

*  La  Normandie  Soaterraine,  PL  I     f  Habitationes  Lacnstres,  PL  zi., 
ZTli.,  p.  417.  I  figs.  14,  15, 16. 
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either  end  An  object  like  fig.  13  was  at  first  supposed  to  bo 
the  tongue  of  a  small  bell,  and  is  alluded  to  in  p.  264 ;  but, 
from  its  exact  resemblance  to  small  hammers  found  by 
Faussett,  it  was  much  more  probably  pendent  from  the  girdle. 
Fig.  14  is  evidently  an  ornamental  tassel  of  metal  of  some 
kind,  and  it  probably  served  this  purpose.  I  have  seen  some 
pretty  imitations  of  these  in  iron-work  of  our  own  day. 

(9.)  Plate  XXIX.,  fig.  4,  has  been  alluded  to  in  p.  169; 
under  the  head  of  Spurs. 

(10.)  Fig.  6  has  been  alluded  to  in  p.  151 ;  under  the  head 
of  Bosses  and  Studs. 

(11.)  Fig.  8  has  been  a  large  ring,  flat  on  the  under  side, 
and  bevelled  on  the  upper;  the  bevel,  or  chamfer,  sloping 
more  gradually  to  the  outer  circumference  than  to  the  inner. 

(12.)  The  object  of  fig.  9  is  imknown.  It  is  not  unlike  the 
bottom  of  the  iron  frame  in  which  a  tall  bottle  of  Eau  de 
Cologne  is  placed. 

(13.)  Fig.  15  probably  represents  a  portion  of  horse  fumi- 
tui-e  *  in  which  there  has  been  great  display. 


XXXin.— STONE  IMPLEMENTS.— Plate  XXX. 

1. — Small  Stone  Objects. 
Among  the  stone  objects  found  on  the  seashore  was  one, 
fig.  1,  slightly  orange-shaped,  or  an  oblate  spheroid.    A  hole 
penetrated  through  it  in  the  line  of  its 
axis ;  but  the  two  outer  sides  of  the  hole 
were  very  much  funnel-shaped.    Stones 
of  this  kind  are  frequently  found  in  Ire- 
land, but  of   a  hard  material,  whereas 
this  appeared  to  be  only  of  sandstone  In 
some,  the  actual  hole  in  the  middle  is  not 
half  the  width  of  it  at  the  outer  sides,  so  that  it  appears  to 
have  been  pierced  by  a  conical  boring  instrument     Several 

♦  A.  W.  F. 
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examples  of  stones  of  this  kind  are  given  in  Wilde's 
Catalogue  of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy,  pages  94  and  95.  In 
some  instances  the  hole  did  not  pass  quite  through  ;  and  it 
has  been  suggested,  with  a  deal  of  probability,  that  such  stones 
formed  the  pivot  to  the  two  axes  between  the  upper  and  lower 
quern  stones.  What  gives  plausibility  to  the  idea  is,  that 
frequently  the  two  holes  on  opposite  sides  of  one  «f  these 
stones  are  eccentric  to  each  other,  or  not  in  the  same  direct 
line. 

Perforated  stones  were  used  for   other  purposes.      They 
served  for  suspension  about  the  person,  like  the  lucky-stone 
of  a  modem  Lancashire  farmer ;   and  sometimes  they  were 
used  as  plummets  or  weights,  as  they  still 
are  at  the  loom  of  a  rustic  weaver.    Figs,  2, 
3,  and  5,  may  have  been  of  this  kind.    The 
American  Indians  use  them  for  net-sinkers, 
knife-handles,  whet-stones,  &c.*    The  Eev. 
Cotton  Mather  says  that  the  Indians,  in 
the  time  of  the  early  settlers,  employed  N«t  sinker 

them  for  tools.t  They  also  served  the  purpose  of  sling  stones, 
or  stones  for  projection  by  some  other  means.  In  Worsaae's 
Afbildninger,  page  9,  two  of  these  stones  are  engraved ;  and 
on  page  10  there  are  three  celts  or  chisels  of  stone,  each  with 
a  perforation  at  top.  In  Layard's  Illustrations  of  Nineveh, 
parties  in  a  besieged  castle  are  represented  as  hurling  stones 
by  the  hand.  These  are  egg-shaped  rather  than  globular; 
but  the  stones  which  are  pictured  as  projected  from  English 
staff  slings  and  cord  slings  are  globular.  Eobert  of  Glou- 
cester, writing  of  the  period  of  William  Eufus,  J  says : — 

Hyt  thoghte  that  al  the  eyr  above  vol  was  of  cry  anon, 
And  that  we  ne  mjghte  noght  yse  bote  harewen  and  flone, 
And  stones  out  of  latheren,§  and  of  magnales  al  so. 

There  is  a  Greek  sling  stone  or  bullet  figured  in  the  ArcTtwo^ 

•  Schoolcraft  IV.,  175,  490.  I      t  Hearne  II.,  p.  394. 

t  Ibid.,  I.,  284.  I     §  Slings  of  leather. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314 


nST  a. — SBE  OBJECTS. 


I 


Doniinei-sUme. 


%?>>.*    It  is  egg-shaped,  with  the  smaller  end  coming  io  a 

pointy  and  letters  stand  out  upon  it  in  i-elieT. 

It  is  difficult  to  easign  uses  to  the  three  which 
are  here  reprci^ented  in  woodcuts ;  but  if  the 
first  were  not  a  fla?l-&tone,t  iiscd  in  Irish  wai  - 
fare,  they  were  probably  all  plummets  or 
sinkers.  The  originals  are  in  the  Eoyal 
Irish  Academy's  collection.  Fig.  4  is  a  small 
peak  of  jet ;  and  fig.  6  is  sU)ne,  but  its  object 
is  unknown. 

In  Mr.  Ainslie's  collection  is  an  implement  of  hard  grey 
slone,  about  three  inches 
long,  which  he  called  a 
"  celt,"  but  which  is  very 
uidike  the  ordinary  im- 
plements called  by  that  smoootngston.. 
name.  A  similar  implement  is  engraved  by  Schooh*raft  (TL, 
PL  1.)  of  which  he  says,  "  we  may  conjecture  that  its  use  was 
sempsti'esscal,  and  that  it  was  designed  for  smoothing  dawn 
seams  of  buckakiu."  J 

The  object,  Plate  XXX., fig.  3,  bears  consideiuble  lesemblanca 
to  a  i^rfomted  celt  in  the  collection  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy ;  §  but  both  ai*e  diffei'ent  from  the  almond-shaped 
implements  which  are  caUed  by  that  name,  and  are  well 
known.  There  were  various  modes  of  mounting  these  for 
actual  use,  and  two  examples  of  the  modes  of  fixing  the  com* 
mon  stone  celt  in  its  handle  have  come  to  light  One  was 
discovered  near  Cookstown,  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  Ireland ;  || 
and  the  other  in  the  Solway  Moss,  in  the  south-west  of 
Scotland.  **    The  latter  is  shown  here. 


•  XXXn.,  p.  96. 

t  There  is  one  presenred  in  the 
State  coUection  at  Albany,  New  York, 
and  called  a  ''war  clnb.**  This  is 
supposed  to  be  correct. 

t  Schoolcraft,- IL,  90^ 


§  Wilde's  Catalogae,  p.  44. 

II  Anthaeological  Joomal,  IV.,  3; 
WoTsaa's  Piimer.  Antiq.,  p.  12. 

**  Proceedings  of  the  Soc.  Aotiq., 
IV.,  112. 
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Celt,  wltli  handle,  firoxn  Solway  If  osa. 

No  handle,  or  wooden  mounting  of  any  celt,  has  heen  found 
in  Denmark. 

2. — Querns. 

Among  the  miscellaneou.s  object!  discovered  near  the  site 
of  ancient  Meols  is  a  circular  stone,  with  a  pei  fomtion  at  the 
top;  supposed  to  have  formed  part  of  an  ancient  quern. 
The  upper  and  lower  stones  were  known  to  the  ancients 
respectively  as  the  rider  and  ass;  and  this  is  part  of  the 
upper  one,  or  rider ;  that  is  to  say,  the  one  which  was  made  to 
revolve. 

In  these  days,  when  steam  has  almost  superaeded  the 
ancient  picliiresque  wind-mills  and  water-mills,  we  find  some 
difiScultyin  looking  back  to  a  period  anterior  to  either  of 
these  latter,  when  grain  was  made  into  meal  and  flour  by  the 
hand,  and  the  whole  mill  apparatus  could  be  lifted  and  placed 
on  a  table.  Hand-mills  of  this  kind  have  been  used  at  various 
times  from  east  to  west  of  the  whole  old  continent ;  and  they 
are  still  in  use  in  the  eastern  countries,  afifording  a  permanent 
illustrntion  of  numerous  scriptuial  and  classic  allusions.  In 
the  mountainous  districts  of  Wales,  Ireland,  and  Scotland, 
they  may  yet  be  seen  occasionally  in  use,  though  in  general 
a  perfect  quern  is  rare.  Only  one  stone  commonly  exists,  the 
other  having  been  broken  by  the  influence  of  the  modem 
miller,  in  order  literally  "  to  draw  grist  to  his  mill."  The 
township  of  Quemmore,  near  Lancaster,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  so  named  from  the  manufacture  of  querns,  or  hand-mill 
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stones,  at  its  quarries ;  and  there  were  no  doubt  others  at 
many  parts  of  our  north-western  district.  A  large  and  beauti- 
ful Saxon  quern  was  uncovered  at  Pimbo  Lane,  near  Wigan, 
in  the  construction  of  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway; 
and  others,  British,  Roman,  and  mediaeval,  are  not  imcommon. 
In  the  Roman  villa  at  Walesby,  near  Market  Rasen,  several 
portions  of  quern  stones  were  discovered,  the  general  character 
of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  cut.    These  are, 

no  doubt,  of  much  the 

same  kind  as  those  which 

P  were  turned  by  the  maid- 

^ servants  of   ancient 

Egypt,*  or  by  Samson 

Ban«nQu«n..toaa.,Wia..by.  ^hcU    a    CaptivC    of    the 

Philistines."}-  In  the  larger  querns,  as  in  the  mill  stones  of 
modem  times,  a  piece  of  iron  is  inserted  with  claws  at  the 
extremities,  and  a  square  hole  for  the  axis  in  the  centre.  This 
is  called  the  mill-rind,  from  which  the  cross  moline  is 
derived,  constituting  the  canting  arms  of  Molyneux.  Some- 
times a  wooden  lid  or  cover  was  attached  to  the  upper  stone, 
and,  by  means  of  projecting  bars,  a  greater  leverage  was  obtained 
in  turning  either  by  cords  or  otherwise.    There  is  one  of  these 


mill-timbers  in  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  a  representation  of 
which  is  given  here. 

Simple  as  the  quern  is»  it  is  a  great  advancement  upon  the 


*  Exodus  xi.  5.  From  the  first- 
born of  Pharaoh  that  sitteth  npon  his 
throne,  eyen  unto  the  first-bom  of 
the  maid-senrant  that  b  behind  the 
mill. 

t  Judges  xvi.    21.      Samson  did 


grind  in  his  prison-house. 

In  the  Monkes   Tale^  this  is  e: 
pressed  bj  Chaucer  as  follows — 

WbercM  they  mad«  him  at  the  fmerm  grind, 
O  i  nobil  Sunpion,  stroafest  of  tn^nirfwit- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


STONE  IMPLEMENTS.  317 

processes  in  use  in  savage  lands.  Thus  the  native  of  the 
interior  of  Australia  pounds  the  nardoo  seeds  between  two 
stones,  and  the  Digger  Indians  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  as  well 
as  others  of  a  low  grade  in  the  region  of  California,  procure 
a  specimen  of  vegetable  food  in  nearly  the  same  way.  With 
great  toil  and  patience  they  gather  the  grass-seeds  in  their 
neighbourhood,  and  then  pound  them  between  two  stones. 
The  natives  of  New  Mexico  use  the  triturating  stone  or  grain 
rubber,  which  is  also  known  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  It 
was  in  use  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  at  an  early  period,  and  no 
doubt  in  England  also.     One  in  my  own  possession,  like  that 

shown  on  the  annexed 

cut,  is  somewhat  hollow 

I  in  the  centre,  and  of  a 

very  rough  grit.     The 

grain  was  rubbed  upon 

Tritui.tin«  stones  '  it  by  a  rouudish  stouc, 

somewhat  after  the  manner  of  a  painter  grinding  his  paints. 

The  specimen  shown  in  the  woodcut  has  a  hole  in  the  side,  to 

permit  the  egress  of  the  meal ;  but  this  must  be  regarded  as  a 

marked  advance  upon  the  ordinary  triturating  stone.     In  a 

paper  which  I  read  in  1848,*  numerous  quotations  were  given 

from  our  old  English  literature,  in  which  the  quern  is  alluded 

to  by  name ;  but  it  may  be  suflBcient  here  to  give  WiclifiF's 

version  of  a  well-known  passage  of  scripture  : — 

Tweine  wymmen  schulen  ben  gryndynge  in  o  qaeme,  oon  schal  be 
taken  and  the  tother  lefte.t 

Mr.  Beamont  remarks,  in  connexion  with  the  Domesday 
Survey  for  Lancashire  and  Cheshire : — 

"  The  miller,  before  quoms  were  obsolete,  represented  one  step  in  the 
progress  of  society.  Only  one  miller  is  mentioned  in  this  district, 
though  there  were  already  several  mills,  and  the  number  was  increasing.** 


*    Transactionfl    of    the    Historic  |      f  Matt.  viii.  32. 
Society  of  Lane,  and  Chesh.,  I.  33. 
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XXXIY.— COMBS— Plate  XXX. 
1.  Iniroduolion, — Among  the  earliest  combs  with  which 
we  we  acquainted  are  those  of  Egypt;  and  those  of  Boman 
manufacture,  which  are  discovered  fix)m  time  to  time  in  this 
country.  Two  bone  ones  wei-e  found  at  Uriconium,  and,  from 
the  size  of  the  teeth,  it  would  appear 
that  they  were  employed  in  a  manner 
similar  to  our  own.  One  of  them  is  highly 
ornamented ;  end  the  slip  of  bone  in  which 
the  teeth  are  cut,  appears  to  be  inserted 
between  two  others,  which  form  the  back, 
and  give  it  strength.  A  Greek  triangular 
comb,  carved  in  bone,  was  found  at  Pom- 
peii; and  a  Eoman  comb,  found  near 
Coblentz,  has  Venus  and  the  graces  caiTed 
on  opposite  sides.*  Other  ancient  combs 
are  occasionally  found  in  baiTOWs,  British 
and  Saxon.  Some  are  of  a  single  piece, 
the  teeth  being  on  both  sides.  Occasion- 
ally they  are  on  one  side  only;  a  thick 
and  strong  material  being  fastened  on  with 
rivets,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the 
back.  One  of  bone,  6J  inches  long,  of 
[|  somewhat  unusual  form,  was  found  in  the 
'  Thames,  near  Runnymede.f  It  is  shown 
here. 

2.  Us€^. — ^As  none  of  these  wei-e  suited 
for  wealing  in  the  hair,  their  obvious  pur- 
Bone  comb,  ;«>m  the  rha^ics.  pQCQ  ^ag  to  trim  and  dress  it;  and  as  in 

women  "  the  hair  was  given  for  a  covering,"  the  comb  was  par- 
tivjidarly  useful  It  would  appear  that  in  the  days  of  our 
ancestors,  maidens  wore  the  hair  long,  while  matrons  had  it 
tucked  up.    Thus,  in  the  old  ballad  of  Fair  Annie — 

♦  Proceedings  S.  A.,  IlL,  54.         |      f  Ibid ,  IV.,  188. 
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She  Las  to  her  coffer  gane, 

IVen  out  her  silver  kame ; 
And  she  has  kamed  down  her  yellow  hair, 
As  she  a  maid  had  been. 
The  rule,  though  genei'al,  was  not  without  exceptions;  for 
DuabiiT  says  in  his  poem,  "  Tlie  twa  MarlU  Wenien  and  tlie 

W'idor— 

Kemmit  was  thair  cleir  hair,  and  corionslie  sched 
Attonr  thair  schoolderis  down. 
We  may  also  see  from  Chaucer  that  the  use  of  the  comb  was 
not  coadnsd  to  women,  and  the  same  facts  are  noticed  in  other 
portions  of  our  literature — 

He  waketh  all  the  night  and  all  the  day, 

He  kembeth  his  lockes  brode,  and  made  him  gay. 

MUleru  Tale. 
She  kissed  his  cheek,  she  kaimed  his  hair, 

As  oft  she  had  done  before,  O  ; 
She  beltit  him  with  his  noble  brand, 
And  he's  awa*  to  Yarrow. 

0,  £.f  DoxoU  Dens  d*  Yarrow, 
Yxom  numerous  allusions,  it  is  clear  that  the  comb  was  an 
important  inintrument  ;*  and  it  would  appear  that  gentlemen 
u^ed  it  even  in  public,  to  dress  their  lai'ge  flowing  wigs.f 
In  the  Special  Exhibition  of  Works  of  Art  at  South  Ken- 
sington, there  was  a  coarse  Tuikish  comb  XLsed  for  regulating 
the  beard ;  and  no  doubt  a  similar  instrument  will  soon  be 
required  among  ourselves.  The  practice  of  retaining  the  liair 
in  ix%  place  by  means  of  combs,  appears  to  have  been  in  iL^e 
among  the  ladies  of  Scotland  in  the  close  of  the  thirteenth 
century ;  for  it  is  mentioned  in  the  old  ballad  of  Sir  PcUAck 
Sjpe'tis,  which  refers  to  that  period — 

And  lang,  lang  may  the  maidens  sit, 
WV  their  gowd  kames  in  their  hair, 
A'  waiting  for  their  ain  dear  loves, 
For  ihem  they'll  see  nae  mair. 


*  See  qnotalioDs  horn  the  old  plajs,  i     t  Fairholfs  Costume,  583. 
Lmgua  andTAe  F<mrPF., pp.  81, 231.  |     . 
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Probably  these  were  small  combs,  if  they  were,  as  the  poet 
describes,  actually  of  gold  One  may  contrast  with  this  a 
local  fashion  of  the  present  aga  About  thirty  years  ago, 
combs  were  worn  at  Buenos  Ayres  three  feet  wide ;  not  only 
covering  the  whole  back  of  the  head,  but  forming  a  large 
semicircle  with  wings.  They  were  jocularly  known  as  "chair- 
back  "  combs ;  and,  though  made  only  of  tortoise-shell  pieced, 
frequently  cost  £20.  At  length  government  interfered,  and 
their  use  was  discontinued. 

There  is  a  very  curious  object  in  my  own  possession.  A  slip 
of  tortoise-shell,  about  two  inches  long,  and  half  an  inch  broad, 
is  bent  forward  at  its  two  extremities.  To  the  one  a  pin  is  at- 
tached by  a  metal  hinge,  and  at  the  other  is  an  arrangement  for 
fastening  the  point  of  the  pin ;  so  that  the  object  is  a  perfect 
fibula.  But  the  curious  fact  is,  that  the  pin  is  also  of  tortoise- 
shell,  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  and  that  its 
inner  side  is  pectinated,  forming  a  delicate  little  comb.  It 
was  used  about  1780  to  retain  the  curls  of  ladies  in  their 
places ;  it  was  more  useful  than  curl-papers,  and  less  unseemly. 
Curry-combs  and  mane-combs  were  in  use  for  horses  at 
various  dates.  From  the  Shuttleworih  Accounts  we  leam  their 
value  in  1616  : — 

A  single  currye  combe     -    -    -      t}« 
Aduble  „  -    -    -  xviij* 

A  maine  combe  and  a  sponge    •       yj*' 
Another,  without  a  sponge   -    -      iiij*^ 

The  wool-comb  was  a  well-known  implement  of  female  * 
industry ;  and  Lucretia  is  represented  as  using  it  when 
suddenly  waited  upon  by  her  husband  and  his  friendaf    The 


•  The  use  of  the  medieval  English 
term  Kemb-ster,  which  is  still  pre- 
served in  Scotland,  shows  that  comb- 
ing was  a  female  employment;  for 
iter  is  a  feminine  termination,  as  in 
web-«fer,  malt-<fer,  back-<ter,  huck- 
t^ei,  8pin-«t€r. 


t  Then  up  the  street  Virginia  tozned,  and  m  sh« 

danced  along, 
She  warbled  gaily  to  h«iMlf;Unea  of  the  good  old 

•ong; 
How  for  a  iport  th*  ^isoea  eama,  qtvnlng  from 

the  camp, 
And  fonnd  Locreee,  oomUng  the  fleeee,  under  th* 

midnight  lamp. 

'U.xoxvixt.^Layt  ^Amc  Romt, 
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existence  of  a  comb  on  monumental  slabs  is  said  to  indicate 
that  a  wool-comber  sleeps  below  ;^  but  at  lona,  the  mirror 
and  comb  on  the  slab  of  the  Princess  Anna,  the  last  prioress 
1611,  is  merely  an  indication  of  sex,  after  the  manner  of  Greek 
and  Eoman  artf  The  arms  of  Tunstall,  of  Yorkshire,  consist  of 
three  combs,  as  it  is  said  that  one  of  their  ancestors  was  barber 
to  William  the  Conqueror.^  Some  peculiar  uses  of  the  comb 
are  mentioned.  Thus,  it  is  noticed  in  the  old  ballad  of 
Lambert  Linkin  as  a  toy  to  please  a  child  ;§  and  at  a  pin 
manufactory,  the  girls  who  insert  the  pins  in  paper  reduce 
the  full  of  an  apron  or  basket  to  order,  by  lifting  them  with 
a  comb.  II 

3.  Material.    Combs  of  wood  were  common,  but  many  of 
them  have  perished.    Ladies'  combs  were  frequently  made  of 
boxwood,  and  were  cheaper  tlum  those  of 
ivory,  or  other  costly  material     In  1621 
"a   box  combe"  cost   18s.,  while  a  few 
c,^  1^  1^        ^y^  afterwards  "  a  veale  and  a  mutton  " 
n     *      ^       together  cost  only  16s.**    The  combs  used 
cLL^^Ll-^     by  the  American  Indians  are  generally  of 
/  \  wood;    and    sometimes    the    forms    are 

pleasing.  They  are  used  not  only  in 
dressing  the  hair  of  the  living,  but  in 
reducing  to  order  the  scalp-locks  of  slain 
warriors,  while  the  scalps  are  under- 
going the  preparatory  processes,  to  fit 
them  for  decorating  the  perso^i  of  the 
slayer.f+ 
Indian  oomb,  for  scaip-ioeka.  Gombs  of  bouc  tkud  ivory,  though  rarer 
when  manufactured,  are  more  frequently  found  at  present. 


*  Cntts's  Manual,  p.  42. 
t  Blackie*8  Guide,  p.  65. 
t  Qlosaarjr  of  Heraldry. 

i  0«tiIliinrbab«,iioa(i 

StUl  h&iwlUlM kmi 

BeH  BO  be  itlU,  Imtj. 


Till  hi*  daddy  flovne  haiiM. 


II  Tomlinson'sAccountoftheMana- 
f actnre  of  a  Fin. 

**  8hatUeworth  Accoonts,  pp.  St50, 
251. 

tt  Schoolcraft,  IIL,  468,  PI.  xxxT. 
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One  was  discoveted  at  Barrow  Furlong,  in  Northamptonshire, 
among  Saxon  remains ;  and  is  engraved  in  the  Archasologia^  Vol 
XXXlII.,  Plate  xiii  It  is  of  bone,  and  has  two  rows  of  teeth, 
with  a  strong  band  down  the  centre.  This  and  the  ends  are 
ornamented  by  small  circles ;  and  the  whole  is  fastened  by  iron 
riveta  The  Abb^  Cochet  mentions  combs  both  of  bone  and 
bronze ;  and  he  has  no  doubt  that  in  certain  cases  they  were 
borne  in  a  purse  or  gypcifera  They  have  been  found  at 
several  places,  usuaUy,  but  not  always,  with  teeth  on  both 
sides,  and  with  str^gthening  bars  down  the  centra  attached 
by  iron  pina  In  some  cases,  as  at  Selzen,  near  Mayence,  the 
comb  has  been  found  in  a  vessel  at  the  feet  of  the  warrior.* 
One  has  been  found  by  the  skeleton  of  a  woman  near  the 
bones  of  the  thigh,  and  another  near  the  buckle  of  the  girdle  ; 
both  of  which  were  probably  suspended  from  the  waist  A 
bronze  comb  was  found  in  an  urn  at  East  Kilbride,  in  Scot- 
land ;t  and  in  one  of  the  ancient  habitations  of  Orkney  there 
was  a  very  curious  one  of  bone,  which  bears  a  rude  resem- 
blance to  a  hand  with  nine  equal  fingers.J  A  similar  object 
was  found  on  the  Cheshire  shore  several  years  ago,  but  appears 
not  to  have  been  preserved.    It  was  supposed  to  be  a  toy. 

The  comb,  especially  when  the  material  was  bone,  was  often 
made  in  fragments,  from  haK  an  inch  to  an  inch  long ;  and 
these  were  inserted  side  by  side  between  two  plates.§  A  few 
broken  teeth  could  therefore  be  supplied  by  merely  replacing 
the  portion  to  which  they  belonged ;  and  the  whole  was  npt 
destroyed.  The  injury  was  local,  like  the  breaking  in  of  one 
water-tight  compartment  of  a  ship.  The  accompanying  en- 
graving is  from  a  bone  'riack-comb,  in  the  possession  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Academy,  restored  and  completed  from  a  fragment. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  pectinated  portion  rises  above 
the  hog-back  sides  at  the  centre  and  ends ;  and,  also,  that  it 

*  La  Norm.  Sonterraine,  254,  255.  1     S  Crnide  to  Northern  ArclueologjT 
f  WilMD,  p.  300.  Ellesmere,  p.  56. 

J  IbW.,  p.  424.  I 
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is  made  in  twelve  sections.  It  is  about  ten  inches  long.  In 
the  temporary  museum  at  South  Kensington,  there  were  very 
curious  examples  of  combs  exhibited  by  H.  W.  Sass,  Esq.,  John 
Webb,  Esq.,  and  the  Messrs.  Farrer.  One  of  shell,  belonging 
to  Mr.  Webb,  has  a  knob  like  a  pea  at  the  end  of  each  of  the 
teeth. 

There  are  numerous  allusions  to  the  comb  in  our  old  Eng- 
lish literatura  In  the  ancient  ballad  of  Annie  o*  Lochryan, 
she  speaks  of  dressing  her  hair  "  wi'  a  new-made  siller  kame;" 
but  as  the  mast  of  her  boat  was  of  gold  and  the  sails  of  silk, 
while  the  timbers  were  covered  with  bells  and  pearls,*^  it  is 
probable  that  the  comb  owed  its  costly  material  to  the  imagi- 
nation of  the  minstrel.  In  that  of  Sweet  William  and  Fair 
Margaret,  the  latter  is  represented  more  naturally  as  combing 
her  hair  with  an  ivory  comb.-f*  In  the  Inventorium  Sepul- 
chrale,  two  elegant  examples  are  engraved,  of  double  combs  of 
bone  or  ivory,  each  of  which  has  two  sheaths  of  the  same 
material  to  cover  the  teeth,  one  at  each  side.  The  form  alone 
is  preserved ;  as  unfortunately  both  crumbled  to  pieces.  One 
is  engraved  here,  r^ 
This  fact  serves  to 
indicate  the  degree  of 
care  with  which  the 
comb  was  pi-eserved. 
In  the  quotation 
already    given    from 

the    baUad    of   Fair  doom.  comb.  wi»ii.i««uu. 

Annie,  she  is  represented  as  taking  the  comb  out  of  a  coffer 
in  which  it  was  usually  preserved. 


•  Minstrelsy  of  the  Border,  II., 
426.    Chamlmnj's  Ballads,  p.  227. 


t  Percy's  Reliqucs,  III.,  166. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


324 


PART  IL— THE  OBJECTS. 
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Plate  XXXL 

1. — iNTBODUCnON. 

The  Potter's  art  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  handicrafts ;  it 
is  alluded  to  in  the  first  book  of  Chronicles,  chap.  iv.  verse  3. 

In  Greece  and  Etruria  this  art  flourished  supremely,  and 
the  specimens  extant,  mainly  designed  as  prizes  for  the  victors 
in  the  most  renowned  games  and  combats  of  the  age,  attest  at 
once  the  patience,  skill,  and  taste  of  their  manipulators. 

Under  the  sway  of  imperial  Home,  Grecian  artists  long  con- 
tinued to  be  employed  not  only  as  manufacturers,  but  teachers 
of  the  arts,  wherever  the  conquering  sword  of  the  mistress  of 
the  world  opened  a  way,  often  into  regions  hitherto  all  but 
unknown  to  commerce,  science,  or  civilization.  Even  Britain, 
the  Ultima  ThuU  of  the  era,  received  no  small  share  of  such 
attention;  indeed  it  would  appear,  considering  its  distance 
from  the  grand  seat  of  empire,  to  have  been  a  singularly 
favoured  province,  as  is  fairly  evidenced  in  the  numerous 
works  of  public  utility  constructed  by  the  state,  €W  military 
roads,  bridges,  temples,  and  other  erections;  whilst  the  magni- 
ficence and  extent  of  the  private  villas — such  for  instance  as 
the  one  at  Woodchester,  in  Gloucestershire,  and  that  near 
Bignor,  in  Sussex — sufficiently  exemplify  the  wealth  and  high 
social  position  of  their  proprietors. 

The  ceramic  art  was  equally  extended  with  others,  and 
Eomano-British  potteries  arose,  wherever  the  best  clays  were 
discovered  abundantly.  Whole  kilns  have  been  disclosed  in 
Yorkshire  and  Northamptonshire ;  -f"  and  immense  quantities 
of  half  or  partially  dried  and  broken  crockery  in  the  marshes 
of  the  Medway,  near  Upchurch,  and  also  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Severn,  prove  the  former  existence  of  extensive  potteries 
in  these  localities.  Wherever  existent,  the  site  of  every 
Eoman  villa,  military  station,  or  fortified  town,  will,  upon 


♦  This  article  is  written  by  Mr. 
Smith,  my  own  remarks  being  in- 
dicated as  before. 


t  Vide  the  Durobrivse  of  Antoni- 
nus; illustrated  by  the  late  £.  T. 
Artis,  fo.,  London,  1823« 
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examination,  be  found  replete  with  debris  of  crockery  and 
tiles,  the  midtifarious  fragments  of  which  "cumber  the 
ground,"  often  to  a  depth  of  from  twelve  to  fourteen  feet,  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  subsequent  occupation.  Three- 
fourths  of  this  mass  of  disjecta  membra  will  prove,  in  the 
average  of  such  localities,  to  have  been  the  produce  of  this 
country,  made  doubtlessly  under  the  active  superintendence  of 
skilled  artificers  from  Italy,  Spain,  or  southern  France,  each 
of  these  coimtries  being  contemporaneously  famed  for  some 
particular  description  of  plastic  ware.  Under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, therefore,  we  should  anticipate  the  existence  of 
similar  remains  at  this  settlement  on  the  Cheshire  shore;  but 
the  total  removal  of  its  very  site  (analogous  instances  having 
occurred  at  Flamborough  Head,  Yorkshire,  and  at  the  Eecul- 
vers,  Kent,  the  latter  within  the  remembrance  of  living  men), 
sufficiently  accounts  for  the  slight  appearance  of  pottery  of 
this  era.  Some  fragments  of  dark  slate-coloured  ware,  and 
probably  of  sepulchral  urns,  are  apparently  all  we  have  to 
nota  Centuries  ago,  the  pottery,  together  with  remains  of 
any  permanent  buildings,  must  have  been  washed  away  into 
what  are  now  imderlying  strata  of  the  submerged  sand-banks, 
which  are  very  unlikely  to  be  disturbed  except  by  great 
change  in  the  channel ;  the  gradual  but  certain  subsidence  of 
this  coast  forbidding  the  hope  of  any  reclamation  of  the  sand 
flats  to  seaward* 

2. — Glass  and  Enamel. 
A  few  small  objects  in  glass  and  enamel,,  of  similar  date, 
require  notice  here.  They  would  seem  to  have  been  lost  from 
the  person  in  tlip  glades  of  the  forest,  and  are  washed  out  of 
the  remaining  vegetable  accretion  by  the  tides,  comprising 
enamelled  ornaments  of  brooches,  etc.,  with  beads,  and  heads 
of  bronze  pins  in  glasa  A  fine  bead  recently  found  (see 
woodcut,  p.  162),  in  conunon  with  others  analogous  in  com- 
position, size,  and  form,  excavated  by  Bryan  Faussett  and 
others  from  ancient  cemeteries  in  Kent,  is  believed  to  be  of 
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Boman  manufacture.  These  large  beads  appear  to  have  beea 
highly  prized  by  our  Saxon  forefathers,  who  used  them  as 
gauds  or  central  beads  (one  to  three  in  number)  of  their  neck- 
laces, the  others  being  chiefly  of  small  size  and  generally 
uniform  in  character.  Our  Hilbre  Island  example  was  thrown 
to  the  surface  by  a  rabbit  which  had  selected  for  its  burrow  a 
portion  of  the  site  of  the  old  burying-ground  attached  to  the 
religious  Celle  of  monks  (connected  with  the  Abbey  of  St 
Werburg  in  Chester),  where  also  part  of  a  Saxon  sepulchral 
cross  was  xmcovered  a  few  years  ago.*  Possibly  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  locality  might  result  in  the  disclosure  of 
other  interesting  remains,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  all  the 
antiquities  occurring  here,  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge, 
prove  to  be  of  early  date.  The  glass  composing  the  bead  is 
of  a  beautiful  cobalt-blue  and  transparent;  the  enamels,  which 
are  opaque,  consist  of  a  vein  or  marbling  of  yellow,  intertwined 
by  a  thread  of  green,  the  effect  of  the  combination  being  very 
good.  Vitreous  compositions  are  known  to  have  been  in 
common  use  in  ancient  Egypt  and  Etruria,  and  remarkably 
fine  examples,  from  Thebes  and  other  cities,  may  be  seen  in 
the  National  Collection,  as  well  as  in  Mr.  Mayer's  valuable 
Egyptian  and  General  Museum,  Colquitt  Street,  liverpooL 

Undoubtedly  the  earliest  specimens  of  enamel  foxmd  in 
Cheshire  are  those  ornamenting  Eoman  brooches  of  the  first, 
second,  and  third  centuries,  several  of  which  are  represented, 
(Plate  III.,)  together  with  the  bead  just  mentioned.  Their  pre- 
vailing colours  are  blue,  brown,  scarlet,  crimson,  and  green, 
the  two  last  having  often  apparently  faded  into  maroon  and 
olive ;  white  and  lemon-yeUow  have  also  been  noticed.  At  least 
one-half — an  unusually  large  proportion — of  the  fibulae  of  this 
period  have  been  thus  ornamented;  but  most  have  suffered  from 
decomposition,  and  possibly  in  colour,  from  the  dyeing  pro- 
perties of  the  decaying  vegetable  matter  in  which  they  have 
been  imbedded  for  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  years.    It 

•  See  woodcut,  p.  267 ;  there  is  evidence  that  it  was  **  sepulchral."— A.  H. 
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may,  nevertheless,  be  doubted  whether  any  locality  in  Eng- 
land has  produced  a  larger  number  retaining  so  perfectly  this 
coloured  decoration.  In  this  country,  fine  examples  are  of 
rare  occurrence.  From  recent  investigations,  it  appears  that 
most  if  not  all  the  substances  now  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  coloured  glazes  or  enamel,  were  known  to  and  used  by 
the  ancients,  as  quartz,  flint,  felspar,  gypsum  (sulphate  of 
lime),  borax,  common  salt,  potash,  soda,  oxide  of  lead,  etc.  The 
chief  coloui's  were  produced  by  admixture  of  these  materials 
with  oxide  of  manganese,  copper,  iron,  chromium  or  cobalt. 

Glass. — The  beads  and  heads  of  metal  pins  in  glass  are 
genemlly  of  a  globular  form.  Two  specimens  are,  however, 
cylindrical;  such  were  cut  from  an  elongated  tube-shaped  body, 
which  could  thus  be  divided  to  suit  the  taste  of  purchasers. 
Their  greenish-blue  colour  was  probably  imparted  by  copper  or 
chromium ;  whilst  their  opacity  results  from  the  use  of  oxide 
of  tin,  or  phosphate  of  lime.  They  appertain  to  the  Saxon 
era,  to  which  may  also  be  referred  fragments  of  yellowish 
semi-transparent  glass,  which  have  evidently  belonged  to 
some  specimen  of  the  remarkable  glass  drinking-cups  of  the 
period,  whose  superfluity  of  pendent  ornamentation  constitute 
a  distinguishing  feature.*    Of  the  English  period,  the  Cheshire 


•  The  TcsselB  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Smith  are  shown  in  the  following 
specimens,  from  different  parts  of 
England    and  from   the  Continent 


The  Saxon  glass  was  freqaently 
characterized  by  a  thread  or  band 
wound  round  the  exterior  of  the 
cups. — A.  H. 


F/om  1te<mlr«r, 
Kent. 


Selxen,  Geimanjr. 


Fairf>r», 
Gloucc.a«rBblre. 


The  Taller  os  ibe  Ebolna, 
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shore  has,  we  believe,  produced  no  specimen  of  ^ass  earlier 
than  the  age  of  Elizabeth,  of  which  occurs  a  bottle  for  oil, 
wide  at  the  base  but  sharply  tapering  into  a  confined  neck. 
It  stands  about  seven  inches  high,  the  body  being  of  consider- 
able thickness,  and  of  an  olive-green  colour. 

3. — ^Medlkval  Domestic  Ceockery. 

Despite  repeated  attempts,  but  little  has  been  evoked  to 
enlighten  even  the  antiquarian  public,  relative  to  the  ceramic 
products  of  our  coxmtry,  during  the  lengthened  period  extend- 
ing fix)m  the  fourth  to  the  fifteenth  century.  The  main  fitcts 
mentioned  below  have  been  garnered  fix)m  three  sources ;  viz., 
the  recent  beautiful  edition  of  Mr.  Jos.  Marryatf  s  comprehen- 
sive and  valuable  History  of  Pottery  and  Porcelain,  the  very 
useful  Catalogue  of  Specimens  in  the  Museum  of  Economic 
Geology  at  London,  by  the  late  Sir  Henry  De  la  Beche  and 
Mr.  Weeks;  and  lastly,  a  paper  especially  upon  Mediaeval 
earthenware,  by  Mr.  Chaffers,  which  appears  in  the  fifth 
volume  of  the  Journal  of  the  Archceological  Association,  the 
writer  of  which  had  the  advantage  of  possessing  the  largest 
collection  in  England,  almost  entirely  procured  by  himself 
from  the  substrata  of  London.  The  best  specimens  are  now 
to  be  met  with  in  the  National  Museum  of  Economic  (Jeology ; 
but  Mr.  Mayer  possesses  many  characteristic  examples  in  his 
invaluable  ceramic  hoards  at  Liverpool 

Mr.  Boutell*  states :  **  Pottery  in  use  in  our  country  may 
probably  have  been  manufactiuped  at  home;  we  have  not, 
however,  discovered  any  authentic  sources  of  information  upon 
the  subject  One  thing  is  certain,  that  we  are  in  possession 
of  no  such  relics  of  the  pottery  of  the  centuries  that  intervene 
between  the  conquest  and  the  reformation,  as  would  enable  us 
to  deduce  from  them  any  distinct  and  definite  information, 
with  respect  to  ceramic  manufactures,  during  this  period.  At 
the  same  time,  we  know  that  inlaid  and  glazed  pavement  tiles 
were  both  used  and  made  in  Engird;  and  we  have  abundant 

*  Hand-book  of  Archnology,  1859. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XXXI. 


Ji  9iZ£ 


^  S/Z4: 


fkS/Z£ 


OR  0«  HUME'S  HOYLAKE,  ANT 


J.E.WoHftALL.LlT^^. 


POTTERY  AND  PIPES. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


POTTERY,   GLASS,   AND  ENAMEL.  329 

evidence  to  show  that  they  were  produced  in  great  numbers, 
and  with  admirable  skilL" 

Mr.  Marryatt  more  confidently  reports  the  result  of  careful 
investigation — 

'*  Though  vessels  -of  early  pottery  do  not  very  frequently 
occur,  still  a  sufficient  number  of  specimens  have  been  found 
to  give  us  a  very  fair  idea  of  its  general  character.  They  are 
chiefly  formed  of  coarse  and  somewhat  brittle  ware,  rendered 
capable  of  containing  liquids  by  being  covered  with  a  green 
or  dark  yellow  glaza  Should  the  workman  wish  to  produce 
a  bright  and  light-coloured  green,  he  coated  the  vessel  with 
a  thin  wash  of  pipeclay ;  or,  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  the 
surface,  he  made  rude  scrolls  and  flourishes  in  white,  after- 
wards covered  with  the  yellow  glaze,  or  he  moulded  on  the 
body  small  ornaments  in  relief 

"A  very  interesting  discoveiy  at  Lincoln,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Mary  le  Wigford,  revealed  some  of  the  Terrorcotta  Moulds 
which  had  been  employed  by  a  potter  of  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury. They  were  found  with  numerous  fragments  near  the 
remains  of  a  kiln,  and  are,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  the  only 
specimens  of  the  kind  that  have  been  discovered.  From  the 
head-dresses  represented  upon  them,  they  evidently  belong  to 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.  The  mode  in  which  these  heads 
were  applied,  is  shown  by  a  fragment  found  with  them,  which 
is  preserved,  together  with  the  moulds,  in  the  collection  of 
Mr.  Arthur  TroUope  of  Lincoln. 

"  The  larger  portion  of  the  mediaeval  vessels  that  have  been 
found,  consists  of  jugs;  many  of  these  have  been  discovered 
in  the  city  of  London,  and  a  large  series  of  various  shapes  and 
forms  is  in  the  British  Museum.  These  vessels  are  occasion- 
ally very  tall  and  slender.  Some  of  the  earlier  specimens  are 
indented  round  their  base,  as  if  with  the  potter's  thumb.  The 
use  of  lead  glaze  for  vessels  was  continued  down  to  a  late 
period.  It  was  chiefly  applied  to  coarse  ware,  and  was  made 
probably  all  in  England,  as  tlie  transport  of  articles  so  small 
in  value,  and  so  large  in  bulk,*  woidd  not  be  remunerative, 
especially  at  a  time  when  the  means  of  conveyance  were  not 
so  attainable  as  they  now  are.''f 

"  However  difficult  it  may  be  to  feel  assured  of  the  pottery- 
used  in  Britain  much  anterior  to  the  Norman  conquest, 
certain  earthenware  vessels  have  been  discovered  in  situations. 


♦  Vide  PI.  XXXL,  figs.  8, 9,  10,      |      f  Hist.  Brit.  Pottery,  p.  187—140: 
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and  under  circumstances,  pointing  to  their  use  in  this  country 
for  ordinary  and  domestic  wants  in  the  times  commonly 
termed  medisevaL  The  earliest  examples  are  commonly  of 
inelegant  forms.*  Now  and  then  a  specimen  may  present 
somewhat  of  the  designs  of  better  periods;  but  almost  all 
those  which  may  be  considered  as  of  British  manufiEicture 
usually  offer  little  that  could  be  termed  tastefuL  At  the 
same  time,  ordinary  pitchers  and  cups  seem  to  have  been 
employed  at  the  tables  of  more  important  persons  than  might 
have  been  supposed,  and  were  even  thought  worthy  of  notice 
in  inventories  of  royal  households,  as  that  of  Edward  IV.,  vide 
Liber  Niger,f  p.  78." 

Summing  up  the  information  supplied  above,  we  find  that 
of  our  national  fictile  produce,  from  the  fourth  to  the 
twelfth  century,  few  specimens  are  known  to  exist,  whilst 
of  the  succeeding  centuries,  the  only  articles  of  domestic 
crockery  manufactured  were  varieties,  in  point  of  shape,  of 
the  common  jug  and  drinking-cup.  These  were  generally 
of  inelegant  form,  and  destitute  of  ornament,  almost  univer- 
sally of  the  coarsest  material,  and  rarely  found  at  the 
present  day  in  a  perfect  state.  Dishes  and  plates,  among 
other  modem  forms  now  indispensable,  would  seem  to  have 
been  imknown  in  this  country  until  introduced  from  the 
continent  in  the  fourteenth  century,  and  their  mai^ufacture  in 
this  country  consequently  dates  from  a  still  later  period.  The 
specimens  of  pottery  foimd  upon  the  Cheshire  shore,  apparently 
all  belong  to  the  Norman  and  mediaeval  class.  Unfortunately 
they  exist  in  a  very  fragmentary  state,  as  might  be  expected 
from  long-continued  habitation  and  tillage  of  the  artificial  soil 
in  which  they  were  mostly  imbedded.  The  only  piece  toler- 
ably perfect  is  the  slenderly  formed  little  pitcher,  standing 
eight  inches  high,  of  a  brownish  slate-coloured  ware,  t  It 
closely  resembles  an  example  found  in  London,  and  preserved 
in  the  Museum  of  Practical  Geology.     This  most  usefid 


•  Vide  Mr.  Chaffers'a  Specimens  and  I      t  De  la  Beche  and  Weeka's  "  Cata- 
Illostrations  from  Nonnan  MSS.,  pre-  I  logue,**  p.  106. 
Tioiisly  alluded  to.  '      :  PI.  XXXI.,  fig.  7. 
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collection,  we  have  already  stated,  possesses  the  best  coUectioi^ 
of  English  mediaeval  crockery ;  but  we  believe  that  our  frag- 
meuts  present  a  much  greater  variety  of  gualities,  if  not  shapes 
of  ware,  some  having  been  glazed,  and  others  shewing  the 
application  of  pigments  inside  or  outside,  and  occasionally 
upon  both  surfaces.  Again,  several  of  our  jug-handles  present 
a  novelty  in  their  rude  decoration ;  viz.,  slashed  patterns,  an 
ornamentation  much  in  vogue  at  this  period,  as  well  as  later. 
It  occurs  in  various  designs  upon  both  round  and  flattened 
handles,  though  more  deeply  incised  in  the  latter,  which  have 
evidently  belonged  to  pitchers  of  a  large  size,  but  does  not 
appear  upon  other  portions  of  such  vessels  which  may  safely 
be  referred  to  from  the  twelfth  to  the  sixteenth  century;  mdz 
Plate  XXXI.,  figs.  5,  8,  and  10.  Fig.  9  represents  part  of  a 
large  crock,  the  peculiar  streaked  or  digitated  bands  of  which 
seem  to  have  encircled  it  at  intervals  from  top  to  bottom. 
As  an  illustration  of  differences,  both  in  form  and  oma- 
mentation,     two 

urns    from    the     j^;  ^^ 

midland  counties  ^^^•••m^^^^^ 
)  may  be    shown.  Sfv^^BW^'^S^nffll 
The  one  is  from  m^ ^    ^^^Jy^uM 
Cestersover,  in    ^^^amjSjBK^^ 
the  county    of      ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

From  Wttwkkriiire.  Warwick,  and  the  »*««  Nortluinpton»Ui». 

other  from  Marston  Hill,  in  Northamptonshire. 

The  great  mass  of  fragments  represent  no  small  variety  of 
shape,  size,  and  composition ;  the  coarser  kinds,  however,  pre- 
dominate, and  their  material  is  occasionally  so  thickly  strewn 
with  pulverized  stone  or  flint,  as  to  resemble  the  bottoms  of 
Roman  mortaria,  in  which  grain  and  fruits  were  regularly 
pounded  for  cookery.  Hazarding  a  conjecture  as  to  size,  we 
should  say  the  vessels  had  ranged  from  six  to  eighteen  inches 
in  height,  by  three  inches  to  eight  inches  in  breadth,  or  capable 
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of  holding  from  a  gill  to  a  gallon  of  liquid  In  form,  the  lai^ 
proportion  have  been  slender,  though  varying  much  in  the 
proportionate  thickness  of  the  neck,  and  always  narrowing 
considerably  towards  the  base,  except  in  late  mediaeval 
examples,  wherein  a  tendency  to  greater  breadth  and  capacity 
is  observabla 

The  Olazes  are  mostly  of  a  green  or  brown  colour,  and  un- 
questionably more  for  use  than  ornament,  merely  covering  the 
rim  and  contiguous  portions  of  the  vessel,  which  were  likely 
to  come  into  contact  with  the  lips  in  drinking.  In  pnly  one 
instance  have  we  noticed  a  pattern  in  coloured  paint,  which 
occurs  upon  a  white  and  unglazed  ground,  and  may  possibly 
prove  to  be  of  earlier  fabrication. 

A  close  inspection  of  these  fictile  remains  discovers  no 
fragments  of  either  plates  or  dishes ;  and  this  circumstance 
tells  in  favour  of  the  opinion  alluded  to  above,  that  forms  now 
so  universally  distributed  and  essential,  were  (in  crockeiy) 
unknown  to  or  unused  by  our  forefathers,  so  lately  as  the 
conclusion  of  the  thirteenth  century.    Wooden  platters  must 
have  alone  obtained.     In  connection  with  this  point,  Mr. 
Hudson   Turner   remarks — "Earthenware,  though   certainly 
made  in  England  in  the  thirteenth  century,  in  the  form  of 
pitchers  and  jars,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  applied  to  the 
fabrication  of  plates  or  (shallow)  dishes.    Probably  the  earliest 
instance  of  the  use  of  the  latter  may  be  ascribed  to  the  reign 
of  Edward  IV.,  when  certain  dishes  and  plates  of  earthenware 
were  purchased  (for  the  court)  from  the  cargo  of  a  great  ship 
which  came  from  Spain,  and  which,  among  other  novelties, 
brought  ihQ  first  oranges  known  to  have  been  introduced  into 
England."* 

We  may  note  that  a  dealer  in  dishes  and  porringers  was 
denominated  an  esqueler  (often  pronounced  squder),  firom  the 
French  ecuelle ;  hence  our  modem  scullery,  a  place  where  table 

•  Dom.  Architecture  in  England,  p.  102. 
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crockery  is  washed  up.  The  cognomen  of  potter  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Normans,  the  Saxon  synonyme  being  tyl-wryght 
(tile-wright),  a  name  found  in  our  earliest  provincial  records, 
and  known  to  have  been  borne  by  a  family  resident  at  Burslem 
in  the  Potteries  for  several  centuries.* 

Since  the  above  was  written,  our  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  a  notice  in  The  Reliquary,  an  antiquarian  periodical 
of  considerable  merit,  in  which  the  editor,  Mr.  L.  Jewitt 
of  Derby,  publishes  his  discovery,  in  that  neighbourhood, 
of  a  Norman  or  mediaeval  pottery,  which  is  perhaps  unique. 
Although  as  yet  the  mounds  have  been  but  partially  ex- 
plored, a  lai-ge  mass  of  wasters,  and  other  debris,  have  been 
disinterred,  including  a  few  nearly  perfect  examples  of  the 
twelfth  to  fourt^jenth  century  pitchei-s.  A  personal  inspection 
has  since  sa-  tisfactorily 

demonstrated  .  the    contem- 

poraneousj  workings     of 

this  pottery —  I  the  kilns    of 

which  have  not  yet  been, 

but  probably  will  be,  found 

— with    the  cultivation  of 

the    artificial  stratum  (of 

mixed    bog  and  sand)  on 

the   Cheshu^  Komw  Pitcher..  8  h  0  r  c,  in 

which  fragments  of  precisely  similar  ware  occur,  and  in  an 
isolated  manner,  as  if  spread,  as  in  the  present  day,  along  with 
manure  or  other  household  refuse. 

Some  of  our  Cheshire  examples  are,  however,  of  earlier 
manufacture  than  any  we  noticed  at  the  Derbyshire  pottery ; 
others  are  identical  in  material,  shape,  and  glaze;  whilst  others 
again  would  seem  to  be  of  later  make,  vsay  the  fifteenth  and 
sixteenth  centuries. 

The  slashed  and  indented  patterns  upon  many  of  our 

•  Hist.  Brit  Pottery,  p.  148. 
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handles,  and  previously  regarded  as  peculiar  to  this  neigb* 
bourhood,  have 
exact    counter- 
parts   at    the 

lately    found  ' 

manufactory, 
where  indeed  it 
seems  by  no 
means  unlikely 
these  were  all 

Clomty  Momum  Jog.      ^  prodUCCd.  Improred  Konnaa  Jnf^ 

In  glaze,  the  products  of  both  localities  confirm  our  opinion 
(in  contradistinction  to  that  of  Mr.  Marryatt  quoted  above), 
that  early  English  crockery  was  but  rarely  covered  inside  and 
out  with  glaze  to  hold  liquids.     In  fact,  upon 

the  examples  in  ques-  tion,  it  is  usually  foimd 

merely  covering  the  up-  per  rim  and  the  base  of 

the  vessel;    when   ex-  tending  over  the  outside, 

it  is  evidently  the  result  |  of  dippiog  rather  than 

design  in  all  that  have  [|Come  under  our  notica 

The  conclusion  we  ar--  Frive   at  necessarily    is, 

that  these  crocks  were  mostly  sufficiently  kiln- 

baked  to  withstand  per-    projecting  handle,    eolation. 

4 — Spindle  Whorls  and  Beads.* 

The  miscellaneous  articles  in  terra-cotta  comprise  "  spindle- 
whorls,"  beads,  and  smoking-pipes.  The  first  are  of  a  bluish 
stone  colour,  flat  and  circular  in  form,  and  with  a  moderate- 
sized  perforation  in  the  centre.  The  specimens  hitherto 
noticed  are,  with  one  exception,  (PL  XIV.  fig.  2,)  nearly  uniform 
in  contour,  only  differing  in  their  sharp  or  rounded  edges,  thus 
contrasting  strongly  with  the  far  more  numerous  objects  in 
lead  of  presumably  analogous  purpose,  as  connected  witli  the 

♦  See  Art.  IX.,  p.  151,  and  X.,  p.  157. 
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aiicient  spindle,  whicli  continued  in  vse  from  Boman  or  earlier 
times,  down  to  the  age  of  Elizabeth.  The  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Bateman,  the  Derbyshire  antiquary,  records  the  frequent 
occurrence  of  such  perforated  disks  of  clay  on  Eoman  sites, 
and  considered  it  not  improbable  they  might  also  have  been 
used  in  some  sedentary  gatru. 

The  Saxon  cemeteries  of  Kent,  again,  disclose  numbers  of 
these  articles ;  and  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  the  sex  of 
the  occupant  of  the  grave  is  solely  determined  by  the  presence 
of  the  spindle-whorl,  the  remainder  of  the  personal  relics  of 
the  deceased,  in  Saxon  fashion  always  accompanying  the 
corpse,  having  been  stolen  or  become  decomposed.*  In  two 
cases  the  whorls  have  been  made  of  poimded  tile  or  brick,  and 
retain  a  reddish  colour ;  but  the  remainder  are  of  a  fine  clay, 
probably  the  local  blue  marL  They  have  occasionally  been 
thought  manufactured  from  some  fine  porous  stone ;  but  this 
.  proves  to  have  been  a  mistake.  The  upper  bed  of  marl  lies 
immediately  beneath  the  main  stratum  of  forest-bog,  yet  crops 
out  in  several  spots  along  the  beach. 

The  heads  of  terra-cotta  approach  more  nearly  to  the  shape 
of  an  orange  than  any  of  the  last-named  objects,  and  generally 
present  a  remarkably  and  apparently  unnecessarily  large  per- 
foration,t  considering  their  use,  which  was  chiefly  that  oi  gauds, 
or  central  beads  of  rosaries ;  most  probably  the  orifices  have 
been  enlarged  by  the  friction  of  long-continued  use. 


XXXVI.—T0BACC0-PIPES4— Plate  XXXI. 

Very  small  pipes  are  found  all  over  these  islands,  which 
are  known  in  Ireland  as  Fairy  pipes  or  Danes'  pipes.    The 


*  InTentoriam  Sepulchrale. 

t  See  figs.  7  and  10,  Plate  XV. 

t  For  most  of  the  forms  shown 
here,  I  ftm  indebted  to  the  kindness  of 
Mr.  Jewitt  of  Derby.  They  appeared 
in    illostration    of    two    articles    in 


the  Reliquanf,  toI.  III.,  pip.  74  and 
79.  It  was  originally  intended  that 
Mr.  Ecroyd  Smith  shonld  write  this 
article ;  and  he  has  described  the  ob- 
jects on  the  Plate.  His  remarks  are 
given  at  the  clo^e. 
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name  is  of  no  importance,  and  no  inference  can  be  founded 
upon  it ;  for  the  Irish  attribute  any  thing  unusually  small  to 
the  fairies,  and  any  thing  very  ancient  or  inexplicable  to  the 
Danes.  But  the  question  has  never  yet  been  decided,  that  is 
to  say  satisfactorily,  whether  they  are  very  ancient  or  com- 
paratively modem.  The  growing  opinion  is  that  few,  if  any, 
are  more  than  three  centuries  old. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  is  certain  that  the  fames  of  burning 
plants  were  inhaled,  medicinally  and  for  pleasure,  centuries 
before  the  time  of  Ealeigh,  and  in  various  countries  of  the  old 
Continent,  including  our  own.  It  is  also  clear,  as  has  been 
shown  by  the  late  Professor  Johnson  and  others,  that  the 
widely  extended  use  of  some  narcotic  by  mankind,  shows  a 
natural  demand  for  it  in  certain  circumstances  of  the  human 
constitution.  To  this  earlier  use  of  some  of  the  well-known 
vegetable  substances,  it  is  possible  and  even  probable  that  a 
few  of  the  older  and  smaller  forms  may  be  attributed ;  and  thus 
that  the  theory  of  high  antiquity,  in  regard  to  the  smoking- 
pipe,  is  not  altogether  erroneous. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  the  use  of  American 
tobacco  in  this  country  commenced  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  about  1585 ;  that  it  spread  with  great  rapidity,  and 
attracted  much  attention ;  that  numerous  factories  for  tobacco- 
pipes  were  soon  after  established ;  and  that  a  very  large  per- 
centage of  the  examples  met  with,  extend  no  further  back  than 
the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  Few  assert  that  the  smoking- 
tube  (used  in  connection  with  some  substance)  was  then 
manufactured  for  the  first  time ;  the  argument  is,  that  fix)m 
that  date  it  came  into  extensive  use,  and  in  the  forms 
with  which  we  are  familiar.  There  is  thus  both  negative 
and  positive  evidence,  the  details  of  which  it  is  impossible 
to  give  here,  that  smoking-tubes  or  pipes  were  known  in 
the  British  islands  before  the  time  of  Elizabeth. 

The  early  smoking-pipes,  even  those  which  we  know  to 
have  been  employed  in  connection  with  tobacco,  were  distin- 
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guiflhed  by  a  small  bowl ;  but  that  fkct  may  not  have  arisen 
solely  from  the  scarcity  of  the  material  consimied.  The 
tobacco-pipe,  as  we  see  it  represented  in  old  pictures,  had  a 
stem  of  five  or  six  inches  long,  like  our  own;  but  those  which 
are  found  from  time  to  time  are  usually  fragments,  the  stem 
being  rarely  more  than  an  inch  in  lengtL 

Certain  Indians  of  North  America  gave  the  name  tdbak  to  the 
instrument  which  they  used  in  smoking ;  the  Spaniards,  from 
this  fact,  gave  name  to  the  island  of  Tobago ;  and  by  changing 
a  voice  consonant  to  a  voiceless  one,  (or  the  sound  of  ^  to  that 
of  A?,)  we  have  the  term  tobacco.  There  is  strong  evidence  that 
it  was  extensively  used  in  this  neighbourhood  during  the  last 
century.  In  1787,  every  man,  woman,  and  «tlmost  every  boy 
and  girl,  in  the  village  of  Formby,  smoked  at  nearly  all  hours 
and  in  all  places.  Every  person  who  came  to  the  vestry  to 
speak  to  the  minister  came  with  the  pipe  in  his  mouth,  and 
it  appeared  an  affectation  of  singularity  to  be  without  it.  The 
reason  which  they  assigned  for  the  prevalence  of  the  custom 
was,  that  many  years  before,  a  ship  laden  with  tobacco  had 
been  stranded  on  the  adjoining  sands,  and  that  the  large 
quantity  procured  from  the  wreck,  by  the  country  people,  had 
wedded  them  all  to  the  habit*  But  the  cause  probably  lay 
deeper  than  this,  and  belonged  to  philosophy  rather  than  to 
history.  At  the  date  assigned,  the  marshes  of  the  Alt  were 
undrained;  Martin-mere  and  other  shallow  pools  occupied 
the  long  and  dreary  flat  without  any  suitable  egress ;  so  that 
the  fenny  exhalations  produced  a  natural  craving,  such  as  is 
gratified  by  opium-eating  in  some  of  our  eastern  shires,  or  by 
frequent  smoking  of  tobacco  in  Holland. 

In  my  boyhood  I  was  familiar  with  the  Oospel  Sonnets  of 
the  Eev.  Ealph  Erskine — one  of  the  godly  men  of  Scotland 
about  130  years  ago,  though  actually  a  native  of  England — 
and  they  contain  two  citrious  poems  on  the  same  subject. 


* Jnformatioii  commanicated  by  the  late  Bev,  Robert  Cort,  of  Kirkby. 
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•'Smoking  spiritualized.'*     I  may  be  permitted  to  quote  a 
few  stanzas  from  one  of  tbem  in  a  note.* 

The  cigar-case  and  tobacco-pipe  of  our  own  days  have  quite 
set  aside  the  snnfiT-boxes  of  our  grandsires,  though  the  process 
of  SBuff-taking  is  still  common  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 
At  the  Mayor's  dinner  parties  in  our  Town  Hall,  a  large  silver 
snuflf-box  with  feet  is  occasionally  passed  round  the  table,  and 
tradition  affirms  that  it  is  the  actual  tobacco-box  of  the  last  ot 
the  previous  century.  It  is  not  impossible  that,  in  illustratioii 
of  the  cycles  of  fashion,  it  may  yet  return  to  its  original  tise. 

Surprise  is  often  expressed  that  the  use  of  tobacco  waa  so 
general  before  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century ;  that  it  sprung 
into  popularity  with  such  rapidity.  But  there  are  many  ex- 
amples of  new  substances  attaining  a  rapid  and  extensive 
popularity,  and  a  secondary  or  acquired  appetite  sometimes 
takes  a  firm  hold  of  individuals.  We  have  an  illustration  of 
it  in  our  own  age,  and  in  the  case  of  tobacco.  It  is  not  much 
more  than  about  fifty  years  since  it  was  introduced  among  the 
people  of  New  Zealand,  yet  in  twelve  or  fifteen  years  it  had 
become  almost  a  necessary  of  life.  The  following  quotation 
is  interesting : — - 

"  The  tribe  were  getting  ready  for  a  war  expedition,  and  my  friend 
was  filling  cartridges  from  a  fifty-pound  barrel  of  gunpowder,  pooring 
the  ganpowder  into  the  cartridges  with  Lis  hand,  and  smoking  his 
pipe  at  the  time ;  as  I  have  seen  the  natives  doing  fifty  times  since. 
A  spark  fell  into  the  cask,  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  he 
was  roasted  alive  in  a  second.  I  have  known  three  other  accidents  of 
the  same  kind  from  smoking  while  filling  cartridges.     In  one  of  these 


t  This  iBdiaa  weed,  now  wlthefd  ^nite, 
Tbongh  green  at  noon,  cnt  down  at  night, 
Shows  thy  deeaj} 
▲U  flesh  is  ha7 : 

That  tldak— and  nsdki  lobMoo. 

The  piye,  so  Hly-Uke  and  weak, 
Poes  thns  thy  mortal  state  bespeakt 

Thoa  axt  e'en  each. 

Gone,  with  a  touch  I 

Thus  think^-«nd  smote  tobaooo. 

And  when  the  smoke  aaeends  on  hich. 
Then  tiuw  behold'st  the  Tanity 


Of  woildly  stall; 
Gone,  with  a  puff  I 

Thns  think— and  smoke  totaaoeo. 

And  when  the  pipe  grows  foal  within. 
Think  on  thy  sool  defiled  with  sin ; 

For  then  the  fire 

Itdoesre^pdre: 

Thns  think   and  smoke  tobaeeo. 

And  see'st  the  ashes  east  away. 
Then  to  thyself  thoa  mayeet  say- 
That  to  the  dosi 
Betam  thoa  most : 

That  think— and  tAbdM  totaeoo* 
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accidents  three  lives  were  lost  and  many  injured ;  and  I  really  do  be- 
lieve that  the  certainty  of  death  will  not  prevent  some  of  the  natives 
from  smoking  for  more  than  a  given  time.  I  have  often  seen  infants 
refuse  the  mother's  breast  and  cry  for  the  pipe  till  it  was  given  to 
them ;  and  dying  natives  often  ask  for  a  pipe,  and  die  smoking.'** 

I  will  now  exhibit  some  interesting  forms  of  the  tobacco- 
pipe,  following,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  chronological  order : — 

"""  A^merican  pipe  now 
sts  of  two  indepen- 
and  the  stem ;  but 
long  the  Indians  of 
i  more  ancient  ones 
iece,  like  ours.  One 
3  is  given  here.  A 
,  which  had  grown 
upon  an  old  grave 
^near  Thunder  Bay, 

Pip.  ftom  Thunder  Bay.  MichigaU,    WftS 

blown  down ;  and  the  pipe  was  found  in  the  deposit  below 


MoqviPlp*. 

its  roots.  It  is  of  fine-grained  yellowish 
pottery,  resembling  terra-cotta;  but  less 
baked  and  less  finely  tempered.!  The  Moqui 
Indians,  a  pastoral  tribe  of  New  Mexico, 
possess  a  peculiar  form  of  pipe,  nearly 
straight,  to  which  some  of  our  modern  ones 
appear  to  be  an  approximation.^  But  the 
most  noted  example  of  the  prevalent  taste,  as 
well  as  of  skill  in  the  manufacture,  is  one    pipeBowLtafonnof 

anIdoL 


•  Old  New  Zealand,  pp.  37,  38. 
t  Schoolcraft,  I.,  74  ;  PI.  viii. 


t  Schoolcraft,  IV.,  PI.  vii. 
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which  is  found  in  the  form  of  an  idoL  It  is  eleven  inched 
high ;  the  orifice  forming  the  bowl,  and  that  for  the  insertion 
of  the  shank,  are  both  in  the  back ;  and,  when  discovered,  it 
was  seated  on  the  top  of  a  high  rock.* 

2.  English, — ^Annexedisasupposed  Elizabethan  pipe(a),firom 

the  style  of  which  it  has  been 
V  inferred  that  it  was  manufac- 
tured in  Shropshire.  Thenext  (6) 
is  of  the  same  ^^. 
date,  but  smaU  ^^>v 

in  siza     The  \  V^ . 

third  speci-    ^•^i^ 
(a)  EiiMb«tiiaa  pum.  mcu  (c)  is  from  ^— ^t^ 

(I)  EUnbathaa  Pip*. 

Duffield,  and  is  ascribed  to  the  same  period.  The         *»"  *»• 
specimen  (d)  is    from    Broseley,    and 
bears  the  date  1600, 

Connected  with  the  reigns  of  James 
and  Charles  I.,  or  extending  through  the 


1 


:ci 


(c)  From  DvOUlUL 


(d)  From  Biotetoy. 

first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century,  we  have  the  following. 
First  (e),  whose  date  is  fixed  inferentially, 
and  four  others  (/)  from  ancient  prints, 
■  whose  dates  range  over  ten  or  eleven 
WT«i:^«n«iLorchi«ie.L  yeaTs.  To  thcso  may  be  added  a  very 
ciuious  one  (g),  with  an  anchor,  and  something  like  a  pile  of 
bullets  over  the  letters,  S.  T. 

•  Schoolcri^t,  L,  PI.  xiii. 
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a 


^ 
m 


1630. 

1632. 
1640. 


■  1641. 

(/)  FOnna  firom  Fxlnti. 

The  following  belong  to  the  period  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  Charles  II.     A  barrel- 
shaped    specimen    (h)    from 
Broseley ;  and  five  specimens  i 
(J)  mainly  from  tradesmen's  ] 
tokens.       Another      barrel- 
shaped  pipe  (k),  but  without  wTr<mBr.ui^ 

Qa  date,  is  evidently  of  the  same 
^         — 1650.    period;    it    is    from    Devonshire. 
^^  The  next  three  examples  are  from 

V  1666.    Broseley,   and 

n        1  ^     are  all  dated, 

VL  ''''-    viz.  (0  1675; 

cJSr      *      -i-U  1668.    (m)  1681 :  (n)       ">  '«"i>«™»*^ 
M===a  1669. 


U)   Ftom  TntdeBntBt  TiAeni,  *<•. 


1685. 


I  1 

(0  FlAtaL.  (M)  Onumentcd.  (n)Larce. 
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The  pipes  of  the  reign  of  William  IIL  exhibit  longer  bowls'^ 
and  were  probably  brought  to  this  country  by  the  Dutch 
soldiers.  They  are  found  on  the  scenes  of  his  battles  in 
Ireland,  and  near  the  place  of  his  embarkation  at  Hoylake  ; 
but  at  some  distance  from  the  site  of  the  submerged  settle- 
ment at  Meols.  Three  specimens  (o, 
)p,  and  q)  are  shown 
here.  But  the  bar- 
rel-shaped pipes 
were  not  super- 
seded, as  is  evident 
firom  a  dated  speci-  <»■»*«)  tm^whumb  m. 

(•)TcaqpuWmiaiiim.  .  ^ 

men  (r) ;   and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  these  were  of  native 


manufacture,  and 
ones  from  Holland, 
men  (s)  from  Brose- 
the  same  period. 
Broseley(0,slightly 
exhibits  the  date,  1696. 


the  long-bowled 
Anundatedspeci- 
ley,  is  probably  of 
Another  from 
differing  in  shape. 


(«)  BroMl«7-  (0  BroMley. 

Of  the  eighteenth  century  pipes,  there  is  a  Broseley  speci- 
men (v)  dated  1729  ;  and  by  the  side  of  it  we  may  place  an 

undated  specimen  (w),  evidently 

I   more  modem  than  most  of  the 

others.    This  is  from  the  same 

^  place.  The  last  specimens  under 

tins  head   are  two  (x  and  y) 

(.)Broi«iey.  jjj  which  tho  bowl  and  stem 

form  an  imusually  obtuse  angle  with  each  other. 
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(»)  Broscley. 


3.  Irish. — ^Brass  tobacco-pipes    are    sometomes    found   in 
Ireland,  and  there  are  thirteen  specimens  in  the  collection 


(r)  Undated,  obtoM  Angled.  (y) 

of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy.  They  are  of  the  nsnal  size, 
formed  in  two  parts,  and  brazed  together.  The  adjoining 
exaniple  is  from  the  cut  in  Dr.  Wilde's  Catalogue,  and  the 
junction  is  very  visible  in  both  the  bowl  and  the  stem.    The 


BnsR  Tobaeeo-P1p0. 

date  assigned  to  this  is  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
and  it  is  supposed  to  be  of  Flemish  workmanship. 

There  were  quaint  tobacco-boxes  introduced  into  this 
country  about  the  same  time,  no  doubt  from  various  parts  of 
the  Low  Countries.  One,  in  my  own  possession,  is  of  brass, 
tinned  within  ;  it  is  oval  in  shape,  of  about  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness, and  has  a  chain  attached  near  the  hinge  for  suspending 
it  over  the  arm.    It  is  covered  with  engraving  both  on  top 
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and  bottom,  which  may  be  r^arded  as  a  specimwi  of  Dutch 
wit  and  sentiment  On  the  lid,  the  upper  half  of  the  ellipse 
is  occupied  by  five  persons,  including  a  fisherman,  who  has 
ensnared  a  woman  in  a  net.  In  ovals  underneath,  they  speak 
in  Dutch  respectively  as  follows  : — 

Woman, — Although  I  seem  frightened,  I  allow  myself  to  be  taken. 

Fisherman, — ^This  trick  has  been  well  planned,  and  I  hare  brought 
the  fish  in  mj  net. 

'  Oentleman, — Fisherman,  if  yon  get  many  'such  fish,  you  may  feell 
dome  of  it  to  me. 

Ifo7ik. — If  I  had  such  fish  to  eat  in  my  monastery,  it  would  make  me 
forget  meat. 

Cripple, — Father,  such  fish  has  been  the  cause  that  I  walk  on 
crutches. 

On  the  bottom  of  the  box  three  men  support  a  log  of  wood 
^11  their  shoulders ;  and  there  occur  the  three  lines — 

Here  am  I  carrying  the  burden  which  every  man  mast  carry. 
If  every  one  would  carry  his  own  burden,  it  would  be  the  best ; 
For  every  one  will  have  enough  to  cany  at  the  List 

These  sentiments  are  probably  supposed  to  be  uttered  by 
the  three  men  respectively. 

4.  Anglo-American. — In  1764  a  medal  was  struck  in  Eng- 
land, apparently  for  presentation  to  the  chiefs  among  the 
American  Indians.  The  obverse  has  the  profile  and  inscrip- 
tion similar  to  those  on  our  coins ;  but  the  reverse  represents 
a  British  officer  seated  beside  an  Indian  imder  a  spreading 
tree.  The  town  aud  harbour  of  New  York  appear  in  the  back^ 
groimd.  The  Indian  holds  in  his  hand 
a  long  pipe ;  and  the  legend  is,  '*  Hap- 
py when  united."  The  ring  for  sus- 
pension is  formed  by  a  pipe  crossed  by  , 
the  wmg  of  a  bird  ;  and  the  fOrm  of  rrtmihtoeofg^waHM,mL 
the  pipe  is  shown  hera  It  exhibits  a  junction  like  that  of 
the  brass  pipe  from  Ireland.    . 


orK  appearm  tne  oacK 
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The  remarks  following  are  Mr.  Smith's : — 

The  smoking-pipes  include  many  of  the  forms  in  use  from 
early  English  time  downward,  those  of  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  centuries  predominating,  and  comprising  two  or 
three  of  the  most  limited  capacity  ever  found  in  this  coimtry, 
and  which  are  not  imlikely  to  have  been  used  for  inhaling  the 
fumes  of  narcotics,  &c.,  long  anteriorly  to  the  introduction  of 
tobacco*  into  the  British  Isles,  at  whatever  time  this  may  prove 
to  have  taken  place ;  for  at  present  the  date  is  undetermined. 

It  has  been  erroneously  supposed  that  the  site  of  William 
of  Orange's  camp  off  Hoylake  supplied  these  smaller  forms  of 
pipe,  which  are  imiversally  allowed  to  be  the  oldest;  the 
mistake  has  doubtlessly  arisen  in  the  general  application  of 
this  quite  modem  name  to  the  whole  neighbourhood,  inclusive 
of  several  ancient  hamlets,  one  of  which.  Great  Meols,  is  the 
true  locality  of  the  earliest  shapes,  see  figs.  1, 2,  3.  Examples 
with  more  capacious  bowls,  and  pointed  spur  or  keel,  are  foimd 
near  or  on  the  supposed  site  of  the  camp ;  these,  however, 
bear  no  stamp,  private  mark,  or  initials  of  the  potter,  whilst 
those  turned  up  at  Great  Meols  generally  are  foimd  to  possess 
one  of  the  threa  On  old  pipes  throughout  this  couAtry 
dates  are  rare,  and  the  occurrence  of  a  potter's  name  in  full 
infrequent,  only  one  appearing  here.  It  bears  the  short  name 
of  John  Hunt,  but  the  very  limited  space  occasions  its  division 
into  three  lines,  PL  XXXI.,  fig.  3.  This  manufacturer  had 
evidently  good  sale  for  his  ware,  specimens  of  which  have  been 
found  in  many  distant  counties.  Judging  from  the  formation 
of  the  letters,  we  should  say  he  lived  temp,  Cromwell  and 
Charles  II. 

Pipe-making  had  commenced  at  Broseley,  in  Staffordshire, 
before  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  The  raw  material 
then,  as  now,  was  the  fine  white  clays  of  Devon  and  Cornwall, 


♦  Fm/6"  Notes  on  Clay  Pipes,**  &c^  Trans.  Hist.  Soc.  Lane  and  Chesh, 
Session,  1859 — 60. 
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and  the  manufacture  ia  thus  described  by  Mr.  Thursfield,  a 

laige  local  collector.* 

"  Pipe-making,  in  the  early  days  of  its  introduction,  was  a 
very  diflferent  matter  from  what  it  is  now.  Then  the  greater 
part  of  the  manipulation  was  performed  by  the  master,  and 
twenty  or  twenty-four  gross  was  the  largest  quantity  ever 
burned  in  one  kiln.  This  required  from  fiifteen  cwt  to  a  ton 
of  coaL  Each  pipe  rested  on  its  bowl,  and  the  stem  was 
supported  by  rings  of  pipeclay  placed  one  upon  the  other  as 
the  kiln  became  filled;  the  result  was  that  at  least  twenty 
per  cent,  were  warped  or  broken  in  the  kiln.  At  the  present 
time  the  preliminary  preparations  of  the  clay  are  performed 
by  men,  but  the  most  delicate  part  is  almost  entirely  in- 
trusted to  the  hands  of  women.  The  pipes  are  placed  in 
suggers,  to  be  burned  after  the  Dutch  mode ;  and  from  350 
to  400  gross  in  one  kiln  is  not  an  uncommon  quantity.  The 
breakages  at  the  present  day  amoxmt  to  not  more  than  one 
per  cent.,  and  the  quantity  I  have  named  requires  no  more 
than  from  eight  to  ten  tons  of  coal  for  burning." 

The  smallness  of  the  pipe-mouth  necessitated  the  constant 
use  of  stoppers,  which  were  manufactured  of  different  sub- 
stances, and  in  great  variety  of  form.+  They  were  often 
attached  to  the  person ;  but  do  not  appear  to  have  been  much 
noticed  by  antiquaries  or  others,  probably  in  the  latter  case 
from  their  use  being  unknown.  When  met  with,  they  are 
mostly  of  brass,  of  which  metal  our  example  (fig.  6)  is  made. 
It  is  one  of  the  earliest  known  forms,  and  represents  a  soldier 
habited  in  the  latest  fashion  of  plate  armour,  temp,  James  I., 
supporting  by  the  right  hand  a  long  pipe  of  some  kind. 

Subjoined  are  the  pipe-potter's  marks  we  have  been  able  to 
decipher  upon  examples  in  our  local  collections :  J — 

lOH 

Within  a  plain  circle,  nhv 

NT 


♦  «  Old  Broselejrs,"  The  Reliquary, 
Vol.  III.,  p.  81. 

t  A  number  of  these  curiouaarticles 
are  engraved  in  Fairholfs  "  Tobacco 
and  its  Associations.** 
^   X  Fourteen  pipes,  in  addition  to 


these,  were  discovered  in  1862  (see 
Part  II.,  Addenda)^  of  which  seven 
are  supposed  to  be  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  and  seven  of  the  seventeenth. 
The  only  new  marks  which  they  sup- 
ply are  bd,  eb,  ra. 
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Within  a  dotted  circle,  ab. — h — ^IB — ^im — KV. — a  Bpng   of 
tobacco  plant  between  them — S.R. — tp— 

B£N 

"Within  a  plain  square,  ^^^^ — t.h. — 

LEGU 

Within  a  dotted  heart,  GC — 

Within  a  dotted  arch,  A.C. — IB — ^IL — lu — 


XXXVII.— ANIMAL  REMAINS.— Platb  XXXn, 

We  are  not  yet  sufficiently  informed  to  be  able  to  enumerate, 
witliout  exception,  what  animals  possessed  the  earth  with  man 
in  these  countries  during  the  historic  period;  but  careful 
researches  of  late  have  enabled  us  to  advance  the  question  a 
few  steps  nearer  to  solution.  That  he  used  the  inferior  ani- 
mals at  an  early  period  for  food  and  clothing  is  certain ;  and, 
as  tillage  was  little  understood  and  less  practised  during  the 
paucity  of  population,  animal  food  was  used  in  much  larger 
proportions  than  at  present.  In  some  extensive  districts  in 
South  America,  flesh  is  the  traveller's  only  food,  almost  without 
a  single  specimen  of  vegetable  food,  even  by  way  of  variety. 
'  Hence,  wherever  we  find  traces  of  human  habitation,  we 
may  expect  to  find  bones,  horns,  teeth,  &c. ;  and  in  some 
instances,  as  at  Eichborough,  the  remains  are  peculiar,  £is  we 
trace  the  Jlomans  by  their  moimds  of  oyster-sheUs. 

Animal  remains  are  foimd  in  two  conditions — ^viz.  (1),  in  a 
natural  state,  and  (2),  manufactured;  and  not  unfrequently 
they  are  foimd  in  both  these  conditions  at  any  one  place, 

1. — In  the  Natural  State. 

In  recording  what  has  been  found  in  this  locality,  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  do  more  than  to  arrange  in  catalogue  form 
the  remains  which  have  come  to  light.  We  must  premise  that 
the  general  fauna  differs  in  no  important  respect  fix)m  that  of 
any  neighbouring  district;   and  also  that  we  only  think  it 
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necessary  to  notice  here  the  remains  of  such  creatures  as  have 
been  brought  into  immediate  contact  with  our  own  species. 

(1.)  Man.  {Homo  sapiens) — ^As  these  have  been  more  care- 
fully deposited  than  the  remains  of  inferior  animals,  so  they 
are  of  less  frequent  occurrence ;  but  skeletons  in  whole  or  in 
part  are  occasionally  found,  not  at  the  site  of  the  ancient 
burying-ground,  but  protruding  from  the  black  eartL 

(2.)  The  Irish  Elk.  {Megaceros  Hibemicus,) — I  do  not  know 
on  what  authority  the  remains  of  this  creature  have  been  identi- 
fied, but  I  have  been  told  that  they  were  so  by  Mr.  Smith. 

(3.)  Eed  Deer.  (Cerws  daphus) — ^This  animal  was  formerly 
abundant  in  England,  but  now  exists  in  small  numbers,  except 
in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  It  was  the  principal  object  of 
the  chase  in  Ireland  in  ancient  times,  but  is  almost  unknown 
there  also.  Very  fine  antlers,  dug  up  in  the  neighbourhood, 
are  in  the  possession  of  Greneral  the  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Oust,  of 
Leasowe  Castle. 

(4)  Roe  Buck.  {Cervus  capreolus) — This  animal  is  sup- 
posed to  be  of  late  introduction,  if  actually  introduced  fix>m 
other  lands ;  for  from  a  certain  date  it  became  known,  and 
since  that  time  the  red  deer  has  diminished  in  numbers. 

(5.)  Fallow  Deer.  {Cervus  dama,) — ^This  animal  is  men- 
tioned to  allow  the  opportunity  of  saying  that,  so  far  as  I  know, 
its  remains  have  not  been  met  with  here. 

(6.)  {Bos  primigenius) — Horns  and  skulls  of  this  animal 
exist  in  the  Free  Public  Museum,  and  a  fine  skull  of  it  is  in 
the  possession  of  Sir  Edward  Cust.  One  or  two  others  have 
also  been  procured  at  Wallasey.  It  is  supposed  by  Professor 
Owen,  that  the  animal  was  in  all  probability  identified 
with  a  race  of  cattle  spoken  of  by  Caesar,  which  was  not 
much  inferior  to  the  elephant  in  size,  and  diflTered  from  all 
domestic  cattle  by  the  great  strength  and  expansion  of  its 
horns.  The  following  table  shows  the  size  of  a  specimen  from 
the  Cheshire  shore,  as  conipared  with  one  taken  from  Owen's 
^British  Fossil  MammcUs  and  Birds,  pp.  501,  502. 
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Skull  firom  WaIUM7,  SkoU  from  Aihol, 

in  the  liTerpool  Ftea  in  the 

Public  Maseam.  British  Masenm. 

FMt         Inches  FmL  InehM. 

Length  of  SkuU    2  4  3  0 

Span  between  tips  of  horn  cores  2  5  8  6 

Carve  of  horn,  Outside  2  4  —  — 

„        „         Inside 1  10  —  — 

Oirth  of  base  of  horn  cores 13  —  — 

Breadth    of  forehead   be-  (  Greatest  1  0 ) 

tween  the  horns    (Least  0  7} 

Length  of  series  of  nppper  molar  teeth  0  7               0  6} 

Width  between  the  orbits 0  11}  —  — 

(7.)  {Bos  longifrons) — This  animal,  like  the  preceding  one, 
is  extinct ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  existed  within 
historic  times,  viz.,  at  the  period  of  the  Romans.  It  is  called 
the  Small  Fossil  Ox,  by  way  of  distinction  from  the  Bosprimi- 
genius,  or  Great  Fossil  Ox.  The  large  skull  shown  on  Plate 
XXXII.  belongs  to  it  Small  as  the  horns  are  in  this  speci- 
men, it  is  supposed  that  the  head  is  that  of  a  bull ;  for  other 
specimens  found  on  the  shore,  and  portions  of  which  are  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Ecroyd  Smith,  and  other  gentlemen,  are 
smaller  in  size.  The  dimensions  of  the  one  on  our  plate  are 
given  in  the  following  table,  which  also  shows  for  comparison 
the  size  of  another,  probably  that  of  a  female ;  the  account  of 
which  is  taken  from  Owen,  as  before. 

SkuD  from  Wallu^,  SIniU  In  Hmitertan 

in  Liverpool  Fro*  Moscimi,  London, 

Puhlio  MoMnm.  from  Ixuh  Bog. 

InchM.         Llneti  Inchai.        Llnei. 

Length  of  Sknll    20  0  -^  — 

„        „        from  supra-occipitaU  ^  ^  8  0 

ridge  to  nasal  bones I 

Breadth  of  Skull betweenrootsof  horns  5  6  5  0 

„       „    between  middle  of  orbits  7  0  6  9 

Circmnference  of  base  of  horn  core  ...  5  4  4  0 

Length  of  horn  core,  following  out- )  y  lo  4  o 

ward  curvature / 

Span  of  horn  cores  from  tip  to  tip 9  5  12  0 

„           „        at  widest  expansion  12  0  —  — 

Lengthof  series  of  upper  molars 5  5  —  — 
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(8.)  Wild  Boar.  (Sus  scrofa.) — The  tusks  of  this  animal 
are  abundant  near  many  of  the  Soman  stations ;  and  in  the 
reigns  of  our  early  Plantagenet  kings  it  ranged  the  woods  of 
England  in  large  numbers. 

(9.)  The  Horse.  (Equus  cahallvs) — ^This  animal  was  known 
to  the  aucient  Britons,  as  it  drew  the  war-chariots  of  the 
monarchs  who  opposed  the  invasion  of  the  Bomans.  From 
the  remains  found  on  the  Cheshire  shore,  near  Hilbre  island, 
it  has  been  inferred  that  the  local  horse  of  other  days  was 
small,  and  akin  to  the  modem  pony.  Various  facts  lead  us  to 
the  same  inference,  as  (1)  that  many  of  our  native  breeds 
were  and  are  still  small,  as  the  shelty  (Shetland  pony), 
raghery  (Eathlin  pony),  and  hobby  (ancient  Irish  horse) ;  (2) 
that  the  size  of  the  chariot  is  that  adapted  to  small  animals, 
e.  g.,  the  Eoman  wheel  in  Shrewsbury  Museum ;  (3)  that  the 
same  fact  is  shown  in  ancient  illustrations  on  comparing  the 
size  of  men  and  horses. 

(10.)  The  Dog.  (Cants  familiaris.) — ^The  remains  of  this 
animal  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

(11.)  The  Wolf.  (Canis  lupus) — ^The  remains  are  of 
frequent  occurrence,  showing  that  the  animal  abounded  in 
the  Cheshire  forests. 

(12.)  The  Sheep.    {Ovis  aries.) — Eemains  frequent 

(13.)  (Cetacean),  Bib  of — ^This  was  found  in  the  excavations 
of  Wallasey  Pool,  and  is  described  by  Mr.  Moore.* 

(14.)  Birds. — ^The  bones  of  these  are  frequently  found,  but 
it  is  dif&ciilt  to  say  whether  the  animals  were  used  as  food  by 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  seashore,  or  whether  they  are 
the  remaias  of  those  which  were  destroyed  in  the  usual  way 
in  more  recent  times.  The  object,  Plate  XXXIL,  fig.  4, 
appears  to  be  the  upper  part  of  the  bill  of  a  snipe,  and  was 
evidently  used  as  a  sort  of  rude  piercer. 

•  Trans.  Hist  Soc,  VII.,  265. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


animal  remains.  351 

2. — In  the  Manufactured  State. 

Of  those  which  bear  traces  of  the  hand  of  man,  the  follow- 
ing may  be  mentioned — > 

(1.)  The  little  object  in  ivory,  Plate  XV.,  fig.  13,  is  of  course  of 
foreign  origin ;  itisreferredtoamongthependentobjects,  page  164. 

(2.)  The  hair-pins  or  piercers,  Plate  XXII.,  figs.  6,  9.  These 
are  alluded  to,  page  225,  and  both  appear  to  have  been  parts 
of  the  leg-bone  of  a  sheep. 

(3.)  Pig.  3.  A  boar's  tusk,  showing  traces  of  carving  by 
means  of  cross  lines.  The  tusk  of  the  boar  was  frequently 
used  for  suspension,  and  was  employed  with  more  or  less  of 
decoration.  One  found  at  Eichborough  had  an  ornamental 
piece  of  brass  attached  to  it,  and  it  had  probably  been  worn  as 
a  trophy  of  the  chase.  An  engraving  of  it  is  given,  Antiquities 
of  Eichborough,  110,  and  also  Transactions  of  Historic  Society, 
VII.,  227.  A  similar  tusk  is  seen  (fig.  /  in  the  Leicester 
objects,)  with  two  holes  near  the  top  for  suspension,  and  its  sides 
bevelled  or  squared  throughout.  Another  has  been  alluded  to 
under  the  head  of  ear-rings,  page  251. 

(4)  The  object  shown,  tig.  5,  appears  to  have  been  squared 
at  the  lower  end,  and  is  cylindrical  elsewhere.  It  bears  a  very 
close  resemblance  to  the  harp-pins  in  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy, 
several  of  which  were  discovered  in  a  crannoge  at  Strokestown, 
one  of  which  is  figured  in  Wilde's  Catalogue,  page  340. 

(5.)  Bone  Whistle,  fig.  6.  This  is  somewhat  similar  to  one 
which  was  foimd  among  Eoman  remains  at  Leicester  (fig.  c,  on 
the  woodcut  of  Leicester  objects),  except  that  it  is  broken  off 
a  little  beloW  the  hole  or  ventage. 

(6.)  Fig.  7.  This  appears  to  be  a  portion  of  a  knife-handle, 
though  it  is  difiicult  to  say  what  purpose  it  actually  served. 
No  inference  can  be  drawn  respecting  its  age  from  its  style  of 
ornamentation ;  for  the  circle  and  centre  ornament  was  common 
in  almost  every  age,  and  is  found  in  almost  every  country. 

(7.)  Mr.  Smith  possesses  a  hammer  ingeniously  manufac- 
tured out  of  a  deer*8  horn,  but  it  is  not  figured  here. 
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(8.)  He  also  possesses  a  ring  of  bone,  consistiiig  of  a  circle 
roughly  sawn  off.  It  has  been  broken,  but  exhibits  vtry 
plainly  the  original  design  and  rude  execution. 

(9.)  Lea4Jur. — This  has  been  found  not  only  in  connection 
with  the  strap-tags  treated  of  at  page  116,  and  specially 
alluded  to  page  123,  but  one  or  two  long  straps  like  bridle- 
reins  have  been  discovered.  They  were,  however,  mixed  up 
with  the  modem  sand  and  loam,  and  with  some  paving-stones, 
in  a  place  which  the  country  people  declare  was  the  remains 
of  a  farm-yard.  The  remains  of  shoe-soles  have  also  been 
foimd  apparently  very  ancient  They  possessed  strong  cha- 
racteristics of  the  class  which  the  shoemaker  calls  "rights 
and  lefts,"  being  very  much  pointed.  That  the  arrangement 
by  which  shoes  were  adapted  to  the  two  feet  respectively  is  no 
modem  innovation,  may  be  seen  from  a  notice  in  Shakspeare.* 
A  smith  is  represented  as  standing — 

With  open  month  swallowiog  a  tailors  news ; 
Who,  with  his  shears  and  measure  in  his  hand. 
Stood  on  his  slippers,  which  his  nimble  haste 
Had  falsely  thrust  upon  contrilry  feet 
For  the  sake  of  comparison,  a  few  illustrations  may  be 
given    of   animal    substances    in    a 
manufactured  state,  which  have  been 
found    among    antiquities    in    other 
parts  of  the  coimtry.    The  adjoining 
figure  represents  apiece  of  horn,  seven- 
eighths  of  an  inch  broad,  with  points 
of  brass-wire   at  its  top  and  sides. 
It'was  foimd,  with 
numerous     other 
objects,  in  a  grave 
at  KingstonDown 
in  Kentf     The 
next    exhibits    a  Bone.far«up«n*«. 


Hmtd,  wltli  BnuM-wJbrt  Points. 


*  King  John,  iv.  2. 


I      t  Inv.  Sep.,  41. 
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rude  piece  of  bone,  the  amount  of  manipulation  on  which 
consists  in  its  having  a  hole  drilled  in  it.  Through  this,  one 
of  the  knotted  rings,  explained  elsewhere,  of  brass,  has  beeu 
passed,  and  it  is  prepared  for  suspension.  It  was  found,  with 
numerous  interesting  articles,  in  a  woman's  grave.''^  The  next 
object  was  one  of  those  found  along  with  it.    It  is  of  ivory,  and 


iToxy  Annilla. 


appears  to  have  been  part  of  an  armilla  or  bracelet. 

The  group  of  objects  shown  here  has  been  alluded  to  twice 


Animal  Bemains,  from  Laieester. 

already,  but  deserves  a  more  explicit  notice.  In  the  to\^Ti  of 
Leicester,  a  Eoman  well  was  discovered,  with  a  lining  of 
strong  wickerwork  to  contain  the  water,  and  to  ke^p  out  the 
surrounding  quicksand.  It  was  about  fourteen  feet  below 
the  present  surface  of  the  ground,  imbedded  in  the  virgin 


•  Inv.  Sep.,  68. 
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soil;  and  abont  two  feet  above  were  traces  of  an  ancient 
surface.  Upon  this  lay  several  articles  rudely  fiwhioned  out 
of  bone,  of  which  seven  are  shown  here.  Fig.  (a)  is  a  ring 
pierced  with  holes,  as  if  for  the  pnipose  of  attaching  it  to 
some  part  of  the  dress.  Kg.  (6)  is  liie  a  modem  knife-handle, 
being  hexagonal  in  form,  and  evidently  squared  with  some 
care ;  but,  as  the  central  perforation  is  large,  it  must  have 
served  some  other  purpose.  Figs,  (d)  and  (e)  are  each  perfo- 
rated in  the  middle,  and  carefully  bevelled  and  chamfeied. 
The  purposes  which  they  seived  are  imknown,  but  probably 
they  wOTe  ornaments  only.  The  central  object  appears  to  be 
a  canine  tooth,  evidently  used  for  suspension. 

XXXVIIL— A  D  D  E  Nl)  A, 
1. — Special  Objects. 
1.  Ancfiors.'^AhoMt  the  year  1847.  a  fi.dherman  feought  to 
light  an  object  whiclj  he  and  his  fellows  regarded  as  lemark- 
ably  curious.  It  was  like  a  portion  of  a  tree  of  white  sand- 
stone, stuck  full  of  shells,  except  that  two  bars  crossed  it  at 
top  and  bot1<im,  of  the  same  material.  It  was  nearly,  the 
thickness  of  a  man's  waist,  and  of  course  was  very  lieavy. 
When  brought  to  the  village  of  Hoylake,  it  was  an  object  of 
great  curiosity;  and -many  weie  the  guesses  made  respecting 
its  name  and  purpose.  By  some  accident,  however,  it  was 
broken  right  across,  and  the  fracture  discovered  a  square  bar 
of  iron  in  the  centre,  with  the  vast  accretion  of  sand  and  rust 
forming  a  thick  coating  round  it.  It  was  then  observed  that 
the  longer  of  the  two  cross-bars  had  something  like  knobs  at 
its  extremities;  and  it  wjgu3  thus  at  oncfe  seen  that  it  was  an 
anchor,  entombed  in  S6md  wh^'ch  it  had  itself  assisted  in 
indurating  into  stone.  It  is  toow  in  the  possession  of  the 
Historic  Society,  and  its  measured  dimensions  are  as  follows : — 

Diameter  of  the  incruBtation   0  9 

Section  of  iron — side  of  square    0  I^ 

Length  of  stem,  about 4  6 

Length  of  head  on  each  side    1  0| 
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Two  otiier  anchors  have  shice  been  dredged  up  in  like 
manner,  and  are  both  preserved  at  Hoylake.  It  would  be 
dangerous  to  offer  a  surmise  respecting  the  age  of  any  of  them, 
for  the  general  form  of  anchor  has  been  known  for  a  long 
time ;  and  there  is  nothing,  in  either  the  anchor  or  the  incrus- 
tation, to  assist  us  in  fixing  the  date.  The  cross-bar  at  the 
top  is  of  iron,  not  of  wood ;  and,  instead  of  being  straight^ 
forms  the  arc  of  a  circle,  like  the  head  or  portion  withi  the 
flukes. 

2.  Buckets, — There  is  a  species  of  wooden  vessel  which  was 
well  known  to  our  ancestors,  for  which  the  modem  name, 

"bucket,"  seems  most  ap- 
propriate. There  is  no 
reason  -to  believe  that  it 
was  not  used  for  ordinary 
domestic  purposes,  in 
whicli  it  possessed  great 
advantage  over  earthen- 
ware vessels.  The  annexed 
example  from  Envermeu, 
in  Normandy,  will  show 
their  general  shape; 
though,  as  in  the  case  of 
implements  of  the  same 
sort  with  ourselves,  they 
differed  in  detail.  In  this 
•  u » ^  x^         i»       A  one  there  is  a  moveable 

Backet  from  Enrennau,  Monn«nd7.  \jm^\j     w"'^  ^ 

drop  handle  ornamented,  and  the  metal  portion  to  which  it  is 
hinged  on  the  body  of  the  vessel  is  also  ornamented,  both  with 
floreated  extremities  and  indented  marks.  The  broad  hoop, 
which  runs  round  in  the  middle,  is  ornamented  like  the  handle  ; 
but  the  bottoms  of  all  the  staves  are  decayed,  the  hoops 
merely  showing  the  form  which  they  assumed. 

In  June,  1760,  a  fragment  of  a  similar  object  was  discovered 
in  one  of  the  Kentish  graves  by  Faussett,  which  he  believed 
was  part  of  a  sctitum  or  sipiare  shield,  the  wood-work  being 
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less  than  half  an  inch  thick.  He  says  that  it  was  '*  a  little  con* 
cave,  in  the  manner  of  an  half  cylinder,  inwards,  that  is,  from 
top  to  bottom,  and  was  covered  all  over  the  outside  with  a 

very  thin  plate  of  brass."  On 
comparing  it,  however,  with 
the  perfect  bucket  given,  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  is  a  portion 
I  of  a  similar  object,  and  that  the 
metallic  ornament  which  re- 
mains, is  the  lower  portion  of 
the  ear  to  which  the  handle 
was  attached.  .  Of  the  four 
studs  which  originally  held  it 
on,  thre3  remain,  and  it  is  evi- 
vnvMnftorAiifio.8«»mBvck0t  deut  that  au  ornamental  hoop 

ran  roimd  under  the  lowest  stud,  as  in  the  French  speciinen. 
It  appears  to  have  been  ornamented 
with  small  pieces  of  brass,  like  a  rab- 
bit or  hare,  with  its  nose  resting  on  its 
forepaws,    and    its   hinder-legs    bent ' 
inwards.     One  of  them  is  shown  here, 
and,  like  the  fragment  of  woodwork       BrtworMmentofBticket 
itself,  is  on  a  scale  of  one-half.     Another  bucket,  in  a  condi- 
tion of  tolerable  completeness,  with  metallic  fastenings  and 

ornaments,  and  a  hook 
on  the  inside,  is  shown 
I  from  Wilbraham,  in 
Cambridgeshire.  M  i:. 
Wright  mentions  a  cu- 
rious example  of  hasty 
conclusion.  The  me- 
tallic rim  of  a  bucket, 
with  triangular  orna- 
ments on  the  top,  like 
those  which  point 
downwards  on  tlie  last 

From  Wilbr  .ham.  Cambrid.c.).i.*..  CTlt,  Rttd  wlth  a  haildle 
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like  that  shown  on  the  first,  was  actually  supposed  to  be  a 
crown,  and  was  engraved  in  connection  with  a  skull  on  which 
it  was  placed.* 

Only  one  object  of  this  class  has  been  found  on  the  Cheshire 
coast,  and  it  contained  no  metal  whatever ;  it  was  in  the  fonn 
of  a  pail,  naiTowing  towards  the  bottom,  and  about  five  inches 
in  diameter,  midway  from  top  to  bottom.  It  consisted  of 
eight  staves,  to  which  the  wooden  hoops  were  attached  by 
pegs ;  each  stave  was  very  thin  near  the  bottom,  and  the  lower 
extremity  presented  a  little  ledge  or  step  inwards,  about 
half  an  inch  high,  on  which  the  bottom  rested.  Two  opposite 
ears  projected  to  the  extent  of  two  inches  and  a  quarter,  each 
of  which  presented  a  shoulder  for  a  wooden  lid,  and  shewed 
marks  of  attrition  by  very  long  use*  It  possessed  proofs  of 
skill  and  workmanship,  though  in  some  respects  it  was  very 
unlike  similar  implements  of  our  own  time*  The  fragments 
are  in  my  own  possession.  Mr.  Wright  suggests  that  one  use 
of  these  vessels  among  our  forefathers  may  have  been  to  carry 
in  the  ale  and  mead,  or  the  wine  into  the  hall,  to  be  served  out 
into  the  drinking-cups  of  the  family  or  guests. 

3.  Bronze  Bowl, — ^Vessels  of  this  kind  were  also  frequently 
foimd,  having  probably  been  used  to  contain  food  upon  the 
tabla  From  the  fact  that  solder  is  used  at  the  handles,  when 
they  possess  any,  they  are  ill  suited  for  standing  fire,  and 
some  are  enamelled  and  otherwise  ornamented  so  as  to  shew 
they  were  never  intended  for  it.  The  Saxon  bowls  were  mostly 
quite  plain,  and  formed  of  thin  hammered  metal,  €Uid  some  of 
them,  as  in  one  or  two  of  the  Faussett  collection,  have  been 
carefully  patched  and  rei)aired.  One  of  these  Saxon  bowls 
has  been  found  on  the  Cheshire  coast ;  it  is  a  very  interesting 
specimen,  apparently  of  pure  copper,  and  has  been  forcibly 
hammered  into  its  present  shape.  Its  dimensions  are  as 
follows : — 

•  Wright's  Essays,  I.,  153. 
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Diameter 9}  inclies. 

Height 2J      „ 

Lip,  tamed  over  horizontally  Of      „ 

Capacity,  or  Content 3    pints. 

Weight 14  onnces. 

It  lias  sustained  a  little  injury,  apparently  by  coming  in 
contact  with  sharp  stones,  but  is,  on  the  whole,  in  a  ftdr  state 
of  preservation.  Unlike  some  of  the  Kentish  examples,  it 
has  no  stamp  impressed  upon  the  bottom,  nor  any  distinguish- 
ing mark  whatever. 

As  a  contrast  to  the  simplicity  of  workmanship  and  fonn 
in  this  one,  we  may  instance  one  of  the  beautiftil  household 
vessels  of  ancient  Ireland.  It  is  nineteen  inches  in  diameter 
at  top,  a  foot  deep,  and  sixty-seven  inches  in  girth.  It  is  com- 
posed of  numerous  pieces  of  thin  bronze,  each  averaging  three 
and  a  quarter  inches  broad,  but  becoming  shorter  as  they 
approach  the  bottom.  The  plates  have  been  hammered,  and 
they  are  united  by  rivets  about  half  an  inch  apart,  with  beauti- 
ful sharp  conical  heads.  Some  were  designed  to  be  ornamental 
only,  as  all  of  them  were  to  some  extent,  for  they  exist  in 
places  where  there  is  no  junction.     In  the  bottom  they  are 

large  and  plain.  The 
lip,  or  upper  margin, 
which  is  two  and  a 
half  inches  broad,  is 
ornamented  by  a 
ispecies  of  corrugation, 
j^and  the  outer  edge  of 
r  it.  next  the  solid  hoop, 
has  a  double  line  of 

Bronte  VmkI  of  BlretedPUtot.  perforations.  ThCTG 

are  solid  bronze  handles,  about  the  size  of  armiUce,  attached 
to  the  rim  by  strong  brazen  staples.*  An  interesting  account 
of  such  vessels,  under  the  head  of  Bronze  Cauldrons,  is  given 
by  Robert  M'Adam,  Esq.,  in  the  Ulster  Journal  of  AreJuBology,^ 

♦  Wilde's  Catalogue,  529,  530.  [     f  Ulster  Journal,  V.  82. 
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2. — ^The  Products  of  a  Single  Year, 
In  the  Reliquary  for  July  of  the  present  year,  there  is  a 
short  article  by  Mr.  Ec)*oyd  Smith,  showing  the  products  of  the 
seashore  of  Cheshire  during  a  single  year — ^viz.,  1862.  His 
enumeration,  which  I  adapt  to  my  own  nrrangement,  will  show 
better  than  any  thing  that  I  could  say,  the  present  produc- 
tiveness of  the  locality.    He  adds  the  following — 

'<  Almost  ail  the  older  objects  of  interest  are  washed  o\U  of  the  beach, 
and,' despite  the  unremitting  care  of  a  local  collector,  no  doubt  many 
escape  uotiee  thro^gh  being  never  wholly  freed  from  the  overwhelming 
Baud,  which  the  continued  underminiug  of  the  bank  debouches  on  the 
shore.  In  the  course  of  time  these  are  buried  under  the  growing  East 
Hoyle,  and  other  sandbanks  ftirther  seaward,  where  doubtlessly  are 
also  entombed  innumerable  relics  of  historic  and  national  interest^  swept 
from  the  n^iinlaud  long  ere  the  remains  attracted  attention.'^ 

It  is  well  known  that,  from  thirty  to  fprty  years  ago,  re- 
mains were  to  be  met  with  in  great  numbers ;  though  but  few 
obtained  about  that  time,  and  for  twenty  years  after,  ^e  known 
to  have  been  preserved. 

1.  Arranged  Chronologically  :— 

j[tonum.—A  brass  coin  of  Carausius;  a  lyre-shaped  fibula;  a 
bronze  pin  and  a  bronzy  buckle,  found  on  HUhre  island. 

Norman  and  Medioevah  (Chiefly  tenth  to  foui-teenth  cen- 
tury.)— ^A  bronze  brooch ;  three  silver  peDuies  of  Edward  I.  or 
IL;  a  brass  pin;  hasps;  nine  tags;  buckle-shanks;  fourteen 
strap  omaiQwtS:^  brasst ;;  nine  buckles,  brass ;  a  broad  arrow  ; 
three  ii*on  knives;  five  fish-hooks;  a  scent-box  or  cofferet; 
part  of  a  xing-brooch ;  four  portions  of  leaden  bx*ooches ;  frag- 
^lent  of  pewter  buckles ;  a  strap-tag.  lead ;  ^  cubical  weight 
or  die,  lead  \  a  cofiTer-handle,  lead  or  pewter ;  two  hasps  or 
fas(^eni,ng3^  of  lead  or  pewter ;  a  sti*ap  ornament ;  a  bone  knife- 
handle^ 

LcUer  English — ^A  silver  coin  of  Elizabeth  pp  Jam^s  L ;  a 
tradesman'^  copper  token,  1667 1  ditto,  1669;  lead  buckle, 
part  of;  coat-link,  brass;  seven  tobacco-pipeSj^  sixt^nth  cen- 
tury ;  seven  ditto,  seventeenth  eentury. 
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2.  Arranged  in  the  order  of  our  Plates : — 
(1.)  Roman  Fiindce.  (Plates  III.  and  IV.) — One,  lyre-shaped, 
bronze,  two  inches  long.     It  wants  the  ocas,  but  is  in  good 
preservation. 

(2.)  Circular  Brooches.  (Plate  V.) — A  fragment  of  lead  or 
pewter  of  diced  pattern,  resembling  those  upon  the  leaden 
chrisniatories  or  collars  worn  by  ecclesiastics  in  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  centuries.  Four  portions  of  other  brooches, 
lead  or  pewter. 

(3.)  Buckle  Brooches,  (Plate  VI.) — One  bronze,  of  peculiar 
form.  It  is  of  Celtic  pattern,  with  serpent-headed  terminations 
recurved  along  the  sides  of  the  brooch.  Between  them  they 
sustain  an  armorial  shield.  Others  of  this 
class,  but  more  circular  in  form,  like  the- 
Irish  types,  have  been  found  on  former 
occasions.  They  are  of  rare  occurrence 
in  England.  Several  consist  of  a  succes- 
sion of  rings,  in  imitation  of  the  bodies  of 
snakes.  • 

8crpent-lie»ded  Brooch. 

(4.)  Buckles  loith  Attachments.  (Plate  VII.) — Several  of  the 
attachments  or  shanks  have  been  found  separate,  and  one  with 
the  buckle  complete.  A  fragment  of  leather  remains  between 
the  plates  of  the  shank. 

(5.)  Buckles.  (Plate  VIII.) — ^Eight  examples  of  brass,  several 
retaining  the  acus ;  portion  of  a  buckle  (?),  lead  or  pewter,  with 
flower-shaped  pattern ;  fragment  of  buckle  (modem),  pe^i«r. 

(6.)  DovUe  BtuMes  and  Hasps.  (Plate  IX.) — A  bronze  double 
buckle,  Eoman,  one  inch  long,  found  at  Hilbre  island.  Two 
hasps  or  clasps  of  lead  or  pewter,  one  ornamented. 

(7.)  Hasps.  (Plate  X.) — Several  of  these  of  various  types,  in- 
cluding three  of  the  mre  kind  indicated  Plate  IX,  figs.  9,  10, 
11,  and  described  page  108; 

(8.)  Tags  or  Strap-ends.  (Plate  XI.) — Nine  brass,  mediaeval. 
One  fead  or  pewter,  ditto. 

(9.)  Strap  Ornaments.  (Plate  XII.) — ^Fourteen  lozenge- 
liaped  pieces  of  brass.     One  of  lead  or  pe\i'ter. 
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(lO.yjronlKnives.  (Plate  XVII.)— Three  blades  from  two 
to  four  inches  long. 

(11.)  Goffer-handles  and  Mouriting,  (Plate  XX.) — ^A  handle, 
of  lead  or  pewter. 

(12.)  Implements  of  War  or  the  Chase.  (Plate  XXL) — A  broad . 
arrow,  two  and  a  fourth  inches  long,  (see  Plate  XXI.,fig.  6.) 

(13.)  Pins,  Tweezer 8y  Jkc,  (Plate  XXIII.) — One  Eoman  pin, 
bronze,  with  hemispherical  head,  one  inch  long.  A  brass  pin, 
mediaeval,  with  flat  circular  head,  two  and  a  half  inches  long. 

(14.)  Fish-hooks,  Bells,  &c.  (Plate  XXVI.)— Five;^fish-hooks, 
iron. 

(15.)  Seals,  Tokens,  and  Coins,    (Plate  XXVII.)— A  scent- 
box  or  coiBTeret,  twelfth  or  thirteenth  century,  with  an  inscrip- 
tion like  that  round  the  rim  of  pilgrims' 
signs,  AJCHOSNJ,  which  has  been  rendered 
thus  : — ^A  J(esus)  CH(ristus)   O(mniuin) 

IS(alvator   N"(azarenus)  J(ud8eonmi).     It 
is  circular  in  form,  one  inch  in  diameter, 
and  a  third  of  an  inch  in  thickness ;  the 
divisions  being  equal,  and  joined  by  hasp 
and  hinge  at  opposite  sides.    The  faces 
are  similar — ^an  open  Saxon  cross  oc- 
cupying  the  centre''  of  each   side,  the  bars  of  which  are 
separated  by  a  pellet  within  an  amulet.*    Eoman  fibulae  of 
the  circular  form  occur  occasionally,  showing  a  hinge  like 
the  hinge  in  this  case,  and   a   fastening  like  the  opposite 
projection.t 

Tradesmen's  Tokens. — Two,  of  copper.  The  first  has  on  the 
Obverse,  Thomas  Knight;  a  roll  of  tobacco  occupying  the 
field.  Reverse.— Oy  Carnakvon,  1667;  1*.  in  the  field.  No 
published  account  of  this  token  appears  to  exist,  and  no 
notice  of  it  is  taken  in  Mr.  Boyne's  recent  treatise.  The  other 
token  has  on  the  Obverse,  Charles  Christian,  and  a  building, 

•  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  Decern-  I  f  Wellbeloyed's  Eburacum,  Plate 
ber,1862,  and  i2e/tguary  for  July,  1863.  I  XVH.,  figs.  1,  4. 
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suj^posed  to  be  Liverpool  Castle,  in  the  field ;  on  the  U^wrsf , 
Grocer  in  Liverpoole  ;  and  in  the  field,  His  Penny,  1669. 

Coins. — ^A  third  bra^s,  of  Camusius,  apparently  a  rare 
example.  Three  silver  pennies  of  Edwaixl  1.  or  II.,  minted  at 
.LondoiL  A  small  silver  coin,  apparently  a  threepenny  piece 
of  Eli:%ibeth  or  James  I. 

(16.)  Miscellaneous  Obfeets  in  MeUd.  (Plates  XXVIII., 
XXIX)— A  cnbe  of  lead,  like  a  die ;  apparently  a  weight  A 
coat-link,  brass,  with  rude  masonic  emblems;  probably 
modem. 

(17.)  Pottery  and  Pipes.  (Plate  XXXI.)— Seven  tobacco- 
pipe  heads,  clay,  sixteenth  century.  Ite  potter's  maiks  ai-e 
ER,  IB,  EA.  Seven  ditto,  seventeenth  century.  Potter's 
marks,  BEN  LEGO,  ED,  IB,  IL 

(18,)  Animal  Renmins.  (Plate  XXXII.) — Bone  knife-handle, 
rudely  ornamented  at  the  part  next  the  blad&-4engtlv  two 
inches. 

Thus  it  appears  that,  dming  a  single  year,  so  many  as 
ninety  objecta  wei-e  recovered  by  the  exercise  of  a  little  atten- 
tion and  observaiion ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  were 
much  more  abundant  in  fcormer  years,  before  the  sea  had 
advanced  ao  far  upon  the  lani  Yet,  before  these  piivate 
collections  began  to  ajssume  form,  it  would  have  been  difficult 
to  show  ninety  objects  altogether,  thoujjh  some  of  theae  were 
of  gieat  value  or  beauty.  For  want  of  such  attention,  anti- 
quarian  objects  in  other  parts  of  the  country  are  lost  almost 
as  readily  as  they  are  foxmd;  no  infoimation  is  gained,  or 
naateriuJs  for  philosophy  furnished;  and  that  which  both 
soa  and  land  had  not  merely  spared,  but  even  preserved,  h 
wantonly  destroyed  by  the  pec^le  of  our  own  age,  professing 
to  occupy  a  position  of  advanced  civilization. 
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I.— POUR  THEORIES, 

The  inquiry  as  to  how  the  articles  came  to  occupy  the 
position  in  which  we  fiad  them,  is  the  most  puzzling  of  all ; 
for  antiquities  are  usually  procured  in  connection  with  some 
limited  period  of  history.  But,  ia  the  present  case,  ranging 
as  they  do  over  1700  years  at  the  least,  the  difficulty  of 
accounting  for  them  is  inci'eased.  It  is  so  great  that  some  of 
oar  most  experienced  antiquaries  have  declined  to  hazard  an 
opinion ;  so  that  perhaps,  without  any  imputation  of  presump- 
tion, one  who  has  lea*=i  archaeological  reputation  to  lose,  may 
be  permitted  to  examine  such  theories  as  have  been  proposed. 
Indeed  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so ;  and  without  such 
inquiry  our  investigations  would  be  incomplete. 

Four  solutions  have  been  attempted;  respecting  the  first 
two  of  which  only  a  few  words  will  be  ne'3essary.  The  whole 
of  the  theories  may  be  briefty  slated  as  follows : — 1st,  Ship- 
wreck ;  2Dd,  Fluvial  Deposit ;  Si'd,  Aquatic  Habitations ;  and 
4th,  Destruction  of  an  Ancient  Settlement. 

1. — Shipwreck. 
It  has  been  suggested  as  a  hypothesis  or  guer»s,  but  without 
any  pretensions  to  the  dignity  of  a  theoiy,  or  a  satisfactory 
explanation,  that  in  some  of  the  numerous  wrecks  which  have 
taken  pljoe  upon  this  coast,  a  collection  of  antiquities  has 
been  lost ;  and  such  facts  are  adduced  as  the  finding  of  guineas 
of  the  reign  of  Chavles  II.,  which  weie  evidei^tly  deposited 
by  the  rupture  of  a  treasuve-chest  at  one  time.*    There  have 

*  Foantl  SSt*d  bopiember,  1834. — ^Transactions  of  the  Historic  Sociely« 
I.,  104, 
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also  been  several  wrecks  of  iinportaace,  one  of  wliicli  was 
that  of  a  ship,  about  1820,  portions  of  the  material  and  cargo 
of  which  were  occasionally  found  until  within  the  last  few  years. 

In  reply  to  this  it  is  only  necessary  to  state,  that  museums 
of  British  antiquities  are  of  modem  growth;  that  modem 
Archseology  is  not  yet  a  quarter  of  a  century  old ;  and  that 
the  idea  of  a  vessel  being  laden  with  any  such  collection  is 
a  gratuitous  assumption,  wholly  imwarranted  by  the  analogies 
of  experience  or  the  records  of  fact. 

But  let  us  suppose  that  such  things  have  been  known ;  and 
that  ships,  with  museimiis  on  board,  have  been  as  common  as 
those  conveying  gold  from  Australia  or  Galifomia.  It  is  still 
necessary  to  explain  how  certain  classes  of  these  objects — ^the 
Koman  ones,  for  example — are  found  at  a  particular  spot,  and 
the  more  modern  articles  in  totally  diflferent  places.  It  will 
be  necessary  still  further  to  show,  why  they  are  not  cast  out 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  deep  water,  but  in  that  which  is  left 
dry  by  the  receding  tide ;  as  weU  as  how  they  are  found  buried 
at  various  depths,  in  that  which  was  recently  arable  ground 
and  not  properly  belonging  to  the  sea.  From  the  position  in 
which  they  are  found,  such  a  wreck  must  have  taken  place 
not  only  within  recent  historic  times,  but  almost  in  our  own* 
day;  that  is  to  say,  since  this  foreshore  was  undermined  and 
had  sunk  beneath  high-water  mark — ^the  date  of  which  occur- 
rence we  happen  to  know.  It  will  be  necessary,  in  like 
manner,  to  accoimt  in  some  other  way  for  the  records  of 
history  and  geography,  which  show  that  the  mediaeval  highway 
roimd  the  peninsula  was  to  seaward  of  the  present  shore  line ; 
and  why  thousands  of  objects,  cast  out  together,  are  found 
singly,  or  perhaps  two  at  a  tima 

Is  not  necessary,  however,  to  adduce  arguments  in  disproof 
of  a  hypothesis  which  has  not  a  single  fact  to  support  it,  and 
which  scarcely  ranges  itself  even  within  the  category  of 
possibilities. 
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i  2. — Fluvial  Deposit. 

On  the  surface  of  John  Mackay's  map  of  1732,  he  indicates 
the  following  as  one  consequence  of  making  the  new  cut,  viz. — 

"  That  y*  land  and  soyle  in  y®  cutt  is  no  less  than  six 
millions  of  solid  yards,  y*  greatest  part  thereof  is  supposed  to 
be  scoured  as  fast  as  possible  towards  Hoyl  Lake  and  y^  Barr." 

Reasoning  from  these  principles,  it  has  been  suggested 
that  these  objects  of  antiquity  were  originally  connected 
with  Chester;  and  that  they  were  carried  down  the  Dee  by 
the  force  of  the  refluent  tide,  and  deposited  in  still  water. 
The  propounder  of  this  hypothesis  seems  to  forget  the  dis- 
tinction between  sand  and  mud,  on  the  one  hand,  which  are 
held  in  suspension  by  the  water,  and  metallic  objects,  on 
the  other,  which  would  sink  at  once  and  become  imbedded 
in  the  yielding  bottom.  It  is  true  that  tha  tidal  scour  has 
been  very  great,  and  that,  as  an  evidence  of  the  force  of  the 
river,  the  Hoyle  bank  has  been  literally  cut  in  two.  Not 
less  than  about  150  millions  of  cubic  yards  of  sand  have  been 
removed ;  a  mass  which  one  may  say  popularly  is  infinitely 
larger  than  all  these  objects  imited.  But  let  us  suppose  that 
these  metallic  objects  were  capable  of  floating,  and  of  obeying 
the  influences  which  loosened,  removed,  and  re-deposited  the 
sand — ^the  hypothesis  is  still  untenable.  For,  the  sand  has  been 
depoA;ed  within  the  ancient  Hoyle  lake,  where  none  of  these 
objects  are  procured ;  and  on  the  sheltered  sides  of  some  of 
the  numerous  banks,  a  position  in  which  none  of  them  are 
known  to  exist.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  found  where  the 
tidal  action  possesses  great  force  from  the  sea :  where  sand 
has  not  been  borne  in  suspension  and  deposited ;  and  in  a 
position  where  some  of  them  might  have  been  imcovered  by 
high  water,  but  could  never  have  been  left  by  an  ebb  tide.  In 
short,  the  sea  did  not  place  the  objects  there,  but  it  displaced 
them:  Neptune  did  not  hide  them,  but  he  assists  at  their 
fiiidinff,  by  disintegrating  the  turf  bog  in  which  hundreds  more 
probably  lie  buried,  and  washing  them  out,  like  the  nuggets  of 
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the  gold-digger,  from  the  surrounding  particles  of  earth.  This 
euppa'ution,  therefore,  is  moiB  than  untmabte,  ^  i^  aimid 
3. — ^Aquatic  Habetations. 
This  theory  supposes  that  in  the  unsettled  condition  of 
several  of  the  earlier  ages,  the  huts  of  the  inhubitttnt3  were 
ercot^d  over  the  wa1«r,  and  at  some  distance  irom  the  land ; 
thei-e  was  thus  a  tidal  moat  interposed  between  them  and 
enemies  from  the  land,  while  attack  fn)m  the  sea  was  less 
probabla  To  a  modified  extent,  as  we  shall  see,  this  suppo- 
sition  may  be  correct,  but  in  general  it  is  eiToneou55.  It  is, 
however,  associated  with  modem  facts  of  such  deep  interest, 
that  the  whole  of  the  next  chapter  is  devoted  to  its  diBcusaion. 

4 — Desteuction  0?  an  Ancient  Settlement. 
Eveiy  ciicamstance  tends  to  show  that  this  is  the  correct 
explanation  of  the  facts.  The  reader  will  have  anticipated  this 
iDterence  from  the  previous  chapters,  especially  those  of  Part 
I.;  yet  it  is  desii-able  to  treat  of  the  subject  specifically. 
Accordingly,  in  two  chapters  (III.  and  IV.),  cases  more  or  less 
analogous  are  discussed;  and  particular  attention  is  drawn 
to  one  case  which  presents  numerous  points  of  strong  resem- 
blance. 


II.— AQUATIC  HABITATIONS. 

A  FEW  years  ago,  one  would  have  been  surprised  to  hear 
sach  a  subject  mentioned,  yet  at  the  present  day  we  begin  to 
wonder  in  what  countries  these  habitations  have  not  exislsd. 
Their  remains  are  found  abundant  in  Ireland,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  in  Scotland.*   They  were  also  known  in  Syria,  in  a  lake 


•  The  lakes  of  Banchory,  in  Kincar- 
dineshire, may  be  mentioned,  and  St. 
M.irgareVfl  itde,  in  the  lake  of  Forfar. 
The  crannoges  of  Cluny,  in  Perth- 
shire, and  of  Clyne,  in  Sutherland, 
were  of  the  same  kind ;  and  those  of 
North  Uist,  Loch  Lochoy,  and  Loch 
Lomond.  The  lake  of  Yetholm,  in 
the  south  of  Scotland,  which  furnished 


the  idea  of  the  Castle  of  Avenel,  had 
a  jetty  between  the  island  and  maia- 
land;  and  the  practice  is  noticeabU 
at  a  few  other  places.  At  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  British  Association,  a 
paper  was  read  by  Lord  Loyaine,  to 
show  th^t  lacustrine  habitations  had 
recently  been  discovered  in  Wigton- 
shire. 
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formed  by  the  expansion  of  the  Oronta^  ;*  and  in  portions  of 
Polynesia  they  exist  at  present.  Something  analogous  is  found 
in  the  fishennen's  huts  of  the  Bosphoruo,  nestling  among  the 
tops  of  piles  which  are  fastened  in  the  bottom;  and  in  the 
numerous  boat-houses  of  tlie  Chinese  rivei-s.  I  will  notice 
them  very  briefly  in  connection  with  the  two  coimtries  where 
they  are  best  known — viz..  Ireland  and  Switzerland.  With 
much  that  is  very  unlike,  these  countries  always  possessed 
two  features  in  common— viz.,  (1)  they  were  isolated,  the  one 
by  its  western  situation,  and  the  other  by  lofty  mountain 
barriei*s ;  and  (2)  each  abounded  in  lakes.  In  Ireland  many 
of  these  have  been  drained,  though  a  large  number  still  exist ; 
in  Switzerland  they  still  remain,  with  suoh  natural  iterations 
as  time  has  produced. 

1.— Crannoges  of  Ireland. 
These  wei-e  lake  forcres?es  constructed  on  artificial  islands, 
for  greater  security  during  troublous  times.  In  the  annals  of 
Irelsnd  they  are  noticed  at  least  a  thousand  years  ago,  and 
records  respecting  them  continued  till  nearly  the  year  1700. 
Not  unfrequently  the  crannoge  was  erected  on  a  hill  within  the 
lake,  thus  taking  for  its  basis  a  subaqueous  mound  not  quite 
high  enough  to  be  called  an  island.  Around  the  sides  of  this, 
strong  oak  piles  were  driven  in  a  circle  of  about  two  hundred 
feet  c'rcumference.  These  piles,  the  lower  parts  of  whicli  stiU 
bear  the  marks  of  the  axe,  projected  above  the  water,  and  were 
probably  interlaced  with  branches  of  tiees.  The  surface  within 
was  usually  covered  over  with  a  series  of  short  logs,  on  the  top 
of  which  stones,  clay,  and  other  eai'thy  matters  were  placed. 
Large  flat  stones  were  deposited  in  the  centie,  as  the  hearth 
on  which  the  iiie  was  erected ;  and  sometimes  two  or  three 
such  places  are  shown  to  have  existed.  There  are  usually  one  or 
two  pairs  of  quemstones  found,  and  numerous  bones  of  black 


*  Usorpator  volgo  «*lacus  Chris- 
tiimornni,**  qaia  incolitar  a  piscatori* 
bus  Christianis,  qui  in  laco  isto  boreali 


in  tabernis  ligno  compactis  super 
8U  blicis  dego  nt  — Troyon,  quAhulfida^s 
Supp.  Tabulce  Siri<s^  I4tli  cent. 
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cattle,  deer,  and  swina    Thus,  we  see  something  of  thd  dietary 
of  these  secluded  people. 

The  engineers  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  Ireland,  who, 
principally  by  drainage  operations,  had  uncovered  many  of 
these,  presented  a  report  giving  a  minute  account  of  their 
general  construction.  An  idea  of  this  may  be  obtained  from 
the  adjoining  woodcut,  reduced  from  one  of  the  sections  fur- 


Ardakinin  CrannoRe,  Bosoommon. 

nished  by  these  gentlemen.  It  represents  the  crannoge  in 
Ardakillin  Lough,  near  Strokestown,  Eoscommon,  which  is 
constructed  with  both  stones  and  oak  piling.  This  one  is 
oval  in  shape,  and  exhibits  the  internal  arrangement  of 
materials.  The  top  line  shows  the  highest  winter  level  of 
former  times ;  the  second  that  of  the  ordinary  winter  flood  ; 
and  the  third  the  ordinary  summer  level.  There  was  an 
enclosing  wall,  supported  partly  by  piling,  the  remains  of 
which  are  shown  here  in  the  strata  of  clay  and  peat 
Within  this  wall,  the  upper  layer  consisted  of  a  thick  bed  of 
loose  stones,  taking  generally  the  convex  shape  of  the  original 
mound. 

In  general,  communication  was  held  with  these  by  means 
of  a  boat,  though  a  very  few  were  approached  by  moles  or 
narrow  causeways.  Canoes  of  rude  construction  are  disin- 
terred from  time  to  time,  of  the  sort  which  the  people  are 
supposed  to  have  generally  employed.  It  is  supposed  that 
bridges  were  utterly  unknown. 

Numerous  interesting  details,  respecting  these  structures, 
may  be  found  in  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy, 
Vol.  VII.,  in  Dr.  Wilde's  Catalogve,  in  the  Ukter  Jotimal  of 
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Archc^loffy,  Vola  VII.  and  VTIL,  and  in  Troyon's  Hahita- 
tions  Lacustres,  Some  of  the  most  interesting  finds  of 
antiquities,  within  the  last  twenty  years,  have  come  to  light 
in  connection  with  these  crannoges;  until  they  are  now 
regarded  as  the  best  and  the  only  remaining  storehouses  of 
such  objects.  During  many  generations,  small  household  and 
personal  objects  dropped  into  the  water,  and,  though  lost  to 
the  individuals,  they  sunk  into  the  bottom,  and  were  preserved 
to  be  brought  to  light  in  our  own  day. 

A  few  extracts,  from  documents  connected  with  Irish 
history,  will  show  the  manner  in  which  these  structures  are 
alluded  to : — 

A.D.  648.  Cinaedh  *' plundered  the  island  of  Loch  Qahhor,  and 
afterwards  burnt  it  so  that  it  was  levelled  with  the  ground.**  * 

A.D.  1247.  Miles  MacOostello  *'took  the  cranog  of  Clayonlough, 
and  left  a  garrison  there  of  his  own  men.**  .  •  .  The  sons  of  Hugh 
O'Connor  united  with  another  person  to  expel  him,  and  **  thej  took 
the  crannog  on  the  lake.**  t 

A.D.  1455.  Turlough  Macguire  having  gone  to  Loch  Melge,  ^'  took 
and  plundered  the  cranoge  of  MacClancj."  f 

A.D;  1477.  "  A  great  wind  happened  on  the  night  of  the  festival  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  in  this  year,  which  destroyed  an  immense  deal  of 
stone  and  wooden  buildings,  of  cranoges,  and  corn  •stacks."! 

A.D.  1500.  Hugh  Boe  O'Donnell  marched  into  Dungannon  with  a 
force,  '*  demolished  the  old  castle,  and  burned  the  crannoges  of  Lough 
Leary.^t 

A.D.  1574.  Among  the  principal  places  for  stationing  English 
colonists  or  *' gentlemen  adventurers"  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  were 
enumerated  '*  James  MacHenry's  cronnock,  called  Ynyshe  Lockan^ 
reserved  to  keep  that  ford  in  the  Banne ;"  and  ^' Brian  Caroghe*s  cronnock 
upon  the  Bann,  reserved  for  footmen  to  keep  that  ford  of  the  Bann."  | 

A.D.  1586.  **  You  shall  do  verie  well  to  see  his  "  (CNeill's)  '*  lodgings 
in  the  fen,  where  he  built  Ids  lodging,  and  kept  his  cattell  and  all  his 
men."S 

''These  cronnocks  were  the  curious  wattle  houses   (crannog)  con- 


*  Extract  from  Annals  of  The  Four 
Masters,  in  Wilde*s  Catalogue,  p.  230. 

t  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  by 
Connellan  and  MacDermott.     1846. 


t  Ulster  Joumal,  IX.,  251. 
§  Bagenars  Description  of  Ulster. 
Ulster  Journal,  H.,  142. 
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stracted  on  wooden  piles,  forming  as  artificial  islands,  the  peeoliar 
strongholds  of  the  northern  natiFes."  *  In  their  inaooessiUe  diaracier 
they  were  directly  opposed  to  what  Lord  Essex  intended  to  bnild^  yiz^ 
a  trading  town,  Belfast. 

2. — ^Lacustrine  Habitations  of  Switzerlanix 
Li  the  beginning  of  the  year  1854,  the  water  in  several  of 
the  Swiss  lakes  was  unusually  low,  so  that  the  neighbouring 
pix)prietors  at  Meilen,  on  Lake  Zurich,  endeavoured  to  leclaim 
portions  of  land  from  the  lake.  They  discovered  that,  at  a 
certain  depth  in  the  mud,  there  were  the  remains  of  numerous 
wooden  piles ;  and  that  among  these  were  a  veiy  large  number 
of  implements  in  stone  and  flint,  some  of  them  mounted  in 
stag's  hom.  Some  time  after,  another  set  of  piles  was  dis- 
covered at  Mooseedorf  lake,  in  Beme ;  but  in  this  case  the 
piles  projected  a  little  above  the  mud.  In  this  case,  also,  the 
area  of  the  artificial  structure  was  seen,  and  it  was  about 
seventy- five  feet  long  and  fifty  wide.  The  objects  discovered 
were  of  the  same  kind ;  portions  of  pottery,  and  numerous 
implements  in  bone,  flint,  and  stone. 

In  the  lake  of  Neufchatel,  there  is  a  place  where  the  land 
has  gained  and  is  gaining  on  the  lake,  and  a  bluff  or  hill 
appears  at  the  extremity  of  a  dead  level,  more  than  a  mile 
diredt  from  the  side  of  the  laka  The  intervening  land  has  been 
gained  inch  by  inch,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  base  of  the  hill, 
which  appears  like  an  island  on  the  grassy  level,  has  at  some 
remote  period  been  washed  by  the  lake.  About  midway  be- 
tween the  hUl  and  the  lake,  the  remains  of  a  Boman  city  are 
found ;  and,  digging  in  the  wet  mud  at  the  base  of  the  hill, 
other  sets  of  piles  are  found.  Thus  there  is  primd  facie 
evidence  that  the  habitations  erected  on  piles  are  about  twice 
as  old  as  the  Eoman  occupation. 

The  houses  of  these  people  were  built  over  lakes  by  piles 
driven  into  the  bottom,  where  it  slopes  gradually  into  tiie 
water ;  and  on  the  tops  of  these  a  flooring  was  laid>  on  which 

*;Herbert  F.  Hore,  Esq.,  ia  Ulster  Joomal,  IX.,  25a. 
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Wicker  cabins  or  huts  were  erected.  In  some  places  where 
piles  are  found,  the  water  is  twenty  feet  deep;  it  is  clear 
therefore,  that  the  piles,  making  allowance  for  tops  and  points, 
must  have  been  thirty  feet  long.  The  appearances  which  these 
singular  habitations  presented  would  be  something  like  that 
shown  in  the  annexed  cut. 


L«ca:tiln«  Village,  from  tlM  WaIm; 

It  need  not  be  surprising  that  several  of  the  modem  Swiss 
towns  are  found  to  be  erected  on  alluvial  deposit,  and  actually 
over  the  sites  of  these  piled  residences. 

In  other  instances,  where  large  portions  of  the  piles  remain 
in  the  water,  implements  of  bronze  have  been  foimd,  evidently 
showing  a  more  recent  occupation,  and  at  the  same  time  an 
advance  in  the  arts.  The  theory  of  Mr.  Thomsen  of  Copen- 
hagen, is  thus  confirmed — ^viz.,  that  the  period  of  stone  and 
bone  preceded  that  of  metal,  and  that  the  bronze  period  pre- 
ceded that  of  iron.  There  is  also  unquestionable  evidence, 
derivable  from  the  proportions  in  which  certain  materials  are 
found,  that  some  places  exhibit  a  transition  state  between  the 
first  and  the  second,  and  others  a  transition  state  between  the 
second  and  the  third. 

The  manner  in  which  these  important  conclusions  have  been 
reached,  may  be  seen  from  the  following  mode  of  induction : — 

The  stone  of  which  implements  are  made  is  commonly  native,  bat 
a  kind  of  flint  is  largely  used  which  is  not  found  nearer  than  France 
or  Germany.    Tlie  people,  therefore,  had  some  slight  traffic  with  these 
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neighboorlDg  parU,  Thej  comprise  kuife-blades,  arrow  and  lance 
heads,  saws,  hammers,  borers,  needles,  above  all,  hatchets  and  axes,  of 
most  various  size  and  shape,  and  prepared  to  be  fitted  to  handles  by 
sundry  ingenious  devices.  Now,  where  these  alone  are  found,  the  con- 
clusion is  that  the  village  belonged  to  a  people  unacquainted  with  the 
use  of  metals ;  that  they  were  of  what  is  now  familiarly  denominated 
^  the  age  of  stone."  But  here  and  there,  amongst  the  multitude  of 
stone  and  bone  objects,  there  is  some  fragment  of  an  implement  of 
metal,  or  an  ornament  of  coral  or  amber.  £rffo,  the  inhabitants  had 
soTjie  traffic  with  distant  parts.* 

A  section,  or  side  view, 
would  shew  the  huts  and 
piles  arranged  as  we  see 
them  here. 

The  size  of  a  village,  or 
the  extent  of  the  platform, 
is  ascertained  by  the  num- 
ber   of  piles,  or   the    area  B«etiooofL»eu«trtneVill«ga. 

over  which  they  ranga  From  the  degree  of  concavity  ex^ 
hibited  by  the  wicker-work  and  casing  which  remain,  we 
ascertain  the  size  of  the  circle  which  formed  an  ordinary  hut; 
and  from  the  area  of  the  village  and  the  size  of  the  htit  so 
determined,  an  inference  is  easily  drawn  as  to  the  number  of 
population  who  inhabited  it  In  the  stations  which  remain  of 
the  bronze  period,  and  indeed  of  each  period,  the  piles  are 
found  in  very  different  conditions.  The  points  which  remain 
in  the  mud  are  best  preserved,  but  sometimes  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  of  water  cover  the  tops  of  the  highest  projecting  parts,  yet 
hardly  two  shew  the  same  degree  of  decay  or  corrosion.  This  ia. 
perhaps  partly  owing  to  an  unequal  action  of  the  water,  and 
partly  to  an  unequal  power  of 
resisting  it.  The  appearance 
exhibited  by  certain  pilesoY  the 
bronze  period  is  shewn  hera  it^.ti.,  of  pum  of  tii*  Bn»M  poioi. 

.  .,  •  Edinburgh  Review,  for  July,  1862,  page  162. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AQUATIC  HABITATIONS.  873 

•  The  manner  in  wMcli  the  size  and  shape  of  the  houses  are 
determined  is  something  like  the  following : — 

A  doable  range  of  stakes  is  often  found  in  a  straight  line  from  the 
mass  of  stakes  to  the  shore.  This  denotes  the  bridge  which  connected 
the  settlement  with  the  mainUnd.  Scattered  on  the  silt,  among  the 
stakes,  or  close  to  them,  lie  fragments  of  wooden  beams,  roughly 
Bquared.  These  must  have  been  part  of  the  platform,  raised  on  the 
stakes  which  supported  the  houses.  They  are,  in  many  cases,  partially 
charred  by  fire.  The  village  was,  therefore,  destroyed  by  fire.  Buried 
in  the  silt,  by  their  side,  are  quantities  of  wattles,  twisted  into  such 
shapes  as  to  form  part  of  a  concave  frame  work ;  together  with  bits  of 
day  casing,  similarly  concave.  These  were  portions  of  the  walls^  with 
their  lining,  of  the  circular  huts  which  we  must  conceive  perched  on 
the  platforms.  Among  these  lie  lumps  of  matted  foliage  and  moss, 
Luge  stags'  horns,  and  other  miscellaneous  articles.  These  probably 
formed  part  of  the  rude  furniture  of  the  cubius.* 

Not  unfrequently  the  remains  of  an  older  deposit  are  found 
directly  imderlying  those  of  a  modem  one;  and  the  inference 
is,  that  the  habitations  were  occupied,  in  a  more  civilized  con- 
dition, by  the  descendants  or  the  conquerors  of  those  who  had 
occupied  them  in  a  less  civilized  condition.  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  many  of  the  older  remains  may  yet  be  recovered, 
either  apart  or  lying  under  implements  of  iron  and  of  bronze. 

These  remarks  will  afford  a  specimen  of  the  facts  which 
have  come  to  light,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  they  have  been 
compelled  to  tell  their  story.  They  are  intended  to  be  merely 
suggestive,  however,  and  to  induce  readers  to  turn  to  other 
works  in  which  they  will  find  full  information.  These  relics, 
and  the  mode  in  which  they  were  discovered,  have  shed  a  new 
light  on  archaeology,  and  have  shewn  how,  in  this  department 
of  knowledge  as  in  others,  philosophic  inquiry  can  put  speech 
into  the  most  unpromising  materials,  and  induce  them  to  read 
us  new  lessons  in  history,  ethnology,  and  scienccf 

The  following  objects  have  been  found  in  the  lake  habitations 


*  Edinburgh  Review,  for  July,  1862, 
pp.  161,  162. 

t  Troyon*8  Habitations  Laciistres  *, 


Ulster  Jooriial  of  Archaeology,  Vols, 
VII.  and  VIII.  j  and  Edinburgh  He- 
view,  No.  ^35. 
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of  Switzerland     They  axe  arranged  like  two  similar  sennas, 
in  the  order  of  our  Plates,  to  show  the  reader  the  degree  of 
correspondence. 
(I.)  FUnUcR,    (Plate  lY.) — One  of  brass  wire,  wanting  acus;  one 

aj^rently  iron  wire  ;  and  bronze  fibnke,  variooa. 
(2.)  Ecupi,    (Plate  IX.)— One  of  bronze ;  see  p.  110. 
(3.)  Strap  Ornaments,      (Plate  XII.) — Bronze,  various,  cariouslj 

stamped  ;  see  p.  131. 
(4)  Bos»e$  and  Studs,    (Plate  XIII.)— Button  of  bronze;  bronze 
stnds,  Tarioos ;  bronze  button  of  modem  shape,  with  eye  ; 
bronze  shield  plate ;  gold  hemispherical  stad,  engraved. 
(5.)  SpmdU'  Whorls.    (Plate  XIV.)— Stone  discs  like  quoits ;  and 
stone  sfHndle-whorls.    Some  have  a  groove  running  round 
the  edge  like  a  pullej ;  and  the  same  oonstructiim  is  shown  in 
the  broken  bead,  Plate  XV.,  fig.  7. 
(6.)  Beads,    (Plate  XV.) — Beads  of  bronze  and  glass,  bone  and  horn  ; 
animal*s  teeth,  &a.,  strung  to  form  similar  pendent  ornaments. 
(7.)  Horse  Furniture,    (Plate  XVL)— Iron  bridle-bite. 
(8.)  Knives,    (Plate  XVII.) — Knives  of  bronze  and  iron,  the  former 
numerous,  and  occasionally  very  beautiful;  a  curved  semi- 
circular knife  of  bronze,  like  that  used  by  British  Druids  for 
cutting  the  mistletoe ;  and  a  bone  knife. 
(9.)  Iran  Keys,    (Plate  XVIII.>~A  crooked  key  like  that  on  XIX.  A., 

fig.  4. 
(10.)  Arrovjs,  dbo,    (Plate  XXI.)— Bone  arrow-heads;   flint  ditto; 
flint  knive:). 
Spea/rs,    (Plate  XXI.)— Spear-heads,  bronze  and  iron;  iron 
fiiih-B|»ear  or  trident,  with  a  fluke  at  each  point.    Barbed  spear 
of  stag's  horn. 
(1 1.)  Needles,    (Plate  XXII.)— Bronze  needles,  various ;  bone  ditto ; 
seepp.  215,  216,217. 
Piercers,    (Plate  XXII.) — Piercers  of  copper  and  bronze,  round 
and  square  ;  bronze  hair-pins  ;  bodkins  of  bone,  numerous. 
(12.)  Pi'M.     (Plate  XXIII.)— Pins  of  bronze,  some  of  them  with 
richly  ornamented  heads,  others  plain,  ditto  bone. 
Tweezers,    (Plate  XXIII.)--Tweezers,  iron. 
(13.)  Rings^  various,    (Plate  XXIV.)— Small  rings,  bronze ;  finger- 
rings,  bone. 
Bronze  braoelets ;  ditto,  very  curious ;  fragment  of  bone  bracelet. 
Bronze  ferrule. 
Bronze  girdle. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AQUATIC  HABITATIONS.  375- 

(14.)  Ear-ringn.    (Plate  XXY.)— Bronze,  plain  (aee  woodcat  p.  249)  ; 

Ditto,  very  curious. 
(15.)  Fiskrhooks,    (Plate  XXYL) — ^Bronze,  in  great  variety,  single 
and  double,  large  and  small. 
Sciisors,    (Plate  XXYI.) — Iron,  of  the  usual  type. 
(16.)  Musket^eat.    (Plate  XXIX.)— Iron  fork,  resembling;  see  p.  182. 
8w<yrdi,    (Plate  XXIX.)— ^Bronze,  various ;  some  leaf-shaped, 
with  elegant  hilts  of  the  same  material,  and  some  for  attach- 
ment to  wooden  handles. 
Daggers,    (Plate  XXIX.) — ^Bronze  daggers ;  daggers  of  bone, 
made  of  the  shank-bone,  cleft,  then  cut  and  shaped  like  a 
stiletto,  seven  to  thirteen  inches  long.     One  has  a  hilt  of 
stag's  horn. 
OkateHaines.     (Plate    XXIX.) — ^Bronze    girdle-hangers,    and 

chatellaine  pieces,  various. 
Collar.    (Plate  XXIX.) — Bronze  gorgets  in  great  variety. 
(17.)  Stone  Implements,    (Plate  XXX.)— Flint  scrapers  and  a  saw  ; 
flint  flakes,  some  hafted  like  knives ;  flint  arrow  points.  Stone 
mallets,  often  broken  at  the  hole,  which  had  been  bored  with  an 
instrument  in  form  of  a  truncated  cone ;  a  cube  of  stone,  like 
a  weight  or  hammer ;  chisels  for  engraving,  like  the  green- 
stone one  from  New  Zealand  (see  p.  208  n)  ;  whetstones,  grind-« 
stones ;  anvil ;  cups  or  bowls  appare^itly  turned  out  of  each 
other  by  a  hard  point,  like  wooden  dishes;  almond-shaped 
celts ;  disc-shaped  stones,  like  those  placed  between  axles  of 
quernstones;  and  numerous  fragments  showing  the  process 
of  manufacture. 
Wood  Implements,    (Plate  XXX.) — Canoes,  each  formed  out  of 
a  single  trunk  of  oak,  with  an  elevated  portion  at  each  end 
for  a  seat.    These  are  still  left  in  the  water,  as  they  would  bo 
destroyed  by  drying  and  shrinking. 
(1 8.)  Pottery.  (Plate  XXI.) — Bude  pottery,  various ;  elegant  pottery 
also.    There  are  holes  at  opposite  sides  of  the  top  in  some, 
apparently  for  suspending  them  over  the  fire,  instead  of  placing 
them  on  a  trivet. 
Bings  of  pottery  for  sustaining  vessels  with  rounded  or  conical 
bottoms. 
(19.)  Animal  Bemains.      (Plate    XXXII.)— [Unmanufactured.}— 
Bones  of  the  ox,  goat,  sheep,  pig,  and  dog,  are  numerous  ;  but 
those  of  the  horse  very  rare.     Bones  of  fishes  and  of  the 
beasts  of  chase  also  occur. 
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[MaBo&ctured.] — ^These  are  very  nnmerons,  and  several  kiiiTs 
have  been  meDtioned  ander  the  previous  heads.  To  the^a 
may  be  added  teeth  set  as  chisels,  in  stag's  horn,  and  some 
used  as  polishers ;  hammers  of  stag's  horn,  like  that  found  iu 
Cheshire ;  chisels  of  bone  and  stag's  horn,  for  soft  materials 
(like  our  bone,  ivory,  and  wood  paper-knives),  a  piece  of  stig^s 
horn,  with  a  point  of  flint,  like  the  point  of  a  nail  (apparently 
an  engraver),  and  numerous  objects,  the  uses  of  whidi  are 
undetermined. 

The  theory  which  we  are  considering  supposes  the  habita- 
tions on  the  sea-coast  of  Cheshire  to  have  been  formed  in  the 
same  way ;  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  applies  only  to 
inland  lakes,  and  not  to  maritime  situations.  These  erections 
are  also  in  sheltered  situations,  for  basins  of  water  are  sur- 
rounded by  hills  more  or  less  elevated ;  whereas  such  habita- 
tions on  the  seashore  would  be  exposed  to  the  fury  of  the  two 
elements,  wind  and  water,  besides  the  treachery  of  the  land ; 
and  neither  they  nor  even  their  subaqueous  foundations  could 
survive  a  very  few  of  our  usual  winter  storms.  Thus,  the 
theory  is  set  aside,  as  not  coming  within  the  usual  conditions, 
and  as  being  practically  impossibla  Nor  has  there  been 
the  slightest  evidence  afforded,  in  any  of  the  relics  which  have 
come  to  light,  of  either  stakes,  or  platform,  or  wicker-work,  or 
clay  casing ;  or  of  successive  grades  of  civilization,  or  of  the 
retreat  of  vanquished  tribes,  and  the  entrance  of  victorious 
ones.  In  short,  so  far  as  the  Cheshire  shore  is  concerned,  it  is 
a  gratuitous  assumption. 

But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  similar  relics,  in  large 
numbers,  were  discovered  on  the  Hoyle  Bank ;  *  and  that  if 
we  regard  this  fact  as  beyond  dispute,  it  becomes  the  basis  of 
several  future  inferences.  The  remarks  respecting  exposure 
apply  as  before ;  but  the  conditions  of  safety  from  the  enemies 
chiefly  to  be  dreaded — ^the  human  race — are  wholly  diflferent 
At  the  earliest  period  to  which  our  antiquities  belong,  the 
Hoyle  Bank  was  not  only  one,  but  elevated.    I  have  never  been 

*  See  p.  48, 
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Kble  to  see  the  map  which  is  alleged  to  exist  in  Mostyn  Hall, 
Flintshire,  which  represents  cattle  as  grazing  on  it ;  but,  as  it 
was  never  wholly  covered  in  the  seventeenth  century  except 
at  spring  tides,  one  can  suppose  that  some  portion  of  it  was 
insular — viz.,  the  elevated  end  next  Meols.  There  would  be 
no  access  to  the  inhabitants  except  by  a  canoe  or  boat ;  and 
their  only  enemies  would  be  those  possessing  similar  accom- 
modation. In  such  a  case,  a  few  stockades  may  or  may  not 
have  been  erected,  to  provide  against  a  sudden  assault 

I  do  not  attach  much  importance  to  this  explanation,  because, 
after  all,  it  is  possible  that  no  antiquities  were  ever  actually 
found  on  the  Hoyle  Bank.  In  the  indefinite  descriptions  of 
persons  who  are  not  minutely  acquainted  with  the  locality,  a 
known  spot  is  assigned  rather  than  an  unknown  one ;  or  the 
expression  "  near,"  in  the  course  of  transmission,  glides  into 
"  at"  or  "  on."  But  even  the  very  suggestion  of  such  a  set  of 
facts  is  not  without  interest ;  for  it  has  directed  our  attention 
to  a  cxirious  and  important  class  of  facts. 


III.— DESTRUCTION  OF  ANCIENT  SETTLEMENTS. 

The  following  specimens,  which  are  not  selected  as  being 
in  every  respect  the  most  remarkable,  and  which  might  be 
largely  increased  in  number,  will  serve  to  show  the  changes 
which  time  makes  even  in  some  of  our  large  towns.  A  few 
inland  specimens  are  selected,  and  a  few  maritime  ones,  in 
both  of  which  it  seems  as  if  a  certain  amount  of  fashion  had 
prevailed.  When  a  place  obtains  the  reputation  of  increasing 
rapidly  it  becomes  popularised,  and  mankind  are  anxious  to 
share  in  its  alleged  prosperity.  But  when,  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  said  to  be  "  going  down,"  *  suspicion  is  excited,  and  even 


*  I  ODce  passed  through  a  deserted 
town  in  the  twilight  of  a  summer 
eyening.  It  was  Stratford-on-Slaney, 
in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  which  was 
built  about  thirty  years  ago  by  a  for- 


mer Earl  of  Aldborough.  At  that 
time  there  were  extensiye  calico 
printing-works  established  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  it  was  thought 
that  it  might  become  a  manufucturiiig 
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those  who  felt  sufficiently  comfortable,  become  inclined  to 
retire  from  it 

1. — ^Inland  TowNa 

(1.)  Uriconuim. — ^This  was  an  ancient  city  on  the  borders  of 
Wales;  and  it  was  a  Soman  station  of  no  small  importance  so 
early  as  the  second  centuiy.  In  the  fifth  century  it  was  one 
of  the  largest  towns  in  the  island.  It  suffered,  however,  from 
the  incursions  of  the  barbarians  about  the  pmod  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Saxons,  and  before  they  had  reached  this  westerly  point 
It  is  supposed  that  it  was  utterly  destroyed,  and  its  inhabitants 
put  to  the  sword,  about  the  year  450 ;  and  so  completely  was 
it  obliterated  that  its  identity  with  the  modem  Wroxeter  was 
not  suspected.  Nothing  remained  but  a  portion  of  an  old  wall 
above  ground,  and  the  place  had  assumed  the  njune  of  "  Old 
Walls."  It  has  been  disinterred  since  1859,  and  has  attracted 
great  attention,  not  only  from  archaeologists  but  from  the  public 
generally.  Of  course,  however,  only  a  small  portion  has  been 
shown,  of  a  town  which  was  three  miles  in  circumference. 

(2.)  Old  Sarum, — like  the  town  of  Dunwich,  shortly  to  be 
noticed,  this  place  was  inhabited  in  succession  by  Britons, 
Bomans,  and  Saxons ;  and,  at  the  period  of  the  Heptarchy,  it 
was  the  capital  of  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Wessex.  During 
the  early  part  of  our  English  history  it  was  one  of  the  most 
important  towns  in  the  kingdom,  having  been  fortified  by 
order  of  King  Alfred,  and  wittenagemotes  having  been  held 
within  it.  It  shared,  however,  in  the  misfortunes  of  the  period, 
having  been  devastated  by  the  Danes  under  Sweyn,  in  1003. 
After  the  Conquest  it  became  the  seat  of  the  bishopric,  because 
it  was  a  fortified  city ;  and  in  1086,  on  the  completion  of  the 
Domesday  Survey,  the  various  grades  of  nobility  were  suuct- 
moned  there  to  meet  the  king.    It  is  unnecessary  to  give  more 


town.  It  contained,  at  one  time, 
nearly  a  thousand  inhabitants,  and 
about  nine  hundred  from  the  town 
and  the  a<y  oining  neighbourhood  were 
employed  in  the  works.  In  1852  there 


were  but  a  few  of  the  cottages  occu- 
pied, and  I  noticed  a  light  in  only- 
one.  The  majority  had  begun  to 
show  marked  symptoms  of  decay. 
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than  an  outline  of  its  history.  Owing  to  a  scarcity  of  water, 
and  fifequent  disputes  between  the  civil  and  military  authori- 
ties, the  see  was  removed  to  Salisbury  in  1217,  and  from  this 
period  we  may  date  its  decline  and  falL  A  few  houses  re- 
mained to  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  service  was  performed 
in  the  chapel  of  the  deserted  cathedral,  but  now  nothing  re* 
mains.  From  the  34th  Edward  III.,  till  the  passing  of  the 
Beform  bill,  it  sent  two  members  to  parliament,  and  the  six 
or  seven  bxirgesses,  to  whom  alone  the  franchise  belonged, 
conducted  the  election  under  the  branches  of  a  spreading-trea 

(3.)  Bodmrgh — ^This  was,  at  one  time,  the  fourth  city  in  all 
Scotland,  in  population  and  importance.  It  was  a  borough, 
with  the  usual  adjuncts  of  provost,  bailies,  and  town-counciL 
It  had  several  churches  and  hospitals,  and  was  particularly 
celebrated  for  its  schools  and  its  flourishing  markets.  It  had 
also  a  large  castle  for  the  protection  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood, and  at  its  market-cross  proclamations  were  made 
so  recently  as  1516. 

It  was  found,  however,  that  both  English  and  Scotch  feared 
that  the  castle  might  afford  protection  to  their  opponents,  and 
thus  it  attracted  the  very  dangers  which  it  was  intended  to 
avert,  until  population  gradually  withdrew  from  an  un- 
comfortable neighbourhood  and  sought  situations  of  less 
pretension  but  of  more  security.  Its  present  history  may  be 
wiitt^n  in  a  few  sentencea 

''  Of  the  town  not  a  stone  remains  to  mark  its  site,  and  were  it  not 
for  the  evidence  derived  from  history,  charters,  and  other  documents, 
it  might  well  be  doubted  whether  on  the  fields  in  which  cattle  now 
graze,  or  which  are  carefully  tilled  by  the  husbandman,  a  powerful 
city  once  flourished.  A  small  portion  of  the  ruins  of  the  castle  remains 
to  mark  the  place  where,  in  former  days,  kings  held  their  courts,  and 
where  the  nobles  of  either  kingdom  performed  deeds  of  valour  in  the 
battle-field,  or  called  forth  the  admiration  of  the  spectator  in  the 
tournament  .  .  .  Doubts  are  entertained  by  many  as  to  the  exact 
site  of  the  town."* 


♦  Je^ey's  History  and  Antiquities  of  Boxburghshire. 
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2. — Mabitime  Towns. 

(1.)  Ravenspur, — Our  English  histories  record  that,  more 
than  four  hundred  and  sixty-four  years  ago,  the  future  Henry 
IV.  of  England  landed  at  Eavenspur,  in  Yorkshire.  We  look 
in  vain  for  such  a  place  on  any  modem  map,  but  we  learn 
from  historians  and  geologists  that  the  sea  has  washed  away  a 
large  portion  of  the  coast  in  that  neighbourhood,  amounting^ 
as  some  suppose,  to  several  miles,  since  the  time  of  the  Komana. 
The  promontory  of  Spurn  Head  still  remains,  indicating  the 
locality,  and  the  nearest  village  to  it  is  that  of  Eilnsea,  which 
is  even  now  gradually  disappearing.  Its  old  churchyard  has 
been  nearly  removed,  and  its  parish  chiirch  of  St.  Helen,  which 
was  deserted  some  years  ago,  has  fallen  into  ruins. 

(2.)  Formhy. — It  is  said  that,  in  1745,  some  of  the  military 
who  occupied  South  Lancashire  during  the  invasion  of  the 
Pretender,  were  quartered  in  the  ancient  village  of  Formby. 
This  place,  which  has  been  already  aUuded  to,  page  17  ti,  is 
distant  about  nine  miles  from  Liverpool,  on  the  north  shore. 
In  1787  only  one  cottage  remained  on  the  borders  of  the 
ancient  graveyard,  and  the  old  man  who  occupied  it  said  that 
his  father's  house  originally  stood  almost  in  the  centre  of  the 
town.  The  desertion  of  the  place  had,  therefore,  occurred  du* 
ring  the  life  of  one  man.  He  stated  that  in  his  boyhood  he  had 
often  jimiped  down  from  the  pier  to  the  decks  of  vessels  which 
lay  below,  receiving  or  discharging  their  cargoes.  The  present 
condition  is,  that  the  village,  with  its  church  and  churchyard, 
are  situated  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half  inland ;  that  mountains 
of  drift  sand,  held  together  of  late  years  by  star-grass  planted 
upon  them,  cover  the  site  of  the  village,  enclosing  the  an- 
cient graveyard  like  a  lake  embosomed  among  hills.  It  is 
several  feet  below  the  ordinary  surface  of  the  groimd,  and  is 
only  kept  clear  by  great  exertions.  Though  numerous  trunks 
of  large  trees  are  found  under  high-water  mark,  as  on  the 
Cheshire  coast,  scarcely  a  shrub  flourishes  now  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  sand ;  and,  as  memorials  of  the  former  town,  the  sandy 
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lanes,  in  which  it  is  extremely  difiBcult  to  walk,  are  called  by 
the  names  of  streets,  as  Church  street,  Duke  street,  &c.  Ves- 
sels of  every  size  shun  the  coast,  both  on  account  of  its  dangers 
and  its  desolation.  The  township  of  Eavens  Meols  is  men- 
tioned in  the  Domesday  Survey,*  but  a  large  portion  of  it  has 
been  thus  obliterated.  The  name,  however,  is  still  preserved, 
and  a  little  church  was  erected  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers 
and  cottagers  near  the  shore,  about  four  years  ago. 

(3.)  Dunwich. — ^The  case  of  this  town  is  so  important,  and 
its  circumstances  resemble  so  closely  those  of  Meols  in  Che- 
shire, that  it  has  been  thought  desirable  to  treat  the  subject 
in  some  detail.  It  is,  therefore,  separately  referred  to  in  the 
following  chapter. 


IV.— DUNWICH. 

1. — Its  History. 

This  town  is  situated  in  the  county  of  SuflPolk,  on  the  margin 
of  the  German  Ocean.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  an  ancient 
British  settlement,  and  in  all  probability  it  was  actually  so ; 
while  the  objects  of  Eoman  manufacture  and  use  found  there, 
leave  no  doubt  as  to  its  occupation  by  that  people  also. 

During  the  time  of  the  Heptarchy  it  was  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom  of  East  Anglia,  and  became  the  seat  of  a  bishop,^  A.D. 
630.  It  remained  as  such  for  more  than  450  years,  when  the 
see  was  finally  transferred  to  Norwich.  X 


♦  Three  thanes  held  Fomebei  for  iii 
manors.  There  are  four  camcates  of 
land.  It  was  worth  x  shillings.  . 
Wibert  held  Erenger  Meles,  There 
are  ii  camcates  of  land.  It  was  worth 
viii  shillings.  This  land  was  quit  (of 
every  tax)  except  the  gelt. 

t  Bede,  chap.  xyi. ;  and  Flor. 
Wigiom,  A.D.  636. 

}  After  about  half  a  century  the 
see  was  divided  into  Elmham  and 
Danwich,  which  were  reunited  about 


the  middle  of  the  tenth  century; 
and  in  the  year  1094  the  united 
diocese  took  the  name  of  Norwich. 
Bishop  Alfhun  (Sax.  Chron,,  a.d. 
697)  and  others  were  buried  here. 
There  is  a  list  of  the  bishops  giyen 
in  the  appendix  to  the  Chronicle  of 
Florence  of  Worcester,  from  which 
it  appears  that  there  were  three 
bishops  of  £ast  Anglia,  eleven  of 
Dunwich  only,  and  eighteen  of  Elm- 
ham    and    Dunwich    united.      The 
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During  the  incursions  of  the  Danes  it  bore  a  part  in  tiie 
sufferings  of  the  eastern  coast,  having  been  devastated  by 
them ;  but  after  the  Conquest,  in  the  time  of  the  Domesday 
Survey,  it  contained  236  burgesses,  100  poor,  and  had  a  her- 
ring fishery  yielding  annually  more  than  60,000  fish.  In  tiie 
time  of  Bichard  L,  a  fine  levied  on  it  for  selling  com  to  the 
king's  enemies  was  more  than  five  times  as  great  as  the  fines 
levied  on  Ipswich  and  Yarmouth  respectively,  which  had 
committed  the  same  offence.  In  the  time  of  Edward  I.,  when 
it  was  erected  into  a  parliamentary  borough,  it  was  a  flourish- 
ing seaport,  and  furnished  eleven  ships  of  war. 

It  is  recorded  that  at  one  time  there  were  upwards  of  fifty 
religious  foundations  in  the  city,  including  churches,  chapels, 
priories,  hospitals,  &c.  Of  its  nmnerous  parish  churches  not 
one  now  remains.  In  Sir  Henry  Spelman's  *  time  the  foun- 
dations of  several  of  the  churches  and  outlines  of  the  church- 
yards were  still  visible,  viz.,  those  of  St.  Michael^  St  Mary, 
St.  Martin,  St.  John,  St.  Peter,  and  St.  Nicholas.  The  church 
of  An  Saints  remained  longest,  but  is  now  a  roofless  building, 
and  its  churchyard  will  soon  be  swept  away  piecemeal  by  the 
sea.  It  was  rebuilt  at  some  distance  inland  in  1826.  In  the 
time  of  Camden,  the  borough  was  regarded  as  ruinous ;  for  he 
says: — 

Now,  by  a  private  pique  of  Nature  (which  bath  set  no  bounds  to  the 
incursions  of  the  Sea),  the  greatest  part  of  it  is  swept  away  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  waves    .    .    .    and  it  lyes  now  in  solitude  and  desolaticxu 

Its  present  condition  may  be  stated  thus.  Its  existence  as 
a  parliamentary  borough,  which  it  had  maintained  from  the 
time  of  Edward  I.,  was  terminated  by  the  Eeform  bill ;  and 
its  mayor  and  corporation,  whose  special  privileges  date  back 
to  the  time  of  king  John,  have  also  passed  away.    Of  its  moai 


chronicler  seems  not  to  be  aware  of 
the  reason  for  the  remoyal  of  the  see, 
for  he  says — "Perierunt  jamdudum 
episcopatns  Rbipensis  (Ripon),  et 
Hangustaldensis  (Hexham),  vi  hos- 


tilitatis ;    Legacestrensis    (Chester), 
et  Sidnacestrensis  (Gainsborough  o* 
Stow),  et  Dommocensis  (Dnnwich) 
nescio  quo  modo.*' 
*  Gibson's  Camden^  SSa 
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and  square  earthen  fortifications  scarcely  any  traces  remain ; 
and  the  metropolis  of  an  ancient*kingdom  is  now  a  village 
with  about  300  inhabitants.*  The  ancient  Episcopal  seat 
does  not  now  possess  even  the  dignity  of  a  parish,  as  it  is  a 
mere  chapelry.  Its  area  consists  of  1130  acres  of  land,  and 
335  water. 

2. — ^Points  of  Correspondence  with  Meols. 

(1.)  The  town  was  built  on  a  hill  of  sand  and  loam,  not 
unlike  the  sand  and  turf-bog  on  the  Cheshire  coast ;  so  that  the 
tide  gradually  washed  it  away.  Sometimes  it  presented  to  the 
sea  a  steep  grassy  bank,  but,  after  an  unusually  high  tide  and 
storm,  nothing  remained  but  a  perpendicular  earthen  cliffi 

(2.)  The  sea  and  land  seem  to  give  and  take  as  on  the 
coast  of  Cheshire,  for  while  one  part  is  carried  away,  sand  is 
silted  up  in  another  place;  so  that  over  what  was  once  the 
haven  of  Dimwich  there  is  pasture  ground  for  cattle.  Mins- 
mere  level  in  the  neighbourhood  was  first  a  marsh,  and  is 
now  meadow  land. 

(3.)  The  objects  are  found  after  a  particular  conjimction  of 
winds  and  tides,  the  water  having  washed  away  the  soluble 
earth,  and  having  left  the  metallic  objects  remaining. 

(4)  They  are  in  general  picked  up  by  fishermen  and  others 
idling  on  the  shore ;  and  vast  numbers  have  no  doubt  been  lost, 
as  in  former  years  at  Cheshire,  from  want  of  appreciation  of 
their  value,  or  of  care  in  their  preservation. 

3.— Details  of  Interest. 

The  objects  discovered  are  like  our  own — ^Eoman,  Saxon, 

and  Mediaeval,  constituting  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  great 

variety  and  interest    I  had  the  opportimity  of  inspecting  a 

number  of  them  in  iiOndon  in  1859,  and  was  so  much  struck 

with  their  resemblance  to  the  objects  procured  in  our  own 

neighbourhood,  that  I  could  easily  have  fancied  them  to  be 

part  of  a  find  on  the  Cheshire  coast.     They^  embraced  the 

*  In  1801  its  population  was  184,  i     f  ArdueologicalJounial, XV.,  154, 
and  in  1851, 294.  155. 
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following  objects ;  but  the  list  is  of  course  imperfect,  and  in- 
tended to  be  merely  suggedlive.  I  have  arranged  them  in  the 
order  of  the  chapters  and  plates  in  this  volume,  so  that  the 
reader  may  have  an  opportunity  of  comparison. 

(1.)  FibtUce,  Roman. — One  was  small  and  bowed,  like  those 
on  our  Plate  III.,  figs.  1 — 7. 

(2.)  Brooches,  Circular,  (Plate  V.) — One  of  these  was  silver, 
and  the  rest  bronze.  Others  resembled  what  we  have  desig- 
nated "  Buckle  brooches,"  (Plate  VI.)  Several  mediaeval  ones 
were  very  elegant  One  resembles  ours,  Plate  VL,  fig.  12,  but 
has  places  for  the  insertion  of  stones  or  paste,  like  fig.  3  on  the 
same  plate. 

(3.)  Buckles.  (Plates  VIL,  VIIL,  IX.)— As  in  our  own  case, 
these  were  the  most  numerous  class  of  objects,  amoimting  to 
about  forty  in  alL  This  is  about  one-tenth  of  the  number 
procured  in  Cheshire.  Some  had  shanks  or  attachments,  and 
others  had  none ;  and,  as  in  our  own  case,  hardly  two  were 
similar  in  size  or  design. 

(4.)  Tags  or  Strap  JSnds.  (Plate  XL)— These  were  all  of 
brass  or  bronze,  and  were  very  numerous. 

(5.)  Leather  Ornaments. — The  variety  exhibited  here  as  well 
as  the  number,  was  much  less  than  in  our  own  case.  Still, 
there  were  numerous  pieces  of  metal  stamped  in  relief,  like 
those  which  we  have  designated  "  Plates,"  page  129.  These 
are  all  supposed  to  have  been  attached  to  belts  and  other 
leathern  parts  of  the  dress  and  equipments. 

At  page  135  [a]  we  have  noticed  several  small  shields,  some 
of  them  plain,  but  one  bearing  an  armorial  device.  These  were 
supposed  to  have  been  attached  to  the  arms  and  dress  of  re- 
tainers. A  shield  of  that  kind  was  found  at  Dunwich  about 
one  inch  long,  with  the  royal  arms  upon  it,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  belonged  to  the  fourteenth  century. 

(6.)  Bosses  and  Studs. — Under  the  general  name,  "  plates  of 
metal,"  given  in  his  description  by  the  Rev.  GreviUe  J.  Chester, 
no  doubt  bosses  and  studs  were  included ;  but,  as  the  object^ 
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\^ere  much  less  numerous  thai!  ours,  so  the  classification  is 
not  so  minute. 

(7.)  K^s.  (Plates  XVIIL,  XIX.,  XIX  Ju,  XIXB.)— These 
were  very  numerous,  and  were  chiefly  of  bronze.  Some  are 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  Eoman  period,  and  probably  are  of 
that  date.  One  which  is  figured  in  the  Archoeological  Journal, 
vol.  XV.,  p.  155,  resembles  the  well  known  Chinese  key,  such 
as  is  shown  here,  Plate  XIXB.,  fig.  6. 

(8.)  Pirn,  Large  and  Small.  (Plates  XXIL,  XXIII.)— These 
were  found  of  various  shapes  and  sizes,  and  of  various  degrees 
of  antiquity. 

(9.)  Rings.  (Plates  XXIV.,  XXV.)— Several  of  these  were 
found,  supposed  to  be  Saxon  and  medisBvaL 

(10.)  Seals.  (Plate  XXVIL) — ^A  circular  brass  matrix,  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  with  a  bird,  supposed  to  be  an 
eagle,  retrogardant ;  after  a  cross  come  the  words,  cjrede  mihi  : 
it  is  supposed  to  be  of  the  fourteenth  century.  Thomas 
Gardner,  who  wrote  a  history  of  Dunwich  more  than  a  hun- 
dred years  ago,  possessed  at  that  time  sixty-five  seals,  all 
"  found  hereabouts." 

(11.)  Pilgrim  Signs,  (Plate  XXVII.)— There  was  found  a 
leaden  pouch  or  ampulla,  such  as  were  distributed  to  pilgrims 
who  had  visited  certain  shrines.  On  one  side  is  a  scallop 
shell;  and  on  the  other  a  branch  over  the  letter  R  Four  or 
five  others  have  been  foimd ;  and  they  are  known  in  various 
I)arts  of  England,  though  they  do  not  appear  to  be  found  in 
Cheshira 

(12.)  Coins.  (Plate  XXVII.)— In  addition  to  one  or  two 
Eoman  coins,  there  are  those  of  the  following  reigns,  Henry  II., 
Heniy  III,  Edward  I.,  Edward  II.,  Edward  III.,  Henry  IV., 
Henry  V.,  Henry  VL,  Henry  VlL,  Henry  VIIL,  together 
with  Scotch  coins,  and  one  of  Charles,  Count  of  Anjou.  There 
was  a  mint  at  Dunwich.  Several  of  the  earliest  English 
coins,  namely — ^those  of  Henry  II.  and  Henry  IIL — are  cut 
into  halves  and  quarters,  like  those  shown  on  our  own  Plate> 

2  c 
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figs.  11  and  12 ;  and  some  of  the  Scottish  coins  are  divided  in 
like  manner. 

(13.)  Tradesjnen's  Tokens, — Of  these  we  possess  a  few  local 
examples.  One  is  of  brass,  with  a  rude  shidd  upon  it,  and 
the  others  ate  all  of  lead. 

(14)  PoUery.  (Plate  XXXI.)— At  about  five  feet  from  the 
top  of  the  bank,  or  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  several 
specimens  of  coarse  pottery  were  found;  blue,  black,  and 
brown.  Some  were  Eoman,  and  others  perhaps  Saxom  In 
one  case  the  fragments  nearly  formed  a  complete  urn. 

(15.)  Animal  Remains.  ^Plate  XXXIL) — ^Two  human 
skeletons  were  found  projecting  from  the  face  of  the  cUff,  as 
skeletons  are  found  on  our  own  coast  in  the  black  earth ;  and 
two  others  were  found  on  the  ahora  It  is  natural  to  expect 
that  human  bones  will  be  more  abundant  there  than  in  our 
neighbourhood,  as  the  churchyards  are  still  in  tiie  process  of 
removal,  whereas  our  one  burying-ground  (see  page  16)  lay 
far  beneath  the  tide.  Of  bones  of  the  inferior  animals,  there 
are  those  of  the  ox,  slieep,  deer,  &c,,  besides  numerous  teetii. 

(16.)  A  stone,  being  part  of  a  building  of  considerable 
architectural  pretensions,  was  dredged  out  of  tiie  sea  It  was 
found  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  shore^  and  in  ten 
fathoms  water. 


V^CGNCLUSIOK, 

1.— Inferences  from  the  Domesday  Survey. 

On  identifying  the  places  with  those  mentioned  in  tlie 

Domesday  Survey,  we  are  struck  by  the  peculiarity  of  the 

geographical  arrangement ;  and  as  this  has  never  been  noticed 

before,  so  fat  as  I  am  aware,  I  here  draw  attention  to  it.* 

^  The  whole  line  of  coast,  from  the  Mersey  to  the  Dee, 

appears  to  have  been  minutely  known ;  not  a  single  township 

-  -   ■  ■    -    -  ■  -  -      ■  -     -      >  -        - -  ■       

*  The  materials  are  taken  from  the    shire,  by  WilUiam  Beamonl,  £s^,  of 
Extension  and    Translation  of    the    Warrington^ 
part  referring  to  Cheshire  and  Lanca- 
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being  omitted.  For  example,  we  have  Wallasey,  Great  Meolsj 
and  Little  Meols,  the  first  and  second  of  which  nearly  occupy 
the  whole  end  of  the  peninsula,  while  the  third  is  merely  the 
angle  or  comer  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee.  A  portion  of  each 
of  them  was  comprised  in  the  Wallasey  Leasowes,  and  formed 
part  of  the  race-course,  of  which  nearly  one  half  has  been 
carried  away.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  they  were  originally 
separated  by  a  rivulet  which  connected  the  waters  of  the 
inland  marsh  with  the  tides ;  and,  as  these  waters  were  also 
connected  with  Wallasey  Pool,  the  parish  of  Wallasey  was 
practically  insulated.*  The  original  settlement,  no  doubt, 
occupied  the  highest  ground  on  the  south-western  side  of  this 
channel,  or  the  very  portion  which  we  assign  to  the  extinct 
town.  At  present,  the  portion  of  Great  Meols  township  which 
adjoins  Wallasey,  consists  of  a  narrow  strip  of  sand  and  marsh 
near  tlje  embankment ;  from  which  it  is  clear  that  much  of  thei 
actual  territory  lay  to  seaward,  or  forming  a  peninsula  between 
the  tide  and  the  in-shore  lagoon.  Of  the  township  of  Hoose 
there  is  no  mention;  and  its  absence  is  significtmt.  The 
derivation  which  we  previously  gave  (page  6)  is  thus  con- 
firmed; that  it  is  an  area  won  from  the  "hoes"  or  sandhills. 
This  may  acooimt  for  the  fact  that  it  was  till  lately  extra- 
parochial 

Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee  We  have  Galdy  men- 
tioned in  two  sections,  one  of  Which  answers  to  the  modern 
'' Grange;"  also  Thurstaston,  Heswell,  and  Gayton,  here 
recorded  in  order.  Greasby,  which  is  more  inland,  is  also 
mentioned.  Continuing  our  progress  up  the  Deel,  we  have 
Leighton,  Great  If eston,  little  Neston,  Hargreave^  and  If  ess 
noticed;  with  Ledsham,  Eaby,  and  Thornton  Hough,  more 
inland.  The  township  of  Willaston  is  not  specially  named ; 
but  at  that  time  it  gave  name  to  the  whole  hundred,  which  was 
called  Willaveston.    The  parish  of  Shotwick  is  noticed  with 

♦  Its    original   name,    Kirkby-in-  i  the  woody  island, 
Waliey,  means  the  chnrch-housc  in  [ 
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its  included  townships  of  Saughall  and  Capenhurst,  but  both 
Burton  and  Puddington  are  omitted.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  from  the  walls  of  Chester  to  Little  Meols,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Dee,  every  important  place  was  accurately  known  at 
the  Conquest,  and  that  the  places  which  now  constitute  modem 
townships  were  also  well  known  over  most  of  the  interior  of 
the  peninsula. 

Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mersey,  we  find  Wtdlasey 
the  first  and  almost  the  last ;  for  there  is  no  notice  of  either 
Liscard  or  Poidton-with-Seacombe,  nor  of  Birkenhead,  Tran- 
mere,  Bebbington,  Hooton,  Netherpool,  Childer-Thomton,  or 
Whitby.  We  find,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  places  a  little  moi-e 
inland  were  known  and  are  recorded ;  as  Storeton  and  Poulton- 
cum-Spital,  also  Eastham,  Overpool,  and  the  two  Suttons. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  Cheshire  bank  of  the  Mersey,  which 
has  almost  become  a  continuous  town  in  our  own  days,  was 
practically  imknown ;  consisting  probably  of  marsh  and  wood- 
laud  not  appropriated,  and  comparatively  valueless.  Tlie 
productive  portions  of  any  of  these  would  be  included  within 
the  indefinite  and  shifting  limits  of  some  of  the  others  named. 
Advancing  to  the  parish  of  Woodchurch,  we  find  its  northern 
townships  (including  Woodchurch,  Arrow,  Oxton,  and  Pensby) 
unnoticed,  with  the  single  exception  of  Ejaocktorum ;  while 
the  southern  townships,  Prenton,  Landican,  Thingwall,  and 
Bamston,  are  known.  One  can  well  understand  this,  as  even 
in  our  own  time  the  northern  portion  of  the  hundred,  and  of 
this  parish,  is  very  uninviting.  It  is  thus  described  by  the 
historian  of  Cheshire — 

**  Cheshire  possesses  no  parish  of  similar  extent,  that  has  fewer  daims 
to  attention  and  interest,  than  Woodchardi ;  a  district  which  appeai-s  as 
if  it  had  come  unfinished  from  the  hands  of  nature,  and  is  certainly 
under  yery  little  obligation  to  the  improvementa  of  man.  It  occupies 
the  centre  of  the  northern  part  of  the  peninsula,  and  presents  an 
appearance  bare,  moorish,  and  cheerless,  but  never  rising  into  the  wild 
or  the  picturesque."  • 

•  Ormerod's  Hist.  Chesh.,  II.,  286. 
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Of  the  entire  parish  of  Bidston,  containiiig  upwards  of  4000 
acres,  and  comprising  Bidston-cnm-Ford,  Claughton-cum- 
Grange,  Moreton-cum-Iingham,  and  Saughall  Massey,  not  a 
single  place  is  named.  At  the  time  of  the  survey,  it  must 
have  possessed  the  characteristics  of  Woodchurch  in  an  un- 
usual degree ;  as  within  its  limits  falls  most  of  the  area  shown 
on  the  map  within  a  dotted  line.  This  consists  of  nearly  3000 
acres,  lying  below  the  level  of  high- water,  great  part  of  which 
is  still  a  marsh  appropriated  as  grazing  land  during  the  sum- 
mer, and  unsuitable  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation. 

The  following  is  the  extended  account  of  three  townships 
at  the  end  of  the  peninsula,  from  Mr.  Beamont's  translation 
referred  to  above  : — 

Little  Meols.  The  same  Bobert  holds  Melas.  Levenot  had  it.  There 
is  one  hide  rateable  to  the  gelt.  The  land  is  ill  carucates.  One 
radman  and  iii  villeins  and  iii  bordars  have  i  caracate.  In  King 
Edward's  time  it  was  worth  x  shillings,  and  after  viii  shillings,  now 
xii  shillings. 

CfrecU  Meols,  The  same  Robert  holds  Melcu.  Levenot  held  it.  There 
is  one  hide  rateable  to  the  gelt.  The  land  is  one  carucate  and  a  half. 
One  radman  and  ii  villeins  and  ij  bordars  have  one  carucate  there.  In 
King  Edward's  time  it  was  worth  xv  shillings  now  x  shillings.  He 
(the  Earl)  found  it  waste. 

Wallasey.  The  same  Eobert  holds  WaUea,  TJctred  held  it,  and  was 
a  freeman.  There  is  one  hide  and  a  half  rateable  to  the  gelt  The 
land  is  iv  carucates.  (There  are)  one  villein  and  i  bordar  there  with 
half  a  carucate,  and  one  foreigner  has  one  carucate  with  ii  neatherds 
and  i  radman  and  i  bordar. 

It  appears  from  this,  that  at  the  time  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor, Great  Meols  was  half  as  valuable  again  as  Little 
Meols ;  but  that,  in  the  short  period  of  about  thirty  years, 
their  relative  and  absolute  condition  had  greatly  altered. 
Little  Meols  had  lost  in  value  20  per  cent,  and  had  then  not 
merely  recovered  but  gained  20  per  cent ;  while  Great  Meols, 
the  locality  of  our  antiquities,  had  sunk  in  value  33  per  cent, 
and  not  recovered  at  alL  As  the  Earl  of  Chester  found  it 
waste,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  great  natural  changes  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


890  PART  IIL — DEPOSITION   OF  THE   OBJECTS. 

condition  had  taken  place  in  the  interval^  e,  g.,  the  wasting 
away  or  sinking  of  part  of  the  ooast,  and  the  ingres^  of  the 
blowing  sands.  Such  phenomena  are  well  known  upon 
various  parts  of  our  ooast,  as  at  Perranzabuloe,  in  Cornwall, 
where  the  ancient  church  was  buried  in  sand,  or  Forvee,  on 
the  north  oocyst  of  Scotland,  where,  in  a  terrific  storm  of  nine 
days'  duration,  the  entire  parish  was  covered  by  sand  and 
destroyed,* 

2.— General  Inferences, 

1.  The  coast  formerly  projected  much  farther  to  seaward. 
This  is  not  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  a  demonstrable  fact  The  * 
evidence  on  which  the  statement  is  founded  may  be  briefly 
given  thus : — 

(a.)  The  showing  of  aucient  mapa 

(6.)  The  testimony  of  historic  records, 

(c.)  A  considerable  portion  of  a  race-course  has  been  removed. 

(d.)  A  public  road  has  been  broken  up  and  rendered  useless. 

(e.)  A  burial-place  has  been  carried  away, 

(/.)  It  has  been  foimd  necessary  to  build  a  large  embank- 
ment against  the  sea. 

(g.)  Notwithstanding  this,  its  inroads  upon  the  land  have 
taken  place  so  recently  as  the  present  year,  1863. 

2.  The  following  facts  may  be  stated  in  corroboration : — 
(a.)  To  seaward  of  the  present  cultivated  land  and  sandhills 

are  found  the  remains,  not  of  one,  but  of  several  forests, 
of  different  growths,  with  their  roots  imbedded  in  the 
soil  in  which  they  flourished. 

(J.)  Traces  of  cultivation  exist,  imder  the  mounds  of  sand, 
to  the  very  margin  of  the  tide ;  proving  that  even  cultiva- 
tion extended  to  seaward  of  the  present  water-lina 

(c.)  The  remains  of  an  ancient  house,  like  the  Hall  or 
proprietary  mansion  of  the  neighbourhood,  existed  till 
within  the  last  century ;  and  portions  of  buildings  still 
standing,  contain  some  of  its  materials  worked  up  in  them. 

*  Pratt*8  ^i8to|y  of  Bnchao,  p.  S45. 
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'    (d,y  An  ancient  well,  or  spring  of  fresh  water,  rises  far  within 

the  area  covered  by  the  tide ;  and  tradition  asserts  that 

it  was  formeriy  covered  by  a  brick  archway,  and  that  it 

was  last  used  by  the  attendants  on  the  lighthouse  which 

has  been  obliterated. 

8,  The  oldest  or  Eoman  articles  are  found  in  the  upper 

stratum  of  the  old  forest  turf,  among  the  tnuiks  and  roots  of 

trees ;  but  their  range  is  extremely  limited,  and  they  are  found 

chiefly  to  the  eastward  of  Dove  Point.  From  this  it  is  evident 

that  the  earliest  inhabitants  of  Meols  established  themselves 

on  the  side  next  the  lighthouse. 

4.  The  pre-historio  or  purely  British  objects  are  so  few  in 
number  that  this  can  never  have  been  a  British  station ; 
though,  no  doubt,  wandering  tribes  of  several  kinds  passed 
over  it  in  primitive  times. 

5.  The  Eoman  objects,  though  among  the  oldest,  are  stUl  so 
nimierQus  as  to  be  consistent  only  with  the  theory  that  there 
was  an  important  station  here.  When  the  land  projected 
further  out,  it  gave  them  a  full  view  of  a  long  range  of  coast.  Sir 
Charles  Lyell  mentions  a  tradition  respecting  Drmwich,  that 
the  tailors  could  sit  in  their  shops  there,  and  see  the  ships 
entering  Yarmouth  bay.  So  the  Eoman  centurion  may  have 
stood  upon  the  coast  of  ancient  Meols,  and  seen  the  galleys  of 
his  countrymen  sail  down  Chester  water.  Turning  to  the 
west,  they  passed  along  the  Cambrian  coast ;  or  to  the  east, 
round  EUlbre,  through  Heye-pol,  and  past  his  own  point  of 
observation. 

6.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  high  sandy  promontory,  of 
which  the  Dove  Spit  is  all  that  now  remains;  and,  owing 
to  the  force  of  frequent  strong  tides,  it  is  gradually  dimin- 
ishing. On  this  promontory  ancient  Meols  was  no  doubt 
situated ;  and  the  imsubstantial  materials  of  which  it  was 
composed,  like  the  hill  of  Dunwich,  presented  facilities  for  its 
destruction.  The  inhabitants  literally  realized  the  effects  of 
building  their  houses  upon  the  sand.    This  elevation,  of  whai- 
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ever  height,  appears  to  have  been  covered  with  trees,  in  the 
shelter  of  which  they  wandered,  and  near  which  their  cottages 
were  placed.  And  as  we  find,  in  various  parts  of  England, 
that  the  ancient  Soman  roads  were  used  by  the  Saxons,  and 
in  many  instances  continue  to  form  the  leading  lines  of  com- 
munication to  our  own  times,  so  the  village,  the  seashore,  the 
woodland  paths,  the  burying-ground,  &c.,  were  used  not  only 
by  successive  generations,  but  by  successive  peoples.  This 
accoimts  for  the  finding  of  objects  differing  in  nationcdity  as 
well  as  in  date,  within  the  narrow  limits  under  iuvestigation. 

9.  But  the  more  modem  objects  are  found  further  westward, 
certain  Saxon  examples,  chiefly  coins,  being  found  nearly  a 
mile  to  the  west,  and  on  the  clay ;  thus  showing  a  gradual 
change  of  residence  in  the  direction  of  the  Dee,  owing  no 
doubt  to  such  physical  causes  as  those  we  are  considering. 

10.  The  articles  which  belong  more  strictly  to  modem  his- 
toric times — e.  g,,  to  the  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  eighteenth,  and 
nineteenth  centuries — are  foxmd  nearer  to  the  village  of  Hoy- 
lake,  or  still  further  removed  fix)m  the  original  Eoman  posi- 
tion. Thus,  keeping  to  seaward  of  the  present  water-line,  we 
trace  the  course  of  habitation  from  the  eastern  side  of  Dove 
Point  to  the  village  of  Hoylake. 

11.  The  island  of  Hilbre  (Hilbury,  Ilbre,  or  Helburgh) 
possesses  an  interest  of  its  own.  It  was  a  Saxon  cell  of  monks 
of  the  Benedictine  order ;  and  the  access  to  it  was  usually  by 
Chester,  both  in  going  and  retuming.  In  later  times  it  held 
communication  by  ship  across  the  Dee,  or  over  the  Constable's 
sands.  Several  Saxon  objects  have  been  found  at  or  near  it, 
including  the  cross,  p.  267,  and  a  few  Eoman  objects ;  but, 
though  these  are  enimierated  here,  they  were  in  some  degree 
unconnected  with  the  village  of  Meols,  and  with  the  objects 
found  there. 

12.  The  Danes  were  familiar  with  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  probably  ravaged  its  coasts,  as  they  did  in  other  parts  of 
England ;  but  fix)m  the  manner  in  which  Scandinavian  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONCLUSION.  393 

Saxon  local  names  are  blended  on  the  estuary  of  the  Dee,  and 
indeed  all  along  the  coast  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  it  is 
clear  that  they  formed  peaceful  settlements  among  the  people, 
and  exercised  productive  industry.  In  the  parish  of  West 
Kirkby,  they  found  an  unusual  number  of  enclosed  fields;* 
and  of  course  agriculture,  in  a  progressive  state,  even  in  that 
unpromising  situation. 

13.  The  incursion  of  the  Danes,  however,  could  not  have 
efTected  much  injury;  for  we  find  that  most  of  the  relics 
belong  to  dates  subsequent  to  that  period ;  and  it  is  some- 
times impossible  to  say  when  an  object  belonged  to  the  Saxon 
members  of  the  great  continental  family,  and  when  to  the 
Danish  members. 

14  At  the  time  of  the  Domesday  Survey,  Great  Meols 
appears  to  have  been  recently  sanded  up ;  and  it  possessed 
then  only  about  thirty  acres  of  arable  land,  in  connection  with 
which  five  families  are  mentioned.  One  of  these  was  a  rad- 
man  (roadster  or  carrier) ;  two  others  were  labourers ;  and  the 
remaining  two  were  tenants  pajring  in  kind,  or  furnishing 
animal  food  for  the  table  of  the  proprietor.  It  would  certainly 
appear  as  if  the  inhabitants  had  just  then  shifted  westward,  in 
the  direction  of  Little  Meols ;  for  there  was  there  twice  as  much 
land  iminjured,  and  the  labourers  and  tenants  were  three  and 
three  respectively. 

15.  The  neat-herds  of  Wallasey,  who  exercised  their  vocation 
in  the  days  of  the  Conqueror,  have  their  representatives  at  the 
present  hour ;  but  the  radman  with  his  pack-horse  no  longer 
plunges  through  the  sandy  roads  of  Caldy,  Thurstaston,  and 
Heswall,  to  the  region  of  civilization  at  Chester.  His  craft 
has  been  superseded  by  the  proprietors  of  well-appointed 
omnibuses,  by  farmers  with  their  carts,  and  by  one  or  two 
carriers. 

16.  Bradshaw  the  poet,  quoted  p.  27,  shows  that  in  the  reign 
of  the  first  Henry,  the  Dee  was  a  well-frequented  river ;  that 

*  See  Remarks  on  the  tennination  "  hey"  p.  39. 
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numerous  ships,  such  as  the  time  Ainiished,  lay  at  its  montfa^; 
and  that  the  passage  across  to  Baaingwerk  Abbey,  near  the 
modem  Holywell,  was  then  a  *'  royal  road," 

17.  The  remains  of  Norman  pottery  which  have  be«i  dis^ 
covered,  and  the  numerous  goad*spurs,  which  are  still  more 
distinct  and  significant,  afford  evidence  that  the  settlement 
revived ;  and  that  persons  of  knightly  character  frequented 
the  woods  and  sands  of  the  locality,  while  their  humbler  fol- 
lowers used  such  household  implements  as  the  condition  of 
the  arts  then  furnished.  Of  thQ  wearers  of  the  goad  spurs  it 
may  be  said  :— 

Their  bones  are  duti. 
Their  swords  are  rust, 
Their  souls  are  with  the  saints,  we  trnst, 

18.  The  succeeding  period,  that  is  to  say,  the  mediaeval  or 
early  English,  was  probably  the  most  flourishing ;  and  may 
have  continued  down  to  about  the  year  1500.    Most  of  the 

jects  range  over  this  period  of  four  centuries ;  and  we  are, 
^refore,  at  liberty  to  infer  that  the  great  inroads  of  the  sea, 
:e  great  earthquakes,  occurred  at  remote  periods,  though  the 
nor  causes  and  effects  were  of  regular  occurrence. 

19.  The  more  modern  objects  are  easily  accounted  for,  as 
my  of  them,  no  doubt,  belonged  to  non-resident  persons ; 
5.,  to  the  sailors  and  military,  who  merely  passed  over  the 
aca 

20.  Though  no  houses  remain,  nor  any  portion  of  them,  there 
evidence  that  the  mass  of  these  relics  belonged  to  resident 
ople,  and  not  to  mere  passers-by.  The  limited  geographical 
3a  within  which  the  Boman  and  Saxon  objects  are  found, 

of  itself,  conclusive  on  th^  subject  Besides,  our  modem 
wn  house  represents  a  building  of  solid  brick  or  stone,  covered 
ith  slates,  and  with  doors  and  glazed  windows.  This  is  very 
fferent  from  the  fragile  structures  which  must  have  satisfied 
etny  even  of  the  wealthy  in  the  olden  time.  Their  houses 
3re  probably  ^U  of  timber;  much  of  their  furniture  of  the 
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same  material ;  and  timber  also  served  them  for  fueL  Some 
portion  of  these,  no  doubt,  still  remains  undistinguishable  in 
the  spongy  masses  of  oak,  fir,  and  hazel,  which  make  the  Dove 
or  Black  earth  almost  one  mass  of  rotten  timber.  In  no  part 
of  England  have  houses  of  wooden  construction  continued  so 
long  as  in  Cheshire ;  where  the  framed  timber  and  plaster,  or 
post-and-petrel,  houses  may  still  be  seen  either  in  town  or 
country  districts. 

21.  There  are  few  warlike  implements  among  aU  that  are 
found ;  it  is  clear,  therefore,  that  they  were  connected  mainly 
with  civil  and  peaceful  pursuits. 

22.  There  are  the  articles  of  female  ornament  and  industry; 
the  hair-pin,  the  needJe,  the  spindle-whorl,  the  ear-rings, 
beads,  &c.,  as  well  as  those  connected  with  the  dress  of  men 
and  the  equipment  of  horses.  Therefore,  both  sexes  must 
have  made  the  locality  their  home;  and,  though  no  object  has 
been  found  which  can  be  clearly  identified  as  a  child's  toy,  it 
is  evident  that  family  ties  existed,  that  children  grew  up, 
that  adult  men  and  women  engaged  in  the  daily  struggle  of 
life,  and  that  old  age,  as  usual,  sank  into  the  tomb. 

23.  There  are  articles  of  various  degrees  of  intrinsic  value ; 
some  common,  as  of  lead,  pewter,  and  iron ;  and  others  rare,  as 
of  gold,  silver,  and  enamel  Therefore,  the  rich  and  the  poor 
have  met  together  upon  this  spot,  and  have  combined  largely 
with  others  in  the  middle  ranks  of  life. 

24  Since  so  many  as  ninety  objects  were  found  in  a  single 
year,  it  may  be  said  that  they  are  still  numerous ;  yet,  we 
know  by  comparison,  that  they  are  rapidly  diminishing.  In 
1814  they  were  found  in  much  greater  abundance ;  and  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  them  has  since  increased.  The  in- 
ference is,  that  the  principal  inhabited  spot  is  becoming  more 
and  more  completely  washed  away,  and  that  we  are  now  only 
on  the  outskirts,  picking  up  such  objects  as  the  tide  separates 
or  washes  out  from  the  enclosing  eartL 

25.  While  discussing  the  question  respecting  the  existence 
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of  former  residents,  and  the  periods  at  which  they  respectively 
flourished,  we  stand  on  the  very  surface  which  they  trod,  and 
move  portions  of  the  trees  about,  imder  whose  foliage  they 
rested.  Some  of  these  fragments  may  have  been  the  porches 
or  lintels  of  their  doors,  the  posts  which  supported  their 
humble  roofs,  or  the  benches  on  which  they  sat  at  eventide, 
when  the  toils  of  the  field  or  of  the  forest  chase  were  over. 

26.  It  requires  no  stretch  of  the  imagination,  but  only  the 
legitimate  exercise  of  fair  reasoning,  to  realize  such  a  picture 
as  that  which  Mrs.  Hemans  presents  to  us,  in  her  little  poem 
entitled  "The  Last  Tree  of  the  Forest"  She  represents 
a  gigantic  oak  as  uttering  words  which  might  be  spoken  by 
one  of  those  beside  us : — 

I  have  seen  the  knight  and  his  train  ride  past, 

With  his  banner  borne  on  high  ; 
Over  all  my  leaves  there  was  brightness  cast, 

From  his  gleaming  panoply. 

The  pilgrim  at  my  feet  hath  laid 

His  palm  branch,  'midst  the  flowers, 
And  told  his  beads,  and  meekly  pray'd, 

Elneeling  at  vesper  hours. 

And  the  merry  men  of  wild  and  glen, 

In  the  green  array  they  wore. 
Have  feasted  here  with  red  wine's  cheer, 

And  the  hunters'  songs  of  yore, 

Aud  the  minstrel,  resting  in  my  shade. 

Hath  made  the  forest  ring, 
With  the  loi-dly  tales  of  the  high  crusade, 

Once  loved  by  chief  and  king. 

3. — Finale. 
The  contest  between  land  and  water  is  one  among  the 
natural  influences  that  go  forward  without  cessation.  In 
general,  a  sandy  coast  gains  upon  the  sea,  and  the  sea  gains 
where  there  are  perpendicular  clifis  of  any  material  which 
admits  of  being  gradually  undermined.  Tear  by  year  the 
contest  is  waged  in  Egypt,  where,  during  the  long  drought. 
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tlie  desert  sands  narrow  the  little  strip  of  cultivation;  and 
again,  the  Nile,  at  the  swelling  of  its  waters,  drives  back  the 
desert  for  a  time.  On  our  own  coast  the  contest  is  similar  in 
principle,  but  on  a  smaller  scale.  We  have  narrowed  the  bed 
of  both  rivers,  and  extracted  valuable  land  from  their  bottoms. 
We  have  hemmed  them  in  within  narrower  bounds,  and  tried 
to  secure  a  deep  channel  for  our  large  ships ;  and  it  is  natural 
to  suppose  that  Neptune  will  have  his  reprisals.  If  he 
destroyed  the  land  while  under  no  such  provocation,  he  will 
not  spare  it  to-day. 

Within  sight  of  the  spot  where  these  relics  were  procured, 
and  where  the  associations  of  centuries  lie  buried,  two  sister 
boroughs  rise,  where  nothing  but  a  castle  and  an  abbey  were 
seen,  and  reckon  their  joint  population  at  more  than  half  a 
million.  At  a  short  distance,  forests  of  masts  meet  the  eye ;  and 
in  the  giant  havens  won  from  the  marsh  and  the  river,  and  along 
the  hill-side,  the  products  of  the  world  are  deposited  for  use  and 
transmission.  The  roar  of  a  great  town  echoes  over  melancholy 
wastes,  once  thriving  and  populous  ;  and  to  the  sound  of  the 
shipmen's  voices,  or  the  rattle  of  the  hammers  of  naval  archi- 
tects, there  is  now  no  response  from  these  almost  desolate 
sands.  Tlius,  commerce  like  fortune  turns  her  wheel,  scat- 
tering her  favours  now  to  this  place,  now  to  that,  and  showing 
that  none  is  secure  against  a  reasonable  proportion  of  what  are 
called  "  ups  and  downs." 

In  trying  to  rescue  this  place  and  its  successive  inhabitants 
from  oblivion,  and  to  show  something  of  their  existence,  cha- 
racter, and  pursuits,  by  the  small  monimients  which  they  have 
left  behind  them,  the  writer  has  been  chiefly  anxious  to  adduce 
a  large  body  of  well-ascertained  facts,  as  the  materials  for  future 
comparison  and  generalization.  The  professional  archaeologist 
may  discover  some  faults  in  the  treatment  of  the  numerous 
details,  but  he  will  find  at  the  same  time  a  large  fund  of  new  and 
authentic  materials ;  and,  if  a  more  correct  explanation  can  be 
given  than  is  offered  here,  the  writer  will  be  one  of  the  first 
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and  the  heartiest  to  welcome  it  He  has  been  uniistially  cau- 
tious in  fixing  the  dates  of  particular  objects ;  knowing  that 
it  is  very  easy  to  deceive  oneself  in  this  respect,  and  to  exag- 
gerate the  importance  of  a  commonplace  object,  by  arbitrarily 
claiming  for  it  a  position  which  no  one  can  l^ally  disprove. 
But,  another  date  may  be  just  as  arbitrarily  assigned,  and  the 
disproof  may  be  as  diflBcult ;  so  that  nothing  is  settled  by  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course.  In  the  present  case,  it  is  wholly 
unnecessary  to  urge  the  importance  of  the  objects  generally, 
as  they  speak  for  themselves,  and  they  will  more  than  bear 
out  all  the  inferences  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  extract 
from  them. 

I  venture  to  believe  that,  amidst  all  the  jostling  and  compe- 
tition of  commerce,  and  amid  the  continued  excitement  of 
political  events  anticipated  or  achieved,  there  is  still  a  feeling 
of  earnest  interest  in  the  past,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  know 
the  former  condition  of  a  locality  which  has  made,  and  is 
making,  the  materials  of  history  so  rapidly.  It  may  never 
happen  that  our  own  town  wiU  be  either  sanded  up  or  washed 
away.  No  future  Belzoni  may  find  it  necessary  to  dig  out 
Nelson's  monument  from  the  deserted  exchange ;  nor  may  the 
antiquaries  of  New  Zealand  occupy  themselves  in  discussion 
respecting  the  alleged  position  of  St.  George's  HalL  On  the 
contrary,  let  us  suppose  a  tide  of  continued  prosperity,  and 
many  rapid  and  successive  enlargements  of  the  sister  towns  on 
the  banks  of  the  Mersey ;  even  then,  the  numerous  children  of 
both  communities  will  look  back  with  kindly  interest  to  our 
days,  just  as  we  do  to  the  various  periods  which  have  been 
passed  in  review  in  these  pages. 
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Acus,  general  meaning  of  the  word, 
221. 

Adnm  Bell  and  Clym  of  the  Clough, 
O.  B.,  q noted.  202n. 

Adams's  Index  Villaris  referred  lo.  1 5. 

Ages  of  the  Antiquarian  objects,  57. 

Aguiler,  or  Needle-o^ise,  2.0. 

Ainslie,  P.  B.,  Esq.,  his  collection  of 
Antiquities,  49,  51. 

Albert  Graeme,  Scott's,  quoted,  83. 

Amadonr,  our  Lady  of,  283 ;  explana- 
tion respecting,  283,  284. 

Amber,  Cheshire  antiquities  of,  53; 
beads  of,  1 60. 

American  Indians,  their  smoking- 
pipes,  339. 

Anchor  dredged  up,  354 ;  size  of,  354 ; 
similar  ones,  355. 

Ancient  Settlements,  theory  of  de- 
struction, 363;  details  of,  377. 

Ancren  Riwle,  quoted,  84,  87,  2i8n; 
234  R. 

Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle,  quoted,  25n. 

Angons,  see  '*  Spears." 

Animal  Remains,  found,  21 ;  consist 
of  what,  347  ;  their  flesh  abundant 
347;  the  Remains  in  a  Natural 
state,  347 ;  manufactured,  348 ;  Irish 
elk,  348 ;  red-deer,  348 ;  roe-buck, 
348 ;  fallow-deer,  348  ;  Bos  primi- 
genius,  348;  Bos  bngijrons,  349; 
wild-boar,  350 ;  horse,  &c,  350.  In 
a  manufactured  state,  351 ;  hHir- 
pins,  351 ;  boar's  tusk,  351 ;  whistle, 
351 ;  knife-handle,  351 ;  shoes,  &c., 
852.  Specimens  found  in  1862, 362 ; 
ditto  from  Swiss  lakes,  375;  ditto 
from  Dunwich,  386. 

Annals  of  Liverpool,  quoted,  199n. 

Annie  of  Lough  Ryan,  O.  B.,  quoted, 
246. 

Annularius,  his  labours,  241. 

Antiquities,  found  where,  1 ;  a  puz/Jc 
to  archaeologists,  2;  how  and  when 
discovered,  47;  ownership  of,  51; 
materiids  of,  52 ;  purposes  of,  53 ; 
analysis  of,  according  to  use,  55,  56 ; 
age  of,  57 ;  various  collections  of, 
49,  50 ;  size  of,  60 ;  style  of  art  in, 
60  ;  how  lost  in  crannoges,  369. 


Apocrypha,  quoted,  90»i. 

Aquatic  Habitations,  theory  of,  363, 

366 ;  examined  in  detail,  366  ;  two 

heads,  367. 
Arbuthnot's   Puer   Scolear,  quoted, 

234. 
Archceologia,  quoted,  120,  126,  126n, 

13311. 
Archer,  derived  use  of  the  term,  20  ) ; 

surname  of,  199  ;  its  locality,  199. 
Archer's  costume  in  this  district,  199. 
Archery,  implements  of,  197 ;  known 

to  the  ancients,  197 ;   origin  and 

shape  of  bows,  198 ;  used  till  when, 

198. 
Ark  of  the  Israelites,  its  character, 

19211. 
Arkwright,  trade  of,  241fi;  surname 

of,  242n. 
Arrow  township    not  mentioned  in 

Domesday,  388. 
Arrows,  length  of,    198;    how  con- 
structed,  199;  materials  of.  200; 

bolt  and  shaft,  200,  201  ;   copper 

heads  on,  202 ;  bone  heads,  202 ; 

broad  arrow,  203 ;  bearing  arrow, 

203 ;  how  borne,  205 ;  how  many, 

205  ;  to  be  thought  of  by  servant, 

167«. 
Arrow-heads,  pictorial  representation 

of,  202,  203,  204,  205;    found  in 

Swiss  lakes,  374. 
Arrow  shafts,  length  of,  204. 
Arrow  flights,  usual  length  of,  206«. 
Arrow,  broad,  found  in  1862,  361. 
Art,  degrees  of,  in  antiquarian  objects, 

60. 
Aurifabri,  work  of,  230. 
Axes,  301 ;  Merovingian  double,  301 ; 

bi-pennis,  &c.,  301;  cost  of,  302; 

general  forms  of,  302,  303. 

B 

Bailey's    Dictionary,    quoted,    73«, 

]27r,  226. 
Balearius,  extended  meaning  of  the 

term,  200/1. 
Bandoliers,  299. 
Band  Rufle  and  Cuffc,  O.  P.,  quoted, 

234. 

2   D 
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Bankes'ft  Geo^aphy,  quoted  25fi. 

BannatyDO  M8S.,  quoted,  162n,  178n. 

Bauchory  lake,  remains  of  crannogei} 
in,  366n. 

Bank  of  mud  or  sand  at  Liverpool,  45. 

Barclay's  Conduct  at  Church,  quoted, 
262n. 

Barcla/s  Cytezen  and  Uplondish 
Man,  quoted,  86,  262. 

Bamfield*s  Affectionate  Shepherd, 
quoted,  143,  2) In. 

Bamston  township,  mentioned  in 
Domesday,  388. 

Bars  as  leather  ornaments,  131. 

Bayonet,  derivation  of,  299  ;  plug  and 
socket,  299. 

Beads  carried  by  travelling  pedlars, 
81 ;  universality  of  use,  157  ;  large 
numbers  found,  157;  materials  of, 
157,  158,  159;  found  in  ancient 
graves,  158;  teeth  used  for,  159; 
varying  shapes  of,  159 ;  amber  dis- 
appearing, 160;  found  with  skele- 
tons near  the  neck,  160, 161 ;  strung 
on  rings,  161 ;  on  rosaries  in  de- 
cades, 161,  162;  pictorial  represen- 
tations of,  157,  168,  160,  161,  162, 
163;  analysis  showing  ownership, 
materials,  and  number  of  those  in 
this  collection,  163;  large  perfora- 
tion in  some,  335 ;  found  in  Swiss 
lakes,  374  ;  materials  of,  335. 

Beamont,  William,  his  translation  of 
Domesday  in  reference  to  Cheshire 
and  Lancashire,  S86n. 

Beard,  Turkish  comb  for,  319. 

Bebington,  not  mentioned  in  Domes- 
day, 388. 

Bee,#ee**Biiffh." 

Beichan  and  busie  Fye,  O.  B.,  quoted, 
191. 

Beigh  or  Bee,  a  ring,  83. 

Bells,  255 ;  ancient  use  of,  255 ;  ma- 
terial of,  255;  shape  of,  255;  pui^ 
poses  of  (at  fool's-cap,  at  girdle,  at 
anklets,  at  garters,  at  scarf,  &c.), 
256,  257,  258;  at  dog's  collars,  259, 
259n;  at  horses*  and  camels',  259, 
260  ;  belling  the  cat,"  260  ;  sheep 
bells,  261 ;  origin  of  the  proverb  **  to 
bear  the  bell,"  261;  hawks'  belb, 
262 ;  pictorial  representations  of, 
261,  263 ;  number,  material,  and 
ownership  of  those  in  this  collec- 
tion, 263,  264. 

Belt  of  stamped  leather,  133. 

Betley  Hall,  curious  Vindow  at,  258. 

Bidston  parish,  not  noticed  in  Domes- 
day, 389;  condition  of,  389. 

Birds,  remains  of,  350. 


Birkenhead,  not  noticed  in  Domes- 
day, 388 ;  and  Liverpool,  397 ;  future 
prospects  o^  398. 

Birket  river,  ^u^sh,  and  with  litfls 
fall,  3 ;  discharges  its  waters  how,  20. 

**  Black-earth,"  situated  where,  8;  its 
condition  in  1850,  9,  10, 

Blome's  Britannia,  quoted  28it. 

Boar,  wild,  remains  of,  350;  tusk  from 
Meols,  850;  ditto  from  Leicester, 
351. 

Bodkin  to  be  thought  of  by  a  gentle- 
man's servant,  167n ;  borne  by 
ancient  pedlars,  23U  ;  explanatiou 
of,  225ii;  double  meaning  of  the 
word,  22611. 

Bolt,  what,  200;  secondary  meanings 
of,  201. 

Bone,  Cheshire  implements  of,  53. 

Bones  of  sheep  used  as  slate  pegs,  239. 

Boke  of  Robin  Conscience,  quoted,  81. 

Bos  longi/ronsy  rem&iiu  of,  348;  size 
of,  349. 

Bos  pritaigeniMSy  remains  of,  348;  size 
of,  349. 

Bosphoms,  fishermen's  huts  in,  367. 

Bosses,  138;  various  forms  of,  138; 
materials  of,  139;  how  employed, 
140;  prominent  on  the  belt,  140; 
also  on  baldric,  141  {  various  ex- 

■  am  pies  o^  142,  143;  gave  epithet 
to  Belted  Will,  143;  connected  with 
horse  furniture,  144;  still  used  in 
Norway,  145;  were  used  also  in 
bookbinding,  146 ;  lingered  till 
lately  in  furniture,  146;  reappear- 
ing, 146;  employed  on  shields,  147; 
figured  illustrations  of,  148,  149, 
150;  analysis  of  materials,  owner- 
ship, and  peculiarities  of  those  in 
■this  collection,  151;  found  in  Swiss 
lakes,  374;  and  at  Dunwich,  384. 

Bossetier  (boss-maker),  146. 

Botcher,  a  mender  of  clothes,  262n. 

Bow,  origin  of  shape,  197, 198;  cross- 
bow, 200 ;  bow  to  be  remembered 
by  servant,  167n. 

Bowl,  Saxon,  of  bronze,  357 ;  dimen- 
sions of,  358;  Irish  bronze  bowls, 
358. 

Bowmaker,  surname  of,  199. 

Bowyer,  surname  of,  199. 

Brabant,  Expenses  of  the  Duke  of, 
quoted,  175. 

Bracelets  found  in  Swiss  lakes,  371. 

Bradshaw*s  Life  of  Werburgh,  quoted, 
27,  35n. 

Brass,  Cheshire  antiquities  of,  52,  53. 

Breast-pins,  74. 

Brewer's  Lingua,  O.  P.,  quoted,  231. 
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Bridle-bit,  Spanish*  174. 

British  period,  objects  belonging  to, 

58,  5'J, 
British  coins,  292. 
Bronse,  Cheshire  antiquities  ^of,  52, 

53. 
Bronze  fibulaj,  70. 

Brooches,  72;  derivation  of  term,  72n\ 
original,  the  spur  of  a  thorn  or 
lar^e  nail,  74;  curried  by  travelling 
pedlars,  81;  part  of  one  of  lead, 
296  (  pin  brooches,  various,  74; 
stages  in  their  manufacture,  75; 
number,  variety,  and  materiuU  of, 
in  this  collection,  75,  76;  related  to 
pins  and  hair- pins,  76;  figured  ex- 
amples of,  75;  Circular  Brooches, 
gradation  towards,  76;  varieties  of 
in  different  countries,  77;  materials 
of  78,  79;  allusions  to,  79;  known 
by  peculiar  names,  79,  80;  sold  by 
the  furiiers  or  milliners,  80 ;  varie- 
ties in  this  collection,  81,  82 ;  figured 
specunens  of,  Gloucestershire,  77; 
Kent,  78 ;  Brooch  and  Ring  associ- 
ated, 82,  83;  one  found  in  1862, 
360;  examples  from  Dunwich.  384. 
Bromfield  Hill,  O.  B,,  quoted,  176, 

26211. 
Broseley,    tobacco-pipes    from,   340, 

341,  342,  343. 
Buckets,  peculiar,  355;  found  where, 
355;  structure  of,  356 ;  mistakes 
respecting,  356;  ornaments  of,  356; 
Hoylake  pail,  357  ;  uses  of  such 
implements,  357. 
Buckler,  to  be  thought  of  by  servant, 

167n. 
Buckles  most  numerous  among  the 
relics,  56;  their  antiquity,  90;  their 
relation  to  fibular,  90;  purposes 
which  they  served,  90;  disappear- 
ing from  dress,  90;  materials  of,  90, 
91 ;  figured  examples  of,  91,  92, 99. 
Buckles  with  Shanks  or  Attach- 
ments, 92;  the  shank  called  a  tail, 
92;  figured  examples  of,  93,  94,  95, 
96;  vuea  of  shank,  92;  occasionally 
attached. to  metal,  95,  96;  analysis 
and  explanation  of  examples  in  this 
collection,  96, 97.  Backles,  circular, 
and  oval,  98, 99 ;  horse-head  buckle, 
94,  98;  Pelham  buckle,  99;  number 
of  buckles  in  this  collection,  100; 
material  and  ownership,  101. 
Double  Buckles  explained,  101; 
examples  of,  102;  number,  material, 
and  ownership  of  those  in  this  col- 
lection, 102  ;  specimens  found  in 
1862,  360;  ditto,  with  attachments, 


360;  ditto,  double,  360;  examples 
from  Dunwich,  384. 

Buckle- makers,  103,  105. 

Buckle-brooches,  84;  characteristics 
of,  85;  materials  of,  85;  mode  of 
use,  86;  allusion  to,  87;  figured 
examples  of,  85,  86;  analysis  and 
explanation  of  those  in  the  present 
collection,  57;  fuund  in  1862,  360. 

Buenos  Ayres,  combs  from,  320. 

Bulla,  meaning  of,  140,  285. 

Burdett*s  Map,  1 5. 

Burying  places  deserted,  17n. 

Butts  l\>r  shooting  at.  206,  206a. 

Byron's  Giaour,  quoted,  260. 

C. 

Cair-legion,  derivation  of,  25. 

Caldy,  mentioned  in  Domesday,  387. 

Camden  Miscellany,  quoted,  199a. 

Campana,  what,  256. 

Canoes  found  in  Swiss  lakes,  375. 

Canute  the  Great,  coins  of,  288. 

Capenhurst,  mentioned  in  Domesdav, 
388. 

Capper,  trade  of,  242r  ;  surname  of, 
24271. 

Caroghe,  Brian*s  crannoge,  369. 

Capillarius  (buckle- maker),  105. 

Cassarius  (case-maker),  193. 

Catalogue  of  Special  Museum,  S. 
Kensington,  quoted,  I22ii. 

Catherine  of  Arragon,  stuff  in  her 
wardrobe,  193. 

Cetacean,  remains  of,  350. 

Chain,  link  of,  311. 

Chair  -back  combs,  320. 

Chambers,  Robert's  Edinburgh  Ta- 
pers, quoted,  23. 

Chapes  of  swords  and  daggers,  307. 

Chatellaines,  Dr.  Mortimer's  remarks 
on,  31 0 ;  Faussett's  ditto,  3 1 1 ;  found 
only  in  women's  graves,  311;  used 
in  Switzerland,  31 1;  found  in  the 
lakes,  375. 

Chaucer,  quoted,  79n,  131,  132,  16', 
174,  17811,  179,  1^7,  201n,  220,  229, 
243,  266,  269/1. 

Chester,  meaning  of  the  term,  25; 
central  position  of,  26;  the  coun- 
tries trading  with  it,  27;  legion  XX. 
at,  36;  abandoned  as  a  port,  *J8; 
sailing  from,  meant  Dee  or  Wirrtill, 
29 ;  soldiers  passed  through,  29 ; 
difficulty  of  finding  accommodation 
at,  33R. 
Chester  county,  southern  boundary 

of,  1. 
Cheshire  shore,  frequent  inroads  of 
the  sea,  16. 
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Chester  water,  meaning  of  the  term, 

30. 
Chester  Mystery  Plays,  quoted,  88, 

273. 
Chevy  Chase,  oldest  ballad  of,  quoted, 

198n,  204n. 
Childwall,  race-course  at,  5. 
Childer  Thornton,  not  mentioned  in 

Domesday,  388. 
Chinese  rivers,  habitations  on,  867. 
Cholmeley's    True-hearted  English- 
man, quoted,  238. 
Cilgwri,  a  former  name  for  Wirrall, 

13. 
Circular  brooches,  76. 
Clasps,  see  "  Hasps." 
Clayonlough,  crannoge  at,  369. 
Cloth  used  for  scabbard,  306. 
Cloak,  to  be  remembered  by  servant, 

I67n. 
CI  liny  lake,  Perthshire,  remains  of 

crannoge  in,  366n. 
Clyne  lake,  Sutherland,  remains  of 

crannoge  in,  366n. 
Cobbler  of  Canterbury,  quoted.  111. 
Cochet,  M.  L.  Abb6,  quoted,  265. 
Coffers  necessary  to  our  ancestors; 
192;   allusions  to,  193;  details  of 
ornaments,  J 94,  195;  materials  of, 
196;  pictorial  representations  re- 
ferring   to,    193,    194,    195,    196; 
materials,  ownership,  and  number 
of  objects  in  this  collection,  196. 
Handles  found  in  1862,  361. 
Cofferet,  Bee  "  Scent  Box.** 
Coins,  286.  not  restricted  to  this  dis- 
trict,   2S6;    Carthaginian    copper 
coins,   286;    lead,  from  Cornwall 
and  North  Wales,  287;  spot  where 
found,  287;   origin    of  the   term 
"styca,"  287n;  coinage  in  Deira, 
288;  hoards,  various,  288;  Saxon 
coins,  various,  288 ;  subdivided,  289 ; 
called  "crosses,"  274, 289«;  catalogue 
of  coins,  290;  found  in  1862,  362; 
examples  from  Dunwich,  385. 
Collars,  808 ;  found  in  Swiss  lakes,  375. 
Collins,  Captain  Grenville,  his  chart, 

40ii,41. 
Colour,  materials  of,  327. 
Constable's  sands,  where,  27. 
Contention,  The,  O.  P.,  quoted,  242. 
Copper,  Cheshire  antiquities  of,  52, 

53;  material  abundant,  53. 
Coppersmith,  trade  and  name  of,  24 la. 
Combs  carried  by  travelling  pedlars, 
81;  horse-comb,  to  be  remembered 
by  servant.  167n;  Egyptian,  318 ; 
lioman,  318;  at  Uriconium,  318; 
Greek  triangular,  318;  from  Pom- 


peii, 318;  from  ancient  banows, 
818;  and  from  the  Thames,  818; 
uses  of;  318;  worn  by  maidens^  818; 
reference    to    in    literature,    819; 
materials  of,  820;  Indian,  for  scalp- 
locks,  321 ;  Saxon,  322;  how  borne, 
322 ;  made  in  sections,  322 ;  with 
double  cases,  Z2Z\  peculiar  ones, 
323. 
Cordiner,  surname  of,  242a. 
Comers  of  boxes,  194,  195. 
Corser,  Rev.  Thomas,  quoted,  An, 
Cotgrave's  Dictionary,  quoted,  72ii, 
146a,  200. 

Counters  of  lead,  297. 

Crannoges  of  Ireland,  867  ;  shape  o^ 
867 ;  construction  of,  867 ;  picture  of, 
368;  details  respecting,  368;  occur 
at  various  places,  869 ;  stores  of 
antiquities,  369. 

Crockery,  medisval  domestic,  328. 

Cross,  a  name  for  a  coin,  274. 

Crosses,  264 ;  number  of  in  former 
times,  264 ;  forms  Cf^  264 ;  varieties 
in  shape,  265;  materials  of,  265; 
Saxon  cross  from  Hilbre,  267; 
number^  materials,  and  ownership 
of  specimens  in  this  collection,  266, 
267. 

Crossbow,  Chinese,  serving  as  a  re- 
volver, 201. 

Crotal  explained,  263. 

Crucifixes,  264. 

Cruel  Sister,  O.  B.,  quoted,  84. 

Cuir  bouilli,  coffers  made  of,  196. 

Cunningham,  John,  F.G.S ,  his  inves- 
tigations, 18,  2  la. 

Cap-mender,  trade  of,  242ii,  308. 

Cutpurse,  origin  of  the  term,  276. 


Dagger  to  be  remembered  by  servant, 
167n;  confounded  with  bodkin, 
226fi;  found  in  Swiss  lakes,  375. 
See  also  "Swords." 

Danes  at  Chester,  36;  their  words 
used  as  Cheshire  local  names,  87, 
38r;  the  Danish  five  burghs,  what, 
35n;  period,  objects  belonging  to, 
59 ;  coins,  292. 

Darts,  $$€  "  Spears." 

Davies,  Dean,  his  Diary,  quoted,  32, 
89. 

Decoration  of  fibulas,  71. 

Dee  river,  position  of,  1 ;  source  of  it, 
1 ;  importance  in  ancient  times,  25 ; 
its  mouth  a  halting-place  ibr  ships, 
27;  change  of  channel,  46. 

Deer*8  horn,  hammer  of,  851. 

De  la  Fontaine,  Stephen,  quoted,  139. 
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I>ciiham*8  Mersey  and  Dee,  quoted, 
42. 

BeposirioD  of  objects,  363. 

l>erby,  pipes  from,  341. 

Devil,  proverb  of  eating  with,  269. 

Dickinson's  Glossary,  quoted,  127n. 

Dillon,  Hon.  James's,  letter,  quoted, 
30. 

Disobedient  Child,  O.  P.,  quoted,  2^3. 

Docwra,  Sir  Henry's,  Narrative,  quot- 
ed, 30. 

Dog,  remains  of,  350. 

Dolphin-shaped  fibnlse,  65. 

Domesday  Survey,  inferences  from, 
386. 

Douglas,  Gavin,  Paleys  of  Honour, 
quoted,  207,  262;  Satire  on  the 
Times,  quoted  I62n, 

Dove  Point,  geological  features  of, 
22,  24;  its  position,  6;  inferences 
respecting,  6 ;  derivation  of  name, 
6 ;  similar  words,  6n  ;  a  halting- 
place  for  ships,  28 ;  formerly  a  hill, 
391. 

Drayton's  Polyolbion,  quoted,  4,  144. 

Drinkwater  Spit,  Dove  Spit,  6». 

Duffield,  pipe  from,  340. 

Dunbar's  Tydings  fra  the  Session, 
quoted,  162n;  Freirs  of  Berwick, 
187,  243 ;  Ep^tle  to  the  King,  274  ; 
Twa  Mariit  Wemen,  &c.,  243. 

Dunes,  like  our  sandhills,  4. 

Dunwich,  history  of,  381  ;  bishops  of, 
381  n ;  its  churches  destroyed,  382 ; 
condition  of,  at  Conquest,  382 ; 
ditto  in  Camden's  time,  382  ;  ditto 
at  present,  383 ;  its  resemblance  to 
Meols,  383;  antiquities  found  at, 
384. 

£ 

Earlier  English  period,  objects  be- 
longing to,  60. 

Ear-picks,  271 ;  strung  with  other 
small  objects,  27 1 ;  materials  and 
form  of,  27 1 ;  notice  of  those  in  the 
collection,  272. 

Ear-rings,  248;  antiquity  of,  248; 
variety  of  forms,  248;  found  in 
Swiss  lakes,  249 ;  of  strange  shapes, 
249  ;  ear-hooks,  249  ;  specimens  of 
pendent  objects,  250  ;  called  **  ear- 
pins,"  251 ;  ear-ornaments  of  boars' 
tusks,  of  greenstone,  and  of  wodd, 
251 ;  gripping  ear-rings  of  gold,  246; 
pictorial  representations  of,    249, 

250,  251 ;  ownership,  material,  and 
number  of  objects  in  this  collection, 

251,  252 ;  specimens  found  in  the 
Swiss  lakes,  375. 


Easiham    mentioned  in   Domesday, 

388. 
Edmonton,  Merry  Devil   of,  O.  P., 

quoted,  162m. 
Edward  III.,  Expenses  of  wardrobe 

quoted,  239. 
Egremont  Hotel,  land  slip  at,  2 1  n. 
Egyptian  combs,  318. 
Enamel,  examples  of,  327. 
Enamelled  objects,  53. 
English  coins,  293. 
Ethelred  II.,  coins  of,  288. 
Ethnology  of  the  neighbourhood,  34. 
Expenses,  Kingston   Church  books, 

quoted,  253. 


Fallow  deer,  remains  of,  348. 

Fearon  and  Eyes,  charts  by,  41. 

Fermails,  material  and  ownership  of, 
57  ;  description  of,  84. 

Ferrule,  see  Spears. 

Fibulae,  first  discovery  of,  in  1846,  47  ; 
definition  of,  61 ;  •  described,  61  ; 
forms  of,  62 ;  Virgil's  allusion  to, 
62n;  Roman  examples  from  Crun- 
dale,  64  ;  from  Little  Chester,  65 ; 
from  Cheshire,  71  ;  from  Walesby, 
72 ;  sometimes  circular,  67 ;  minutely 
described,  71 ;  Saxon  from  Sufiblk, 
68 ;  forms  vary  with  districts,  68 ; 
from  Cambridge,  69.  Peculiar : — 
dolphin  pattern,  65 ;  snake  pattern, 
66 ;  with  projections,  65 ;  the 
Koman  and  Saxon  forms  sometimes 
resemble,  66  ;  materials  of,  70,  72  ; 
number  of,  72 ;  examples  from 
Swiss  lakes,  874 ;  Roman,  from 
Dunwich,  384. 

Firmacularius,  (or  clasp- maker),  108. 

Fish-hooks,  primitive,  from  New 
Zealand,  252;  of  flint,  252;  bronze 
from  the  Thames,  252  ;  bone,  from 
America,  253 ;  various  processes  in 
the  manufacture  of,  253 ;  number 
and  varieties  in  Cheshire,  253 ; 
pictorial  representations  of,  253; 
found  in  1862,  361 ;  found  in  Swiss 
lakes,  375. 

Flail-stones,  312. 

Fleming's  Dictionary,  quoted,  72n, 
146n,  226. 

Fletcher,  surname  of,  199. 

Flint,  Cheshire  antiquities  of,  53. 

Flint  implements  preceded  metal 
ones,  208  ;  still  in  use,  208 ;  present 
localities  of  stone  period,  208 ; 
arrow  heads  and  knives  in  fiint,  208, 
209 ;  curious  work  executed  with 
them,  208n  ;  mode  of  manufacturing 
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flint  arrows,  209n;  flint  knives  used 
for  sacred  purposes,  209. 

Flodden  Field,  O.  B.,  quoted,  199. 

Florence  of  Worcester,  quoted,  25n. 

Fluvial  deposit  theory,  863.  365; 
objections  to,  365;  absurdity  of, 
366. 

Forfar  lake,  Scotland,  remains  of 
crannoge  in,  366n. 

Forks,  181 ;  more  modem  than  knives, 
182 ;  materials,  form,  and  size  of, 
182. 

Formby,  submarine  forest  at,  9  ;  old 
graveyard  at,  17n  ;  custom  of  smok- 
ing at,  337 ;  former  condition  of, 
380 ;  retirement  of  village,  380. 

French,  Mr.,  his  theory  respecting 
crosses,  264. 

Frodsham,  road  from,  direct  to  Meols, 
14. 

Furbisher,  trade  of,  242n. 

G 

Gallic  sword,  304. 

0ayton    mentioned    in    Domesday, 

387. 
Geological  strata  in  Wirrall,  18. 
Girdles  carried  by  travelling  pedlars, 

81. 
Girdler  or  belt-maker,  trade  of,  242»i. 
Glass,   Cheshire   antiquities  of,   53 ; 

composition  of,  326 ;  specimens  of, 

325;  colouring  of,  326. 
Glasses  carried  by  travelling  pedlars, 

81. 
Glass  cups,  with  pendent  ornaments, 

327. 
Glazes,  colour  of,  332. 
Glossary  to  Rob  of  Gloucester,  quoted, 

73n. 
Gloves  carried  by  travelling  pedlars, 

81. 
Gold,    Cheshire  antiquities  of,    52; 

combs  of,  320 ;  fibulsB  of,  70. 
Goldsmith,  trade  of,  24  Ir.. 
Greasby,  mentioned    in    Domesday, 

387. 
Great  Float,  name  for  Wallasey  Pool, 

3. 
Greek  coins,  290. 
Gunsmith,  trade  of,  24 In. 
Gunstone,  300. 
Gutch's  Robin   Hood,    quoted,   201, 

201  n. 
Gypcieres,  272 ;  metal  parts  of,  272  ; 

ornamentation  of,  273 ;  varieties  of, 

273  ;  contents  of,  273,  274 ;  frames 

of,  found  in  various  places,   274 ; 

pictorial  representations  of,  275. 


H 

Hair-pins,  221  ;  their  relation  to  other 
objects,  221 ;  materials  of,  222 ; 
shape  of.  222 ;  with  loops  and 
rings,  223 ;  curious  form  of,  224  ; 
hair  pins  generally,  224,  225  ;  pic- 
torial representations  of,  222,  223, 
224,  225 ;  objects  in  this  collection, 
223,  225,  226. 

Halter  to  be  remembered  by  servant, 
167n. 

HalUweirs  <»lossary,  quoted,  127«. 

Hand-case  maker,  (glover),  trade  of, 
242/t. 

Handles  of  boxes,  195,  315. 

Hargreave,  mentioned  in  Domesdar, 
387. 

Harpalns,  O.  B.,  quoted,  214. 

Harry  White  his  Humour,  O.  P., 
quoted,  231r,  269n. 

Hasps,  106  ;  uses  of,  106  ;  examples 
of,  106  ;  figured  specimens  of,  108, 
110,111,  112,113,  115.  Hasp  with 
lid,  108;  with  ring,  110;  with 
orifice.  111  ;  with  hook.  111  ;  with 
opening  in  groove,  1 12  ;  with  stud, 
112;  with  rosettes,  113;  with 
swivels,  114,  115;  number  and 
variety  of,  in  this  collection,  116  ; 
Hasps  of  boxes,  195, 196  ;  found  in 
18G2,  360  ;  found  in  the  Swiss  lakes, 
374. 

Hasta,  see  "  Spears." 

Henryson's  Testament  of  Cresseidc, 
87  ;  Prologue  to  Fables,  273«. 

Henry  of  Huntingdon,  quoted,  25ii. 

Herefordshire  Lady,  biography  of, 
quoted,  lO^. 

Heswell,  mentioned  in  Domesday, 
387. 

**Hey,"  meaning  of.  in  names  of 
places,  39. 

Heywood's  Four  P's,  quoted,  81; 
Mery  Play,  quoted,  255. 

Heywood,  Thomas,  F.S.A.,  quoted, 
28. 

Hoylake,  originally  the  water,  not 
the  village,  33. 

Hilbre  island,  3  ;  derivation  of  name, 
8n  ;  changes  in,  17  ;  advice  of  monk 
at,  27  ;  shipping  from,  in  1600,  30 ; 
bead  from,  162n  ;  cn»ss  from,  267. 

Hills  Graham  H.,  information  by, 
26n,  42n. 

Hinges,  various,  198,  194. 

Hilts  of  swords,  804,  305. 

Holland,  pipes  from,  342. 

Hood  to  be  remembertd  by  senrani, 
167n. 
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Hooks  carried  by  travelling  pedlars, 
81. 

Hooee,  deriration  of  name,  6 ;  not 
mentioned  in  Oomesday,  387. 

Hooton  not  mentioned  in  Domcsdav, 
388. 

Horn,  Cheshire  antiqoities  of,  53 ;  to 
be  thought  of  by  servant,  167n. 

Horse,  remains  of,  850  ;  size  of,  350. 

Horse  furniture,  17  i  ;  few  specimens 
of,  in  this  collection,  171 ;  bridle 
bits  and  cheek  pieces,  172  ;  breech> 
ings,  173;  allusions  to,  174;  sup- 
posed parts  of,  296. 

Horse  armoury,  144,  145. 

Horse-comb  to  be  remembered  by 
servant,  167n. 

Horse-head  buckle,  94,  98. 

Hor8ley*s  Britannica  Koniana,  13. 

How,  or  hoe,  derivation  of,  4>i. 

Hoylnke,  early  mention  of,  7 ;  deriva- 
tion of  name,  7n ;  Duke  Schomberg 
sailed  from,  SO ;  various  persons, 
sail  from,  32 ;  tobacco-pipes  from, 
345. 

Hoyle  Bank,  cut  in  two  by  the  Deo, 
41 ;  antiquities  from,  48. 

Human  head  of  brass,  297. 

Hume,  Dr.,  his  collection  of  antiqui 
ties,  49, 51. 

Hnngerford,  Dame  Agnes,  inventory 
of,  quoted,  237. 

Hunter'sHallamshire  Glossary  ,quoted, 
127n. 

Hutchin8on*s  Seamanship,  quoted,  44. 

Hydrography,  40. 


Infrrcnces,  general,  390  ;  proofs  that 
the  coast  projected*  390;  Roman 
site,  391 ;  few  British  articles,  391  ; 
Dove  Spit,  a  promontory  at,  391 ; 
Saxon  objects  westwani,  a92  ;  mo- 
dem ones  near  Hoyla  kc,  392 ;  Hilbre 
partially  distinct,  392 ;  Scandina- 
vians, peaceful  settlement  of,  398 ; 
Danish  incursions,  393;  Norman 
remains,  394  ;  mediosval  remains, 
394 ;  no  houses,  394 ;  few  warlike 
implements,  395;  both  male  and 
female  ornaments,  395  ;  indications 
of  rich  and  poor,  395 ;  number  of 
objects,  395. 

lona,  three  hundred  crosses  at,  264. 

Irish  coins,  293. 

Irish  elk,  remains  of,  348. 

Irish  statutes,  quoted,  200n,  207. 

Iron,  Cheshire  antiquities  of,  52,  53. 

Inventorium  Sepulchrale,  quoted, 
155n. 


James's  Iter  Lancastrense,  quoted,  4, 

8,  14ii. 
Javelins,  see  Spears. 
Jet,  Ch(  sliire  antiquities  of,  53. 
Johnsor,  Sir  I  horaas,  43n. 
Judges  v.,  quoted,  260. 


Kembster,  surname  of,  242,  320n. 

Kerchief,  to  be  remembered  by  servant, 
167»». 

Ke^s,  183;  very  ancient,  183;  pecu- 
liar forms  of,  184, 185  ;  materials 
of,  186  ;  mode  in  which  worn,  187  ; 
signification  of  188;  pictorial  re- 
presentations of,  184, 185, 186,  187, 
189  ;  number,  material,  and  owner- 
ship of  those  in  this  collection,  189 ; 
example  of  iron,  from  Swiss  lakes, 
874  ;  from  Dunwich,  385. 

Kilnsca  Churchyard,  washed  awnv, 
380. 

King  Estmere,  O.  B.,  quoted,  243n. 

King's  Vale  Royal,  quoted,  8,  15,  29. 

King's  Gap  at  Hoylakc,  named  from 
William  IH.,  34. 

Knives  carried  by  travelling  pedlars, 
81 ;  form  and  size,  177 ;  various 
examples  of,  177;  for  presents  and 
exchange,  179;  suspended  from  the 
girdle,  179 ;  gave  epithet  to  English- 
men, 179 ;  handles  of,  180 ;  position 
of,  180;  sheaths  of,  181;  pictorial 
represenutions  of,  177,  178,  180, 
181,  183;  ownership,  material,  and 
number  of  those  in  this  collection, 
183;  to  be  thought  of  by  servant, 
167ii;  examples  from  Swiss  lakes, 
374 ;  found  in  1862,  £61 ;  bone 
handle  ditto,  362. 

Knoctorum,  mentioned  in  Domesdav, 
388. 

L 

Landican  mentioned  in  Domesdav, 
338. 

Laces  carried  by  travelling  pedlars, 
81,  23In. 

Lacustrine  habitations,  how  and  where 
discovered,  370;  objects  found  ar, 
370;  probable  ages  of,  370;  mode 
of  construction,  371 ;  Swiss  towns 
built  over,  37 1 ;  progression  from 
bone  to  iron,  371 ;  mode  of  reason- 
ing respecting,  372;  side  view  of, 
372  ;  size  of  huts,  how  known,  372; 
population  of  a  village,  372  ;  piles 
of  bronze  period,  372  ;  maierials  of 
huts,  373 ;     older  deposits  under 
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more  modenit  373 ;  liit  of  objects 
found  at,  374. 

Ladj  Bessy,  old  poem,  qaoted,  206n. 

Land  slips,  frequent,  2 In. 

I>and  surfaces,  several,  22. 

Jjtk  Normandie  Sonterraine,  qaoted, 
216n,  255. 

Lathom,  seal  of,  278. 

Latimer's  sermons,  quoted,  1 03. 

Latten  explained,  266. 

Lead,  Cheshire  antiquities  of,  52,  53. 

Leaf-shaped  swords,  307. 

Leash  to  be  thought  of  by  servant, 
167w. 

Leasowes,  race-course  at,  5 ;  extent 
of,  5  ;  embankment  at,  5. 

Leasowe  Castle,  original  shape  of,  15; 
position  of,  15  ;  insecurity  of,  15. 

Leiasowe  lighthouse,  44  ;  section  ot 
strata  at,  23. 

Leather,  Cheshire  antiquities  of,  53. 

Leather  ornaments,  128  ;  (1)  rosettes, 
12d  ;  (2)  plates,  129 ;  figured 
examples  of,  129,  130  ;  (3)  bars, 
r^l  ;  numerous  allusions  to,  131, 
132  ;  figured  example  of,  133  ;  (4) 
sections,  134;  figure  of,  134;  (5)  Mis- 
cellaneous, 135  ;  examples  of,  136, 
138  ;  analysis  of  the  objects  in  this 
collection,  130,  131,  134,  136,  137, 
138;  specimens  firom  Dunwich,  384. 

Xicicester,  animal  remains  from,  353. 

Lhuyd's  CambriiB  Typus,  map  from, 
IS. 

Lighthouses  at  first  opposed  in  Liver- 
pool, 42 ;  memorial  respecting,  43n; 
position  and  nature  of,  16,  44;  at 
Bidston  and  Leasowe,  43. 

Lindsay,  Sir  David's,  Poems,  quoted, 
175n,  273ii. 

Liscard,  not  mentioned  in  Domesday, 
388. 

Liverpool,  name  of,  7n;  first  dock  at, 
45;  buoying  of  Channel,  45;  cor- 
poration snuff-box,  338. 

Loch  Gabhor,  crannoge  at,  369. 

Loch  Leary,  crannoge  at,  369. 

Loch  Lochoy,  crannoge  at,  366n. 

Loch  Lomond,  crannoge  at,  :^66/i. 

Loch  Melge,  crannoj;e  at,  369. 

Locks,  small,  padlockii,  plateloeks,  &e. 
190. 

Long  Bridge  at  Belfast,  injured,  298. 

Longueville,  Mrs.,  her  collection  of 
Antiquities,  51, 

Lord  William,  0.  B.,  quoted,  176. 

Lord  Willoughby,  O.  B.,  quoted,  198n. 

Lorimer,  trade  of,  242m  ;  surname  of, 
242n. 

Lucian's  Dialogues,  quoted,  20«. 


Luclan  the  Monk,  quoted,  26,  27. 

M 

Macaulay*s  Lays  of  Ancient  Borne, 
quoted,  140,  i78n. 

MacHenry's  crannoge,  369. 

Machyn's  Diary,  quoted,  276. 

MacKay,  John,  map  by,  46 ;  quoted, 
46. 

MacKcnzie,  chart  by,  42 ;  quoted,  44. 

Man,  remains  of,  348. 

Maps,  ancient  vague,  1 1 ;  Anglo- 
Saxon,  11,  12. 

Marchioness  of  Douglas,  O.  R,  quoted, 
229n 

Marshes,  draining  of,  45. 

Martin's  Western  Islands,  quoted,  79ii, 

Massinger's  Plays,  quoted,  201  n. 

Materials  of  antiquarian  objects,  52. 

Maver,  Joseph,  his  collection  ol  An- 
tiquities, 50,  51. 

Mayer's  Vocabularies,  quoted,  74 n, 
103,  104,  108,  126,  174,  221,  263ii. 

Mediseval  vessels,  329;  how  orna- 
mented, 329 ;  where  glazed,  329. 

Moles,  seal  of,  278;  family  of  279; 
pedigree  o',  282 ;  various  forms  of 
the  word,  280. 

Melsh,  another  form  of  Meols,  14. 

Mending,  30?*. 

Meols,  name  of,  4n;  formerly  more 
important,  14. 

Meols,  Great,  iprobably  a  Roman  out- 
post, 26;  mentioned  in  Domesday, 
387 ;  condition  of,  389. 

Meols,  Little,  6 ;  mentioned  in  Domes- 
day, 387 ;  condition  of,  389. 

Meols  Stocks,  8,  9. 

Mercia,  chief  cities  and  towns  in,  S5n. 

Mersey  river,  position  of,  1 ;  a  boun- 
dary of  Northumbria,  35 ;  said  to 
have  given  name  to  Mercia,  35r  ; 
supposed  early  condition  of,  36. 

Metal  objects  unclassed,  296. 

Mill  timbers,  316. 

Moll's  Geography,  quoted,  25n,  28ii. 

Mooseedorf  lake,  piled  habitations  in, 
370. 

More  recent  English  period,  objects 
belonging  to,  60. 

Morton,  G.  H.,  Geological  paper  by,l  8. 

Mortuary  urns  from  midland  coun- 
ties, 331. 

Mostyn  Hall,  alleged  map  at,  377. 

Motherwell's  Minstrelsy,  quoted,  20.'iit. 

Mount  Vernon,  Liverpool,  Spani>h 
bridle-bit  found  at,  174. 

Mullenaux,  Dr.,  quoted,  34. 

Munster's  Cosmographia,  map  from, 
12. 
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I^Iuskeis,  none  foand,  297. 
Musket-rest  described,  298;  how  used, 

298 ;  examples  of,  298 ;  cost  of,  298 ; 

specimen  from  Swiss  lakes,  375. 

N 
Nulls,  ancient  ones  found,  238 ;  used 
in  crucifixion,  238;  ancient  ship 
nails,  238 ;  slate  pegs  of  sheep  bone, 
239 ;  door  nail,  proverb  concerning, 
239  ;  nails  in  this  collection,  239. 
N:\raes,  local  and  personal,  associated, 
39;  those  derived  from  localities 
frequent  in  Lancashire  and  Cheshire, 
39. 
Kfcdles  carried  by  friars,  218;  also 
by  pedlars.  81,  218 ;  their  early  use, 
215;  material,  216;  varieties  in 
structure,  216;  guttered  needlcp, 
217;  connected  with  piercers,  217: 
made  of  cactus  thorn,  217  ;  fre- 
quently carried  on  rings,  217;  pro- 
verb connected  with,  218;  intro- 
duced to  England,  218;  material 
ownership,  and  number  of  those  in 
this  collection,  219;  pictorial  repre- 
sentations uf,  215,  217, 219 ;  modem 
needles,  219;  processes  in  manu- 
facture, 220;  per-centnjre  broken, 
220;  to  be  thought  of  by  servant, 
167n. 

Needle,  Gammer  Gurtou's,  O.  P., 
165n. 

Needle-cases  found  where,  220; 
alluded  to  by  Chaucer,  220:  manu- 
facture of  some  here,  221. 

Nedyl-hows,  a  needle  cai^o,  221. 

Needle  and  Piercer,  used  indiscrimi- 
nately, 217. 

Ness  mentioned  in  Domesday,  387. 

Neston,  Great,  "  y«  noo  key  "  at,  28 ; 
mentioned  in  Domesday,  387. 

Noston,  Little,  mentioned  in  Domes- 
day, 387. 

Net  Weights,  312,  813. 

Neufchatel  lake,  piled  habitations  in, 
370;  Roman  city  on  land  gained 
from,  370. 

New  Zealand,  ear-rings  from,  251 ; 
primitive  fish-hooks  from,  252 ;  use 
of  tobacco  in,  338. 

Nichols's  Prog' esses,  quoted,  269. 

Noah's  Ark,  192rt 

>  orman  period,  objects  belonging  ti>, 
59;  pottery,  329. 

Norris  Papers,  quoted,  5n. 

Norway,  form  offish-hook  from,  253. 

O 
Objects  found  in  18'i2,  359;  Romftu, 


Norman,  Mediaeval,  and  later  Eng- 
lish, 359. 

Objects,  deposition  of,  363. 

Old  Dock,  strata  discovered  under, 
20. 

Old  New  Zealand,  quoted,  208n., 
21071. 

Old  Sarum,  history  and  decline  of, 
378. 

O'Neill's  crannogc,  369. 

Oranges,  first  brought  to  England, 
332. 

Ormerod's  Cheshire,  quoted,  2 In. 

Orphrcy  work,  meaning  of,  215. 

Ornament  for  wood,  297. 

Ossuary  and  companion  bottle,  figures 
of,  64n. 

Ownership  of  antiquities.  61. 

Uxton  not  mentioned  in  Domesday, 
388. 

P 

Paris,  Matthew,  map  from,  12. 

Paton,  J.  Noel,  drawings  by,  48. 

Peeblis  to"  the  Play,  O.  li.,  quoted, 
200n. 

Pelham  buckle,  99. 

Penannular  fibulae,  67. 

Pendants,  see  "Tags"  and  ** Beads." 

Pendent  objects,  163;  many  of  silver, 
164;  found  with  women  and  chil- 
dren, 164 ;  pictorial  examples  of^ 
164;  number  in  this  collection,  164. 

Penknife  to  be  thought  of  by  servant, 
16711. 

Pensby,  not  mentioned  in  Domesday, 
380. 

Permanent  level,  water  not  land,  19. 

Peter  and  Paul,  pilgrim's  sign  of,  285. 

Pewter,  Cheshire  antiquities  of,  52, 
53;  use  of  some  unknown,  296. 

Piers  Plowman,  quoted,  102. 

Piercers  found  in  S\vi>s  lakes,  374. 

Pilgrim's  Signs,  283;  part  of  one,  296; 
found  at  Dunwich,  385. 

Pilum,  see  Spears.  • 

Pins  carried  by  pedlars,  81,  231n., 
and  by  friars,  218 ;  primitive  ma- 
terial of,  226  ;  general  materials, 
227;  forms,  228,229;  mc8,2  0;  size, 
230;  required,  231;  ornamentation 
of,  231 ;  shapes  of  head,  232  ;  true 
love  tokens,  233  ,  procured  from 
abroad,  233 ;  of  small  value,  233, 
2 '4;  Addison  on  pin-money,  235; 
pictorial  representations  of,  227, 
228>229,232;  pins  in  this  collection, 
23b; pin  draen  what,  226;  pins  found 
in  1862,  ?61  ;  examples  from  iho 
Swiss  lakes,  374;  from  Dunwich, 
3S5. 
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Pin  Brooches,  73. 
ri,)e-maker8*  marks,  346. 
Pipe-stoppers,  346. 
Plates  as  leather  ornaments,  129. 
Plascalarii  (buekle-raakers)  103. 
Pomanders  carried  bj  pedlars,  81. 
Pommels,  305. 
Pompeii,  comb  from,  318. 
Pool,  Nether, not  mentioned  in  Domes- 
day, 388. 
Fool,  Over,  mentioned  in  Domesday, 

388. 
Pope's  Iliad,  quoted,  198ii.  ^ 
Pottery,  Chesnire  jtntiquitics  of,  53; 
with  glass  and  enamel,  324;  flou- 
rished  where,  324;  relics  discovered, 
324;  remains  near  Upchurch,  &c., 
324;  early  nature  of,  S2i;  glazing: 
and  ornamentation,  329;    slashed 
patterns,  331  ;   Norman,  329,  331; 
specimens  found    in    Swiss  lakes, 
375;  at  Dunwich,  386. 
Potiery-moulds  of  terra-cotta,  329. 
Pouch  of  lead  from  Dunwich,  S-'S. 
Poulton  not  mentioned  in  Domesday, 

388. 
Preen,  explanation  of,  2')4fi.,  25\n, 
Pre-historic  period,  objects  of,  58, 
Prenton  mentioned  in  Domesday,  388. 
Price's  chart,  41. 
Prod,  299. 
Promptorium    Parvulorum^    quoted, 

72a.,  127n. 
Proud  Lady  Margaret,  O  B.,  quoted, 

230. 
Proverbs  xxxi,  quoted,  1 53. 
Ptolemy's  map,  13. 
Purse  to  be  remembered  by  jcnrant, 
167n.;  carried  by  travelling  pedlars, 
81,231n 

Quarrels,  what,  200. 

Queen  Jane  and  Queen  Marv,  quoted, 

1^7,238,239. 
Querns,  315;  formerly  much  us3«1,31 5; 

wind  and  water  mills  rare,  ^15,316. 
Qiicksands  under  Cheshire  coast,  23. 
Quiver,  when  and  where  used,  205. 

K. 

Raby  mentioned  in  Domesday,  367. 
Kuvens  Meols,  partial  destruction  of, 

381. 
Ravenspur,  disappearance  of,  880. 
Rjiwlinson,  account  of  Poulton  and 

Seacombe,  16. 
Red  deer,  remains  of,   348;  rapidly 

diminishing,  348. 
Kodditch,  fish  hooks  manufactured  at, 

253. 


Richt-'s  Simonidc5,  quoted,  261. 
Kiclimond,  inventory  of  the  Duke  of, 

quoted,  86,  139. 
Rings  bofne  by  travelling  pedlars, 
81,  231r;  fiuger-rings,  ancient  use 
of,  240 ;  laws  respecting,  240 ;  num- 
ber and  materials  of,  240 ;  legends 
on,  24 1 ;  used  for  what  purposes, 
24  i ;  prizes  and  bribes,  242 ;  marks 
of  wealth  and  amulets,  243 ;  found 
after  centuries  on  the  fingers  of  ske- 
letons, 243,  244;  pictorial  rcpre- 
scutations  of,  241,  247;  material, 
number,  and  ownership  of  the  rings 
in  this  collection,  246,  247;  ex- 
amples from  Swiss  lakes,  374 ;  from 
Dunwich,  S85.  Peculiar  rinn: 
materials  o(,  244 ;  used  as  whistles, 
watches,  squirts,  curtain-rings,  &c., 
244,  215;  mode  of  dividing  apart- 
ments, 345  ;  matriinonial  and  gym- 
nal  rings,  246;  legend  on,  246; 
representations  of,  i45. 

Ring-pins,  what,  74. 

Ring  of  bone,  352. 

Risp,  ancient  form  of,  190. 

Uiison's  Robin  Hood,  quoted,  I8O11, 
242,  276. 

Rivci-s  in  Cheshire,  dried  channels  of, 
19. 

River  beds  filled  up,  19. 

Rivets,  very  numerous  in  pre-Chris- 
tian period,  237 ;  from  Germany, 
237  ;  those  in  the  present  collection, 
23S. 

Road  round  Wirral.  portions  of,  17. 

Roads  in  Lancashire  and  Cheshire, 

Robert  of  Gloucester's  Chronicle,  quo- 
ted, 168. 
Robinson,  Afr.  C.  B.,  hl^  collection  of 

antiquities,  50,  51. 
Robson's  Three  Early  English   R.>- 

mances,  quoted,  141. 
Roebuck,  remains  of,  348. 
lioland's    Court   of   Venus,  quoted, 

261n. 
Romans,    land  surface    which    (bey 

trod,  24. 
Roman  period,  objects  belonging  to, 

59. 
Roman    coins,    290 ;    combs,    318 ; 

swotd,  S04. 
Rosaries    shown     on      monumenul 

brasses,  162n. 
Rosettes  as  leather  ornaments,  128. 
Rowley's  Match  at  Miclnlghtl  O.  P., 

200. 
Roxburgh,  prosperity  of,  879  ;  decline 

of,  379. 
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Runnymedc,  comb  from,  318. 


S-shaped  fibulse,  67. 

Saddle-cloth  to  be  remembered  by 
servant,  I67n. 

Sandhills,  amount  of,  4. 

Sanghall  mentioned  in  Domesday, 
388. 

Saxon  period,  objects  belonging  to, 
59 ;  coins,  289,  292. 

Saxon  Chronicle,  quoted,  36Jt. 

Sax  ton,  map  quoted,  13. 

Scalp-locks,  comb  for,  321. 

Scatterus,  maps  bv,  13. 

Scent-box,  or  cofferet,  found  in  1862, 
361. 

Schcnk'8  maps,  14. 

Schiller's  Lay  of  the  Bell,  quoted,  154 

Schomberg,  Duke,  sails  from  Hoylakc, 
31. 

Schoolcraft's  Archives,  quoted,  209h. 

Scissors,  253;  meaning  of  symbol, 
254;  very  minute  specinieuF,  x54; 
Boman  and  Norman  scissors,  254  ; 
with  comb,  knife,  &c,  hung  from 
the  girdle,  255  ;  used  as  a  weapon, 
255 ;  carried  by  pedlars,  255 ;  ex- 
amples from  Swiss  lakes,  375. 

Scott's  Alice  Brand,  quoted,  177 ; 
Ivanhoe,  106,  178ii,  257,  260 ;  Lady 
of  the  Lake,  87,  180;  Lay  of  the 
Last  Minstrel,  86,  142,  168,  200n; 
Lord  of  the  Isles  80n,  264 ;  Mar- 
raion,  l.'iO,  162n,  168,  .199,  204n. 

Scottish  Field,  O.  Poem,  quoted,  199. 

Scullery,  derivation  of,  332. 

Sea  cum  be  not  mentioned  in  Domes- 
day, 388. 

Seals,  276 ;  classes  of,  276 ;  materials 
oi\  276 ;  personal  seals,  277 ;  seal 
of  Lathom,  278 ;  seals  from  Dun- 
wich,  385. 

Serpent-shaped  fibulae,  66« 

Shakspeare,  quoted,  193,  233,  234, 
246,  262,  263,  269n. 

Shearman,  surname  of,  242n. 

Shears,  carried  by  travelling  pedlars, 
81. 

Sheep,  remains  of,  350. 

Sherwood's  Dictionary,  quoted,  146« 

Shields,  orimn  of,  147  ;  bosses  or  studs 
on,  148 ;  handles  of,  149. 

Shield  of  arms  from  Dunwich,  384. 

Shipwreck  theory,  363 ;  absurdity 
and  improbability  of  it,  364. 

Shoe-soles  from  Meols,  352. 

Shoemaker,  trade  of,  242?2. 

Shotwick  abandoned  as  a  port,  28; 
mentioned  in  Domesday.  387. 


Shut'Jeworth  Account**,  quoted,  10-ln, 
127,  203,  206,  207,  238,  239,  262. 

Silver,  Cheshire,  antiquities  of,  52, 
53  ;  fibulae  of,  70  ;  comb  of,  323. 

Silversmith,  trade  of,  24 In. 

Sir  Tristrem,  O.  R.,  quoted,  83,  243. 

"Skeleton  in  Armour,"  (Longfellow's) 
curious  girdle  attached  to,  IS'i  ; 
arrows  of,  202. 

Skeletons  discovered  at  Meols,  16. 

Slashed  pattern,  in  Pottery,  331. 

Slate  pegs,  sheep's  bones  used  for,  239. 

Slater,  trade  of,  241n;  surname  of, 
242n. 

Sling  stones,  313. 

Small  sections  as  leather  ornaments, 
134. 

Smith,  C.  R.,  quoted,  134n ;  his  Coi- 
lectanea  Antiqua,  quoted,  283,  284. 

Smith's  Dr.  William,  Dictionary  of 
Antiquities,  quoted,  61. 

Smith,  Mr.  H.  Ecroyd,  his  collection 
of  Antiquities,  50,  51. 

Smith,  William,  his  map  of  Cheshire, 
14. 

Smoking-pipes,  335. 

Smoking  spiritualized,  335. 

Smoothing  stones,  314. 

Soldiers  passed  through  Chester,  29 ; 
billeted  on  Hoylake  farmers,  33. 

Spanish  pike,  a  needle,  218. 

Spears  and  Darts  to  be  remembered 
by  servant,  167/i;  often  small,  210; 
rarely  headed  with  horn,  210;  often 
with  bone,  211;  pictorial  examples, 
211,212;  of  iron  pike  looking,  212; 
mode  of  mounting,  213;  pictorial 
representations  of,  210,213;  sockets 
for  handles^  213;  ferrules,  214 ;  ex- 
amples, 214;  specimens  from  Swiss 
lakes,  314. 

Spenser's  Faery  Queene,  quoted,  24, 
168,  200n. 

Spindles,  ivory,  156. 

Spindle-whorls,  151 ;  used  with  distaff 
and  spindle,  152  ;  Roman  and  other 
examples,  152;  of  earthenware, 
bone,  stono,  &c.,  152,  153;  used  by 
Hebrews,  Greeks,  Americans,  &c., 
154;  in  Mexico,  154;  varieties  of, 

155,  334;  pictures  of,  152,  153,  155, 

156,  157 ;  materials,  &c.,  of  those  in 
this  collection,  156,  335;  various 
names  for,  152n,  153;  found  in 
Swiss  lakes,  374. 

Spital  mentioned  in  Domesday,  388. 
Spoons,  early,  268 ;  variety  and  beauty 

of,  268 ;  materials  and  forms,  269  ; 

picture  of,  27 1 ;  thnse  in  this  colli c- 

tion,  270. 
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Sprights  or  wooden  arrows,  203- 

Spnrs,  to  be  remembered  by  servant, 
167n;  related  to  man  and  horse, 
165;  of  bronze,  small,  165  ;  brought 
by  Milliners,  167;  cost  of,  167; 
ga?e  origin  to  term,  168;  rowelled, 
170;  examples  in  this  collection, 
169;  pictures  of  165,  166,  168,  170. 

Staple,  iron,  297. 

-ster,  termination,  meaning  of,  320n. 

St.  George  for  England,  O.  B.,  quoted, 
239n. 

Stiletto  and  bodkin,  226n. 

Stirrup,  derivation  of,  175. 

Stomacher,  81. 

Stone,  Cheshire  antiqnities  of,  53; 
bullets  of,  300;  found  af  Tower, 
300;  polished,  301;  implements, 
312;  found  in  Swiss  lakes,  375:  for 
Quern  axis,  313;  celts,  314,  315. 

Stone  of  a  building,  from  Dunwich, 
386. 

Storey,  Rev.  George,  quoted,  31. 

Strap  Ends,«ce  'Tags.*'  One  at  garter, 
119;  with  metal  tassels,  121;  fork- 
shaped,  122;  at  end  of  long  girdle, 
123,  124;  found  in  1862,  360;  from 
Dunwich,  384. 

Scrap  Ornaments, numerous,  56;  found 
in  1862,  360;  from  Swiss  lake?,  374. 

Stratford-on-Slaney,  deserted  vilhige, 
37711. 

Stringer,  trade  of,  24 In.;  surname  of, 
242n. 

Studs,  see  "  Bosses." 

Styca,  origin  of  term,  287ii. 

Submarine  forest,  remains  of,  9,  10; 
furniture  made  from,  9n. ;  trees,  of, 
8,9. 

Sumner  and  Eyes,  chart  by,  42. 

Sutton,  Great,  mentioned  in  Domes- 
day, 388. 

Sutton,  Little,  mentioned  in  Domes- 
day, 388. 

Swine*s  feather,  299. 

Swords,  300;  declining  use  of,  303; 
form  of,  304 ;  none  found  at  Meols, 
304 ;  Roman  sword,  304,  Gallic 
sword,  304;  forms  of  hilts,  pommels, 
scabbards,  blades,  chapes,  304,  305, 
306,  307;  from  Swiss  lakes,  375} 
to  be  remembered  by  servant,  167n. ; 
knife-like,  305. 


Tabak,  applied  to  the  pipe,  337. 

Tags  or  Strap  Ends,  116;  formerly  at 
end  of  every  strap,  116;  figures  of, 
115,  116,  117,  118,  120,  121,  122, 
123,  124;  shapes  various,  116,  &c. ; 


harmonizing  with  buckle,  117; 
sometimes  elal>orate,  118;  and 
large,  119;  in  this  collection,  124 ; 
detailed  account  of^  124, 125;  speci- 
mens found  in  1862,  360;  from 
Swiss  lakes,  384. 

Taylor  the  water  poet,  quoted,  188. 

Telemarken,  Norway,  studs  fix>m,  in 
horse  furniture,  145. 

Telfonrs  map,  16. 

Terra  Cotta,  Cheshire  antiqnities  of^ 
53. 

The  King's  Quhair,  quotod,  2.59. 

Theories  respecting  deposition  of 
objects,  363. 

Thimbles,  221;  carried  by  travelling 
pedlars,  81 ;  to  be  thought  of  by 
servant,  167n. 

Thingwall  in  Cheshire,  derivation  of, 
38;  mentioned  in  Domesday,  388. 

Thomas  the  Rhymer,  propKecy  of, 
O.  B.,  quoted,  176. 

Tbomsen,  Mr.,  his  theory,  371. 

Thornton,  Hough,  mentioned  in 
Domesday,  387. 

Thursfield,  Mr.,  note^  on  pipes,  346. 

Thurstaston,  mentioncJ  inDomosda/, 
387. 

Tile-wright,  what,  333. 

Timber  in  bog^,  8. 

Tin  tinnabulum,  what,  256. 

Tobacco-pipes,  small,  335  ;  known 
as  fairy  pipes,  335;  modem  ones, 
336;  the  term  tobacco,  336;  its 
use  at  Formby,  337  ;  reason,  337  ; 
£rskine*s  poems  on  smoking,  338»; 
growth  of  the  custom,  338 ;  in  New 
Zealand,  338  ;  American  pipes, 
339 ;  English,  340  ;  Irish,  343 ; 
Anglo-American,  344 ;  those  found 
at  Uoylake  and  Meols,  345  ;  pipe- 
making  at  Broseley,  346 ;  stoppers, 
346  ;  marks,  846  ;  brass  pipes,  343  ; 
pipes  found  in  1862,  362. 

Tobacco-boxes,  metal,  343. 

Tobago,  how  named,  337. 

Topography  of  Wirrall,  2. 

Towneley  Mystery  Flays,  quoted, 
218n. 

Trades,  various,  241n. 

Tradesmen's  tokens  found  in  18G2, 
361  ;  found  at  Dunwich,  386. 

Traill,  Dr.,  information  by,  48. 

Tranmere  not  mentioned  in  Domes- 
day, 888. 

Trefoil  fastenings,  17^ 

Triturating  stonog,  317. 

Troyon's  Habitations  Lacn!»trea, 
quoted,  216n. 

Tweezers,  236  ;    unifonn  in  shape. 
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236;  where  found,  236;  strung 
with  needle  and  ear-pick,  236 ;  used 
as  forceps,  237  ;  representation  of, 
237  ;  examples  from  Swiss  lakes, 
874. 


Uriconinm,  combs  from,  318 ;  destmc- 

tion  of,  378. 
Uses  of  antiquarian  objects,  54. 


Yischer's  map,  14. 

W 

Wallasey  Leasowes,  William  III. 
encamped  on,  33. 

Wallasey  Pool,  its  bottom,  21 ;  earthy 
basin  of,  21  ;  Great  Float,  20  ; 
mentioned  in  Domesday,  387 ;  con- 
dition of,  387. 

Wallasey  race-course,  or  Wallissey 
Race,  15n. 

West  Chester,  what,  25. 

Whistle,  bone,  351;  ditto  from  Leice- 
ster, 351 

Whitby,  not  mentioned  in  Domesday, 
388. 

Wigs,  dressed  in  public,  318. 


Wigtonshire,lake  habitations  in,  S66n. 
WilUston,  not  in  Domesday,  387 ;  but 

gare  name  to  the  Hundred,  387. 
Willaveston,  see  **  Willaston." 
William  III.  encamped  near  Great 

Meols,  33 ;  sailed  from  Hoy  lake,  34. 
Willie's  Lady,  O.  B.,  quoted,  257,  260. 
Wirrall  Hundred,  small  in  size,  1 ;  its 

dimensions,  1;  face  of  the  country 

at  north  end,  3. 
Wolf,  remains  of,  350. 
Wood,  Cheshire  antiquities  of,  .^3 ; 

examples  from  Swiss  lakes,  375. 
Woodchurch  not  in  Domesday,  388; 

•parts  of  parish  mentioned,  388 ; 

present  condition  of,  388. 
Worsaaj's    Daqes    and    Norwegians, 

quoted,  37n,  38. 


Yetholm  lake,  remains  of  crannoge 

in,  366n. 
Young,  Arthur,  quoted,  14n. 
Young  Tamlane,  O.  B.,  176,  234n. 
Young  Waters.  O.  B.,  quoted,  176. 
Yorkshire,  flint  fish-hooks  from,  252. 


Zurich,  lake,  piled  habitations  in,  370. 
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